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DOCUMENT NO. I. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 21, 1832. 


Report of the Street Committee on the petition of sundry persons 
for changing the name of the Bowery (from Sixth to Four- 
teenth street) to that of Clinton Place. Report adopted and 
petition rejected. 

BensaMin Crane, Clerk. 


The Committee on Streets to whom was referred the 
annexed petition, to cause the name of the upper part of the 
Bowery to be changed, 

REPORT, 


That they are not disposed to grant the prayer of the petition- 


ers. They consider the frequent changing of names of streets 


as fraught with great inconvenience and frequent positive 
evils. Deeds conveying real estate have generally reference to 


li 


: ee 
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certain streets, by which such estate is bounded, and it is 
important that while in the lapse of time men die and their 
actions are forgotten, the records of purchase and sale of real 
estate should be so clear that no mistake can by possibility 
arise. Your Committee deem the want of this clearness in 


boundaries to be one of the most fertile sources of litigation ; 


at the same time they see no objection to individuals naming 
certain blocks of buildings which may be occupied with 
handsome and expensive houses as their fancy may dictate, 
such as “Le Roy Place,” which still constitutes a part of 
Bleecker street; “St..Mark’s Place,” which yet is a compo- 
nent part of Eighth street, &c. “College Place” is an excep- 
tion to this, which your Committee regret for reasons stated 
above, as well as that it is looked upon as a precedent for 
other applications to the Common Council of a similar 
character. 


Your Committee inconclusion offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners be not granted. 


WM. W. HOLLY, 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 

GEORGE SUTTON. 
Commattee on Streets. 


DOCUMENT NO. II. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 21, 1832. 


Report on Resolution to amend the Law Creating a Street Com- 
missioner’s Department. Report adopted and resolution re- 
jected. 

Bengamin Crane, Clerk. 


The Committee on Streets to whom the accompanying 
proposed amendment of the Law creating a Street Commis- 
sioner’s Department was referred, 


REPORT, 


That on the sixth day of February last, an amendment to 
this law, embracing all that the Committee deem important 
in the annexed resolution was passed by the Board of Alder- 
men. On the 30th of April following, the same amendment 
was concurred in by this' Board, and it received the signature 
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of his Honor the Mayor on the 2d instant, and thus became 
incorporated with the original law. Your Committee there- 
upon ask leave to be discharged from the consideration of 
this subject. 
WM. W. HOLLY, | 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 
GFORGE SUTTON, 
Commitiee on Streets. 








DOCUMENT NO. IIL. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 21, 1832. 


Report from the Counsel relative tothe Revision of the Ordinances. 
Referred to Special Committee on Departments. 
Bensgamin Crane, Clerk. 


In compliance with a Resolution passed by the Board of 
Assistants. on the 26th of March last, the subscriber begs 
leave to report herewith a portion of the Revision of the Or- 
dinances by the Corporation, embracing those which relate 
to the Alms House Department, and to the regulation of 
Hackney Coaches and Stages. 


As these subjects have no connection with each other, it 
may be proper to state how they happen to be presented to- 
gether. On entering upon the duty of revising the Laws of 
the Corporation, it was deemed advisable to take the last 
compilation of those laws published in 1827, as the basis of 
the revision, and to proceed in the order observed in that 
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volume. The first chapter, entitled “ A Law for the go- 
vernment of the Alms House” was accordingly commenced 


- with, and the provisions of that law, as lately altered and re- 


modeled by the Common Council were incorporated togeth- 
er in a separate chapter, intended as Chapter I. of the Revi- 
sion. Before however this chapter was completed, it was 
found that there were subjects of more pressing importance 
to be taken up and acted upon, than those which would come 
next in order according to the arrangement of the volume of 
1827, and it was determined to proceed with those for which 
there appeared to be the most urgent necessity. Among 
those none appeared to want immediate regulation more than 
the numerous accomodation stages now in use throughout 
the city, and as the regulation of those stages was properly 
connected with the subject of Hackney Carriages, (which is 
chapter XVI. of the Compilation of 1827) that subject was 
taken up and a law prepared relating to it, which is now pre- 
sented. 

Presuming that the parts now submitted, will be referred 
to the appropriate Committees, the subscriber refrains from 
entering into any detail of the alteration and new provisions 
which it has been thought expedient to suggest with them. 
He will be happy to attend before those Committees to give 
whatever explanations may be required, and shall proceed as 
rapidly as circumstances will permit with other portions of 
the Revision. 

Respectfully submitted, 


New York, May 21, 1832. R. EMMET. 











DOCUMENT NO. IV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 4, 1832. 


Report of the Committee on Wharves, &c., on the remonstrance 
- of Richand Kirby and others, relative to triangular piece of 
ground at the foot of Canal street being used as a Coal Yard. 
Report adopted. 
D. D. Witiramson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Committee on Public Lands and Places to whom was 
referred the annexed Remonstrance of Richard Kirby and 
others against the triangular piece of ground at the foot of 
Canal street being used as a Coal Yard, have had the subject 
under consideration, and in the opinion of your Committee it 
is inexpedient to lease said ground for that purpose, and there- 
fore recommend the adoption of the following resolution, 
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Resolved, That this Committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of this subject. 
Respectfully submitted, 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 
D. BANKS, 
THOMSON PRICE, 
Committee on Public Lands and Places. 














DOCUMENT NO. V. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 4, 18382. 


Repert of the Committee on Cleaning Streets. Law adopted. 
and on motion, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


D. D. WituraMmson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Committee on Cleaning Streets, to whom was referred 
the following Resolution, viz :—‘ Resolved, that the Com- 
mittee on Cleaning Streets, be specially charged with the de- 


vising of some plan for the more efficient regulation of the 


Scavenger Department,” 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That considering an efficient system of cleaning the streets, a 
subject of vital importance to the health, comfort and con- 
venience of all populous cities, they have endeavored to give 
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the subject referred to them, all the consideration which it 
merits. 

Aware of the difficulty of presenting to the Common Coun- 
cil a system which may be effectual, and at the same time 
having a proper regard to the economical use of the public 
monies, your Committee have thought proper to consult the 
experience of some of our oldest and most respectable citi- 
zens, together with distinguished individuals from other cities, 
whose knowledge on the subject, has rendered their informa- 
tion valuable to the Committee. 


Although we may never effect the thoroughly cleansing of 
our city, without the introduction of a supply of water into 
the streets, still your Committee are of opinion that import- 
ant improvements may be made without materially increasing 
the expense. 

The present system is in many respects defective. The 
morning being the busy part of the day, the law requiring the 
citizens to sweep before eight and ten o’clock in the morning, 
is not so often violated through a wanton disregard of the or- 
dinances of the city authorities, as through mere forgetfulness 
of the days and hours of sweeping. There are again many 
respectable house-keepers who are not able to hire servants, 
and who, at the same time, feel it degrading to exhibit them- 
selves in the streets with the servants of their more wealthy 
neighbors. There are others again who will tell you they 
have been very observant of the laws on their part, and have 
regularly swept and heaped up the dirt in front of the lots in 
their occupancy, but that the proper authorities have not com- 
plied with the requisitions of the law in the removal of it ; and 
that it is left day after day, to decompose before their doors, 
thus becoming offensive past endurance. 


It appears to be obvious then, that our streets will never 
be perfectly swept by our. citizens: and the portions of the 
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street in front of each lot being swept at different times, the 
gutters which are the most offensive, cannot be always cleansed 
without the aid of public sweepers. 


Your Committee would therefore recommend, that sweep- 
ers be employed, and placed under the direction of the street 
inspectors of each ward, at the public expense, not only to 
sweep the streets, but that they be especially charged to clean 
effectually, the cross walks, gutters, and intersections ; and 
to assist the cartmen in loading their carts; and that the 
cartmen be directed to follow the sweepers, and to take away 
the dirt as fast as it is swept up in heaps. 


Although your Committee would, in all cases, strenuously 
urgs the strictest economy in the expenditure of the public 
monies—yet in a matter of such great importance as the one 
before them, affecting the health and even lives of our citizens, 
the expense should be a secondary consideration. 


That terrible disease, the cholera, which has caused so much 
alarm throughout Europe, has as yet prevailed extensively 
only in the most dirty and filthy districts, and among such 
classes as neglect a proper degree of cleanliness. The Com- 
mittee believe that the citizens of New York have more to 
fear from the miasma arising from the decomposition of ani- 
mal and vegetable matter in our streets, than from the impor- 
tation of this disease. 

The people of Boston and Philadelphia, who pride them- 
selves on the cleanness of their streets, may justly reproach us 
with neglect and want of energy in this great and important 
item in our domestic enjoyments. The streets of those 
places, and all other populous cities which can boast of clean 
streets, are swept at the public expense, under such regula- 
tions as that the streets and gutters are cleansed in a proper 
manner. 

Agreeably to the nearest estimate your Committee have 
been able to make, the extra expense of employing public 
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sweepers would not exceed the value of one dollar and twenty- 
five cents to each house keeper for the year, which will not 
more than equal the destruction of brooms in each family, 
and would give employment to many who might otherwise 
become inmates of our Alms House ; thus showing that not- 
withstanding the calculation of the expense may appear a few 
thousand dollars more, still the real expense to our citizens 
in the economy of time, &c. would be much less than it is at 
present : and even were the expenses greater, the city of 
New York, the commercial emporium of the western world, 
with her ample means, should never be behind her sister 
cities in the arrangement of her domestic comforts. 

It may not be amiss to mention some of the difficulties ex- 
perienced in the cleansing of our streets, which are presented 
in the irregularity of the pavements, and more particularly 
the gutters, which are depressed in some places and _ elevat- 
ed in others, so that pools of stagnant and putrid water ac- 
cumulate. : 


To remedy this evil hereafter in our pavements, the gutters 
should be made of substantial hewn stone, hollowed and laid 
down in such inclined planes, as will readily admit of the water 
being carried entirely off. The pavements in the more cen- 
tral parts of the streets should also be done with more care : 
paving stones should be selected of equal size, and where it 
is necessary to diminish the size of the stones in approaching 
the centre of the streets, it should be done in such a gradual 
manner, as that the diminution may not affect the strength of 
the pavement. _ In no case will the pavements stand, where 
the stones are placed together of such unequal dimensions as 
they are at present in our streets. 


It appears to be demonstrated to a certainty, that our pre- 
sent mode of paving will not withstand, for any great length 
of time, the wear of our heavy carriages and stages ; and it 
isa matter worthy of serious consideration, whether it will 
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not be altogether better to M’Aadamize our principal streets, 
as the present pavements become worn out. It is the opmion 
of your Committee that the improvements of this nature may 
be gradually made, and that the additional cost will bear no 
comparison to their great public utility; masmuch as our 
streets, under such regulations, may not only be better 
cleaned, but the health and comfort of the people promoted. 


In the cleaning of our streets, the greatest evil lies in the 
present plan of placing all the carts and the removal of the 
dirt under the direction of one person. It is impossible for 
the Superintendent of Streets to comply with the requisitions 
of the law in this respect. He may remove the dirt from our 
principal streets, but the greater part must necessarily be 
neglected until late in the season. This apparent neglect 
becomes a source of great irritation to our citizens, who have 
complied with the letter of the law from time to time, sweep- 
ing up the dirt, which must be left for weeks, perhaps for 
months, in piles before their doors, until it becomes extremely 
offensive ; thus bringing censure upon an officer, who from 
the best information your Committee can obtain, has dis- 
charged his duty with ability and zeal, as far as practicable ; 
and has used the means placed at his command, to the best 
possible advantage. The fault is in our system. Our laws 
should be made reasonable, and then should be strictly 
enforced. 

By placing the carts and sweepers under the immediate 
control of the several Street Inspectors, and obliging them to 
commence at sunrise in the morning, it is believed that all of 
our principal streets might thus be cleaned before business 
hours. 

Your Committee therefore, after much time spent in the 
investigation of the different modes of cleaning streets, prac- 
tised both in this country and in Europe, beg leave to recom- 
mend the accompanying ordinance, which has been drawn 
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up under the unanimous concurrence of the Committee of 
this Board. 


The Committee beg leave also to report, that they have 
received a joint resolution from the Board of Aldermen and 
Assistants, in the following words, viz : 


* Resolved, (If the Board of Assistants concur,) That the 
Committee for Cleaning Streets be appointed a Committee 
on the part of this Board, to meet a similar Committee of the 
Assistants, for the purpose of devising a more perfect system 
of cleaning the streets of the city, than now prevails; and 
that the Joint Committee report an ordinance for the 
purpose.” 

They have considered the above resolution, which is not 
materially different in its import from the resolution adopted 
previously by this Board, and report the result of their labors 
accordingly, hoping that the same may eventually prove ac- 
ceptable to both Boards. And your Committee would re- 
spectfully observe, that nothing but the urgency of the occa- 
sion, involving a question that demands the serious and im- 
mediate attention of the Common Council, has prevented a 
fuller interchange of opinion with the Committee from the 
other Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JEREMIAH TOWLE, 
Chairman. 
WM. W. HOLLY, 
JAMES MONROE. 
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A LAW 


REGULATING THE CLEANING OF THE PUBLIC 
STREETS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New 
York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows :-— 


§ 1. In each and every Ward an efficient person shall be 
appointed to the office of Street Inspector of the said Ward, 
who shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, 
and give bonds, with two good and sufficient sureties, to be 
approved by the Common Council, in the penal sum of One 
Thousand Dollars, for the faithful performance of his duties. 


§ 2. The said Street Inspectors shall each receive two 
dollars per diem for their services. And they shall be at all 
times under the immediate control and direction of the Alder- 
man and Assistant of their respective Wards, and shall be re- 
moved from oflice at their request. 


§ 3. In addition to the duties now prescribed by law, it 
shall be the duty of the said Street Inspectors to remove, or 
cause to be removed effectually, twice in each week, on the 
days recognized by law as sweeping days for the several dis- 
tricts, all the. manure, dirt, filth, rubbish, &c. from the streets, 
alleys, wharves and piers of their several wards, to such place 
or places as may be designated by the Superintendent of 
Streets; and to notice and report to the Corporation At- 
torney all violations of the ordinances of the city which relate 
to the cleaning of the streets, wharves, piers and public 
places; and to render to the Superintendent of Streets, 
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weekly, an account of the time of the carts and men employ- 
ed as scavengers, together with an account of the receipts 
and expenditures connected with their duties ; and generally 
to perform all the duties required of them by the laws and 
ordinances of the city now in force, and which are not in- 
compatible with the provisions of this ordinance. 


§ 4. It shall be the duty of the several Street Inspectors to 
carry this ordinance into effect forthwith ; and for this pur- 
pose they are hereby authorized to employ a sufficient num- 
ber of sweepers, at a rate not exceeding one dollar per day 
for each man, and a sufficient number of carts, at a rate not 
exceeding two dollars a day for the time they are actually 
employed, computing the day at ten hours. 

§ 5. It chall be the duty of the sweepers and cartmen, to 
commence their labor in the morning at the hour of sunrise, 
under the direction of the several Street Inspectors, whose 
duty it shall be to discharge such sweepers and cartmen as 
are not faithful in the performance of their duties.. 

§ 6. The manure and dirt carts employed as aforesaid, shall 
be constructed under the direction of the City Inspector, and 
of such dimensions as he may direct, and shall be tightly 
boxed and furnished with a cover, to prevent the escape of 
dust. 

§ 7. It shall be the duty of the several Street Inspectors, 
from the first day of April, to the first day of December, to 
cause a bell cart to pass at least once a day, Sundays excepted, 
through all the streets of their respective wards ; and the dri- 
vers of the said carts shall, at proper intervals, give notice of 
their approach by the ringing of a bell, and shall receive such 
vegetables, offals, or garbage as shall be delivered at the said 
carts. 

§ 8. No dirt, ashes, filth or rubbish, of any kind whatso- 
ever, shall, at any time, be cast or laid in any street, lane or 
alley of this city, but shall be retained and delivered to the 
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carts on the days of sweeping, under the penalty of ten dol- 
lars for each and every offence. 


§ 9. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of Streets, 
on the requisition in writing of the several Street Inspectors, 
to furnish such number of carts and sweepers, as said Street 
Inspectors may deem necessary, for the performance of their 
duties. 
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DOCUMENT NO. VI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 4, 1831. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 
approval. Directed to be filed. 
D. D. Wititamson, Clerk pro tem. 


Mayor’s Orrice, June 4, 1882. 


Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution to publish all acts of the State, relating to the 
City, under the direction of the Law Committee, 

Resolution to pay Bill of Expenses of the election of the 
Fifteenth Ward, Thirty-one Dollars and fifty cents, 

Resolution to pay Thomas D. Howe on account of his 
salary Five Hundred Dollars, 
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Resolution to construct under drains or sewers across West 
street at the lower end of Fulton and Vesey streets, 

Resolution for a Well and Pump in Third street between 
Avenues C and D, 

Resolution to stop the communications from distilleries to 
the public sewers, 

Resolution granting to Joseph S. Shotwell until the 15th 
day of June to remove building on Monroe street, 


Resolution to open and regulate eixteenth street from the 
Sixth to the Eighth Avenue, 


Resolution to discharge John Lambert from a Judgment 
and Costs, 


Resolution in relation to the organization of the Joint 
Committee on Markets, 


Resolution that the Ordinances for the protection of the 
Battery and Park apply to the Washington Parade and other 
Public Squares or places that may hereafter be opened, 


And seven Ordinances for Correcting Nuisances. 


WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. VII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 4, 1832. 


Report of the Commitice on Alms House and Charity, on the 
subject of establishing Public Fuel Yards. Ordered to be 
printed. 

D. D. Wituramson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Committee on Charity and Alms House, to whom 
was referred the Report of the former Committee, for the 
purpose of giving a more detailed statement of their views on 
the propriety of establishing Public Fuel Yards for the benefit 
of the poorer classes of our citizens, 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING PLAN 


for the consideration of the Board, viz : 


1. The two Committees on Charity and Alms House, ora 
Special Committee from the two Boards shall form a Joint 
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Committee to hire or procure two suitable yards, one on the 
North, the other on the East River, for the purpose of storing 
fuel for the use of the poor during the most inclement season 
of the year. 

2. The Committee shall purchase wood and coal, in proper 
quanities, at the lowest possible market prices, during the 
summer season, and shall secure it against any accident by 
fire with a policy of insurance. 

3. The Committee shall appoint one of their number to 
the office of Treasurer of the Public Fuel Fund, whose duty 
it shall be to sign all drafts for the payment of fuel, and to 
receive all monies for the sales thereof; to keep a true ac- 
count of the receipts and expenditures connected with the 
purchase and sale of fuel. He shall also keep an order-book, 
somewhat similar to a blank check book, containing on the 
margin the names and residences of the several applicants, 
the amount of fuel sold to each, together with the amount of 
money received for the same. 

4. The Treasurer shall attend at his office on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays of each week, between the hours 
of 10 A. M., and 2 P. M., for the performance of the duties 
assigned him ; and shall deposit on Saturday of each week, 
in the hands of the City Chamberlain, to the credit of the 
Committee, all monies received for fuel, &c., and take a re- 
ceipt for the same. 

5. No greater price shall be charged for the fuel than shall 
be absolutely necessary to meet the expenses incurred, and 
the interest of the money so invested. 

6. The Committee shall place an Inspector of Fuel at 
each of the yards, during the sale of fuel, whose duty it shall 
be to deliver it only on the order of the Treasurer. 


7, All orders for fuel shall be filed by the Inspectors, and 
shall be returned to the Treasurer weekly, as vouchers for its 
delivery. 
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8. The Inspectors shall receive the usual fees for the in- 
spection of fuel, and no more, on the return of their vouchers. 


In consequence of the great and increasing consumption 
of fuel, occasioned by the rapid growth of our city, this sub- 
ject is one of importance to our citizens generally, but 
particularly to the poor. 

As wood must inevitably, in a few years, give place to the 
use of the anthracite coal, your Committee would recommend 
the purchase of Five Hundred economical cooking stoves, of 
the pattern now in the office of the Commissioners of the 
Alms House, for the use of coal, which may be sold at Three 
Dollars each, and will no doubt be a powerful means of in- 
troducing the use of coal more generally among our less 
wealthy citizens. 

Your Committee would also recommend the purchase of 
One Thousand Tons of Coal and Two Thousand Loads of 
Wood, as an experiment of the above system, the whole of 
which will cost about $12,000. 


In order to guard against imposition, the Committee sug- 
gest the propriety of requiring applicants for fuel to produce 
a line from the Alderman or Assistant of their respective 
Wards, or from the Commissioners of the Alms House, that 
they are suitable persons to receive this intended benefit. 


JEREMIAH TOWLE, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
SAMUEL DUNSHEE. 
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DOCUMENT NO. VIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


3 JUNE 4, 1832. 


Opinion of the Counsel (R. Emmet) as to the legality of the 
Sheriff’s charge for executing James Ransom. Adopted. 


D. D. Wixur1amson, Clerk pro tem. 


I am of opinion that the Sheriff’s bill for executing the 
death warrant upon James Ransom is by law a County 
charge, and must be paid out of the City Treasury. By the 
Revised Statutes (Vol. I. p. 385, § 3,) “ reasonable compen- 
‘sation to constables and other officers for executing process on 
persons charged with criminal offences, &c, and for other 
services in relation to criminal proceedings for which no spe- 
cific compensation is prescribed by law” is expressly made a 
County charge. The hanging of a felon may be said most 
emphatically to be ewecuting process on a person charged with 
a criminal offence ; but whether or not those words ought to 


apply to such a case, the terms “ other services in relation to 
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criminal proceedings, &§c., are undoubtedly comprehensive 
enough to embrace it. 


This provision in the Revised Statutes is new, so far as it 
embraces other officers besides constables. The Revisors took 
it from the first section of “an Act directing the manner in 
which certain services rendered for the people of this State 
shall be paid,” passed March 31st, 1821, in which reasonable 
compensation for such services when performed by constables 
is made a County charge. By adding the words “and other 
officers,” they have given it a very extended apphentien, and 
Sheriffs are clearly embraced by it. 


I would state that my first impressions in respect to this 
charge were similar to those expressed by Mr. Tallmadge, 
the Attorney of the Corporation, in an opinion hastily given 
by him on this subject, viz: That it was governed by the 
76th §. art. 5, title 2d, chap. 12, part Ist, Revised Statutes, 
(vol. i, p. 380,) which provides “that whenever a Sheriff 
shall be required by any statutory provision to perform any 
service in behalf of the people of this State, and for their 
benefit, which shall not be made chargeable by law to his County, 
or to some officer or other person, his account for such ser- 
vices shall be audited by the Comptroller, and be paid out of 
the Treasury.” I am now fully satisfied however that such 
a service is made chargeable by law to the County where it is 
performed, and therefore that the above section does not 
apply to it. 

The Revisors, as may be gathered from their notes, in- 
tended that section for services of a very distinct character, 
and which from their very nature must be charges against 
the State Treasury : for instance, where a Sheriff is required 
to serve upon a public defaulter a citation from the Comp- 
troller of the State to account. Such services were, before 
the revision, ordered, by special provision in the Supply Bill, 
passed April 18th, 1815, to be paid out of the Treasury of the - 
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State, and the Revisors intended by the 76th section above 
mentioned to make a general provision for all services of that 
character, when rendered by a Sheriff ; but it was not meant 
to have any reference to a Sherifl’s services which are con- 
nected with the administration of Criminal Justice, within his 
County, to which class the present case belongs, and which, 
as I have above endeavored to show, are County charges. 


R. EMMET. 
June Ath, 1832. 
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DOCUMENT NO. IX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 18, 1832. 


Communication from the Mayor relative to subjects sent to him 
Sor approval. Directed to be filed. 
D. D. Wiit1amson, Clerk, pro tem. 


Mayor’s Orricz, June 18, 1832. 


Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution to pay Joseph Raynor Ten Dollars for services 
rendered in recovering stolen property, 

An Ordinance regulating the Cleaning of Streets, 
- Resolution in relation to securing property of the Corpora- 
tion, situate at Brooklyn, 
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Resolution that measures be adopted immediately most 
likely to give relief to the poor children at the Alms House 
afflicted with Opthalma, 


Resolution to continue Canal street to Walker street, 


Resolution in relation to Marshals serving civil process. 


| . WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. X. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 18, 1832. 


The Annual Communication was received from the Mayor, agree- 
ably to the Amended Charter, giving a general statement of 
the situation and condition of the City ; in relation to its gov- 
ernment, improvements, &c., which was directed to be printed 
for the use of the Members, together with a communication 
jrom the Health Officer. 


D. D. Wituramson, Clerk pro tem. 


Mayor’s Orricr, June 11, 1832. 


Gentlemen of the Board of Aldermen and of the Board of As- 


sistants, 


The continued and progressive prosperity of the city, 
whose interests are committed to our care, while it cannot 
fail to impress our minds with profound gratitude to the 
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Divine Author of all our blessings, affords the most cheering 
encouragement to the faithful, vigilant, and prudent discharge 
of the duties which are before us. During the past year our 
population has rapidly advanced ; our trade has increased ; 
spacious and elegant improvements have extended the limits 
and beautified the face of our city ; the authority of the laws 
has been respected and sustained, and order and quiet have 
generally prevailed. 


Whilst a frightful disease has pursued its desolating course 
over a large part of the old world, the health of our commu- 
nity has been remarkably preserved. Notwithstanding the 
unseasonable weather which has been experienced, at no 
time have we been more free from epidemics than at the pre- 
sent period ; and the bills of mortality during the past spring 
do not at all exceed the ordinary rate. The Quarantine laws 
have been carefully and diligently enforced, and every mea- 
sure which prudence could suggest has been adopted to pre- 
vent the introduction of disease from abroad. The anxious 
apprehension which some time since disquieted the minds of 
many of our citizens, lest the malady which has ravaged 
foreign countries, might reach our shores, has yielded in 
most instances to a confidence in the authorities to whom 
this branch of our police is entrusted ; and to a conviction 
that all which lies within the compass of human power will 
be done to avert from our borders so awful a calamity. © 


The regulations which have been adopted for that purpose, 
will be particularly detailed to you in the letter of the Health 
Officer ; and such improvements as may be required in the 
medical police of our city, will necessarily devolve upon the 
Board of Health. 


After all our precautions, it may be the will of Providence 
that we too in our turn, shall be visited by “the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness,” against the entrance of which the 
utmost vigilance has in many cases proved unavailing. It is 
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the part of prudence, therefore, to adopt without delay, every 
measure which experience has proved useful in mitigating its 
violence. 

With this view, I cannot too earnestly enforce upon your 
attention, the promotion by every means in your power, of 
cleanliness in our city. 


It is notorious that the condition of our streets and alleys, . 


in this respect, is at the present moment, a subject of reproach 
with strangers, and of complaint from our own citizens. 


The public voice loudly calls for prompt and efficient pro- 
ceedings in relation to this subject, as essential to the protec- 
tion of health and life at this alarming crisis ; and I trust that 
you will not be found backward in responding to the call. 
To be effectual, the purification should not be confined to 
the public highways, but should be extended to yards and 
cellars, and even to the dwellings of the poorer classes of 
society. 

A subject which constantly presents itself to the legislative 
authorities of every community, and more particularly to 
those of a populous city, is the prevention of crime. The 
first step towards the attainment of this object, is to guard as 
much as possible against evil associations. 

A practice in direct opposition to this salutary principle, 
has too long prevailed with us, which demands your serious 
consideration, with a view, if possible, to its correction. I 
allude to the confinement in the same apartments of persons 
arrested for offences of different grades, both before and after 
conviction. Our prisons are thus made schools of crime, in 
which the worst criminals are the teachers. 

It is greatly to be feared that many novices in vice, who 
might otherwise be reclaimed, and become useful members 
of society, are, by this necessary communication with old 
offenders, often confirmed in wickedness, and utterly lost to 
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their friends and the public: even a partial amendment to 
this evil could not fail to be productive of great benefit to the 
community. 


For the state of the Public and Common Schools, and the 
suggestion of such measures as their interest are thought to 
require, I refer you to the report of the Commissioners of the 

School Fund, which will be made upon that subject. It is 
with great pleasure I am enabled to state, that these invalua- 
ble institutions are in a most prosperous condition, and that 
very large sums are annually paid for their support. 


The details of our City Finances will be laid before you in 
the Report of the Comptroller. The support of the poor 
forms so large an item of the public expense, that it argues 
some considerable defect in the plan which has heretofore 
been pursued. I am aware of the difficulty and perplexity 
which attend this branch of political economy, but the matter 
is of so much importance, as to entitle it to a prominent place 
in your deliberations : it is very possible that some advanta- 
geous change in the mode of providing a maintenance for 
this class of the community, may suggest itself to your minds. 
I am strongly of the opinion, that the employment of our 
paupers in working a farm, or in gardening would be attend- 
ed with the double advantage of lessening their number, and 
diminishing the expense of those for whom provision must 
necessarily be made. The subject is worthy of the most 
careful examination. 


It is doubtless known to you, that a species of Opthalma 
has for some time prevailed among the children of the Alms 
House ; it will be for you to consider whether some mode 
cannot be devised of affording relief to the sufferers from this 
distressing complaint, and whether they might not be benefit- 
ed by a removal to Blackwell’s Island, or by some other 
change of local situation. 
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In a former communication I suggested the expediency of 
making some of the minor offences committed in violation of 
our city ordinances, misdemeanors, punishable by small fines, 
to be recovered in a summary manner: time has added 
strength to my conviction of the necessity of such a course 
to the proper enforcement of some of our municipal regula- 
tions ; the daily violation of which ought not to be overlooked 
—such are the emptying of dirt from carts into the streets ; 
the rolling of wheel-barrows upon the side walks ; the driving 
of carts without license ; and a variety of offences of a lighter 
character, which produce much inconvenience to our citi- 
zens, and essentially interfere with the order and cleanliness 
of the city. 


In enumerating the subjects which present themselves to 
my mind, as meriting your consideration, I should fail in my 
duty, were I not to call your attention to the recent melan- 
choly disaster, which destroyed many valuable lives, and for 
a time spread a gloom over our city. I need scarcely say 
that I allude to the fall of the building at the corner of Fulton 
and Cliff streets; without pretending to assign the causes 
which produced this particular accident, or cast censure upon 
any individual concerned, I cannot but regard the occurence 
as one which calls for an inquiry whether some new laws 
ought not to be passed for the security of our citizens against 
similar casualties. 


It affords me much gratification to inform you of the im- 
proved condition of that most important branch of our police, 
the City Watch, upon which the repose of our citizens, and 
the safety of our property so essentially depend. The per- 
sons engaged in this responsible employment have always 
constituted a highly respectable class of the community ; but 
some individuals among them, of a different character, have 
been promptly dismissed, and those who are now engaged in 
that duty, under the judicious arrangements of their captains, 
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are becoming constantly more useful, and are entitled to 
confidence and encouragement. 


There is one subject remaining, of more than ordinary con- 
sequence, which before I close this communication, permit 
me again most earnestly to urge upon your attention. The 
project of supplying our city with an abundance of pure and 
wholesome water, is one to which in my mind the reflection 
of every year and every month adds increased importance. 
The practicability of the undertaking has been demonstrated 
beyond a doubt, after the most careful examination by ex- 
perienced and scientific engineers ; and the recent able Re- 
port of a Committee of the Board of Aldermen, contains a 
body of information and argument which it would seem to 
me no candid mind can resist; the cleanliness of our city, 
the health and convenience of its inhabitants, and the security 
of our property, would all be promoted by the accomplish- 
ment of this great object. It is by no means an uncertain 
experiment. We have before us the examples of all ages 
and all countries to sanction and recommend the introduction, 
by artificial means, of this greatest of all luxuries, in which 
the poor may participate equally with the rich. I feel the 
strongest confidence that the more the subject is considered 
the more popular it will become, and that nothing is wanting 
but the completion of the enterprise to unite all opinions and 
all voices in its favor. ‘The famous aqueduct, known by the 
name of New River, by which water is conducted into Lon- 
don, and which traverses a distance of thirty-nine miles, was 
undertaken and carried on under the most discouraging cir- 
cumstances. ‘The original value of a share was one hun- 
dred pounds, the present value is ten thousand pounds. This 
fact speaks volumes, and addresses itself most powerfully to 
those who doubt the expediency of incurring the expense 
which would attend a smilar undertaking for the benefit of 
our own city. I repeat the sentiment which I have before 








837 [ Doc. No. 10. 


expressed, and which is deeply fixed in my mind, that the 
body of representatives by which this object is effected, will 
secure to themselves an imperishable fame, founded in the 
lively gratitude of the present and future generations. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to assure you, that I derive 
pleasure from the reflection that the suggestions which have 
now been made upon various topics connected with the good 
government of the city, which has honored us with its con- 
fidence, will be considered and acted upon under the in- 
fluence of wise and enlightened principles, and whatever may 
be the issue of your deliberations, it will be the result of a 
conscientious discharge of duties, and a single regard to the 
public welfare. 

WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 


Quarantine Ground, Staten Island, June 4, 1832. 


Hon. Water Bowne, 
President of the Board of Health, 


SIR, 


That season of the year has arrived when the citizens of a 
large commercial metropolis like New York, will naturally 
feel some anxiety and make some inquiry as to what is doing 
by the authorities to prevent the introduction of disease 
during the warm months which are approaching. This feel- 
ing is at this time much increased by the knowledge of the 
existence of Cholera Morbus in Europe, and the dreadful 
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ravages it is at this moment making in Great Britain and 
France. 

Aware of the excited state of the public mind, I feel it my 
duty to inform you, that as far as I have learned, the intro- 
duction of malignant fevers from abroad, is not a more pro- 
bable event now than for years past. As to the Cholera, it 
is with much satisfaction I state it, notwithstanding the great 
number of vessels which have arrived, and the immense emi- 
gration from European ports, there has not been the least 
appearance of any disease bearing the slightest resemblance 
to Cholera; and if the present course of cleansing and ven- 
tilation on shore, of all clothing, bedding, &c., of passengers, 
and of such description of cargo as is likely to imbibe and re- 
tain infection, is persisted in, itis my opinion the disease can- 
not be introduced through that medium. 

The state of the Hospitals at this place is as usual at this 
season; there are few patients, and no malignant disease, 
except some cases of small pox. The case of the master of 
the Brig Onslow from Port Au Prince was of a suspicious 
character it is true, but I think nothing will occur from it 
under the precautions which have been used. 


Iam Sir, with sentiments of respect, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. S. WESTERVELT, 
Health Officer. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 2, 1832. 


The Police Committee presented the following Report, together 
with a Law regulating Hackney Coaches, Carriages, and 
Stage Coaches ; whereupon the Report was adopted and the 
Law passed, directed to be printed, and sent to the Board of 
Aldermen for concurrence. 


D. D. Wittiamson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Committee on Police, Watch and Prisons, to whom 
was referred the Resolution on the Law regulating Hackney 
Coaches, and Carriages, and Stage Coaches, and revising the 
same, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That your Committee have deliberately and maturely consi- 
dered the same, and in order to make the Law as complete 
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as possible, they have had at their meetings, for consultation, 
the Attorney and Counsel of the Board, and also Mr. H. 
Storms, the Superintendent; from him they have received 
much practical information. 


Your Committee will here remark, that they have embo- 
died in the present Law as much of the old Law as was 
deemed necessary and best, and in many cases, introduced 
entire new sections; and in other sections, have added new 
matter, not only as an improvement, but for the purpose of 
making the whole more uniform and consistent throughout. 


Your Committee will further remark, that they have in 
most instances, reduced the several penalties for breaches 
committed of the several sections of the Law, and they feel 
assured that the Board will sustain them in it for the follow- 
ing reasons: Because when the penalty or fine, for the 
breach of the Law is large in amount, the person liable is 
seldom prosecuted ; and when prosecuted, the suit will al- 
ways be legally contested; and if after occupying the time 
of the witnesses, court and jurors, the Attorney of the Board 
should be successful (after one or two adjournments) in ob- 
taining a judgment, the Common Council is certain to be pe- 
titioned for the remission of the penalty and costs of the fine 
imposed, and generally the petitioner’s request is granted, on 
account of the heaviness of the fine, as well as the good and 
liberal feeling existing in this Board. It is a well known fact, 
that a large portion of the time of this Board, as well as of 
their Committees, is consumed by these applications. Your 
Committee feel satisfied, that there is no other (or better) re- 
medy but to lessen the fines, and to compel most rigidly the 
payment of them, for we consider that the certainty of pun- 
ishment is more to be dreaded than the law itself. 

Your Committee further remark that in all cases where it 
could be done, they have made the several fines and penalties 
apply to the drivers as well as owners of Hacks and Stages, 
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and that they are made personally responsible, and may be 
prosecuted for the same severally and respectively. It is to 
be hoped that this will have a good and salutary effect, and 
prevent the many abuses often received at their hands. In 
order that the drivers may be better regulated, and compelled 
to observe a due obedience to the several Laws of this Chap- 
ter, we have authorized the Superintendent to bring them to 
an account, and if necessary, to report them to the Mayor, 
who has full power to deprive them of their license. 

Your Committee, in speaking of the rates of fare, and of 
distances, will remark that they have, as far as they were 
capable, equalized the same, and that the whole of the rates 
have been new modeled, and in all cases put on an equitable 
scale, or pro rata price for the distance traveled. Much of 
our time was occupied, and great care observed in doing this, 
and we have particularized what baggage each passenger 
shall be entitled to without additional expense. The Law 
heretofore was silent on this subject, and created much con- 
tention, and frequently left it in the power of an ill-natured 
driver to extort money from the ignorant, and the innocent, 
and we consider it will be found beneficial as well as satisfac- 
tory to all parties. 


Your Committee further report, that for the better carry- 
ing into execution the Law respecting Stages and accomoda- 
tion Coaches, and for the better attending to and collecting 
the several penalties for breaches committed under this title, 
that a Superintendent be appointed specially for this purpose, 
and that the sum of $500 be allowed for his services. Your 
Committee are aware that objections will be made to this 
office, but when the Board are advised and become acquainted 
with the fact, that your Committee have, from a sense of 
duty, increased the charge for each license from one dollar 
to twenty dollars, that they can richly afford to do so; be- 
sides there will be an increase of our revenue, arising out 
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of a rigid enforcement of the Law, in collecting the fines and 

penalties for breaches committed: that there is at this time 

seventy stages, or accommodation coaches, which alone will 

produce $1,400 ; and that it is the opinion of your Committee, 

that it will be as much as any one man can do, in attending 
to and regulating them; that by reason of the great and 
continual increase of these stages and coaches, there has been 
a diminution of at least fifty Hackney Coaches within the 
last year, and it is but reasonable to conclude, as the one 
continues to increase, the other will lessen in number. That 
your Committee have as an additional cause, considered the 
great injury done to our public streets by these heavy accom- 
modation Stages, carrying, in addition to their own weight, 
at least fifteen passengers, grinding our pavements to powder, 
which with the diminution of Hacks, considered that twenty 
dollars for each accommodation Coach or Stage License is 
not too much, and certainly does not bear'an average pro- 
portion to twelve dollars and a half, the charge for each 
Hackney Coach License, the latter carrying but four passen- 
gers. 

Your Committee will conclude this Report, with one gen- 
eral remark, that they have, as far as was in their power, re- 
medied most of the evils and defects heretofore complained 
of, and particularly those of a practical and every day occur- 
rence, and they feel persuaded that the law now presented, 
although far from being perfect, is materially changed for the 
better, and will receive the approbation of this Board. Your 
Committee therefore recommend the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the Law hereunto annexed, regulating 
Hackney Coaches, and Carriages, and Stage Coaches, be 


adopted. 
D. BANKS, 


CHARLES G. FERRIS, 
PETER 8. TITUS. 


Police Committee. 
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A Law to regulate Hackney Coaches and Carriages and Stage 
Coaches. 


TITLE I. 
_ Of the Licensing of Owners of Hackney Coaches. 


§ 1. Owners of Hacks to be licensed. 

. Qualifications of owners. 

. Owners to be examined on oath. 

. Licenses when to expire. 

. Applicants for renewal of licenses to be examined. 
. Contents of license: 

. Sum to be paid for license. 

. Penalty for keeping Hack without license. 


onrankwonde 


§ 1. The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City 
of New York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as 
follows: The Mayor of the City of New York ‘for the time 
being, shall from time to time issue licenses under his hand 
and seal, to so many and such persons as he shall think pro- 
per, to keep Hackney Coaches and Carriages for hire in the 
said city, and to revoke all or any of the said licenses. 


§ 2. No person who is not a citizen of the United States, 
a resident of this city for the last six months, of the age of 
twenty-one years and upwards, and the owner of two good 
horses, and a sufficient Hackney Coach or Carriage, over 
and above all debts due by him, shall be licensed by him as 
aforesaid. 
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§ 3. The Mayor of the said city shall administer to any 
person applying for a license, an oath or affirmation, and 
shall examine such person orally, touching his said applica- 
tion and qualifications to receive said license. 

§ 4. All licenses to the owners of Hackney Coaches and 
Carriages shall expire on the first Monday of June next after 
the date thereof. 


§ 5. No licensed person shall be entitled to have his li- 
cense renewed, unless he shall make it satisfactorily appear 
on oath as aforesaid, that he still owns over and above all his 
debts two good horses and a sufficient and proper Hackney 
Coach as aforesaid. 


§ 6. Every license shall state the number of the carriage 
for which the same is granted. 


§ 7. Every person who may be licensed as aforesaid, shall 
pay to the Mayor, for the use of the city, for each Hackney 
Coach or Carriage, which such person shall keep for hire, 
the sum of twelve dollars and fifty cents. 

§ 8. Every person who shall keep or drive any Hackney 
Coach or Carriage for hire in the city of New York, without 
being first licensed as aforesaid, shall be liable to the penalty 
of fifty dollars for every such offence. 


TITLE II, 
Of the Licensing of Drivers of Hackney Coaches. 


§ 1. Drivers of Hacks to be licensed. 
2. When licenses to expire. 
3. Fees for license. 
4. Penalty for driving without license. ' 
5. Penalty for permitting an unlicensed driver. 


§ 1. The Mayor of the city of New York shall have full 
power and authority, from time to time, to issue licenses un- 
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der his hand and seal, to so many and such persons as he 
may think proper, to drive Hackney Coaches and Carriages, 
and at pleasure to revoke all or any of the said licenses. 


§ 2. All licenses to the drivers of Hackney Coaches, or 
Carriages shall expire on the first Monday in June next after 
the date thereof. 


§ 3. Every driver of a Hackney Coach or Carriage, shall, 
on receiving his license, pay to the Mayor of the city of New 
York, for the use of the said city, the sum of one dollar. 


§ 4. No person shall drive any Hackney Coach or Car- 
riage, without being at the time licensed as aforesaid, under 
the penalty of five dollars for each offence. 


§ 5. No owner of any Hackney Coach or Carriage, shall 
suffer or permit any person to drive such Hackney Coach or 
Carriage, who is not licensed as aforesaid, under the penalty 
of ten dollars for every such offence. 


TITLE III. 
Of the Rates and Prices of Fare. 


. Rates of fare to be taken. 

. Disagreements by whom to be arranged. 

No pay unless hack numbered and rates fixed. 

. No pay if more than legal fare demanded. 

. Upon trial plaintiff shall prove that rates were fixed. 
. Penalty for asking more than legal fare. 


anrwnvnr 


§ 1. The prices or rates of fare to be taken by or paid to 
the owners or drivers of Hackney Coaches or Carriages shall 
be as follows, to wit: 


1. For conveying a passenger any distance not exceeding 
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one mile, twenty-five cents ; and for every additional passen- 
ger, twelve and a half cents. : 


2. For conveying a passenger any distance exceeding a 
mile, and within two miles, fifty cents; and for every addi- 
tional passenger, twenty-five cents. 


3. For conveying a passenger to the New Alms House, 
and returning, seventy-five cents; and for every additional 
passenger, and returning, thirty-seven and a half cents. 


_4, For conveying one passenger to Fortieth-street, and re- 
maining half an hour and returning, one dollar ; and for every 
additional passenger, twenty-five cents. 


5. For conveying one passenger to Sixty-first street, and re- 
maining three quarters of an hour, and returning, one dollar 
and fifty cents; and for every additional passenger, thirty- 
seven and a half cents. 


6. For conveying one passenger to Highty-sixth street, and 
remaining one hour, and returning, two dollars ; and for every 
additional passenger, fifty cents. 


7. For conveying one or more passengers to Harlaem and 
returning, with the privilege of detaining the carriage three 
hours, four dollars. 


8. For conveying one or more passengers to Kingsbridge 
and returning, with the privilege of keeping the carriage all 
day, five dollars. 


9. For the use of a Hackney Coach or Carriage by the 
day, with one or more passengers, five dollars. 


10. For the use of a Hackney Coach or Carriage by the 
hour, with one or more passengers, with the privilege of going 
from place to place, and of stopping as often as may be re- 
quired, as follows, viz.—for the first hour one dollar, for the 


second hour seventy-five cents, and for every succeeding 
hour fifty cents. 
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11. In all cases where the hiring of a hackney coach or 
carriage is not at the time thereof specified to be by the day 
or hour, it shall be deemed to be by the mile. 


12. For children between two and fourteen years of age, 
half price is only to be charged; and for children under two 
years of age no charge is to be made. 


13. Whenever a hackney coach or carriage shall be de- 
tained excepting as aforesaid, the owner or driver shall be al- 
lowed after the rate of seventy-five cents for an hour, thirty-_ 
seven anda half cents for each and every subsequent hour, 
and so in proportion for any part of the first and subsequent 
hour which the same may be so detained. 


14. For attending a funeral within the lamp and watch 
district, two dollars, and to the Potter’s Field, three dollars, 
which charges shall include for the necessary detention and 
returning with passengers. 


§ 2. In case of disagreement as to distance, or price, the 
same shall be determined by the Mayor or Superintendent of 
Hackney Coaches and Carriages. 


§ 3. The owner of any hackney coach or carriage shall 
not demand or receive any pay for the conveyance of any 
passenger, unless the number of the carriage and the rates 
and prices of fare shall be fixed and placed in the manner 
hereinafter directed by section second of title fourth of this 
Law, at the time such passenger may be conveyed in such 
carriage. 

§ 4. The owner or driver of any hackney coach or car- 
riage shall not be entitled to recover or receive any pay from 
any person, from whom he shall have demanded any greater 
price or rates than he may be authorized to receive as afore- 
said. 


§ 5. Upon the trial of any cause commenced for the reco- 
very of any of the aforesaid prices or rates, it shall be incum- 
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bent upon the plaintiff or plaintiffs, in such action, to prove 
that the number and prices or rates where placed and fixed 


‘in pursuance of the provisions of this law, at the time the ser- 


vices were rendered, for which the suit may be brought. 


§ 6. No owner or driver of any hackney coach or car- 
riage in the city of New York, shall ask, demand, or receive 
any larger sum than he or they may be entitled to receive 
“as aforesaid, under the penalty of ten dollars for every such 
offence, to be sued for and recovered from the owner, or 
owners, or driver of any such hackney coach or carriage, 
severally and respectively. 





TITLE IV. 


Of the Regulating and Numbering of Hacks. 


§ 1. Hacks to be marked and numbered. 
2. To be furnished with lamps with the numbers thereon. 
3. Penalty for not numbering and furnishing with lamps. 
4, Rates to be fixed or placed. 
5. Penalty for refusing employment. 


§ 1. Every hackney coach or carriage which shall resort 
to or come upon any of the stands hereinafter designated, 
or which shall be found waiting for hire at a place other than 
the house or stable of the owner thereof, shall be marked and 
numbered in the manner following, that is to say 

The number of the license of the owner thereof shall be 

fixed in plain legible brass figures, of at least two inches 
in length, and a quarter of an inch thick, on each side 
of the rocker immediately under the doors of the car- 
riage ; and on the outside thereof, and in the rear of the 
driver, in such place and manner as shall be designated 
and approved by the Superintendent of Hacks. 
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§ 2. Every hackney coach or carriage, when driven or 
used in the night, shall have fixed upon some conspicuous 
part of the outside thereof, two lighted lamps with plain glass 
fronts and sides, and having the number of the license of 
the owner of such hackney coach or carriage in plain legible 
figures, of at least two inches in length, and no other figure 
or device, painted with black paint, upon each of the said 
lamps, in such a manner that the same may be distinctly seen 
and known, when the said hackney coach or carriage may 
be standing or driving. 

§ 3. Any person or persons who shall keep or drive such 
hackney coach or carriage, in violation of any or either of the 
preceding provisions of this title, shall forfeit and pay for 
every such offence, the sum of ten dollars, to be sued for and 
recovered from the owner or driver thereof severally and 
respectively. 

‘§ 4. There shall be fixed in every hackney coach or car- 
riage, in such a manner as can be conveniently read by 
any person in the same, a card containing the name of the 
owner of said carriage, the number of his license, and the 
whole of the third title of this act, printed in plain legible 
characters. 

1, Every driver or owner of such hackney coach or car- 
riage shall, when required so to do by any passenger in such 
hackney coach or carriage, exhibit to such passenger a card 
in every respect similar to the one above mentioned and 
described in this section. 

2, Any person who shall violate any or either of the pro- 
visions of this section, shall forfeit and pay for every such 
offence, the sum of ten dollars, to be sued for and recovered 
from the owner or driver of such hackney coach or carriage, 
severally and respectively. 

§ 5. No owner or driver of any hackney coach or car- 
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riage, whilst on any of the stands hereinafter designated, or 
whilst waiting for employment at any place other than at the 
house or stable of the owner thereof, shall refuse or neglect 
to convey any person or persons to any place or places on 
the island of New York, upon being applied to for that pur- 
pose, and on being tendered the fare for the same, under a 
penalty of ten dollars for every such refusal or neglect, to be 
sued for and recovered from the owner or driver of any such 
hackney coach or carriage, severally and respectively. 


TITLE V. 
Of the places at which Hacks may stand for Hire. 


§ 1. Hack stands designated. 
2. The Mayor, &c., to designate further stands. 
3. Penalty for waiting for hire at other places. 


§ 1. Hackney coaches and carriages may stand waiting 
for employment at all times, Sundays excepted, at the stands 
herein named that is to say: 


1. On the northerly side of Chatham street along the 
Park. 


2. In Broadway, around the Bowling Green. 

3. In Barclay street, west of Washington street. 
4, In Pearl street, at Hanover Square. 

5. In Maiden Lane, south-east of Pearl street: 


6. In Murray street, between Washington street and West 
street. 


7. In Hudson street, along St. John’s Park. 
8. In Beekman street, south-east of Pear] street. 
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9. In Hudson street, near the Little Park. 

10. In Reed street, West of Washington street. 

11. In Canal street, west of Washington street. 

12. In Chatham Square. 

13. In Grand street south-east of 

14. In Catharine street, south-east of Cherry street. 

15. On the northerly side of Canal street, east of Broad- 
way. 

16. On the southerly side of Courtlandt street, west of 
Washington street. 

§ 2. The Mayor of the city of New York, with the advice 
and consent of the Alderman and Assistant of each ward, 
may, from time to time, designate such other place or places 
in each ward, as they shall deem proper, at which hackney 
coaches and carriages may stand waiting for employment. 

§ 3. The owner or driver of any hackney coach or carriage 
which shall stand waiting for employment at any other time 
or place than herein are designated or may be designated as 
aforesaid, shall forfeit, and pay for every such offence, the 
sum of ten dollars, to be recovered from the owner or driver 
thereof, severally and respectively, 


street. 








TITLE VI. 
Of Special Hackney Coaches or Carriages. 


§ 1. Special hacks how licensed. 
2. Fees for license. 
3. License when to expire. 
4. Not to use public stands. 
5. Shall be duly inspected. 
6. Provisions of certain sections to apply to special hacks. 


§ 1. The proprietor of any hackney coach or carriage who 
does not intend to come upon and use the public stands with 
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such hackney coach or carriage, shall, at the time of applying 
for a license for the same, state in writing to the Mayor, such 
intention ; and thereupon, a special license may be granted 
in the discretion of the Mayor to such proprietor. 


§ 2. For every such special license granted by virtue of the 
provisions of this title, shall be paid the sum of twenty dollars. 


§ 3. Every such license shall expire on the first Monday 
of June next after the date thereof, and may be renewed on 
application for such purpose. 


§ 4, No hackney coach or carriage which shall be specially 
licensed by virtue of the provisions of this title, shall make use 
of or come upon or stand or wait for employment in any of 
the public stands or at any other place in the city of New 
York, except upon the premises of the owner thereof, under a 
penalty of ten dollars for every such offence, to be recovered 
from the owner or driver thereof, severally and respectively. 


§ 5. The Superintendent of Hacks, shall at all reasonable 
times, have free access to such hackney coaches and car- 
riages within the premises of their several proprietors, as shall 
be necessary to the performance of his duties, under a penal- 
ty of ten dollars upon each and every person who shall ob- 
struct, disturb or molest the said Superintendent, whilst in 
the discharge of his duties as aforesaid. 


§ 6. The several provisions and penalties of sections 2d, 
3d and 5th, of title Ist of this act, shall in all and every res- 
pect, apply to hackney coaches and carriages, which may be 
licensed by virtue of the provisions of this title, and the own- 
ers and drivers thereof, severally and respectively. 
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TITLE VII. 


Of the Superintendent of Hackney Coaches and Carriages. 


§ 1. Superintendent of hacks appointed. 
His duties and powers. 

Penalty for disobeying his orders. 
Superintendent to report offenders. 
He shall arrange hacks on the stands. 


His salary. 


Po me Be 


§ 1. A suitable and proper person shall be appointed by 
the Common Council, who shall be known and called the 
Superintendent of Hackney Coaches and Carriages. 


§ 2. It shall be the duty of the said Superintendent of 
Hacks, to visit the public stands, and all place where hack- 
ney coaches and carriages are permitted to stand : he shall 
have power and authority to order away from the stands and 
from all other places, any hackney coach or carriage not 
provided with a number, or with lamps fixed up, lighted and 
numbered as herein before required, or not furnished with 
proper and suitable harness and horses, or if the same, in his 
opinion, should be improperly obstructing the way, or street, 
or if the horses attached thereto are unruly, or if the driver 
or person having charge of any such hackney coach or car- 
riage is intoxicated, or in any manner misbehaves himself. 

§ 3. If any person having charge of any such hackney 
coach or carriage, shall refuse or neglect to obey any such 
order of the said Superintendent, he or they shall forfeit and 
pay for every such offence the sum of ten dollars, to be re- 
covered from the owner or driver of every such hackney 
coach or carriage, severally and respectively. 

§ 4. It shall be the duty of the said Superintendent of 
Hacks, to see that all the laws regulating hackney coaches 
and carriages, are in every respect complied with: and it is 
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particularly enjoined upon the said Superintendent of Hacks 
that he report all offenders thereof to the Attorney of the 
Corporation. 


§ 5. The Superintendent of Hacks, under the direction of 
the Mayor, shall determine the number of coaches or car- 
riages for any particular stand, and he shall also designate 
the coaches or carriages which shall wait for employment at 
any particular stand; and also the proper boundaries and 
limits of every stand. 


§ 6. The said Superintendent of Hacks shall be paid for 
his services, the sum of eight hundred dollars per annum. 


TITLE VIII. 


Of Licensing Stage or Accommodation Coaches. 


1. Stage coaches to be licensed. 
2. Qualifications of owners of stage coaches. 
3. Liéenses when to expire. 
4. Contents of license. 
5. Fees for license. 

6. Penalty for driving without license. 
7. Certain provisions to apply to stages. 


§ 1. The Mayor of the city of New York, for the time 
being, shall from time to time, issue licenses under his hand 
and seal, to so many and such persons as he shall think 
proper to keep accommodation coaches or stages or stage 
coaches, for the conveyance of passengers from any part of 
the city to the southward of Fortieth street to any other part 
of the said city south of said street, for hire or wages. 


§ 2. No person unless he be a citizen of the United States, 
a resident of the city of New York for the last six months, of 
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the age of twenty-one years and upwards, and the owner of 
two good horses, and a sufficient accommodation stage or 
stage coach, over and above all debts due by him, shall be 
licensed as aforesaid. 

§ 3. All licenses granted by virtue of this title, shall expire 
on the first Monday in July next, after the date thereof, and 
shall be renewed by the Mayor on application. 


§ 4. Every license granted by virtue of the provisions of 
this title, shall state the number of the accommodation coach 
or stage for which the same is granted, and a separate license 
shall be taken out for every accommodation stage or coach. 


§ 5. Every person licensed by virtue of the provisions of 
this title, shall pay to the Mayor of the city of New York, 
for the use of the city, for every accommodation coach or 
stage, or stage coach which such person shall keep, the sum 
of twenty dollars. 

§ 6. No person shall keep or drive for hire or wages in the 
city of New York, any accommodation coach or stage or 
stage coach, by whatever name or title the same may be 
known or designated, without being licensed as aforesaid, 
under the penalty of fifty dollars for every such offence, to 
be recovered from the owner or owners or driver thereof, 
severally and respectively. 

§ 7. The provisions and penalties of the several sections 
of this chapter, regulating hackney coaches, shall apply in 
every respect, to all accommodation stages or coaches, or 
stage coaches, which shall or may be licensed by virtue of 
the provisions of this title. 
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TITLE IX. 


Of the places at which Accommodation Stages or Stage Coaches 
may stand waiting for hire. 


. Stands for stages. 

. Certain stages to stand in Nassau and Broad streets. 
. May stop at corner of Pine and Nassau streets. 

. Certain stages to stand in Wall street. 

. Penalty for standing elsewhere. 


OF eo We 


§ 1. Accommodation stages or coaches or stage coaches, 
may stand waiting for hire or employment at all times, Sun- 
days excepted, at the stands herein named, to wit: 


§ 2. All those stages or coaches which run or ply between 
Wall street and Greenwich Village, may stand for the pur- 
pose of receiving passengers, on the westerly side of Nassau 
street, between Wall street and Pine street, and on the west- 
erly side of Broad street, at its junction with Wall street. 


§ 3. The stage coaches or carriages named in the second 
section of this title, may, from time to time, in their passage 
northward from the said stand, call at the south-westerly 
corner of Nassau street and Pine street, to take up and re- 
ceive passengers: provided that no such stage, coach or 
carriage shall remain or stand at the said corner, longer than 
five minutes at any one time. 

§ 4, All those stages or coaches which run from Wall 
street in Broadway above Canal street, may stand, for the 
purpose of receiving passengers, on the southerly side of 
Wall street, between William street and Nassau street. 


§ 5. If any stage or accommodation coach or carriage 
shall be allowed to stand for hire or employment in any 
other street or place, or for any longer time than is specified 
in the third section of this title, the owner or driver thereof 
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shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, the sum of five 
‘dollars, to be sued for and recovered from the owner or dri- 
ver thereof, severally and respectively. 


TITLE X. 


Of the Regulation of Accommodation Stages or Stage Coaches 
whilst upon the stand, or whilst moving from one part of the 
stand to another. 


§ 1. Stages to take the rear of the stand. 
2. Stages not to leave stand out of their order. 
3. Not to stand abreast. 
4. Not to leave stand within five minutes of each other. 


§ 1. Every stage coach or carriage named or referred to 
in the ninth title of this chapter, shall on returning to the 
stands mentioned in the said title, take its station in the rear 
of the stage coaches or carriages, then occupying the stands; 
and each stage coach or carriage, when leaving the said 
stand, shall wait for its turn in the order in which it arrives 
on said stand, under a penalty for a violation of either of 
the provisions of this section, of ten dollars, to be sued for 
and recovered from the owner or driver thereof, severally 
and respectively. 

§ 2. No stage coach or carriage occupying either of the 
stands mentioned in the ninth title of this chapter, shall, for 
the purpose of taking’ and conveying passengers, leave the 
stand or place which it occupies until its turn, under the 
penalty of five dollars for every offence, to be sued for and 
recovered from the owner or driver thereof, severally and 


respectively. 
8 
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§ 3. No stage coach or carriage, whilst upon, at or near 
either of the said stands, shall stand abreast, or along side of 
any other stage coach or carriage, under the penalty of five 
dollars for every offence, to be sued for and recovered from 
the owner or driver thereof, severally and respectively. 


§ 4. No-stage coach or carriage shall leave the stands 
designated in title ninth of this chapter, until five minutes 
shall have elapsed after the departure of the stage coach or 
carriage immediately preceding, under a penalty of five dol- 
lars, to be sued for and recovered from the owner or driver 
thereof, severally and respectively. 


TITLE. XI. 


Of the Regulation of Accommodation Stages or Coaches or 
Stage Coaches, while going or driving. 


§ 1. Rate at which stages may drive. 
2. Stages when going not to pass each other. 
3. Provisional exception. 
4. Not to stop for passengers before getting into Broadway. 


§ 1. The owner, or driver, or person having charge of 
any accommodation stage or stage coach, shall not drive, or 
suffer, or permit the same to be driven in the city of New 
York, at greater speed than at the rate of five miles an hour, 
under the penalty of five dollars for every such offence, to be 
recovered from the owner or driver, or person having charge 
thereof, severally and respectively. 


§ 2. The owner, or driver, or person having charge of 
any accommodation stage or stage coach, shall not, on any 
street, road, or avenue or highway in the city of New York, 
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pass, or attempt to pass with the same, any other accommo- 
dation stage or stage coach, which shall be driving or going 
the same route or direction, or going on the same street, 
road, or way, at the rate or speed of not less than four miles 
an hour, under a penalty of ten dollars for every such offence, 
to be recovered from the owner, or driver, or person having 
charge thereof, severally and respectively. 


§ 3. The last preceding section shall not be deemed to 
prevent the passing of any accommodation stage or stage 
coach, which shall have stopped for the purpose of taking 
in or letting out a passenger or passengers, or for any other 
purpose. 

§ 4. No accommodation stage or stage coach shall, after 
having started on its route from Wall street, or from the 
corner of Nassau street and Pine street, stop to take in any 
passenger until it shall have got into Broadway, under the 
penalty of five dollars for every offence, to be recovered 
from the owner or driver severally and respectively. 





TITLE XII. 


Of the appointment of a Superintendent of Accommodation Stages 
or Stage Coaches. 


§ 1. Superintendent of stage coaches appointed. 
2. His duties and powers. 
3. Penalty for neglecting his orders. 
4. He shall report offenders. 
5. He shall fix the stages for certain stands. 
6. His salary. 


§ 1. A suitable person shall be appointed by the Common 
Council, who shall be known as and called “the Superin- 
tendent of Stage Coaches.” 
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§ 2. It shall be the duty of the said Superintendent of 
Stage Coaches, to visit the stands designated in title ninth 
of this chapter, and such other places as may by law be de- 
signated as standings for stages. He shall have full power 
and authority to order away from the stands, any coach or 
stage not provided with proper and sufficient horses or har- 
ness ; or if the horses attached thereto are unruly ; or if the 
driver or person having charge thereof is intoxicated, or in 
any manner misbehaves himself. 


' § 8. Ifany person or persons having charge of any such 
stage or coach, shall refuse or neglect to obey any such or- 
der of the said Superintendent of Stages, he or they shall 
forfeit and pay for every such offence, the sum of five dol- 
lars, to be recovered from the owner or driver thereof, seve- 
rally and respectively. 


' §4. It shall be the duty of the said Superintendent of 
Stages to see that all the laws, regulating accommodation 
stages and coaches are in every respect complied with: 
And it is particularly enjoined upon the said Superintendent 
that he report all offenders thereof to the Attorney of the 
Corporation. 


§ 5. The Superintendent of Stages, under the direction 
of the Mayor of the City of New York, shall determine the 
number of coaches or stages for any particular stand ; and 
he shall also designate the proper boundaries and limits of 
every stand. 


§ 6. The said Superintendent of Stages shall be paid for 
his services the sum of five hundred dollars per annum. 
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TITLE XIII. 


Miscellaneous provisions of a general nature. 


. Drivers regulated. 

. Hacks shall convey certain articles without charge. 
Mayor &c., to make further regulations. 

. Penalty for disobeying the same. 

. Certain provisions to apply to sleighs. 

. Driver &c., to give his name and number. 


DWP ww pe 


§ 1. No person, whether driver or owner of any hackney 
coach or accommodation stage coach, while waiting for em- 
ployment at either of the said stands, shall snap or flourish 
his whip, or shall leave the seat of such coach or carriage un- 
der the penalty of five dollars for every such offence, to be 
recovered from the owner or driver thereof, severally and 
respectively. 

§ 2. Every driver or owner of a hackney coach or car- 
riage shall carry, transport and convey in and upon his coach 
or carriage, in addition to the person or persons therein, one 
trunk, valise, saddlebag, carpet bag, portmanteau, box, bun- 
dle, basket, or other articles used in travelling, if he be re- 
quested so to do, without charge or compensation therefor, 
but for every trunk or other such article as above named, 
more than one, he shall be entitled to demand and receive 
the sum of six cents, if conveyed within the distance of one 
mile, and if more than one mile, the sum of twelve and a half 
cents. 

§ 3. The Mayor of the city of New York, with the assist- 
ance of the Superintendent of Hacks, and by and with the 
consent of the Alderman and Assistant of each ward 
respectively, shall have full power and authority to make 
such rules and regulations, and give such order respecting 
the standing of hackney coaches and carriages at and near 
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the theatres and other places of amusement at night, and 
at and near steamboats, and other vessels, at all times, and 
also respecting the standing of accommodation stages or 
coaches, or stage coaches, at and upon the stands designated 
and specified for such coaches or stages as may be necessary 
to preserve order and decorum. 


§ 4. Every person or persons, who shall neglect to obey 
any of the said rules, regulations, or orders, shall forfeit and 
pay for every such offence, the sum of five dollars, to be re- 
covered from the owner or driver of any such hackney coach 
or carriage, severally and respectively. 


§ 5. All the provisions and penalties of this chapter shall 
apply to the sleighs which shall come upon and use the 
stands hereinbefore designated, and to the owner, or owners, 
or driver thereof; and shall also apply, in all respects, to 
sleighs which shall be driven and used for the conveyance of 
passengers in the city of New York for hire or wages, except 
that the sleighs shall not require lamps. 


§ 6. Every owner, driver or person having charge of any 
hackney coach, carriage or accommodation coach, or stage, 
shall, upon being requested so to do, give to any person or 
persons the number of his coach or stage, the name of the 
owner thereof, and his place of abode, the name of the driver 
thereof, and his place of abode ; and in default thereof, shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars, to be sued for and re- 
covered from the owner or driver of such coach or stage, 
severally and respectively. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XIL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 16, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 
approval. Accepted, and ordered to be filed. 


D. D. Wituiamson, Clerk pro tem. 


Mavor’s Orrice, Juny 16, 1832. 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution that Amity Lane be opened from Broadway 
to Sullivan street, and Thomas Cotterell appointed Collector 
—and Resolution relating to Fifth street, between Mercer 
and Wooster streets, 


Ordinance to prevent Swine and Neat Cattle from running 
at large, 

A Law to amend the Law regulating the Cleaning of the 
Public Streets. of the City of New York, 
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Resolution relative to Salaries of Comptroller, Collector 
of City Revenue, and Clerks of Ward Courts, 

Resolutions in favor of granting petitions of Abijah E. 
Reed, G. G. Willis, and Andrew McGuire, from the payment 
of erroneous taxes, 

Resolution that side walks of Seventh Ward, north of 
Water street, and west of Walnut street be paved, 

Resolution appropriating Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars 
for a Clock and Lamps for Room of the Board of Assistants, 

Resolution in favor of paying Cornelius Myers, Keeper of 
Potters’ Field, Eighty-one Dollars and seventy-five cents, for 
burying Dogs, 

Resolution to pay Jacob Westervelt, Sheriff, the sum of 
One Hundred and Twenty-two Dollars, fifty cents, for exe- 
cuting Death Warrant, &c., on James Ransom, 

Resolution referring petition of John Smith and others, for 
a Well and Pump in Fourth street, to the Alderman and As- 
sistant of the Ffteenth Ward, and Street Commissioner, 

Resolution in favor of constructing Drain across West 
street, and south side of Courtlandt street, 

Resolution referring petition of Henry Rankin and others, 
to erect Iron Railing in front of houses in Sixth street, to the 
Alderman and Assistant of the Fifteenth Ward. 

Resolution approving of sureties of Inspectors of the Ist 
Ath, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 11th, 13th, and 14th Wards, 

Resolution transferring Stall, No. 21, Catharine Market, to 
William Sembler, : 

Resolution that the Comptroller pay such sums of money 
as may from time to time be required by the Superintendent 
of Cleaning Streets, not at any one time to exceed Two 
Thousand Dollars, 


Resolution that the account of Levi Disbrow, amounting to 
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Five Hundred and eighty-two Dollars, for boring for water at 
the corner of Grand .and Mangin streets, be paid out of the 
City Treasury, and not assessed on the inhabitants in the 
vicinity, 

Resolution that the Superintendent of Lamps place Lamps, 
under the direction of the Aldermen and Assistants of, in the 
Eleventh and Fifteenth Wards, 

Two Reports from the City Inspector of Ordinances—one 
of two and one of seven—for Correcting Nuisances. 

WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 


s 








tail AO 
; Hievibesd i asbs0, 


hus Basvell 






eetzat ok 








67 


DOCUMENT NO. XIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 23, 1832. 


Communication from the Mayor relating to subjects referred to 
him. Directed to be filed. 
D. D. Wittiamson, Clerk pro tem. 


Mayor’s Orricr, Juty 23, 1832. 


Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution appropriating Ninety-five Dollars, eighty-four 
cents, for Reservoir, and for Slating Roof of Old Alms House, 
(excess of bills over former appropriation, ) 

Ordinance for Four Thousand Dollars to be paid House of 
Refuge, in conformity with an Act of the Legislature, 

And two Special Ordinances for Correcting Nuisances. 

WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 








; 
. a + 
. . Zé 
os P b ° 
= ‘ . ; 5 
es j a 
> 
H i 
— hs q 
“’ . » o 
, 
as q f rete eatie 
ss : ; fo 













69 


DOCUMENT NO. XIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 30, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor on subjects sent to him for approval. 


Directed to be filed. 
D. D. Witu1amson, Clerk pro tem. 


Mayor’s Orricr, Juty 28, 1832. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution that Eighteenth street be regulated and paved 
from Seventh to Tenth Avenue, 

Resolution to pay Isaac C. Osborn Fifty-one Dollars as 
Street Inspector of the Fifteenth Ward,—from 3d May to 
6th of June, 

Resolution to pave side walks in Hammersley street from 
Houstoun to Varick street, 
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Resolution to have a map of property near the Five Points 
made, 

Resolution to regulate and pave Lewis street from Fourth 
street to Highth street, 

Resolution that Third Street from its present termination 
near Lewis Street, be filled and regulated to a point 37 feet 
east of Mangin street, 

Resolution that curb and gutter stones, be placed in Stuy- 
vesant and Tenth streets, between Second and Third Ave- 
nues, and that the side walks be laid, 

Resolution in relation to removing pauper children afflicted 
with opthalma, 

Resolution.in relation to fees usually collected from women 
occupying stands for sale of vegetables, 

Resolution to regulate and pave Front street from Mont- 
gomery to Walnut street, 

Resolution to regulate part of Sixteenth, Seventeenth, 
Highteenth and Nineteenth streets, 

Resolution permitting Susan Ackerman to place an Iron 
Pipe in West street, 

Resolution that a Lease for a Lot of Ground be executed 
and delivered to Peter D. Myers, 


And four Reports, with thirteen Ordinances for Correcting 
Nuisances, 


WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


AUGUST 6, 1832. 


Report of Committee on Public Lands and Places on the subject 
of the Catholic Burying Ground. Report adopted. 
D. D. Wituramson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Committee on Public Lands and Places, to whom was 
referred the annexed Documents in relation to the Catholic 


Burying Ground, 
RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have given to the subject their mature deliberation 
and have arrived at the conclusion that it is inexpedient to 
convey to the Board of Trustees of St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
any portion of the Public Ground as a burial-place, as it ap- 
pears by a communication from the Rector of said Cathedral 
to the Hon. Walter Bowne, that they are making every exer- 
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tion to procure a suitable site for a burial-ground, and believe 
that they will soon obtain one. 

Your Committee are therefore of opinion that it is inexpe- 
dient for the Common Council to act upon this subject at 
this time, and would respectfully offer the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Committee be discharged from any 
further consideration of the subject. 


, 


All which is respectfully submitted, 


FRANCIS FICKETT, 
THOMSON PRICE. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XVI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


AUGUST 11, 1832. 


Communication from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to 
him. Directed to be filed. 
D. D. Wiiuramson, Clerk pro tem. 


Mayor’s Orrice, Aucust 11, 1832. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution to amend Ordinance relating to employing the 
Poor, 

Ordinances for a Well and Pump in Twentieth street, the 
like in Sixteenth, Seventeenth and Eighteenth streets, 

Ordinances in relation to Stuyvesant street, Third street, 
Tenth street, Lewis street, Eighteenth street, Hammersley 
street, and — A, 
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Resolution appropriating One Thousand Dollars to print 
the State Laws relating to the City, 
And three Ordinances for Correcting Nuisances. 
WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XVII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


AUGUST 13, 1832. 


Report of the Comptroller relative to building a Watch House 
and Market. Directed to be filed. 
D. D. Wittramson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Comptroller respectfully reports to the Common 
Council, 


That by their resolutions approved by the Mayor, October 
27, 1831, the Committee on Fire and Water were directed 
to procure Estimates for erecting a building at the corner of 
Delancey and Attorney ‘streets, and to report the same to 
the Common Council—that on the 15th of March, 1832, the 
said Committee directed the Commissioners to advertise for 
Estimates for erecting said building, and to report the same 
to the Common Council. 


Also, that by resolution of the Common Council, approved 
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by the Mayor April 27, 1832, it was “referred to the Fire 
and Building. Department to advertise for Estimates, under 
the direction of the Market Committee, for erecting one or 
more Market houses on the ground at the intersection of 
Sixth Avenue and Greenwich Lane, &c.”—that on the 29th 
June, 1832, the Market Committee resolved to build a 
Market on said ground, and directed the Superintendent of 
Buildings do advertise for Estimates, the work to be done to 
his satisfaction. 

The annexed Documents have been obtained by the Comp- 
troller, as containing all the proceedings of the Common 
Council relating to those two subjects, and he respectfully 
craves particular reference to, and examination of, said Do- 
cuments, for the reason that they have been interpreted as 
authority to make contracts for the erection of the buildings 
therein mentioned, which buildings are now in progress of 
erection, by virtue of the contracts so entered into, and, as 
the Comptroller humbly conceives, without the proper autho- 
rity of the Common Council, inasmuch as the resolutions of 
the Common Council before alluded to, are resolutions of re- 
ference, and reference only, for the acquirement of informa- 
tion relating to subjects on which they were yet to act defi- 
nitively ; and that this is their true meaning seems to him 
manifest from the very terms in which they are couched. 


Thus the second resolution, respecting the corner of De- 
lancey and Attorney streets, expressly requires that report be 
made to the Common Council: and, in relation to the Mar- 
ket, the resolution is of itself declaratory of the intention of 
the Common Council, for its very words are that it be referred 
&c., &c., which, with the facts that there was no delegation 
of their power, nor any appropriation for either object, at that 
time, is deemed conclusive of the determination of the Com- 
mon Council, that they were yet to act on both those subjects 
prior to any executive proceedings thereon. 
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The Comptroller is fully aware that this communication, 
from its very nature, will wear the appearance of desiring to 
exercise a sort of censorship, and he is therefore particularly 
solicitious of its being understood as induced by a sense of 
imperative duty only. 

Acting in the firm belief that to have the government ad- 
ministered with regularity and efficiency it is indispensably 
requisite that every Department should implicitly obey the 
directions received from, and be rigidly confined to the limits 
prescribed by the Common Council, the foregoing is respect- 
fully submitted by 

T. J. WATERS, 
New York, August 13, 1832. Comptroller. 


Documents referred to in preceding Report. 


Resolved, That a building be erected on the lot corner of 
Delancey and Attorney streets, of brick, two stories in height ; 
the lower floor for the accommodation of a Fire Engine, Hook 
and Ladder Company, Hose Truck, and a Sub-Watch 
House, the second story to be rented to the best advantage. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Fire and Water be di- 
rected to procure Estimates for the aforesaid building, and 
that they report the same to the Common Council. 

AEE by the es of Aldermen, October 3, 1831. 
“ Assistants “ 24, 1831. 
Ab by the Mayor, S24, VSS. 


J. MORTON Clerk. 
Commitiee on Fire and Water. 
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Mr. Roome presents plans and specifications for the 
building corner of Delancey and Attorney streets. Plan ap- 
proved. Commissioners to advertise for Estimates and re- 
port the same to the Common Council. 


D. D. Witiramson, Clerk pro tem. 
Committee on Fire and Waiter. 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Fire and Building De- 
partment to advertise for Estimates under the direction of 
the Market Committee, for erecting one or more Market 
Houses on the ground recently purchased for that purpose, 
at the intersection of Sixth Avenue and Greenwich Lane, and 
with accommodations in the second story of said building for 
a Watch House. 
| Adopted by the Board of Assistants, April 16, 1832. 

“Aldermen, April 23, 1832. 
Approved by the Mayor April 27, 1832. 
Copy. 
D. D. WILLIAMSON. 





Meeting of the Market Committee. 
June 29, 1832. 


Resolved, That a Market be built on the Lot corner of 
Greenwich Lane and Sixth Avenue. Adopted. 


Plan presented, adopted. 
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Specification to be submitted to Mr. Woodruff and Mr. 
Dunshee : after their approval, the Superintendent of Build- 
ing to advertise for Estimates, the work to be done to his 
satisfaction. 

D. D. WILLIAMSON, 
Clerk of the Market Committee. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XVIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


SEPTEMBER 3, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to papers referred to him for 
approval. Directed to be filed. 


D. D. Wiitramson, Clerk pro tem. 


Mayor’s Orrice, SEPTEMBER 3, 1832. 


Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 


Resolution to transfer Butchers’ Stalls, No 35, Catharine 
Market, to Andrew Lang—No. 4, Gouverneur Market, to 
Frederick Paff—No. 35, Fulton Market, to Morton Fair- 
child, 
~ Resolution and Ordinance relating to paving Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth and Seventh streets, from Avenue D to Lewis street, 

11 








Doc. No. 18.] 82 


Resolution fora Well in Seventeenth street near the Seventh 
Avenue, — 


Ordinance for repaving Cedar street, from Broadway to 
Greenwich street, 


Resolution to supply the Members of the Common Coun- 
cil, and Public Officers, with the Laws of the State passed at 
the last session of the Legislature, 

Resolution for an additional appropriation of Eleven Dol- 
lars and fifty cents for furnishing the room of the Board of 
Assistants, 

And nine Ordinances for Correcting Nuisances. 


WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


SEPTEMBER 5, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to papers referred to him for 


approval. Directed to be filed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Orrice, SEPTEMBER 5, 1832. 
Genilemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution appropriating Six Thousand, Five Hundred 
and Seventy-six Dollars for Market corner of Sixth Avenue 
and Greenwich Lane, 

Resolution to fence certain lots in the Ninth Ward, 

Resolution that Stall No. 15, Centre Market, be transfer- 
red to Joseph Hill, 

And Resolution passed with closed doors on the 3d Sep- 


tember. 
WALTER BOWNE, 


Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XxX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1832. 


Report of Street Commitice on petition of St. Mark’s Church for 


regulating and paving Stuyvesant and Tenth streets. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the annexed 
petition from the Rector, Church Wardens and Vestrymen 
of St. Mark’s Church, praying that Stuyvesant and Tenth 
streets may be regulated and paved between the Second and 


Third Avenues, 


REPORT, 


That a previous petition to effect the same object was before 
this Committee, some time during the last summer. At that 
time a part of this Committee, seeing the necessity of this 
work, was inclined to report in favor of the petition. The 
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Committee now state that the Congregation attending St. 
Mark’s Church are numerous and highly respectable, that 
these two streets are the leading avenues to the Church, and 
through which nine-tenths of the Congregation pass on their 
way to and from the Church. The state of the streets 
through the winter season and in wet weather is such as to 
deter many from attending Church, as they are rendered 
nearly impassable to a pedestrian. 





Stuyvesant street is built upon to a considerable extent, 
and there are also some buildings on Tenth street. The lots 
in the vicinity of both are regulated, and if the streets were 
also regulated and paved there would doubtless be a ready 
accession to the buildings now erected. 

This part of the City is increasing in a degree almost un- 
exampled, when reference is had to the number and expense 
of houses recently erected or now about being commenced. 





Your Committee think the petition is not only reasonable, 
but that it is imperative on the Common Council to grant 
relief, when the respectability of the petitioners, the interest 
they represent, and the object to be effected are taken into 
view. In accordance with which opinion the following reso- 
lution is offered : 

Resolved, That Stuyvesant street and Tenth street be forth- 
with regulated and paved, and the side walks laid between 
the Second and Third Avenues. 

. WM. W. HOLLY, 
. Chawrman. 
JAS. R. WHITING. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1832. 


The Street Commissioner made the following Report, which was 
ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Commissioner, in obedience to the annexed 
Resolution, requiring him to report his own construction of 
the powers and duties “vested in him by the Ordinance of 
October 5th, 1831, creating a Street Commissioner’s De- 
partment, and whether the present mode of accountability 
in the Street Commissioner’s Department is, in his opinion, 
the best that can be adopted, and if not, to furnish his views 
on the subject,” begs leave 


RESPECTFULLY TO REPORT,. 


That he has entered into a full examination of the Ordinance 
of the 5th October, 1831, creating a Street Commissioner’s 
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Department, and also the amendments by ‘an Ordinance of 
May 2d, 1832. 

By the 3d section of the Ordinance of October 5th, above 
referred to, the duties of the Street Commissioner are therein 
pointed out, viz: ‘To “ Advertise for Estimates for Wells and 
Pumps, Canals and Sewers, Paving and Re-paving Streets, 
in constructing Roads, in building Wharves and Piers, and 
in all cases where expenditures connected with the Street 
Commissioner’s Department are authorized by the Common 
Council, except in slight repairs; and to report such esti- 
mates to the Common Council previous to furnishing con- 
tracts.” 

By the amendment before mentioned, of May 2d, 1832, 
the duty of reporting the Estimates to the Common Council 
is changed, and they are referred to the several appropriate 
Committees, for their approbation. 


These powers comprise all the important duties pointed 
out for the Department, by the Ordinance creating the same. 
They are all specific and definite, and all require the action 
of the Common Council, before the Street Commissioner has 
any power. 


The Street Commissioner considers the powers here given 
to his Department, must be connected with, and conformable 
to the power granted by the amended Charter of the City, 
which says, “That no money shall be drawn from the City 
Treasury, except the same shall have been previously appro- 
priated for the purpose for which it is drawn.” 


By the Ordinance of October 5, 1831, it is expressly said, 
that all former Laws and Ordinances relating to the Street 
Commissioner’s Department, not inconsistent with this Or- 
dinance, are still in force. In section xxxv. of the Ordi- 
nance of 1827, which is the one referred to above, it says, 
“That a Committee of the Common Council shall, from time 
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to time, be. appointed ; to consist of five persons, to be deno- 
minated the Road Committee, whose duty it shall be to ex- 
amine the state of the public roads or highways in said City, 
at least once in every month ; and to give the overseer, (who 
is by a previous section the Street Commissioner,) together 
with such other persons employed on the roads, from time to time, 
such directions as they may think proper, relative to regulat- 
ing and keeping the same in repair.” 

The wo ds “ such other persons employed on the roads,” con- 
tain a power of unlimited extent. Although by the re-orga- 
nization of the two Boards under the amended charter, the 
Committee instead of five, is to consist of six, viz:—three 
from each Board, the Street Commissioner does not consider 
the power and duties of the Road Committee as in any way 
or manner diminished, or curtailed, under the section above 
recited ; and that they have the power to employ and direct 
such other persons as they think proper to work on the. roads 
from time to time—and the overseer (or Street Commission- 
er) can only advise upon the plan of such work, under orders 
emanating from the Committee. 

That this is the fair and legitimate construction of the du- 
ties of the Road Committee, must be inferred, because there 
are Members on the Committee who assisted in forming the 
Law creating a Street Commissioner’s Department, and they 
so construe their own act, and exercise the powers in the 
game manner they have always done, and the Common 
Council have very properly sanctioned those acts of the 
Committee since the creation of the Street Commissioner’s 


Department. 

The Comptroller, on the contrary, considering the powers 
of the Committee are abrogated, and done away, since the 
creation of the Street Commissioner’s Department, and that 
all responsibility, in relation to expenditure on roads, rests 
with the Street Commissioner. This construction would be - 

12 
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very unjust toward the Street Commissioner, and the plain 
principle of justice would be set aside by making an officer 
responsible for the acts of others, even where he has no con- 
trol. 


The duties of the Street Commissioner, under the Ordi- 
nance of October 5th, 1831, are clearly defined, viz :— 
“That all expenditures, except slight repairs” “shall be by 
contract.” The Committee on Roads are not confined in 
their duties and powers, and when they sanction an expendi- 
ture, such as has been done on the Third Avenue, the Street 
Commissioner cannot withhold his approval, because he con- 
sidered the work as necessary and useful ; and although not 
made under any contract entered into by him, it may have 
been, and no doubt was done by agreement with the Com- 
mittee, and the continuation of a bargain made in 1831, be- 
tween them andthe persons who performed the labor. 

The Common Council never having given the Street 
Commissioner authority to make such contracts, nor made 
any special appropriation before the expenditure, his power 
under the Ordinance of October 5th, 1831, did not reach the 
case. 

To that part of the resolution which calls upon the Street 
Commissioner “to give his opinion whether the present mode 
of accountability is the best that can be adopted, and if not, 
to furnish his views upon the subject,” the Street Commis- 
sioner will observe ;—that it appears to have been the inten- 
tion of the Common Council, in forming Departments, to 
make them executive—to perform such acts and duties as 
should, from time to time, be ordered and directed by them. 
That part of the ordinance directing every thing to be done 
by contract, justifies this inference ; and this authority, taken 
in connection with the restriction in the charter, places the 
whole subject perfectly clear and easily understood how far 
the Street Commissioner’s power extends. 
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It requires only that the Common Council direct what 
shall be done by the Street Commissioner, and place the 
ways and means to execute it, within his control, to apply as 
the same shall be in the course of execution or be executed, 
and then the responsibility and accountability rests with him 
to see it well performed. 


Respectfully submitted, 
EENJAMIN WRIGHT, 
Street Commissioner. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 8, 1832. 


Communication from the Mayor relating to subjects referred to 
him. Directed to be filed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Orricr, Octoser 8, 1832. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 
Resolution relating to the pay of Sunday Officers, 


Resolution for compensating persons bringing Animals to 
the Public Pound, 


Resolution for a Bulkhead from the Wharf at Twenty- 
third street to the Wharf at Twenty-sixth street, 


Resolution for a Bridge at the foot of Hubert street, 


Resolution that One Hundred Dollars be appropriated to 
purchase Fuel for the use of the Debtor’s Prison, 
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Resolution directing the disposition of the appropriation 
made for the Third Avenue, of Ten Thousand’ Dollars and 
for work on the Roads of Three Thousand, Five Hundred 
Dollars, 

A Law to protect Engine Leaders and Hose from injury 
at Fires, 

Ordinances for repaving part of Pine street; for paving 
side walks of Avenue B, from North to Second street ; and 
for paving side walks in Burton street, from Bleecker street 
to the Church Lane; for fencing vacant lots in the Ninth, 
Eleventh and Fourteenth Wards, 

Resolution that Two Hundred and Ffty Dollars be appro- 
priated for repairs of Bloomingdale Road, 

Resolution that the side walks in Broadway near Four- 
teenth street, be paved, 

Resolution to furnish the revised Statutes and Laws since 
passed, to certain Officers, 

Resolution to supply the Seamen’s Retreat and Sailor’s 
Snug Harbor with street manure, 

Resolution to pay D. D. Williamson Two Hundred and 
Fifty Dollars for services as Clerk of the Board of Assistants, 

Resolution to remove Buildings in Monroe street, 

Resolution appropriating Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars 
to repair Kingsbridge, 

Resolution for a Well in the Eighth Avenue near Seven- 
teenth street, 

Resolution to lay side walks in Ninth and Tenth streets, 
between the Third Avenue and Bowery, 

Resolution in relation to a Drain in West street, at the 
foot of Hoboken street, 

Resolution that the salary of David T. Valentine be Five 
Hundred Dollars per annum, 
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Resolution to remove nuisances in the rear of houses front- 
ing on Christopher street, between Gréenwich Lane and 
Factory street, 

Resolution to repave Essex street, from Division to Grand 
street, : 

And Return of Delinquents on sundry Assessments. 

WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 


“ 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 8, 1832. 


Report of the Comptroller, and Opinion of the Counsel of the 
Corporation, on Construction of the Law relaiwe to Roads. 
Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Law Committee. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


REPORT OF COMPTROLLER, 


On Construction of the Law relative to Roads. 


The Comptroller respectfully represents to the Common 
Council— 

That in a recent interchange of opinion, on the ‘‘Law creat- 
ing a Street Commissioner’s Department, &c.” he discovered 
for the first time, that the Street Commissioner and himself 
construed a portion of the Law essentially different; so much 

13 
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so, indeed, as in his judgment, to render the interpretation of 
the Common Council indispensably requisite. 

The Street Commissioner is of opinion that the 34th and 
85th sections of the Law of 1827, which commit the whole 
direction and control of the Roads to the Road Committee 
have never been annulled, but do now continue in full force 
and effect—that therefore the Law of October 5th, 1831, so 
far as it relates to Roads, is entirely inoperative on his De- 
partment ; and consequently that his approval of the bills for 
work done on the Roads, is a matter of mere form ; involving 
him in no personal responsibility for their accuracy, in any 
point of view whatever. He enforces the belief that such 
has been his construction of the Law, by alleging the fact, 
that he was not aware of the employment of the men, the 
number employed, the price to be paid, nor the extent to 
which the work was to be carried on. He further informs, 
and desires it to be communicated to the Common Council, 
that his construction is in conformity with the interpretation 
of the Counsel of the Board, with regard to the Third 
Avenue. 


The preceding having been submitted to and approved by 


the Street Commissioner, the Common Council are thus 
fairly put in possession of that officer’s views of the subject. 


The Comptroller having arrived at, and acted on conclu- 
sions diametrically opposed to the foregoing, he feels it in- 
cumbent on him to avail of the first occasion to submit these 
adverse opinions to the Common Council ; and in justice to 
himself to show, that if the result of his investigation of the 
matter, be not the true and legitimate meaning of the Law, 
it is at least reasonable. 

The “ Law for the appointment of a Street Commissioner,” 
&c., &c., passed 14th of May, 1827, section 34th, says, 
“That the Street Commissioner shall be the Overseer of 
the Roads or Highways in the said City, and it shall be his 
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duty to regulate and keep the same in repair.” Section 35th; 
says, “ That a Committee of the Common Council shall, 
from time to time, be appointed, to consist of five persons, to 
be denominated the Road Committee ; whose duty it shall 
be to examine the state of the Roads or Highways in the said 
City, at least once in every month, and to give the said Over- 
seer, together with such other persons employed on the said 
Roads, from time to time, such directions as they may think 
proper, relative to the regulating and keeping the same in 
repair.” 

The “ Law creating a Street Commissioner’s Department, 
&c., approved October 5th, 1831,” section 3d, makes it 
“the duty of the Street Commissioner to take the general 
charge .of viewing and determining, from time to time, 
whether any, and what improvements or repairs are neces- 
sary, and can be made to any of the streets or roads, and to 
report the same to the Common Council, together with the 
best mode of doing the same.” 

The Comptroller is of opinion that the 34th and 35th sec- 
tions of the Law of 1827, are effectually abrogated in a 
variety of ways :—for example, when different sections of 
the same law, or laws of different dates come in collision, it 
is believed to be a safe, and indeed the generally adopted 
rule, to construe the last enacted, as the governing section or 
law, as the case may be. Now apply this principle to the 
laws in question, and the result must necessarily be, the com- 
plete annulment of the 34th and 35th sections referred to. 
Again—those sections vested with power, and enjoined duties 
on a Committee, which is not now known, either by name 
or number, and of course cannot be charged with executive’ 
duties. Again—the 6th section of the present Law declares, 
“ That all the Laws and Ordinances heretofore enacted by 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New 
York, defining the duties of the Street Commissioner, or in 
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any way relating to the same, which are not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this ordinance, shall not be constructed as 
repealed, modified, or affected thereby ; but shall continue 
and remain in full force.” 

" Now, it is confessedly difficult to imagine what more 
natural inference can be drawn from the foregoing, than that 
those Laws or Ordinances which are inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of the last ordinance, shall be construed as repealed, 
&c. But further—the 21st section of Amendments to the 
Charter, requires that “The executive business of the Cor- 
poration of New York shail hereafter be performed by distinct 
Departments, which it shall be the duty of the Common 
Council to organize and appoint for that purpose.” 


It will doubtless be observed that this is imperative, and the 
Common Council pursuant thereto, did, on the 5th October, 
1831, create this executive department, and charged it with 
the very duties previously performed by the Road Committee 
under the former organization of the Corporation; but with 
this difference as to power—that.of the Committee was 
plenary, that of the Department is limited to cases requiring 
only slight repairs ; all else is required to be done by con- 
tract, and through the Street Commissioner, whose duties 
preliminary to finishing contracts, are very particularly de- 
fined in the beforementioned 3d section of the Law; con- 
sequently, the Committees are relieved from executive duties, 
until they shall be charged with them by a special act of the 
Common Council, and, of necessity, the responsibility must 
be with the Head of the Department, else the intentions of 
the charter, as well as the Law, are completely frustrated— 
at least, such is the judgment of the Comptroller. 

Being officially informed by the Street Commissioner, that 
his written approval of the bills, that have been or may be 
presented for payment, is to be regarded in no other light 
than as a mere form, the Comptroller has decided to postpone 
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any further payment of such bills for working on the public 
~ yoads, until he obtains the directions of the Common Coun- 
cil in relation to the same. 


Respectfully submitted, 


T. J. WATERS, 
Comptroller. 
New York, June 25th, 1832. 


OPINION. 


Opinion of the Counsel of the Corporation, on the Comptroller’s 
Report, relative to Roads, §c. 


I have attentively considered the communication made by 
the Comptroller to the Common Council, by which it ap- 
pears that a difference of opinion exists between him and the 
Street Commissioner, respecting the duties of the latter offi- 
cer, in regard to the expenditures for work done on the 
Roads. 


The principal point of disagreement appears to be, whether 
the 35th section of the Law for the appointment of a Street 
Commissioner, passed May 14th, 1827, is still in force. 


By this section it was ordained, that a Committee of the 
Common Council should be appointed, to consist of five per- 
sons, to be denominated the Road Committee, whose duty it 
should be to give the Street Commissioner (as Overseer of 
Roads,) and all others employed on the Roads, such direc- 
tions as they might think proper, relative to the regulating 
and keeping the same in repair. The whole subject was 
undoubtedly by this section, placed under the control of such 
Committeee, and no responsibility rested on the Street Com- 
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missioner in his capacity of Overseer of Roads, except that 
of obeying such directions as the Committee might give him, 
or as might emanate directly from the Common Council, in 
regard to Regulating Roads, and keeping them in repair. 


But whatever may now be the duties of the Street Com- 
missioner in respect to Roads, under the Law creating his 
Department, or any Law amending the same, I am perfectly 
satisfied that the 35th section of the Law passed 14th May, 
1827, is no longer in force ; and that there is no such Com- 
mittee as that bearing the denomination or charged with the 
duties specified in that section. Independently of all other 
grounds for this opinion, it would be enough to say that the 
section must be strictly construed, such Committee must, by 
its very appointment, consist of five members—neither more 
nor less, and it must be denominated, the Road Committee. 
Under the new organization of the Common Council, no 
such Committee by name or as to number, has been created 
by either Board ; and if it had, it still would not have been 
a Committee of the Common Council within the meaning of the 
section, which had reference to an act of the whole Body as 
one Board. 'Two Committees, one from each Board, could 
not, of their own accord, or by acting in concert, from such 
a Committee, as is contemplated by that section, nor can 
this difficulty be got over by any latitude of construction 
founded upon what might appear to be the reasonableness or 
convenience of the matter. 

The act to amend the charter, passed in 1830, required 
that the executive business of the Corporation, should there- 
after be performed by distinct departments, and made it the 
duty of the Common Council to organize and appoint such 
departments for that purpose. The object of this provision 
was to take away from Committees, and transfer to executive 
officers, duties theretofore exercised by the former ; and the 
Common Council in obedience to it, passed laws creating 
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distinct departments for the performance of such duties ; 
among which was the law creating the Street Commissioner’s 
Department, and prescribing his duties. Whether that law 
be perfect in its details or otherwise, it can hardly be doubted 
that the Common Council intended by it, to comply with the 
charter, and to invest the Street Commissioner as the head 
of a department, with the exective powers respecting roads 
formerly entrusted to the Road Committee. 


The duty of the Street Commissioner in respect to roads, 
is contained in the third section of that law, the greater part 
of which is an exact copy of the third section of the old Law 
of 1827: and the substance of all that is new in it in refer- 
ence to Roads, is, that it is made the duty of the Street Com- 
missioner to advertise for estimates in constructing roads, and 
to report such estimates to the Common Council, (since al- 
tered to the Committee on Roads and Canals,) previous to 
finishing contracts. In all cases requiring slight repairs, the 
section contemplates that the expenditure may be made with- 
out advertising for estimates or making contracts. 


By the last sentence of the section, the Street Commis- 
sioner is required to countersign all bills which in his opinion 
are correct, for building or repairing the public wharves or piers, 
and which are certified by the Superintendent of Wharves 
and Piers; and to control the expenditures connected with 
lands and places; but this does not appear to have any refer- 
ence to bills or expenditures for work done on roads. 


It would appear, therefore, that the law creating the Street 
Commissioner’s Department, intended that all work in con- 
structing roads, should thenceforward be done by contract, 
to be made by the Street Commissioner ; and the agency of 
that office in respect to such contracts, as well as in cases of 
slight repairs, necessarily requires that he should approve of 
the bills, and that such approval should not be a matter of 
mere form involving no responsibility. But I suspect. the 
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difficulty which has occasioned the Comptroller’s communi- 
cation, arose upon bills for work done on the Third Avenue, 
which was commenced before the passage of the law creating 
the Street Commissioner’s Department, and which has been 
continued since without reference to any change in the Law: 
and as mention is made in the Comptroller’s communication, 
of an opinion attributed to me in regard to the Third Avenue, 
I beg leave to state, to the best of my present recollection, I 
did sometime since say, probably to the Street Commissioner, 
that if previous to the creation of the Street Commissioner’s 
Department, a resolution had been passed in Common 
Council, directing one of its Committees to cause that Avenue 
to be finished, and the work was going on, the Law creating 
the Street Commissioner’s Department, or any law pre- 
scribing a different rule in regard to the working of Roads 
generally, should not be considered as applying to the work 
doing on the Third Avenue, until the powers of such Com- 
mittee had been rescinded by an express resolution for such 
purpose, and even then, that all contract previously made 
would be binding, although the work had not yet been done, 
whether estimates had been advertised for or not. I haveno 
recollection of having ever expressed any opinion but the 
above, which could have been supposed by the Street Com- 
missioner to have a bearing upon the matter at issue between 
him and the Comptroller. 

Upon the whole, I think the Comptroller has, in his com- 
munication, taken a correct view of the duties intended to be 
put upon the Street Commissioner, by the law creating his 
department, whatever may be the difficulties in performing 
them, as respects the roads which had been commenced, but 


were unfinished when the law was passed. 
R. EMMET. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 22, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 
approval. Accepted, and ordered to be filed. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Orricz, Ocroper 22, 1832. 


Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution relating to the building of a Pier at the foot of 
North Moore street, Hudson River, and appropriating Ten 
Thousand Dollars for that object, 

And forty-five Ordinances for ocrrecting nuisances. 

WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 


14 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 22, 1832. 


The Petition, Resolution, and Reports of the Committees on 
Lamps and Gas, and Special Committee on application of 
the Manhattan Gas Company, which, together with the ac- 
companying papers, was laid on the table and ordered to be 


printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


TO THE HONORABLE THE COMMON COUN- 
CIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


The Petition of the Manhattan Gas Light Company, 
Respectfully showeth, 

That your Petitioners were incorporated by an act of the 
Legislature of this State, passed on the twenty-sixth day of 
February, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty, 
a copy of which Act is hereunto annexed. 
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That your petitioners were incorporated for the purpose 
of supplying the city of New York with Gas, and that i in and 
by the first section of the said Act, your petitioners were au- 
thorized “to manufacture, make and sell Gas, &c., and to be 
used for the purpose of lighting the City of New York, or the 
streets thereof, and any buildings, manufactories or houses 
therein contained and situate, and to lay pipes for the purpose 
of conducting the Gas in any of the streets or avenues of the 
said City, and also that the said Company will so conduct 
their manufactories of Gas, as not to create a nuisance, and 
that no public street, lane or highway in the City of New 
York, shall be dug into, or in any way injured or defaced, 
without the permission of the Corporation of the said City 
first had and obtained.” 


And your petitioners further show, that one hundred and 
twenty five thousand dollars of the capital stock of your pe- 
titioners has been subscribed, (being as your petitioners be- 
lieve sufficient to effect the objects of their incorporation) and 
as your petitioners are about to contract for the erection of 
their Gas Houses and other buildings, and also for laying 
pipes through the streets of the city for the purpose of sup- 
plying Gas to the citizens, 


Wherefore your petitioners respectfully pray that your 
Honorable Bodies would be pleased to pass an Act or Reso- 
lution authorizing your petitioners to dig into the public 
streets, lanes and highways of the said City, for the purpose 
of laying pipes through which to conduct their Gas to such 
buildings, manufactories and houses as are desirous of being 
supplied with it, and asin duty bound, &c, 


ROBERT McDERMUT, President. 
Attest. 


Wittiam L. Morris, See’ry Pro. Tem. 
New York, Sept. 1, 1831. 
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ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT, 


INDENTED, made and concluded this twelfth day of May in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three, between the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
city of New York, of the first part, and the New York Gas 
Light Company of the second part, 

Witnesseth that the said parties of the first part, for and in 
consideration of the covenants, articles and agreements herein 
after mentioned, on the part of the said parties of the second 
part and their successors, to be observed, performed, and 
kept, Do hereby grant, demise and to farm let, to the said 
parties of the second part and their successors, All and sin- 
gular the sole and exclusive privilege and right of laying or 
placing under ground, pipes in all and every of the public 
streets and parts of streets of the city of New York, lying 
and being south of a line commencing at the East River, at the 
foot of Grand street, and running through Grand street, to Sul- 
livan street, and through Sullivan street to Canal street, and 
through Canal street to the North or Hudson River, for con- 
ducting Gas, for lighting the public lamps in the streets and 
parts of streets south of said line, and the houses and build- 
ings, fronting or to front on or bounded by or adjacent to the 
streets or parts of streets south of said line, To HAVE AND 
ro HOLD and to enjoy the same unto the said parties of the 
second part and their successors, from the day of the date of 
these presents for and during and until the twelfth day of May 
which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three ; PROVIDED NEVERTHELESS ; and this 
grant is upon this express condition, that the said parties of 
the second part and their successors, shall and do in all things 
well and sufficiently keep, perform and observe all and sin- 
gular the covenants, articles, agreements and stipulations on 
their part to be kept, performed and observed as hereinafter 
is set forth and agreed ; And the said parties of the second 
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part, in consideration of the premises do for themselves and 
their successors covenant and agree to and with the said par- 
ties of the first part and their successors, as follows: that is 
to say, that they the said parties of the second part, shall and 
will before the twelfth day of May in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, erect, establish 
and complete in the said city of New York, good and sufli- 
cient buildings, works and apparatus, for the preparing and 
manufacture of Gas ; and that they will also cause the pipes 
for conducting the same, and of sufficient capacity, to be laid, 
and will also manufacture or cause to be manufactured and 
supplied in the most approved manner, sufficient quantities of 
the best quality Gas, commonly called inflammable Gas, for 
lighting the houses and public lamps in the street called 
Broadway in the said city, from the Battery to Grand street, 
in the manner hereinafter mentioned ; AND ALSO MOREOVER, 
that they the said parties of the second part, shall and will at 
all times from and after the twelfth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, 
and during the residue of the term of this grant, in like man- 
ner cause the pipes of sufficient capacity for conducting the 
said Gas to be laid, and will also manufacture or cause to be 
‘manufactured and supplied in the most approved manner 
sufficient quantities of the said Gas of the best quality, for 
well and sufficiently lighting the streets, parts of streets and 
public places, and the public lamps and houses adjoining or 
to adjoin all and singular the streets and parts of streets lying 
in the said city south of the aforesaid line, at such periods as 
the said parties of the first part shall from time to time, after 
the said twelfth day of May in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty eight, by resolution or by law 
reasonably require of the said parties of the second part ; and 
that all such pipes to be furnished by the said parties of the 
second part, and placed under ground for the purpose of 
conducting the said Gas in all or either of the said streets, or 
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parts of streets, shall be made and constructed in the most 
approved manner of cast iron and of the best materials ; And 
also, that the said parties of the second part, shall and will 
light such and so many of the public lamps with the best 
quality of Gas as are in the streets, or parts of streets of the 
said city, south of the aforesaid line whenever they may be 
required to light the same or any number of the same by the 
said parties of the first part, or their successors ; the said 
lamps to be lighted during such times as the public lamps are 
now required to be lighted, and in the streets or parts of 
streets in which the pipes for conducting Gas shall be laid 
according to these presents, at a yearly expense to the said 
parties of the first part, not exceeding what would be the ex- 
pense of lighting and supplying an equal number of the said 
lamps with oil of the quality generally used for that purpose, 
estimating the price of oil at the average price of the same 
in the city of New York during the preceding year. 

And further, that the said parties of the second part, shall 
likewise furnish at their own expense the necessary con- 
ductors of metal of sufficient capacity to the lamp posts, that 
the lights of the said lamps shall be of a quality, brilliancy or 
intensity equal to the gas in use for the public lamps in 
the city of London; the said parties of the first part how- 
ever to be at the expense of lamps, lamp irons, lamp posts, 
and fittings up, and at no other expense for fixtures, con- 
ductors, repairs or any other account whatsoever; and also, 
that the parties of the second part shall and will at all times 
give forty-eight hours notice to the said parties of the first 
part or to their Street Commissioner, of their intention to 
break up, or open any street or part of a street, for the pur- 
pose of laying or repairing pipes to conduct the gas, and that 
they will replace the earth, which they may remove, in so 
doing before the sunset of the day on which such opening 
shall be made, and that they will replace the pavements 
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and repave and repair the same in such reasonable time and 
manner as the said parties of the first part, or their Street 
Commissioner may direct, and in as good and firm a manner 
as the streets were in before being broken up, for the afore- 
said purpose; and further, that all such repairs as shall, at © 
any time become necessary by reason of the said pipes or 
conductors, shall always be made and done by the said par. 
ties of the second part at their own cost and expense, and 
also that the said parties of the second part will so conduct 
their manufactory or manufactories of gas as not to create a 
nuisance, and that they will in all things be governed by such 
reasonable and necessary rules and regulations as the said 
parties of the first part, or their successors may from time to 
time pass, ordain and establish relative to the opening of 
streets and laying down the pipes and conductors aforesaid ; 
Provided Always that nothing in this grant contained shall be 
construed to prevent any person or persons residing on, adja- 
cent or near to any of the said streets or parts of streets in the 
said city south of the aforesaid line, from erecting in or on 
his or their own premises any building or apparatus to light 
with Gas his or their own house or manufactory, and Provided 
Further, and the premises hereby granted, are also upon this 
express condition any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding, that if the said parties of the second part or 
their successors shall not well, and faithfully observe, perform, 
fulfil and keep all singular the covenants and conditions above 
contained on their part and behalf to be observed, performed, 
fulfilled and kept according to the full intent and meaning of 
the presents, then and in that case it shall and may be lawful 
for the said parties of the first part in Common Council con- 
yened, by a resolution or order to annul and vacate this grant, 
and thereupon the premises hereby demised shall be revested 
in the said parties of the first part or their successors, as fully 
and completely, as if this Indenture had never been executed. 
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In Witness Wuerror to one part of this indenture re- 
maining with the said parties of the first part, the said parties 
of the second part, have caused the common seal of the said, 
Tur New Yorx Gas Lieut Company to be affixed, and 
to the other part thereof remaining with the said parties of the 
second part, the said parties of the first part have caused the 
common seal of the city of New York to be affixed, the day 
and year, above written. 

By the Common Council, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
[L. S.J J. MORTON, Clerk. 


TO THE HONORABLE THE COMMON COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


The Memorial of the New York Gas Light Company, 


Respectfully showeth, 

That whereas an application has been made to your 
Honorable Bodies, by the Manhattan Gas Light Company, 
for permission to dig into the public streets, lanes and high- 
ways of the city for the purpose of laying pipes to conduct 
gas through the same, 

Your memorialists beg leave respectfully to represent, 
that on the twelfth day of May, 1823, they entered into a 
contract with the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the 
city of New York, whereby, on certain conditions, they 
were to enjoy the exclusive privilege and right of laying 
pipes under ground, for conducting gas to light the public 
lamps and private buildings, in all the streets south of Grand 
street, Sullivan street, and Canal Street, until the twelfth day 

15: 
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of May, 1853 ; a printed copy of which contract is herewith 
submitted. 

That your Memorialists have on their part and at great 
expense, fully complied with all the conditions stipulated 
therein, having laid substantial iron pipes through all the 
principal streets of their district, to the extent of about 
twenty-six miles, and at the cost of upwards of one hundred 
and thirty thousand dollars, besides the expenditure for their 
works and other apparatus. 


That by these means the citizens have been fully supplied 
with gas light, and one half of the Company’s capital being 
still unemployed, they are enabled to supply the wants of all 
persons requiring gas light within their district. 

Your Memorialists therefore solicit your honorable bodies 
to confine the operations of any grant of the Manhattan Gas - 
Light Company, to that part of the city north of Grand street, 
Sullivan street and Canal street, as designated in the contract 
entered into by the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty with 
your Memorialists. 

And as in duty bound, &c. 


WILLIAM W. FOX, President 
New York Gas Light Company. 


E. E. Weep, Sec’ry. 
New York, September 9th, 1831. 


PROPOSITIONS OF THE MANHATTAN GAS 
COMPANY. 


1. The Manhattan Gas Company solicit the permission 
(required in their Charter) to lay their main and lateral 
pipes in the streets of this city north of Grand street. 
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2, They propose that the streets so to be used, shall be 
dug up and repaved under the supervision of a competent 
person, to be appointed by the Common Council, or in such 
manner as they may direct, and that he shall be paid by the 
Company for such services at a rate not exceeding ($1 50) 
for each day so employed. 

3. The Company do not ask or expect any exclusive pri- 
vileges, and therefore they cannot engage to light the Public 
Lamps for any sum less than the cost of the Gas which may 
be consumed. They are willing to relinquish all profit, and 
to charge the public only so much as will indemnify them 
for the actual expense which they will positively incur, for 
furnishing the Public Lamps with Gas ; they therefore pro- 
pose to furnish the Gas at cost, or to charge therefor 25 per 
cent. less on each 100 cubic feet of Gas for the Public Lamps, 
than they charge to their general customers—the Common 
Council to make the election. 


REMARKS. 


A Company which has a monopoly or exclusive rights, can 
stipulate to light the Public Lamps for less than cost, and for 
this obvious reason. No other Company can interfere with 
them, and they can and unquestionably will charge the con- 
sumers as much more for the Gas they use, as will indemnify 
the Company for their loss on the light furnished to the pub- 
" Jic, the consequence of which is, that the Gas consumers in 
that exclusive district, have to pay not only for their own 
light, but also for that (or the greater part of it) which is 
furnished for the public, which operates as a tax on them, 
unequal and oppressive. 

But a Company which has no exclusive privilege, and 
which must of necessity sell their Gas on the lowest terms, in 
order to keep off competition, cannot agree to light the Pub- 


Doc. No. 25.] 116 


lic Lamps at less than the cost of the Gas, because that tax or 
loss would fall exclusively on the Company or Stockholders— 
whereas in the ease of a monopoly, the tax or loss would fall 
upon the whole of the Gas consumers within the range of the 
exclusive district. 

The burden or tax in the first case would fall on the Com- 
pany, and would amount to a prohibition to use the powers 
granted by the Legislature ; in the other case, the Company 
have nothing to fear from competition, add it to the charge 
made to their customers, who are thereby compelled to bear 
more than their just proportion of the public burden. 


TO ALDERMAN LAMB. 


Dear Sir—The only proposition which the Committee 
of the Manhattan Gas Company can make, is contained in 
the 2d and 3d propositions hereunto annexed. We hope 
that the Committee will report soon, as we wish to have the 
matter brought to an issue of some sort. 

Respectfully yours, 


THOMAS R. MERCEIN. 


The Committee on Lamps and Gas, to whom was refer- 
red the Petition of the Manhattan Gas Light Company, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the said Company was incorporated on the 26th day of 
February, 1830, with authority to supply this city with Gas, 
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and the Petitioners state that $125,000 of their capital stock 
has been subscribed, which they believe is sufficient to ac- 
complish the object of their incorporation, and they also state 
that they are about to contract for the erection of their Gas 
House and other buildings, and also for laying pipes through 
the streets of the city, for the purpose of supplying the same 
with Gas, and they ask the Common Council to pass an Act 
or Resolution authorising the said Company to dig into the 
public streets, lanes and highways of the city, for the purpose 
of laying pipes to conduct their Gas to such buildings as may 
be desirous of being supplied with the same. 

It is known to the Board that there is another Company 
in this city, incorporated for the purpose of supplying it with 
Gas, which has been in operation several years. With this 
Company the Corporation entered into a contract on the 
12th of May, 1823, by which the exclusive right was granted 
to said Company for thirty years, of laying pipes in all that 
part of the city lying south of a line commencing at the East 
River at the foot of Grand street, and running through Grand 
to Sullivan street, through Sullivan to Canal street, and 
through Canal street to the North River. By this contract, 
therefore, the Corporation are precluded from granting the 
privilege of laying down pipes in that part of the city, to any 
other Company during the said term. The power to grant 
to the Manhattan Gas Company such privilege north of the 
said line, still exists in the Corporation, and the expediency 
alone of the measure is to be taken into consideration. 


In the agreement made by the Corporation with the New 
York Gas Light Company, it is provided that the said Com- 
pany shall light the Public Lamps at a rate not exceeding 
what would be the expense of lighting and supplying an 
equal number of said Lamps with oil, of the quality gene- 
rally used for that purpose, estimating the price of oil at the 
average price of the same in the city of New York during 
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the preceding year; and it appeared to your ‘Committee, 
that without some stipulation as to the rate at which the Man- 
hattan Gas Light Company would light the Public Lamps 
should be made by them, the privilege of laying down pipes 
ought not to be granted. 


For the purpose of ascertaining the views of the said 
Company on this point, their President was invited to attend 
a meeting of the Committee, and the only proposition which 
could be obtained was, that the Company would not engage 
to light the Public Lamps for less than the cost of the Gas 
consumed, or 25 per cent. less than they would charge 
their general customers, the Common Council to make the 
election. 

The Committee are of opinion that these terms are not 
such as ought to be accepted by the Common Council, and 
therefore offer for the consideration of the Board, the follow- 
ing Resolution : 


Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the 
Petitioners. 


ANTHONY LAMB, 
JOHN Y. CEBRA. 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of the Manhattan Gas Light Company, praying permission to 
dig into the public streets, lanes and highways for the pur- 
pose of laying pipes through which to conduct gas, in order 
to light the buildings, houses and manufactories of this city, 
and to whom was also referred the memorial of the New 
York Gas Light Company, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the Petitioners were incorporated by the Legislature of 
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this State, on the 26th day of February, 1830, for the pur- 
pose of lighting the city of New York with gas ; but in their 
act of incorporation, it is provided, “that no public street, 
lane or highway shall be dug into, or in any way injured or de- 
faced, without the permission of the Corporation of said 
city. first being had and obtained; and the present prayer of 
the petitioners is for the purpose of obtaining such permission. 


Your Committee further state, that prior to the incorpo- 
ration of the said Manhattan Gas Light Company, the legis- 
lature did incorporate a Company for the same purpose, 
under the style of the New York Gas Light Company, and 
that on the 12th day of May 1823, the Corporation of this 
city entered into a contract with said Company, granting 
them on certain conditions until the 12th day of May, which 
will be in the year 1853, “the sole and exclusive privilege 
and right of laying or placing under ground pipes in all and 
_ every of the public streets, and parts of streets in the city 
of New York, lying and being south of a line running 
through Grand, Sullivan and Canal streets.” 


Your Committee would not advise any interference with 
the rights of the New York Gas Light Company, under the 
contract as aforesaid; but believing as they do, that the 
introduction of Gas Light into cities is a desirable improve- 
ment, and worthy of legislative encouragement, they re- 
spectfully suggest to the Board, that the petitioners be per- 
mitted to lay their gas pipes in that part of the city north 
of the line aforesaid, for the limited term of ten years from 
the first of ensuing—the grant to be a simple one but 
not exclusive, and to be on the following conditions to wit : 


The gas furnished by the said Manhattan Gas Light Com- 
pany to the citizens, to be at all times as cheaply furnished, — 
and in equal quality to the gas furnished the citizens south of 
the aforesaid line by the New York Gas Light Company. 
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That the said Manhattan Gas Light Company, at all times, 
whenever required by the Common Council, furnish gas of 
the like quality as aforesaid, for lighting the public lamps in 
all places where their gas pipes shall be laid ; that they fur- 
nish therefor such quantity as may be required, and that the 
said gas light furnished to the Corporation shall not exceed 
in cost the like quantity of light obtained from oil lamps. 


That the said Manhattan Gas Light Company shall only 
dig up, and replace and repave the streets to be used for the 
purpose aforesaid, under the supervision of a competent 
officer, which officer shall be appointed and removed, and 
the vacancy filled by the Common Council, whenever, and 
as often as they shall see fit. 


That said officer shall be considered as in the employ of 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New 
York, and on such wages as the Common Council shall 
from time to time direct, and the same shall be paid by the 
said Manhattan Gas Light Company, but not to exceed 
one dollar and seventy-five cents per day, while the said 
ofticer shall be employed as aforesaid, 


And further, that the said Manhattan Gas Light Com- 
pany shall so conduct their manufactory or manufactories 
of gas, as not to create a nuisance, and that they will in all 
things be governed by such reasonable and necessary rules 
and regulations as the Common Council may from time to 
time pass, ordain and establish, relative to the opening of 
streets and laying down the gas pipes of the said Company. 

And the said Company shall so far erect and complete 
their works for the manufacture of gas, that they shall be 
in readiness to deliver the quality of gas aforesaid, and for 


laying down their pipes for supplying the same, on or before 
the day of 


Your Committee respectfully submit the following Resolu- 
tion : 
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» Resolved, That the prayer of the Petitioners be granted to 
the extent, and in conformity with the conditions prescribed 
in the preceding report, and that if the Board of Assistants 
concur, the Counsel be directed to draw up articles of agree- 
ment in conformity with the said Report, to be executed by 
the Corporation and the said Manhattan Gas Light Com- 


pany. 
FYLER DIBBLEE. 


H. MEIGS. 
New York, April 2, 1832. 


Resolved, That the Counsel of the Board prepare a draft of 
an agreement with the Manhattan Gas Company, in confor- 
mity to the Report of the Special Committee, and submit the 
same to the Common Council for their approval, prior to the 
execution of the same. 


The Committee to whom was referred the application of 
the Manhattan Gas Company, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have duly considered the object of the application, 
and the proceedings which have been hertofore had by the 
Common Council in relation to this matter, as well as to the 
grant to the New York Gas Company. 

It is superfluous to remark upon the acknowledged supe- 
riority of light obtained from gas over the ordinary means of 
furnishing it for public purposes ; and there appears to exist 
no just reason why the inhabitants of the upper parts of the 

16 
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city should be denied advantages, enjoyed by their fellow 
citizens, south of Grand-street. 

These considerations being disposed of, the only remaining 
points are— 

1. The necessary restrictions for the protection of the 
public rights. 

2. The price to be paid for lighting the public lamps—and 

3. The duration of the grant. 

Your committee conceive that the report of the Select 
Committee of this Board, made on the 2nd of April last, con- 
tains ample provisions to guard the public rights, and thus 
disposes of the first point. 

As to the second, your Committee have used much dili- 
gence to ascertain the fair and equitable remuneration which 
ought to be allowed to this company, (in case the privilege is 
granted of laying down their pipes,) for supplying the public 
lamps. Your committee have satisfied themselves, that in 
England the following rates are paid for each lamp, viz : 


In Liverpool, on a7 years contract, £4 15 or $21 11 


Leeds, - - - - - 3410 15 55 
London, - - - - - § 22 22 
Birmingham, = - - “ - 8$ 11 33 


In Baltimore, the contract is at $10 per lamp. At that 
place the gas is made of coal, and each lamp is computed to 
consume 9000 cubic feet per annum, which at 33 1-3 cts. 
per 100 feet, (the price paid by consumers,) would amount 
to $30 per annum, being $20 per lamp, more than the price 
paid by the city authorities. 

The New York Gas Light Company supplies 376 public 
lamps, at about $5 per annum, each of which is computed to 
consume 4275 cubic feet of gas per annum, and this, at the 
rate supplied to consumers of 70 cts. per 100 feet, would 
amount to $29 92 cts. each. 
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Without entering into any further detail, it is evident that 
the New York Gas Company sustains a heavy loss on every 
lamp supplied by them, and your Committee can perceive 
neither wisdom or policy in any course which thus procures 
a bonus to the public, at the expense of the individual consu- 
mers; for it would be absurd to suppose, that they do not 
put as large an additional tax on their consumers as will cover 
their loss, by the contract with the Corporation. 


In regard to the price paid to the New York Gas Company, 


it may be answered, that the equivalent is found in their pri- 
vilege, which is exclusive, to supply the whole city south of 
Grand-street, until the year 1853, at any price they may think 
proper to ask, and which individuals may be willing to pay 
without the possibility of competition. 

This advantage, however, does not exist with regard to 
the Manhattan Gas Company: the Legislature, in granting 
their charter, have left it open to confer similar powers on 
any rival institution ; and while, on the one hand, the pub- 
lic interests are better guarded by the fear of competition, 
so, on the other, it affords a just claim to a fair and liberal 
remuneration for their services. It is, moreover, entirely 
optional with the Corporation to use their gas or not ; and 
of course it will never be used, unless it appears, from act- 
ual experiment, to be cheaper than the light obtained from 
the present sources. 

As to the duration of the contract proposed to be entered 
into, your Committee think it fair to make it co-extensive 
with that of the New York Gas Light Company, by which 
means a spirit of emulation will be excited, under a convic- 
tion that when the charter of the last named Company ex- 
pires, the whole city will be opened as a field for rivalship, 
and a preference in a new contract given to that association 
which has most sedulously performed its engagements with 


the public. 
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Your Committee therefore offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the counsel be directed to draw up articles 
in conformity with the report of the Committee of this Board 
above referred to with the following modifications : 

First, That the size of the lamps and the quality of the 
gas be at least equal to the best supplied by the New 
York Gas Light Company. 

Second, That the Compensation to be allowed be twenty- 

five per cent less than the customary price charged by 
the said Manhattan Gas Company, to their customers ; 
but in no event to exceed fifteen dollars per lamp per 
annum ; and that it is at the option of the Corporation 
to obtain gas from any of the pipes which SP ok be laid 
by said Company. 

Third, That the contract shall expire simultaneously with 
that of the New York Gas Light Company ; and that 
nothing contained in the contract shall prevent the Cor- 
poration from giving like privileges to any other Com- 
pany. 

Fourth, That the Gas House shall be located either on 
the margin of one of the rivers, or at some place not 

_ south of Fourteenth street, and subject to such reason- 

: able restrictions, with respect to preventing ‘the man- 
agement of its operations becoming offensive to the 
neighborhood, as the Common Council may from time 
to time direct. 


Fifth, The certificate of the Street Commissioner shall be 
a sufficient voucher, upon which the Inspector having 
charge of laying the pipes, shall state his accounts. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
JAMES B. MURRAY, 
H, P. ROBERTSON, 


J. R. RHINELANDER. 
October 1, 1832. 
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The Committee on Lamps and Gas of the Board of As- 
sistants, to whom the foregoing report, &c. was referred, 
recommend a concurrence with the same. 

JAMES RIKER, 

SAMUEL DUNSHEE, 

THOMSON PRICE. 
New York, October 20, 1832. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXVIL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 22, 1832. 


FERRY LEASES, 
NOW IN FORCE. 


Printed under the Direction of the Comptroller ; Ordered 
by Resolution of the Board of Assistants of October 
22, 1832. 





FULTON FERRY. 


This Indenture, made the twenty-fourth day of Right to 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight pad 
hundred and fourteen, Between the Mayor, Alder- seed: (BF 
men and Commonalty of the City of New York, of Cutting. 
the first part, and William Cutting and Robert Fulton 
of the same place, Esquires, of the second part. 
Whereas, the said William Cutting, by agreement 
made between him and the said Robert Fulton and 
Robert R. Livingston, is possessed of the exclusive 
right to build and navigate a steam ferry boat or boats 


across the Hast River, between certain points and 


17 
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places in the city of New York, and certain points and 
places on the Island of Nassau, within which points 
and places, the premises hereinafter demised, are com- 
prehended. And Whereas, the said parties of the 
Ferry P*°- first part intend to establish a Ferry from Beekman 
eee 7 slip, in the city of New York, to the old Ferry at 
of Fly-mar- Brooklyn, on the Island of Nassau, from and after the 
Bat first day of May next, and thereafter to discontinue 
the present Ferry at Fly Market slip, in the said city 
of New York, and the said William Cutting and 
Robert Fulton, propose to lease from said parties of the 
first part, the said Ferry so intended to be established, 
for the purpose of navigating thereon a Steam Ferry 
boat or boats, for the transportation of passengers, 
horses, carriages, cattle and such things as are usually 
transported in Ferry boats. And whereas the said 
parties of the first part, willing and desirous of promot- 
ing the useful establishment of Steam Ferry boat or 
boats, have agreed to lease the said Ferry to the said 
parties of the second part, and for the better accom- 
modating the said Ferry for the Steamboat establish- 
ment, and for the greater convenience of the public, 
have determined.to appropriate so much of Beekman 
petra slip, as may be necessary for the accommodation and 
big’ Bees use of the said Steam Ferry Boats, and the other 
man slip Ferry Boats to be employed on the said Ferry. Now 
prea therefore this Indenture Witnesseth, that the said par- 
ties of the first part, for and in consideration of the 
premises and of the rents, covenants and agreements 
hereinafter contained on the part of the said parties of 
the second part to be paid, kept and performed : Have 
demised, granted, and to farm letton, and by these 
presents Do demise, grant and to farm let, unto the 
said William Cutting and Robert Fulton, their execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns, All the Ferry and 
right of ferriage, from Beekman slip aforesaid to the 
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old Ferry at Brooklyn, on the said Island of Nassau, Ferry pri 

and from the said old Ferry at Brooklyn, to Beekman- pees 

slip aforesaid: Together with all and singular, the from Beek 
man slip to 


rights, members, privileges and. appurtenances to the the old fer- 
same belonging, or in any wise appertaining : To Have j7,. waite 
and to Hold the said Ferry and right of ferriage, 

and premises hereby granted and demised unto the 

said parties of the second part, their executors, 
administrators and assigns, from the first day of May 

next ensuing the date of these presents, for and Mar pan 
during the full end and term of twenty-five years, from fofes Mex 
thence next ensuing, and fully to be complete and 
ended: Yielding and paying therefor yearly and every 

year, for the first eighteen years of the said term, unto 

the said parties of the first part, their successors or 

assigns, the rent or sum of four thousand dollars, in Rent first 
equal quarterly payments, on the first days of August, $4,000, the 
November, February and May, in each and every ‘$4500, per 
year, and for the remaining seven years of the said annum, 
term, the rent or sum of four thousand and five hun- ae 
dred dollars, in quarterly payments as aforesaid, the 

first payment to be made on the first day of August 

next. And the said parties of the second part, for 
themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators and 

assigns, Do hereby covenant, grant and agree to and 

with the said parties of the first part, their successors 


and assigns as follows, that is to say : 

Firstly.—That the said parties of the second part, Lessees to 
their executors, administrators or assigns, shall and sg 
will at their own proper cost and expense, build, fur- boat. 
nish, provide and navigate from Beekman slip afore- 
said to the old ferry slip at Brooklyn, and thence back 
to Beekman slip aforesaid, a Steam Ferry Boat sub- 
stantially similar to the Steam Ferry Boat now navi- 


gated between Paulus Hook and the said city of New 
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York, and calculated for the transportation of passen- 
Lessees to gers, carriages, horses, cattle and market freight. And 
provide ‘ ‘ 
and keepin also shall and will at their own proper cost and ex- 
repait the pense, erect, build, provide, uphold and keep in good 
bridgesand repair, the floating bridges and stairs necessary for 
ee the accommodation of the said Steam Boats, and 
other Ferry Boats hereinafter mentioned, at the said 
several slips where the same shall be necessary. And 
further, that the said Steam Ferry Boat shall be in 
Boats to be 2Ctual operation by the second day of May, in the 
in actual year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
operation 2 
2d May, fourteen, with such other boats or barges, as are or _ 
Se may be required by the acts of the Legislature of the 
people of the state of New York, or by the said par- 
ties of the first part or their successors, for the pur- 
pose of transporting passengers and such things as 
are usually transported in ferry boats, and that the 
Time to be said Steam Ferry Boat shall be continually employed 
SEP es: during the continuance of this lease, as a Ferry boat 
on the premises hereby demised, except when una- 
voidably interrupted by wind, weather, war or neces- 
sary repair as follows, that isto say, daily and every 
day, from half an hour before sunrise until half an 
hour after sunset, and that the other Ferry Boats shall 
in like manner, be continually employed during the 
continuance of this lease daily and every day during 
the hours and times prescribed by the present or 
future acts or act of the Legislature of the people of 
the State of New York, in the premises ; and further, 
that the Steam Ferry Boat shall start from Beekman 
slip aforesaid, once in every hour, and shall start from 
the old Ferry at Brooklyn also once in every hour, 
(except when necessarily prevented as aforesaid,) 
from half an hour before sun rise, until half an hour 
after sun set, in each and every day during the term 
hereby granted. 
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Secondly.—That the said parties of the second part, Lessees to 
their executors, administrators or assigns, shall and will enue a 
on or before the first day of May, which will be in the eit Bay 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 1819. 
nineteen, at their own proper cost and expense, build, 
furnish, provide and navigate from Beekman slip 
aforesaid, to the said Ferry at Brooklyn, and thence 
back to Beekman slip aforesaid, a second Steam Ferry 
Boat calculated for the transportation of passengers 
and freight, and shall and will during the rest and resi- 
due of the term hereby demised, keep both of the said 
Steam Ferry Boats constantly employed on the said pime tobe 
Ferry, from half an hour before sunrise, until half an e™ployed. 
hour after sunset, in each and every day during the 
said residue of the said term, and one of the said 
Steam Ferry Boats shall start from Beekman slip 
once in every half hour, and one shall start from the 
old Ferry at Brooklyn, also once in every half hour 
during the said residue of the said term. 


Thirdly.—That in case such law as hereinafter Second 
mentioned relative to the increase of the ferriage for fe taker” 
passengers, shall be enacted by the Legislature, at ieee 
any time previous to the first day of May, one thou- should be 
sand eight hundred and nineteen, then and in that Spe gat 
case, the second Steam Ferry boat shall be built and 
put in operation as above mentioned, by the said par- 
ties of the second part, their executors, administrators 
or assigns, as soon after the passing of the said law as 


the said boat can be built and got in readiness. 


Fourthly.—That the said parties of the second part, Rent to be 
~ ei 3 paid within 
their executors, administrators or assigns, shall and thirty days 
will yearly, and every year for the first eighteen years or ee 
of the said term, well and truly pay unto the said par- due. 
ties of the first part, their successors or assigns, the 


yearly rent or sum of four thousand dollars in equal 
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quarterly paymtnts, on the first days of August, 
November, February and May, in each and every 
year, and for the remaining seven years of the said 
term, the yearly rent or sum of four thousand five 
hundred dollars, in equal quarterly payments as afore- 
said, and that if default shall be made in any of the 
said quarterly payments of rent, for the space of thirty 
days next after the day or days on which the same 
ought to be paid as aforesaid, or if the said parties of 
the second part, their executors, administrators or as- 
signs, shall make default in the performance of any of 
In case of the covenants and agreements on their part and behalf 
a to be performed, or any or either of them, or any part 
tion may of either of them, that then and in every such case, it 
re-enter. shall and may be lawful for the said parties of thé first 
part, their successors or assigns, to enter upon and take 
possession of the premises hereby demised, and the 
same to hold as of their former estate, together with 
the above mentioned floating bridges and stairs to be 
made as aforesaid, and these presents and the term 
hereby granted shall thereupon cease, any thing here- 
in contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 


When the Fifthly.—That the said parties of the second part, 

aaa their executors, administrators or assigns, will at the 

oo expiration of the term created by this lease, or other 
sooner determination thereof, quietly and peaceably 
yield and deliver up the premises hereby demised, to 
the said parties of the first part, their successors or 
assigns. 

Biahts me Sixthly.—-That in case this lease should become and 

ration in be forfeited by reason of the default of the said parties 

ares the. of the second part, their executors, administrators and 


should be: assigns in the payment or performance of the rents 
come for- 
feited, and and covenants herein contained, that then the said par- 


the condi- ties of the first part, their successors or assigns shall 
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be entitled to the same exclusive right of navigating Conk on 
a Steam Ferry Boat or Boats upon the premises here those rights 
demised, (but not elsewhere,) as the said William rain ~ 
Cutting now possesses in virtue of the grant and 
agreement made to and with him by the said Living- 

ston and Fulton as aforesaid, upon the said parties of 

the first part, their successors or assigns, allowing and 

paying to the said William Cutting, his executors, ad- 
ministrators or assigns for the exclusive right of navi- 

gating a Steam Ferry Boat or Boats upon the premises 

hereby demised as aforesaid, the same sum or per 

centage upon the profits arising therefrom as the pre- 

sent Paulus Hook Steam Ferry Boat Company have 

agreed to allow and pay to the said Livingston and 

Fultop for the use of their patent rights and State 
privilege in navigating Steam Ferry Boats between 

the cities of New York and Jersey. 

Seventhly.—That the said parties of the second Ferry tobe 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns, shall honey ees 
and will conduct and manage the said Ferry agreea- ‘4, Sainte 
bly to such regulations, rules and restrictions as now or ordi- 
are, or from time to time hereafter during the said . on 
term shall be made by any law of this State, or ordi- dir 
nance of the Common Council of this city in rela- 
tion to the same, provided that no such ordinance shall 
in any manner whatsoever contravene or be inconsis- 
tent with the covenants herein contained. And the 
said parties of the first part for themselves and their 
successors, do hereby covenant and agree to, and 
with the said parties of the second part, their execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns as follows, that is to 
say, 

Firstly —That the said parties of the first part, earch 
will, at their own expense, on or before the first day make and 


of May, which will be in the year of our Lord one Snaae 
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pair the thousand eight hundred and fourteen, make and there- 

wineren after keep in repair such additional wharves or piers 

and piers. at Beekman Slip and Brooklyn as may be necessary 
for the accommodation of a Steam Ferry Boat or 
Boats. 


Corpora-  Secondly.—That the said parties of the first part 
a fe ae. will apply to, and endeavor to procure from the Legis- 
ie tolature of the State of New York a law authorizing 
the ferri- the said parties of the first part, to demand and receive 
ee of the passengers to be transported over the said Fer- 
ry hereby demised, the sum of four cents each, instead 
of the sum of two cents, now allowed by law, which 
ferriage of four cents the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns shall 
be entitled to demand, and receive of each and every 
passenger transported across the Ferry hereby de- 
mised, whenever a Steam Ferry Boat shall be in actual 
Andtopre- operation on the said Ferry. And also for a law 


vent ves- 


sels ob- authorizing the Common Council of the city of New 
the Ge York from time to time to make ordinances to regu- 


River. late the mooring or anchoring of the vessels in the 
East River, in such manner as not to impede or inter- 
rupt the navigation of a Steam Ferry Boat or Boats 
on the premises hereby demised ; and to impose penal- 
ties upon the master and owner of any vessel or boat 
which may run foul of or crowd the said Steam Ferry 
Boat or Boats in crossing the said Ferry. And in 

If the stat- case the Legislature should refuse to raise the ferriage 


ute for the 


increase of Of passengers to four cents each, as aforesaid, that 
ferriage | then the said parties of the second part, their execu- 


ised the tors, administrators, or assigns, shall be permitted by 
tion not to the said parties of the first part, and their successors 


— the (as far forth as they can lawfully permit the same) to 


four cents receive four cents from each, and every passenger who 
for foot 3 r 
passengers may choose to passin a steam boat ; but the fare in 
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the horse boats and barges shall continue and remaip 
as may be established by law. 

Thirdly.—In case the parties of the second part, oe 
their executors, administrators and assigns, shall and chase the 
do continue the said Steam Ferry Boat establishment 204 2 
until the full end and expiration of the said term of ration of 
twenty-five years, hereby demised, that then, and in eee 
that case, at the expiration of the term aforesaid, the 
parties of the first part, or their successors, shall and 
will purchase of the said parties of the second part, 
their executors, administrators, or assigns, at a just 
and equitable appraisement to be made by arbitrators, 
one to be chosen by each of the said parties, and the 
third by the two arbitrators, such boats as may at that 
time be actually used and employed upon the said 
Ferry, hereby demised, together with the floating 
bridges built, and then used for the accommodation of 
such boats. 

Fourthly—That the said parties of the first part, and ens 
their successors, will not during the existence of this permitted 
lease, grant, establish, or permit any other Ferry be- Seige 
tween the said city of New York and Brooklyn to the Slip. 
southward of the present Ferry at Catharine Slip. 

Lastly, that the said parties of the second part, their 
executors, administrators and assigns, well and truly 
keeping, and performing all and singular the cove- 
nants and agreements hereinbefore mentioned, on 
their part to be kept and performed, shall at all times 
during the continuance of this lease, have, hold, use, 
occupy, and enjoy the premises hereby demised, with- 
out the lawful let, hinderance, molestation, or disturb- 
ance of the said parties of the first part, their succes- 
sors or assigns, or any other person or persons law- 
fully claiming, or to claim the same by, from, or under 
them. In testimony whereof, to one part of these 


18 
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presents remaining with the said parties of the first 
part, the said second part have set their hands and 
seals ; and to the other part thereof, the said parties 
of the first part have caused the Common Seal of the 

- City of New York to be affixed, the day and year first 
above written. 


Sealed and delivered | wy. CUTTING, [1. s.] 


in presence of 
Tuos. R. Mercein, | R. FULTON. [u. se] 


D. S. Jonzs. 





Endorsement on the Foregoing Lease. 


In Common Covuncit, 
Ocroser 19, 1818. 

Resolved—That the time limited by a resolution of 
this Board, passed the 22d day of December last, for 
the New York and Brooklyn Steam Ferry Boat Com- 
pany to build and complete a Team Boat in lieu of the 
second boat mentioned in the lease to Mess’rs Fulton 
and Cutting, be, and is hereby extended to the first 
day of April next. Provided, however, that such 
Team Boat shall not be less than seventy feet in length 
on deck, nor less than forty-two feet in breadth on 
deck, including the platform. 

Resolved,—That in case the said Company shall 
not be able to procure an Act from the Legislature to 
enable them to charge the same rates of ferriage in 
such Team Boat as is now allowed for the Steam 
Boat, or from any other cause shall be disposed to 
place another Steam Boat upon the Ferry, con- 
formably with the provisions of the said lease, they 
shall be at liberty to do so, and to discontinue the fur- 
ther use of such Team Boat. Provided always, that 
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a Team Boat be put on the Ferry by the first of April 
next, ora. Steam Boat by the first of May next. 


Resolved,—That the Counsel of this Board be au- 
thorized and required to endorse these resolutions upon 
the before mentioned Lease. 


The foregoing resolutions were endorsed by my 
order, December 22, 1818. 
(Signed) OGDEN EDWARDS. 


FERRY FROM CATHARINE SLIP. 


This Indenture made the twelfth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty, between the Mayor, Aldermen and Common- 
alty of the City of New York of the first part, and 
Rodman Bowne and Samuel Bowne of the second 
part, Witnesseth, That the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of New York, for and in con- 
sideration of the rents, covenants, payments, articles 
and agreements hereinafter mentioned, on the part 
and behalf of the said parties of the second part, their 
executors, administrators and assigns, to be observed, 
paid, performed, fulfilled and kept, have demised, 
granted, and to farm let, and by these presents do de- 
mise, grant, and to farm let, unto the said parties of 
the second part, their executors, administrators and 
assigns, all that certain Ferry established from the 
New or Catharine Market Slip, in the City of New Ferry from 


: Catharine- 
York, over the East River to the foot of Main street, Marketslip 
in Brooklyn, and from the foot of Main street, in 2 Rad 
Brooklyn aforesaid, back to Catharine Market Slip Brooklyn. 


aforesaid, with all and singular the usual accustomed 
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ferriage, fees, perquisites, rents, issues, benefits, profits, 

and advantages whatsoever to the said Ferry belong- 

ing, or therewith used, or thereout arising, and also 

the Ferry-house and Lot in Brooklyn appertaining 

to the said Ferry to have and to hold the said 

Ferry with the appurtenances, and house, and lot, 

unto the said parties of the second part, their ex- 

ecutors, administrators and assigns, for and during the 

Mo 1890, full end and term of nineteen years from the first day 
19 years, to of May last past, yielding and paying therefor, yearly 
on eae and every year, during the said term, unto the said, 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City 
of New York, their successors and assigns, the annual 

rent hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, during the 
Rentforse- first seven years of the said term, the sum of twelve 
ges. hundred and seventy-five dollars, annually ; during 
Rent for 5 the next ensuing five years of the said term, the sum 
bas peg of eighteen hundred dollars, annually ; and during the 
2.000. Pay. next ensuing seven years of the said term, the sum of 
ment quar- two thousand dollars, annually ; all of which sums are 
“ to be paid in quarter yearly payments, on the usual 
days of payment of rent, that is to say, one fourth 

part thereof, on the first days of August, November, 
February and May, in each and every year during the 

said term—the first payment to be made on the first 

Highs of day of August next. Provided always, and these pre- 
ration . sents, and the premises hereby demised, are upon this 
Pes express condition, that if it should so happen, that the 
Lessees. said yearly rent, or any part thereof should be behind 
and unpaid for the space of ten days after any day of 
payment on which the same, or any part thereof ought 

to be paid, as aforesaid, or if the said parties of the 

second part, their executors, administrators or assigns 

shall neglect to pay, perform, fulfil, and keep, any or 

either of the payments, articles, covenants, clauses, 
agreements, matters and things herein contained, 


which on their part are to be paid, performed, fulfilled 
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and kept during the term aforesaid, according to the 

true intent and meaning of these presents, that then 

and in every such case or cases, it shall and may be 

lawful to and for the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of New York, their succes- 

sors and assigns to enter into, and upon the” premises 

hereby demised, and to have, possess, and enjoy the 

same as fully as though these presents had not been 

made, any thing herein contained to the contrary not- 
withstanding. And provided further, and it is hereby Riphtto es. 
expressly agreed by and between the parties to these rose 
presents, that it shall and may be lawful to, and for foot’ of 
the first part, and their successors, at any time during W2™"* 


= street, 100 
the continuance of this lease, without any prejudice feet west of 


to the right and interest in the same of the said parties << 
of the second part, their executors, administrators and Spgs 
assigns, to establish a Ferry across the East River 

from the foot of Walnut street, or from any point to 

the westward of it, not exceeding 100 feet, or from 

any point to the eastward of it to the Wallabout, or to 

any point to the westward of the Wallabout, not ex- 
ceeding 100 feet to the westward of Little street, on 

the Long Island shore, with all the privileges usually 
appertaining to Ferries ; and the said parties of the 

first part, for themselves and their successors, do 
covenant and agree to, and with the said parties of the 

second part, their executors, administrators and as- 

signs to keep the chain used on the easterly side of eraees 
the said Ferry, at the foot of Catharine Slip, in good tion’ to 
order and repair during the continuance of this lease toed el 
and the said parties of the second part, for themselves, pair. 
their executors, administrators and assigns, do cove- 

nant, and agree to, and with the said, the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, 

their successors and assigns, by these presents, that 

they, the said parties of the second part, their execu- 
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Lessees to 


tors, administrators, and assigns, shall, and will yearly, 
and every year during the said term, well and truly 
pay unto the said parties of the first part, their succes- 
sors, or assigns, the said yearly rents or sums of money 
hereinbefore mentioned, at the days and times above 
specified for the payment thereof, without fraud or 
delay. And also, that they, the said parties of the 
second part, their executors, administrators and as- 


provide 2 signs, shall, and will during the whole of the said term 


Team and : 3 
three Row Of Bineteen years, at their own proper costs and ex- 


Boats. 


penses, furnish, provide, and navigate upon the said 
Ferry, from Catharine Slip to Brooklyn, aforesaid, 
two good and substantial Team Ferry Boats, to be 
propelled by not less than eight good and substantial 
horses, and keep the said Team Ferry Boats at all 
reasonable times thereafter, continually employed on 
the said Ferry, during the term hereby granted. And 
also, that they, the said parties of the second part, 
their executors, administrators and assigns, shall and 
will, during the said term of nineteen years, if there- 
unto required by the said parties of the first part, or 
their successors, or the Committee on Ferries for the 
time being, maintain, and keep at their own proper 
costs and charges, three good and substantial Row 
Boats, of such size and construction as now is, or may 
be required by the Common Council, to carry and 
transport carriages and effects across the said river, 
from either side thereof, with safety, convenience, and 
expedition ; and that the said Boats shall, when re- 
quired, at all times during the said term, be kept in 
good and sufficient repair, and be furnished with good 
and sufficient oars, and other implements, at the pro- 
per expense and charges of the said parties of the 
second part, their executors, administrators and as- 
signs, and that each of the said Boats when required 
as aforesaid, shall be manned with two honest, sober, 
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skilful, and able bodied men, who shall be competent 

to row the said boats, and who shall at all reasonable 

times give their constant and ready attendance to the 

said respective places of landing for the prompt and 
expeditious transportation and conveyance of passen- a a 
gers and effects across the said River; and also, that Frames, 
they, the said parties of the second part, their execu- eae aad 
tors, administrators, or assigns, shall and will keep the Bridges— 


x : _, the whole 
Frames, Ferry-stairs and Bridges, used at the said of the old, 


Ferry on each side of the same, and the whole of the pearl | 
old part of the pier on the easterly side of the Slip, oc- ey the 
cupied for the use of the said Ferry at Brooklyn, and side. 

one half of the new part of said pier, in good order 

and repair, at their own expense, during the continu- 

ation of this Lease ; and also, that they, the said par- 

ties of the second part, their executors or administra- | |. 
tors, shall not, nor will at any time during the said nottotrans- 
term, in any manner grant, assign, transfer, or set over oe 
this present Lease, or any part thereof, or the above 
described and demised premises, or any parcel of the 

same without the leave and consent of the said parties 

of the first part, or their successors, in writing, under 

their common seal, first had and obtained; nor shall 

do, commit, or suffer any act or acts, thing or things, 

either by commission or omission, which shall create 

a forfeiture of these presents, or the premises hereby 
demised, or in anywise lessen, injure, or encumber 

the same, or the rents and revenues thereof; but that 

they, the said parties of the second part, will conduct 

and manage the said Ferry agreably to such rules, city igwe 
regulations and restrictions as now are, or from time to be con- 
to time hereafter during the said term, shall by any sas 
by-laws, ordinance, order, or resolution of the said 
parties of the first part, or their successors, be reason- 

ably made or passed, in relation thereto. And also, 


that they, the said parties of the second part, their ex- 
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igen ecutors, administrators, or assigns, shall and will on 
renderedat the last day of the term hereby granted, or other 
the expita- sooner determination hereof, well and truly deliver up 
Lease. the said hereby demised premises, with the rights, 
privileges, and appurtenances thereunto belonging, 
into the hands and possession of the said parties of the 
first part, their successors or assigns, without fraud or 
delay ; and the said parties of the second part, for 
themselves, their executors, administrators, and as- 
signs, and the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the City of New York, for themselves and 
Boats and their successors, do mutually covenant, grant and 
ee 4 agree to, and with each other respectively, in manner 
for by ap- following, that is to say, that the Team Boats and all 
praisement Other boats and furniture of what description soever, 
as shall be actually employed on the said Ferry, at the 
expiration of the said term, shall be valued by three 
indifferent persons or appraisers ; one to be chosen by 
the said parties of the first part, or their successors, 
one by the said parties of the second part, their ex- 
ecutors, administrators or assigns, and the third by 
the persons or appraisers so chosen by the said parties 
to these presents, and before they proceed to make 
the said valuation the decision of two of which said 
persons or appraisers given in writing under their 
hands and seals, shall be final and conclusive, provided 
that the said parties of the first part shall not be bound 
to pay for any number of boats commonly denomina- 
ted Team Boats, exceeding two, unless they the said 
parties of the first part, or their successors, shall during 
the said term request the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators, or assigns, to 
build a greater number of boats of that description. 
And itis hereby further agreed by and between the 
said parties, that such decision shall be made and 
given within twenty days after the expiration of the 





145 [Doc. No. 26. 


said term, or other sooner determination of these pres- 
ents as aforesaid. And the said parties of the first 
part, their successors and assigns, shall and’ will with- 
in ten days thereafter, pay to the said parties of the 
second part, his executors, administrators, or assigns, 
the sum awarded to be due to him or them, provided 
the said Boats and furniture shall be assigned and de- 
livered over within the said term, by the said parties 
of the second part, their executors, administrators or 
assigns, to the said parties of the first part, their suc- 
cessors or assigns, free and clear from any claims and 
demands from any person or persons whatsoever. 

In testimony whereof, to one part of these presents 
remaining with the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the city of New York, the said par- 
ties of the second part, have set their hands and seals ; 
and to the other part thereof remaining with the said 
parties of the second part, the said, the Mayor, Alder- 
men and Commonalty of the city of New York, have 
caused the Common Seal of the city of New York to 
be affixed, the day and year first above written. 

Sealed and Delivered RODMAN BOWNE, [t. s.] 


in presence of 
Ogprn Epwarps, SAMUEL BOWNE, [z. s.] 


This Indenture, made the twelfth day of September, Recital of 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred as 
and twenty-five, between the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the city of New York of the first part, 
and Rodman Bowne and Samuel Bowne of the second 
part : Whereas the said parties of the first part did, in 
and by a certain indenture of lease, bearing date the 
twelfth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thou- 


sand eight hundred and twenty, for and in considera- 


19 
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tion of the rents, covenants payments, articles and 
agreements, in the said indenture of lease contained, 
demise, grant and to farm let unto the said parties of 
the second part, their executors, administrators and 
ey oro assigns, All that certain Ferry established from the 
Catharine New or Catharine Market Slip, in the city of New 
aI vayeet York, over the East River to the foot of Main street in 
Brooklyn. Brooklyn, and from the foot of Main street in Brook- 
lyn aforesaid, back to Catharine Market Slip aforesaid, 
with all and singular the usual accustomed ferriage 
fees, perquisites, rents, issues, benefits, profits and ad- 
vantages whatsoever, to the said Ferry, belonging, or 
therewith used, or thereabout arising, and also the 
ferry house and lot in Brooklyn, appertaining to the 
From first said Ferry : To have and to hold the said Ferry, with 
beet the appurtenances and house and lot, unto the said 
Piece parties of the second part, their executors, administra- 
tors and assigns, for and during the full end and term 
of nineteen years, from the first day of May then last 
past ; Yielding and paying therefor yearly and every 
year, during the said term, unto the said parties of the 
first part, their successors and assigns, during the 
first seven years of the said term, the sum of twelve 
hundred and seventy-five dollars annually : during the _ 
oe for 7 next ensuing five years of the said term, the sum of 
$1275; do. eighteen hundred dollars annually: and during the 
@1s00; do, Hext ensuing seven years of the said term, the sum of 
Li ert two thousand dollars annually : All of which sums are 
quarterly, to be paid in quarter yearly payments, on the usual 
days of payment of rent, that is to say, one fourth part 
thereof on the first days of August, November, Feb- 
ruary and May, in each and every year during the said 
ierm ; the first payment to be made on the first day of 
August then next. In which said indenture of lease, 
there is a proviso, the effect following to wit : Provided 


further, and it is hereby expressly agreed by and be- 
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tween the parties to the said indenture, that it should Hiebet aed 
and might be lawful to and for the parties of the first Ferry at 
part and their successors, at any time during the con- Wat 

tinuance of the said lease, without any prejudice to the 100 feet 
i : 3 3 west of Lit- 

right and interest in the same of the said parties of the tle street, 

second part, their executors, administrators and as- FF ak i 

signs, to establish a Ferry across the East River, from 

the foot of Walnut street, or from any point to the 

westward of it, not exceeding one hundred feet, or 

from any point to the eastward of it to the Wallabout, 

or to any point to the westward of the Wallabout, not 

exceeding one hundred feet to the westward of Little 

street, on the Long Island shore, with all the privileges 

usually appertaining to Ferries. And whereas the The par- 

said parties of the second part are willing that the jos 58° 


: to achange 
landing place of the said last mentioned ferry, now °f landing 


leased or about to be leased for twenty-one years to " es in 
James B. Clarke and Silas Butler, on the Long ase 
Island side, may be altered from the foot of Little lease. 
street, to the foot of Jackson street; and the said 

parties hereto of the first part, have agreed that the 

term of years for which the said indenture of lease, to 

the said parties of the second part is given, shall be 
extended seven years, four months and eleven days 

from the end of the term specified in the said Inden- 

ture, at the highest rate of rent reserved in said lease, 

adding thereto the amount of six per cent interest, 

on the advances made by the said parties of the 

first part, for building the pier at the foot of Catharine 

street, so that the lease of both said Ferries, shall ex- 

pire at the same time. Now therefore this Indenture 
Witnesseth that the said parties of the first part, Do ome 


lease ex- 


hereby covenant and agree to and with the said par- tended 
° J e . us 
ties of the second part, their executors, administrators May, 1839, 


and assigns, that the said parties of the second part; 47° hey, 


their executors, administrators and assigns, shall and 1846. 
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may have and hold the said Ferry, with the appurten- 
ances and house and lot by the said indenture of lease, 
to them granted and demised, for the additional period 
of seven years, four months, and eleven days, from the 
time limited in said lease for the expiration thereof: 
Rent for Yielding and paying therefor yearly and every year 
pe pores during the said additional term, unto the said parties 
tobe $2000 of the first part, their successors and assigns, the yearly 
per annu™ rent or sum of two thousand dollars, together with six 
ae cent interest, on the sum or sums advanced by the 
pay 6 per Said parties of the first part, for building the pier at the 
cent. inter foot of Catharine street, as heretofore agreed upon 
of pier foot between the said parties, on the days and in manner 
a ae provided as to the rents reserved in the said Indenture 
of lease. And the said parties of the second part, for 
themselves their heirs, executors, administrators and 
ped assigns, Do covenant and agree to and with the said 
may parties of the first part, their successors and assigns, 
eee that they the said parties of the first part, their succes- 
place to gors and assigns, shall and may change the landing 
foot of 5 
Jackson-st. Place of the said Ferry leased or about to be leased to 
mae James B. Clarke and Silas Butler, on the Long Island 
side from the foot of Little street, (or from any point 
westward of it, not exceeding one hundred feet,) to 
the foot of Jackson street, with all the privileges 
usually appertaining to Ferries. And it is hereby fur- 
ther understood by and between the said parties to 
these presents, that all the covenants, conditions, pro~ 
visions and stipulations in the said indenture of lease, 
between the said parties to these presents, and in 
every other agreement relating to the said Ferry, and 
the premises in the said indenture of lease mentioned 
and described, except in so far as the same may be 
altered or modified by this indenture, shall be and re- 
main in full force and virtue, and shall be applicable 


to the rent and provisions in this Indenture contained. 
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In WITNESS WHEREOF, to one part hereof, the said 
parties of the first part, have caused the Common Seal 
of the city of New York, to be affixed, and to the other 
part hereof, the said parties of the second part, have 
set their hands and seals on the day and year herein 
first above written. 
Sealed and delivered RODMAN BOWNE, [z. s.] 


in the presence of 
T. J. Waters. SAMUEL BOWNE, [t.s.] 


WALNUT STREET FERRY. 


This Indenture made the twelfth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five, between the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty of the City of New York, of the first 
part, and James B. Clarke and Silas Butler, of the 
town of Brooklyn, county of Kings, and state of New- 
York, of the second part: Whereas, the said parties Recital of 


of the first, did in and by a certain Indenture of Lease, Tego id 

bearing date the first day of December, in the year of Bais 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, from Wal- 
i nut street 

grant, demise and to farm let, unto one Samuel Evans, to Little-st. 

of the town of Brooklyn on Nassau Island, Esquire, a 4,10" 

certain Ferry then to be established, at the foot of 

Walnut street, in the City of New York, over and 

across the East River, to Little street, on Long Island, 

on the west side of the Navy Yard, and adjacent 

thereto, and from Little street aforesaid to Walnut 

street aforesaid, for the term of fifteen years from For fifteen 

thence next ensuing, and under the conditions, provi- Ade oy 

sions, reservations and stipulations in the said Inden- EE ing 


ture of Lease contained, as by reference to the said 
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Indenture of Lease, will more fully and at large ap- 
pear. And whereas, the said Samuel Evans is since 
deceased, and administration of all and singular, the 
estate and effects whereof the said Samuel Evans was 
possessed at the time of his death, hath been granted 
to Jane Evans. And whereas, the said Jane Evans 
as such administratrix, did by and with the leave and 
consent of the said parties of the first part, assign and 
Lease as- set over the said lease to Daniel S. Griswold, Joseph 
send G. Swift and Silas Butler. And whereas, the said 
Wee , Daniel S. Griswold, Joseph G. Swift and Silas Butler, 
J.G. Swift. have by their certain petition to the said parties of the 
first part, prayed that they may transfer the said Lease 
to James B Clarke, and the said Silas Butler, the 
parties of the second part of the present Indenture ; 
to which application the parties of the first part have 
consented, and do by these presents consent. And 
whereas the said Lease, has accordingly been duly as- 
Griswold, signed to the said James B. Clarke and Silas Butler, 
oe and the said James B. Clarke and Silas Butler, the 
B. Clarke said parties of the second part to this present Inden- 
and aati ture, have by their petition prayed of the said parties 
petition for of the first part, to grant them a newand extended lease, 
a new an . . 
extended andtochange the landing place of the said Ferry, onthe 
‘none, Long Island shore, from Little street to Jackson street. 
And whereas, the said parties of the first part, have 
agreed thereto, in consideration of the covenants and 
stipulations, on the part of the said James B. Clarke and 
Silas Butler, hereinafter specified. Now therefore 
this Indenture Witnesseth, that the said parties of the 
first part, for and in - consideration of the rents, cove- 
nants, payments, agreements and articles hereinafter 
mentioned and contained on the part and behalf of the 
said parties of the second part, their heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns, to be paid, done, performed — 


and kept; Have demised, granted and to farm letten, 
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and by these presents do demise, grant and to farm oe 

let, unto the said parties of the second part, their nut street, 

executors, administrators and assigns, All the certain ee. 

Ferry establishment at the foot of Walnut street, in in Brook- 

the city of New York, over and across the East River, ” Baer 

to Jackson street in Brooklyn, on Long Island, and 

from Jackson street aforesaid, to Walnut street afore- 

said, with the privilege of running Steam and Team 

Boats thereon, and with all and singular the Ferriage 

fees, perquisites, rents, issues, profits, benefits and ad- 

vantages whatsoever, which may arise or accrue from 

the said Ferry ; To have and to hold, the said Ferry, ae a 
E y-one 

with the appurtenances, to the said parties of the se- years from 

cond part, their executors, administrators and assigns, Be 

from the day of the date of these presents, for and 1825. 

during, and until the full end and term of twenty-one 

years, from thence next ensuing and fully to be com- 

plete and ended : Yielding and paying therefor yearly Rent first 

and every year during the said term, unto the’ said $300, se- 

parties of the first part, their successors and assigns, ee 

the annual rents hereinafter mentioned,’ that is to say third seven 

during the first seven years of the said term, the sum piesa 

of three hundred dollars annually: during the next en- aa, 

suing seven years of the said term, the sum of six hun- 

dred dollars annually, and during the last seven years 

of the said term, the sum of twelve hundred dollars an- 

nually ; All of which said sums are to be paid in quar- 

ter yearly payments, on the usual days of payment of 

rent, that is to say, one fourth part thereof on the first 

days of August, November, February and May, in 

each and every year during the said term, the first 

payment to made on the first day of November next. 

Provided always, that if it should so happen that the 

said yearly rents or any part thereof should be behind Pevidion 

or unpaid for the space of ten days, after any day ofin case of 


: i d 
payment, on which the same ought to be paid as peas 
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aforesaid, or if the said parties of the second part, their 
executors, administrators or assigns, do or shall ne- 

glect or omit to pay, perform, fulfil or keep any or 

either of the payments, articles, covenants, clauses, 
agreements, matters or things herein contained, which 

on the part and behalf of the said parties of the second 

part, their executors, administrators or assigns, are to 

be paid, performed, fulfilled and kept during the said 

term of twenty-one years, according to the true intent 

and meaning of these presents, that then and in every 

and all such case and cases, it shall and may be law- 

ful to and for the said parties of the second part, their 
successors or assigns, to enter into and upon the pre- 

mises hereby demised, and to have, possess and enjoy 

the same again as fully as though these presents had 

never been made, any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. And the said parties of 

the second part, for themselves, their heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns, do covenant and agree to 

and with the said parties of the first part, their succes- 

sors and assigns, by these presents in manner follow- 

ing, that is to say, that the said parties of the second 

part, their executors, administrators and assigns, shall 

and will yearly and every year during the said term 

€ hereby demised, well and truly pay unto the said par- 
ties of the first part, their successors and assigns, the 

said yearly rents or sums of money hereinbefore men- 
tioned, at the days and times above specified for the 

Lessees to payment thereof without fraud or delay. And also, 
oe ae they the said parties of the second part, their 


‘Team or 
eae as executors, administrators and assigns, shall and will 
within one within one year from the date of this instrument, at 
a their own proper cost, charges and expenses, furnish, 
provide and navigate upon the said Ferry, from Walnut 
street to Jackson street aforesaid, a good and substan- 


tial Team Ferry Boat, or a good and substantial Steam 
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‘Ferry Boat, and also shall and will, within two years 

from the date of this instrument, if thereunto required 

by the said parties of the first part, at their own proper A ah 

costs, charges and expenses, provide and navigate two years 
5 , , if required 

upon the said Ferry, one other good and substantial by the Cor- 

Team Ferry Boat, or one other good and substantial Bonners 

Steam Ferry Boat, both the said Boats to be approved Boats to be 

by the said parties of the first part, and to be at all re- paar 

sonable times thereafter, continually employed upon omen 

the said Ferry, during the term hereby granted, to Shi 

carry, transport and convey carriages, horses, passen- employed. 

gers and effects, across the said river, from Walnut 

street to Jackson street aforesaid, and from thence 

to Walnut street aforesaid, with safety, convenience 

and expedition, and that the said Team Boats or 

Steam Boats, shall always during the said term, be Boats to be 

kept in good repair, and furnished with all necessary key 2 
. . 00 e- 

and proper implements and machinery, adapted to aie) and 

their respective kind, and be manned with a sufficient pepe 

number of able-bodied men skilled in water service, to 

manage the same, and that the said men so to be em- 

ployed in all and every of the said Boats, shall and 

will at all times, be ready and willing to give their con- 

stant and ready attendance at the said Ferry, for the . 

prompt and convenient transportation of passengers 

and effects, horses and carriages across the said Ferry. 

And also, that they the said parties of the second part, 

: aie : Ferry tobe 
their executors, administrators and assigns, shall con- managed 
duct and manage the said Ferry, agreeably to such Penis 
rules, regulations and restrictions, as from time to time tions of the 
during the said term, shall by any By-Law, ordinance, A Sel 
order or resolution of the said parties of the first part 
or their successors in Common Council convened, be 
made or passed in relation to the said Ferry. And also, 
that they the said parties of the second part, their exe- 


cutors, administrators and assigns, shall and will, at 
20 
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eee {0 their own proper costs, charges and expenses, build, 

pair the erect, make and finish, and at all times during the said 

bridges. A 6 é 

Alanis ., oor hereby demised, well and sufficiently repair, up- 

. and hold, sustain, amend, maintain and keep the necessary 
bridges and floats at each landing place of the said 
Ferry, and the necessary docks and piers at the land- 
ing place at the foot of Jackson street, and shall and 
will also keep in repair the piers at the foot of Walnut 
street, or such parts or proportions of such piers, as 
may belong to the said parties of the first part, and at 
the expiration of the said term hereby demised, shall 
and will peaceably and quietly leave, surrender and 
yield up the said Ferry, and every thing hereby de- 

Property _mised, in good order and condition into the hands and 

renderedat possession of the said parties of the first part, their 


the expira- . i ‘ 
tion of | successors or assigns. And also that the said parties 


peel a of the second part, their executors administrators and 
der. assigns, shall not nor will during the said term, assign, 
transfer, or set over, underlet or in any other manner, 
convey this present lease or any part thereof, or the 
above demised premises, or any part of the same, 
without the leave and consent of the said parties of the 
first part, their successors or assigns, in writing first 
had and obtained. 
Corporae And the said parties of the first part, for themselves 
ee ane and their successors, do covenant and agree to, and 
head and with the said parties of the second part, their execu- 
et tors, administrators and assigns, in manner and form — 
street. following, that is to say, that they, the said parties of 
the first part, and their successors, shall and will, with 
all convenient speed, after the execution of these pres- 
ents, at their own proper costs, charges and expenses, 
build, erect, make and finish, or cause to be built, 
erected, made and finished, under the directions of 


their Street Commissioner, according to law, a bulk- 
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‘head and piersat the foot of Walnut street: the said 
bulkhead and piers, to be of such size and materials 

and description as shall be approved of by the said 

Street Commissioner. And that the said parties of 

the second part, for themselves, their heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns, do covenant and agree to 

and with the said parties of the first part, their succes- 

sors and assigns, that they the said parties of the 

second part, their executors, administrators and as- 

signs, shall and will, after the completion of the said 
bulkhead and piers, for the use of such parts of the 

said piers belonging to the said parties of the first part, yo.cces to 
well and truly pay, or cause to be paid unto the said Bey at ad- 
parties of the first part, their successors and assigns, eit oftal 
an additional rent for said Ferry, over and above all ae 
the rents hereinbefore specified, which shall be equa] annum on 
to the interest at six per cent. per annum, on the sum pended Gr 
expended by the said parties of the first part in build- see 
ing, erecting, making and finishing such piers, (the 
determination of the said Street Commissioner as to 

the day of the completion of the said bulkhead and 

piers, and the sum or sums stated in the books kept in 

the said Street Commissioner’s office, as the sum ex- 

pended by the said parties of the first part, in building, 
erecting, making and finishing the said piers to be con- 

clusive as to those particulars,) the said additional rent 

herein and hereby agreed upon, to commence on the 

day of the completion of the said bulkhead and piers, 

and to terminate with this lease, and to be paid quar- 

terly on the same days specified in this indenture for 

the payment of the rents above reserved, and in case 

the said bulkhead and piers should be completed on a 

day intermediate two of the quarter days above speci- 

fied for the payment of the rents above reserved, then 

on the next quarter day, after such completion, only a 
proportional part of one quarter’s additional rent shall 
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be paid for so much of the said quarter of the year as 
shall be to come and unexpired between the day of 
completion of the said bulkhead and piers, and the 
next quarter day. And it is further understood and 
agreed upon by and between the said parties to these 
presents, that all the covenants in this indenture con- 
tained, relative to the rents of three hundred, six hun- 

‘ dred and twelve hundred dollars, above reserved, and 
all the remedies by re-entry or otherwise, for the re- 
covery of the same, shall equally apply to the said ad- 
ditional rent, in like manner as if the said additional 
rent had been incorporated in and formed a part of 
ihe said rents of the three hundred dollars, six hun- 
dred dollars and twelve hundred dollars. And further, 
that in case the said bulkhead and piers shall not be 
completed with all convenient speed, nothing herein 
and hereby contained shall be construed to give the 
said parties of the second part, their executors, ad- 
ministrators or assigns, a claim for damages upon the 
said parties of the first part, or their successors, for o> 
by reason of the said extension not being made or 
completed as aforesaid. 

In Witness WueEreor, to one part hereof, the said 
parties of the first part have caused the common seal 
of the city of New York to be affixed, and to the other 
part hereof, the said parties of the second part have 
set their hands and seals, on the day and year first 
above written. 

Sealed and delivered in JAMES B. CLARKE, [t. s.] 


the presence of 
T. J. Waters. SILAS BUTLER, [t. s.] 
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WILLIAMSBURGH FERRY. 


This Indenture made the eighth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-seven, between the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of New York, of the first 
part, and the Williamsburgh Ferry Company, of the 
second part, Witnesseth, that the said parties of the 
first part, for and in consideration of the rents, cove- 
nants, and agreements hereinafter mentioned and con- 
tained on the part and behalf of the said parties of the 
second part, and their successors and assigns, well 
and truly to be paid, observed, performed, fulfilled 
and kept, according to the true intent and meaning of 
these presents, have granted, demised, and to farm 
letten, and by these presents, do grant, demise, and to 
farm let unto the said parties of the second part, and 
their successors and assigns, all that Ferry established 
at the foot of Grand street in the City of New York, 7e"y tom 
over and across the East River to Morrell’s Point, Grand-st., 2 
where the boats now land, on Nassau Island, with all Morreil’s 
and singular, the rights, members, profits, advantages ph og . 
and appurtenances thereof; to have and to hold the 
same unto the said parties of the second part, and ita 
their successors and assigns, for and during, and until ioutis, 
the full end and term of fifteen years and three months oe 
from the first day of February, last past, fully to be 1827. 
complete and ended. Yielding and paying therefor 
yearly, and every year during the first one year and beeper . 
three months of the said term, the yearly rent of} months, 
seventy-five dollars ; during the following seven years es Bai 
of the said term, the yearly rent of one hundred and last 7 years 
fifty dollars, and during the remaining seven years of pes eles 
the said term, the yearly grant of two hundred and 
fifty dollars, in equal quarter yearly payments, on the 


usual days of payment, to wit: on the first day of May, 
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August, November, and February, in each and every 
year during the term hereby demised. And the said 
parties of the second part, for themselves, their suc- 
cessors and assigns, do covenant and agree to, and 
with the said parties of the first part, their successors 
and assigns, that they the said parties of the second 
part, their successors and assigns, shall and will, well 
and truly pay, or cause to be paid unto the said parties 
of the first part, their successors and assigns, the said 
yearly rents hereinbefore severally mentioned, at the 
several and respective times above limited and ap- 
videusis pointed for the payment thereof as aforesaid. And 
provide 2 also, that the said parties of the second part, their 
pie Ria successors or assigns, shall and will from the date of 
these presents, at their own proper costs and expen- 
ses, furnish, provide, and navigate from the foot of 
Grand street aforesaid, to Morrell’s Point aforesaid, 
the two good and substantial Steam Ferry Boats, now 
used on the said Ferry, or others at least equal in 
size, and propelled by as great power as those are, 
_ Boats to be and will keep the said Steam Ferry Boats continually 
pee peer employed on the said. Ferry during the term hereby 
granted. And also, that the said parties of the second 
part, their successors or assigns, shall and will at their 
own proper costs, charges and expenses, at all times 
during the term hereby granted, furnish, maintain, 
Two Row and keep upon the said Ferry, two good and sufficient 
Poioes Row Boats, to be used in case of emergency, to carry 
Ferry. —_ passengers and effects across the said River, (when- 
ever the public convenience shall require the same) 
with safety and convenience ; and that the said Steam 
Boats shall always during the said term, be furnished 
and manned with a sufficient number of able bodied 
Boats to be men, skilled in water service, to sail and manage the 
ae same ; and that the said men so to be employed in all 
times. and every of the said Boats, shall at all reasonable 
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times be ready and willing to give their constant and 
ready attendance at the said Ferry, for the prompt 
and convenient transportation of horses, carriages, 
passengers and effects, across the said River; and 
that the rate of ferriage at said Ferry, per foot passen- eee 
ger, shall not exceed four cents each, and that the 
rate of commutation for foot passengers at the said 
Ferry, shall not exceed twelve dollars per annum for 
each, and that the commutation for milk carts shall 
not exceed fifty dollars per annum, and a ratable pro- 
portion for other commutations. 


And also, that the said parties of the second part, ee ae 
their successors or assigns shall not, nor will not during fer without 
the said term hereby granted, assign, transfer or set — 
over this present lease, or any part thereof, either tion. 
directly or indirectly to any person or persons whom- 
soever, or incumber or charge the same, without the 
leave of the said parties of the first part, first had and 
obtained in writing, under their common seal. And Blsetyoant 
also, that they the said parties of the second part, their ject to be 
successors or assigns, shall conduct and manage the aed 
said Ferry agreeably to such rules, regulations, and Portion. 
restrictions, as from time to time hereafter, during the 
said term, shall by any by-law, ordinance, order or 
resolution of the said Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the City of New York, in Common Coun- 
cil convened, be made or passed in relation to the Ferrytobe 
said Ferry. And also, that the said parties of the cae aa 
second part, their successors or assigns, shall or will expiration 
at the expiration or sooner determination of the said® 
term, peaceably and quietly yield, surrender and de- 
liver up to the said parties of the first part, their suc- 


cessors or assigns, the aforesaid Ferry. 


And also, shall or will at the same time, grant and Lessees to 


convey unto the said parties of the first part, their suc- the Corpo. 


cessors or assigns, a good, clear and indefeasible estate®tion, the 
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= of the in fee simple, in and to the dock which has been 
Ce ss erected at Williamsburgh, for the accommodation of 
burgh. the Ferry formerly established at the foot of Delancey 
street, to that place, and also to the ferrystairs, which 
are or shall be erected there. And the said parties of 
the first part, for themselves and their successors, do 
covenant and agree to and with the said parties of the 
second part, their successors and assigns, that they the 
said parties of the second part, their successors and 
assigns, well and truly performing the covenants here- 
inbefore mentioned, agreeably to the true intent and 
meaning of these presents, shall and may at all times 
during the continuance of this lease, peaceably and 
quietly, have, hold, use, occupy and enjoy the said 
term hereby demised, with the appurtenances there- 
unto belonging, without any interruption or molesta- 
tion by or on the part of the said parties of the first 
In case of part. Provided always, and these presents are upon 
default ‘he this express condition, that in case the said parties of 
void. the second part, their successors or assigns shall 
make default in the performance of any or either 
of the covenants above contained on their part, to be 
observed, performed and kept, then and in such case, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing, these presents and every article, clause or 
thing herein contained, shall be absolutely null and 
void. And the said parties of the first part, for them- 
No other S¢lves and their successors, do hereby covenant to and 
po be with the said parties of the second part, their succes- 
fom Wal-sors or assigns, that they will not, during the continu- 
Pes 12th ance of the term hereby demised, establish or grant 
any Ferry to any person or persons whatsoever, be- 
tween Grand street and the foot of Twelfth street, on 
the East River, nor between Grand street and the 
limits of the grant heretofore made to Samuel Evans, 


of a Ferry. 
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In witness whereof, to one part of these presents, 
remaining with the parties of the first part, the parties 
of the second part, have hereunto set their corporate 
seal, and to the other part thereof remaining with the 
said parties of the second part, the parties of the first 
part have set their common seal, the day and the 
year first above written. 

Attest. [w. ¥.co.] MILES HITCHCOCK, 

President. 

JOHN LORIMER GRAHAM, Secretary. 


N. B. The Piers at Williamsburgh have recently 
been extended and repaired, and the proprietors of the 
Ferry have given a special Bond, for the payment of 
an additional rent, equal to six per cent. per annum, 
on the sum of three thousand dollars, being the amount 
appropriated bythe Common Council, for the expense 
of extending and repairing the Piers appertaining to the 
said Ferry, at Williamsburgh. 

T. J. WATERS, Comptroller. 


HORNE’S HOOK OR HELL GATE FERRY. 


This Indenture, made the first day of April, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-three, between the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty, of the City of New York, of the first 
part, and Abel Sammis, of the second part, witnesseth: 

That the said parties of the first part, for and in con- 
sideration of the covenants, conditions and agreements 
hereinafter mentioned, reserved and contained, on the 
part and behalf of the said party of the second part, his 
executors, aduuniguatora and assigns, well and truly to 
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be observed, performed, fulfilled and kept, according to 
the true intent and meaning of these presents, have de- 
mised, granted and to farm letten and by these presents 
do demise, grant and to farm let, unto the said party of 
yp on the second part, his executors, administrators and 
a a assigns, all that certain Ferry establishment from 
and, grant- Horne’s Hook, in the Ninth Ward of the City of New 
od eee York, over and across the East River, to Long 
wharves Island, and from thence back to Horne’s Hook afore- 


coe a said; together with all the wharves, buildings and 
appurtenances, to the same belonging, or in any wise 
appertaining, with all and singular, the ferriage fees, 
perquisites, rents, issues, profits, benefits and advanta- 
ges whatsoever, which may arise or accrue from the 
Forten gaid Ferry. To have and hold the said Ferry, with 
Ist jets the appurtenances, unto the said party of the second 
oes part, his executors, administrators and assigns, from 
the day of the date of these presents, for and during 
and until the full end and term of ten years, thence 
next ensuing, and fully to be completed and ended. 
Provision Provided nevertheless, that if it should so happen, that 
Hie: Se all or any of the covenants, conditions and agreements, 
Lessee. hereinafter mentioned, reserved and contained, on the 
part and behalf of the said party of the second part, 
his executors, administrators and assigns, well and 
truly to be observed, performed, fulfilled and kept, 
should not be so observed, performed, fulfilled and 
kept by the said party of the second part, his execu- 
tors, administrators or assigns, then and in such case 
it shall and may be lawful for the said parties of the 
first part, their successors or assigns, to enter upon 
the said demised premises, and the whole to have 
again, repossess and enjoy, as if this lease had never 
been made, any thing hereinbefore contained to the 
contrary thereof in any wise, notwithstanding. And 


the said party of the second part, for himself, his 
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heirs executors, administrators and assigns, doth cove- nemesis 
nant and agree to and with the said parties of the Team Fer 
first part, their successors and assigns, that he, the vai 
said party of the second part, his executors, adminis- 

trators and assigns, during the said term of ten years 

herein and hereby demised, shall and will at his and 

their own proper costs, charges and expenses, find, 

furnish, provide, maintain, keep and navigate on the 

said Ferry, a good and substantial Team Ferry Boat, 

and shall and will keep the said Team Ferry Boat siecle 
constantly employed on the said Ferry, during the employed. 
term hereby granted. And also, that the said party of 

the second part, his executors, administrators and as- 

signs, shall and will at his and their own proper costs, 

charges and expenses, at all times during the term oy. oats 
hereby granted, furnish, provide, maintain, keep and also to be 
navigate on the said Ferry, such good and substantial Pow 
Boats, and of such size and construction, as may be 
required by the said parties of the first part, or their 
successors, to be used in case of emergency, to carry, 
transport and convey passengers and effects, horses 

and carriages, across the said Ferry, whenever the 

public convenience shall require the same, with safety 

and convenience. And that the said Team Boat, and 

the said other Boats, shall always during the said term, 

. , : A Boats to be 
be kept in good repair, and furnished with all neces- kept in 
sary and proper oars, and other implements, adapted celia 
to their respective kinds, and manned with a sufficient 
number of able bodied men, skilled in water service, 
to sail, row, and manage the same ; and that the said 
men so to be employed, in all and every of the said 
boats, shall and will at all reasonable times, be ready 
and willing to give their constant and ready attend- 
ance, at the said ferry, for the prompt and convenient 
transportation of passengers and effects, horses and 
carriages, across the said Ferry. And also, that he 
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Ferry how the said party of the second part, his executors, admin- 
to be con-- : é 
ducted,  istrators and assigns, shall and will conduct and man- 
nage the said Ferry, agreeably to such rules, regula- 
tions and restrictions, as from time to time during the 
said term, shall by any by-law, ordinance, order or 
resolution of the said parties of the first part, or their 
successors in Common Council, be made or passed in 
relation to the said Ferry. And also, that the said 
party of the second part, his executors, administra- 
tors and assigns, shall and will from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, during the said term, at his and 
their own proper costs and charges, well and suffi- 
Lessees to Ciently repair, support, uphold, sustain, maintain, 
Se amend and. keep the wharves, buildings, docks, bulk- 
buildings, heads and other real property herein and hereby de- 
&c.,&e. ised, and shall and will also, within one year from 
the day of the date of this Indenture, make, erect, 
set up, construct, build and finish, a good and substan- 
Lessees to tial stone wall or bulkhead to the ground, on the 
pice * a Island of New York, herein and hereby demised, to 
or bulk- be in place of, and in the situation of the wooden 


i pepe bulkhead, in front of the house on the said New York 
Island, herein and hereby demised; the said stone 
wall or bulkhead to be one hundred feet in length, 
and to run northwardly from the land of Commodore 
Chauncey, and to be six feet thick at the base, and four 
feet thick at the top, and to be approved of by the Street 
Commissioner. And further, that the said party of 
the second part, his executors, administrators and as- 
signs, the same wharves, buildings, docks, bulkheads 
and other real property, as being well and sufficiently 
repaired, supported, upheld, sustained, maintained, 


Size of wall 


Proper é 
ae ae amended and kept, and the said Ferry, and every 
— thing herein and hereby demised, with the appurten- 


tion of ances, at the end of the said term, or other sooner de- 
lease. sito : 
termination of these presents, shall and will peaceably 
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and quietly leave, surrender and yield up, in good order 

and condition to the said parties of the first part, their 
successors or assigns. And also, that the said party Ae . 
of the second part, his executors, administrators and consent. 
assigns, shall not nor will, during the said term, assign, 

transfer, set over, under let or in any other manner 

convey the present lease, or any part thereof, or the 

above described and demised premises, or any part of 

the same, without the leave and consent of the said 

parties of the first part, their successors or assigns, in 

writing first had and obtained. And it is mutually on ful 
covenanted and agreed by the said parties of the first oN 
part, for themselves, their successors and assigns, to sees, the 
and with the said party of the second part, his execu- oe 
tors, administrators and assigns, and by the said party co ee 
of the second part, for himself, his heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns, to and with the said parties 

of the first part, their successors and assigns, that at 

the expiration of the said term of ten years, herein, 

and hereby demised, he the said party of the second 

part, his executors, administrators and assigns, (having 
complied with the conditions of this Indenture) shall be 

entitled to a new lease for the premises above conveyed, 

for the term of seven years thereafter, at such rent as 

shall be agreed upon by the said parties, or their legal 
representatives or assigns ; and in case no agreement 

can be made, then the said parties of the first part, their Rent to be 
successors or assigns, shall appoint one discreet and ee 
disinterested person, and the said party of the second pee ie 
part, his executors, administrators or assigns, shall ap- 

point another such discreet and disinterested person, 

and the said persons so appointed, shall choose a third 
discreet and disinterested person; and the said three 
persons so appointed and chosen, shall act as arbitra- 

tors, in regard to the amount of rent to be paid for the 


said term of seven years, and their award in writing 
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ares shall be final as to the amount of the said rent, and 
ease to con 


tain the thereupon a lease shall be given by the said parties of 
nant ex. the first part, their successors or assigns, to the said par- 
CoRMIE the ty of the second part, his executors, administrators or 
stone wall. assigns, for the said term of seven years, to commence 
immediately from and after the termination of the 
term herein granted, at the rent so awarded ; but in 
either case, whether the rent be fixed by agreement, 
or by award as aforesaid, the said lease shall contain 
covenants, similar to those in the present indenture, 
excepting only the covenant in regard to building the 
stone wall or bulkhead, herein above mentioned. 

In Witness whereof, to one part of these presents, 
remaining with said parties of the first part, the said 
party of the second part, hath set his hand and seal, 
and to the other part thereof remaining, with the said 
party of the second part, the said parties of the first 
part, have caused the common seal of the city of New 
York, to be affixed, the day and year first above 
written. 


ABEL SAMIS.  [x.6.] 


Sealed and delivered 
in the presence of 


Gero. B. Smiru. 


Transferred to Henry F, Blackwell, Dec. 8, 1827, 
by consent of Corporation. 
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PAULUS HOOK FERRY. 


This indenture, made the twenty-sixth day of Sep- 
tember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-five, between the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Commonalty of the city of New York, of 
the first part, and Francis B. Ogden, Cadwallader D. 
Colden, and Samuel Swartwout, of the second part : 
Whereas, the said parties of the first part, did in and Recital of 
by a certain Indenture of Lease, bearing date the first Jease to the 
day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand sae — 
y 
eight hundred and twenty-three, grant, demise, and Steamboat 
to farm let unto the York and Jersey Steam Boat Ferry a 
Company, and to their successors and assigns, all the 
ferry and right of ferriage from the city of New York 
to so much of the Jersey shore as lies between a point 
immediately south of Hoboken, and a point due west 
from the Battery Castle, together with all and singular, 
the rights, members, privileges and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, for the term of six years, from 
thence next ensuing, and under the conditions, provi- 
sions, reservations and stipulations, in the said Inden- 
ture of Lease contained, as by reference to the said 
Indenture of Lease, will more fully and at large 
appear. 


And whereas, the said the York and Jersey Steam Whichwas 
Boat Ferry Company did, by and with the consent of “™"e4 
the said parties of the first part, assign and set over, to 
the said parties of the second part to this present In- 
denture, the said Indenture of Lease to them, the said 
the York and Jersey Steam Boat Ferry Company. 

And whereas, the said parties of the second part, have ee 


. . e,e . . for a 
by their certain petition to the said parties of the first new and 
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eepnied part, prayed that a new and extended Lease of the 
said premises may be granted to them. And where- 

as, the said parties of the first part, have agreed 

thereto, in consideration of the covenants and stipula- 

tions on the part of the said parties of the second part 

i hereinafter specified ; and provided the said Indenture 
Lease can- of Lease, to the York and Jersey Steam Boat Ferry 
celled. —_ Company, be surrendered and yielded up, (which said 
Indenture of Lease to the said, the York and Jersey 

Steam Boat Ferry Company, the said parties of the 

second part, being the legal assignees thereof, do ac- 
cordingly, by these presents, surrender and yield up 

unto the said parties of the first part, to be cancelled.) 

Now therefore, this Indenture witnesseth, that the 

said parties of the first part, for and in consideration 

of the rents, covenants, payments, agreements and ar- 

ticles hereinafter mentioned and contained, on the 

part and behalf of the said parties of the second part, 

their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, to 

be paid, done, performed and kept, have demised, 

granted and to farm letten, and by these presents do 
demise, grant, and to farm let, unto the said parties of 

the second part, their executors, administrators and 

a assigns, all that the said Ferry and right of ferriage 
from the city of New York, to so much of the Jersey 
shore as lies between a point immediately south of 
Hoboken, and a point due west from the Battery 

Castle ; together with all and singular, the rights, 
members, privileges and appurtenances thereunto be- 
For fifteen longing, to have and to hold the same Ferry, right of 
years and ferviage, and premises, from the first day of Novem- 
oe ber, next ensuing the date hereof, for and during, and 
1825. until the full end and term of fifteen years and six 
months, thence next ensuing, and fully to be complete 


and ended, upon the terms following, to wit : 
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Firsily—In case it shall be deemed necessary by Provision. 
for an addi- 


the said parties of the first part, or their successors, for tional ferry 
the public accommodation, to establish an additional Bee ee 
ferry from any other part of the said city to Powles’ 

Hook, that they, the said parties of the second part, 

shall establish such additional Ferry, but shall not be 

liable for any additional rent for the same. 

Secondly—That two or more good and substantial Two steam 
Steam Ferry Boats, to be approved of by the said par- cS 
ties of the first part, shall be furnished and provided yided by 
by the said parties of the second part, their executors, 
administrators, and assigns, and at their sole expense ; 

vi One Team 
but that one good Team Boat may be used in the Boat may 
stead of one of the said Steam Ferry Boats, which pprused. 
shall however be removed, and the Steam Boat put on 
said Ferry whenever the parties of the first part shall 
require the same to be done : and that all the boats 
shall be continually employed as Ferry Boats on the Time to be 
said Ferry during the said term, except when inter- eyes 
rupted by seasons or war, or during necessary inter- 
ruptions to make repairs; and they shall start as near 
as possible at the beginning and middle of each full 
hour by the clock, between sun rising and sun setting; 
and the said parties of the second part shall also have 
Row Boats to be employed on proper occasions. 

Thirdly—That the toll or fare for a market wagon Unies of 
and two horses and driver, and usual load, shall not ee 
be higher than fifty cents ; and the toll or fare fora 
one horse wagon, or a horse and gig and two passen- 
gers, shall not be higher. than thirty-seven and a half 
cents; and all other fare not higher than that which 
is contained in the annexed schedule or rates of fer- erent 
riage ; and that the floating ferry stairs shall be built keep in re- 
and kept in repair by the said parties of the second paaaee 
part ; and that they, the said parties of the secand stairs. 


22 
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Rent per 
annum 
$1500; 1 
year al- 


part, yielding and paying therefor, unto the said parties | 
of the first part, their successors and assigns, yearly 


qwayeit Ade and every year, during the said term, the sum of fif- 


vance. 


Lessees 
not to cre- 
ate a for- 
feiture. 


teen hundred dollars, lawful money of the United 
States of America, in equal quarter yearly payments, 
in manner following, that is to say, the sum of fifteen 
hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, 
shall be paid forthwith on demand; and the sum of 
three hundred and seventy-five dollars, lawful money 
as aforesaid, on the first days of February, May, 
August and November, following in each and every 
year until, and including the first day of May, which 
will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and forty, inclusive, so that one year’s rent 
may always be in advance in the hands of the said par- 
ties of the first part, their successors or assigns. 

And the said parties of the second part, for them- 
selves their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, 
do covenant, grant and agree to, and with the said 
parties of the first part, their successors and assigns, 
that they the said parties of the second part, their ex- 
ecutors, administrators and assigns, shall and will, 
well and truly, yearly and every year during the said 
term, pay the annual rent aforesaid, in advance, and 
in quarterly payments, in manner and form above 
mentioned; and that they the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns, shall 
and will, well and truly keep fulfil and perform all 
things in this Indenture contained, which on their 
part are to be done, fulfilled, kept and performed, ac- 
cording to the true intent and meaning of these pres- 
ents. And the said parties of the second part, for 
themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns, do further covenant, grant, promise and agree 
to, and with the said parties of the first part, their 
successors and assigns, that if they the said parties of 
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the second part, shall assign or set over this Lease, or 
any part thereof, without the consent of the parties of 
the first part, first had and obtained in writing under 
their common seal, or shall do or commit, or suffer or 
cause to be done or committed, any act or thing either 
by commission or omission in any thing whatsoever, 
which may create a forfeiture of the said Ferry, that 
thenit shall belawful for the said parties of the first part, 
their successors or assigns, to avoid the Lease hereby 
made, and thereupon these presents, and every thing 
herein contained, shall cease and be utterly void, so 
far as relates to the use or occupation of the said 
Ferry ; and it shall be lawful for the said parties of 
the first part, their successors and assigns, thereupon 
into the said premises, wholly to re-enter and re-pos- 
sess, and them the said parties of the second part and 
other occupiers thereof, to expel, remove and put out, 
any thing herein contained, to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

And the said parties of the first part, do covenant, 
grant and agree, to and with the said parties of the 
second part, that they the said parties of the first part, 
will well and truly fulfil and keep all things in this 
agreement contained, which on their part are to be 
done, fulfilled, kept and performed according to the 
true intent and meaning of these presents ; and also, 
that they the said parties of the second part, their ex- 
ecutors, administrators and assigns, well and truly 
keeping all and singular the covenants and agreements 
aforesaid, shall and may, at all times during the said 
term, peaceably and quietly have, hold, use, occupy 
and enjoy the premises demised, as aforesaid, without 
the lawful let, hindrance or molestation of the said 
parties of the first part, or their successors, or of any 
person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim the 
same. Provided, however, that if at any time any of 
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Rights of ‘the aforesaid quarterly, or the said yearly payments of 

‘pora- - 3 ‘ 

tion. rent should be in arrear or unpaid for the space of 

fad op teety days next after any of the days and times here- _ 

default & finbefore limited and appointed for the payment there- 

Lessees. “of, as aforesaid, then and in such case it shall and may 
be lawful for the said parties of the first part, to enter 
upon, and take possession of the premises demised, as 
aforesaid, and the same to hold as of their former 
estate, any thing hereinbefore contained, to the con- 
trary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 


And lastly, the said parties of the second part, for 
themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns, do covenant, grant, promise and agree to and 
with the said parties of the first part, their successors 
and assigns, that they, the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns, shall 
and will, at the expiration of the said term, peaceably 

Property ~ . 3 E : 

to be sur- yield and deliver up the hereby demised premises to 

pens the said parties of the first part, their successors or 

tion of the assigns. And the said parties of the first part, do 

= hereby covenant, grant, promise and agree to and 
with the said parties of the second part, their execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns, that they, the said 
parties of the second part, their executors, administra- 
tors and assigns, shall and may, under the direction, 
and by and with the consent of the Street Commis- 
sioner of the said parties of the first part, insert and 
drive such piles as may be necessary for the accom- 
modation of the said ferry. 


In Witness WueEREorF, to one part of these pre- 
sents, remaining with the said parties of the first part, 
the said parties of the second part have set their hands 
and seals: and to the other part thereof remaining 
with the said parties of the second part, the said par- 
ties of the first part have caused the common seal of 
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the said city to be affixed, the day and year first above 

written. 
CADWALLADER D. COLDEN, [t. s.] 
SAMUEL SWARTWOUT, [u. s.] 
FRANCIS B. OGDEN, [u. s.] 

Sealed and delivered 
in the presence of i 

Warren B. CrutTENDEN; 
Davip C. P. Brown. 


Schedule of Rates of Ferriage referred to in the annexed 
Indenture. 


For every single person in the steam, horse 

or other boat, . $00 123 
An ordinary market wagon (loaded) cover- 

ed or uncovered, with two horses and 


driver, : : A 50 
Do. with one horse and driver, . : - 374 
Do. drawn by four horses and driver, 22% 100; 


[N. B. A load of a market wagon is to 
consist of vegetables, fruit, meats and 
poultry ; a few bags of flour, (such as five 
or six, which is generally the most a farmer 
carries at once to sell at market,) may be 
considered a market article, | 
Do. drawn by two horses, loaded with iron, 
steel, lead, paint, cider, spirits, grain, flour 
in barrels, bags or otherwise, and other 
heavy articles, and driver, . é ~~ 100 


Do. drawn by four horses and driver, i nngleoe 


1 
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Do. drawn by two horses, loaded with paper, 

hemp, cotton, cotton yarn, furniture or 

other kinds of light goods, and driver, . 1 00 
Do. drawn by four horses and driver, . LOO 
Do. or a cart empty, drawn by one or two 

horses and driver, : 5 50 
Do. do. drawn by one horse, with an pride 

load on to travel a distance, (with such as 

a hogshead of rum, or a similar weight,) 


and driver, : A 3 ‘ a 75 
Large Pennsylvania wagon, or a similar one 

empty, drawn by two horses and driver, . 1 00 
Do. with a load, F ‘ =, 22-00 
For every additional horse to said wagon, 19 


Coach, coachee, chariot or covered wagon, 
drawn by two horses, and the driver and 
four persons, ; 3 : : eubt O00 
A two wheel carriage, that is to say, chair, 
sulkey, &c. drawn by one horse, and two 


persons, : : : ‘ ; ; 374 
Phaeton drawn by two horses, and two per- 

sons, es 3 é : < ere TOO 
Sleigh, drawn by one horse, with one or two 

persons, . ; . . : : 50 


Do. do _ by two horses, with do., : 875 


Loaded sleighs to be rated the same as 
loaded wagons. 


Pleasure wagon, drawn by one horse, with 
one or two persons, ‘ ‘ ; ‘ 50 


Do. drawn by two horses, and four persons, 1 00 


A coach, coachee, chariot or covered wag- 
on, i is é é i : > 00 
Phaeton,: i : $ , is 6245 
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Chaise, top chair, or sulkey, 

Sleigh, 

Horses and cattle, each, 

Sheep, calf or hog, 

Large trunk or chest, 

Small do. do. 

Bushel of salt, ; ; 

Pipe or hogshead of wine, spirits or molasses, 
Barrel of do. 

Barrel of beef, pork, Rode or ash, 
Plank of every kind, each, 

Boards, do. é : 5 
Side of sole leather, 

Do. of upper leather, 

Raw hide, 5 

Tron, steel, lead, &c. per cwt. 

Desk, 

Large table, 

Small table, 

Mahogany chair, 

Common do. t F 
Basket or bag of fruit of two ates, 
Bag of grain, 

Bag of flour or meal, 

Crate of earthen ware, 

Tierce of earthen ware, 

Feather bed, 

Clock case, 

Chest of tea, : 

Dye wood, indigo and copperas, per ewt. 


wr 
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AA 
30 
22 
06 
124 
06 
02 
15 
124 
124 
014 
01 
02 
01 
03 
06 
Sik 
09 
04 
02 
01 
04 
03 
03 
25 
25 
06 
124 
124 
06 
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Gunpowder, per cwt. only when properly 


secured, . : a : , ; 25 
A large bale of cotton, . : . ‘j 25 
An empty hogshead or pipe, . . ; 123 
Do. barrel, . : 4 4 : é 03 
Shad, per hundred, , 4 5 ; 4 95 
Cabbage, per hundred, . : : ; 19 
Specie, per one thousand dollars, : : 123 


And all other articles and things in proportion. 
New York, September 25th, 1825. 


By agreement made the sixth day of June 1826, 
the Corporation covenant. to extend the pier on the 
easterly side of said Courtlandt street Ferry, one 
hundred and ten feet into the North or Hudson’s 
River, and the lessees of the said Ferry, covenant to 
pay to the Corporation, an additional rent which shall 
be equal to the interest at seven per cent. per annum, 
on the sum expended by them in making such exten- 
sion of said pier. 

T. J. WATERS, Comptroller. 


The assent of the Common Council is given to the 
transfer by Francis B. Ogden and Samuel Swartwout, 
of their title under this Lease, to C. D. Colden. 

G.N. BLEECKER, Comptroller. 

Q1st October, 1826. 
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BARCLAY STREET FERRY. 


This Indenture, made the twenty-ninth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two, between the Mayor, Aldermen fand 
Commonalty, of the city of New York, of the first part, 
and John C. Stevens and Robert L. Stevens, of the 
second part: Witnesseth, that the said parties of the 
first part, for and in consideration of the rents, cove- 
nants, articles and agreements hereinafter mentioned, 
on the part and behalf of the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns, well 
and truly to be paid, done, performed and kept ac- 
cording to the purport, true intent and meaning of 
these presents: Have demised, granted and to farm 
letten, and by these presents do demise, grant and to 
farm let, unto the said parties of the second part their 
executors and administrators: All that Ferry esta- Ferry 
blished from the foot of Barclay street, in the city of goned 


from foot 
New York, across the North River to Hoboken, in the of Barclay 


State of New Jersey, and commonly called and known Hobolles. 
by the name of the Hoboken Ferry, together with all 

and singular, the rights, members, profits, advantages, 

and apurtenances thereof: To have and to hold the - 

. , For 8years 
same, unto the said parties of the second part, their from ‘first 
executors and administrators, for and during the full De ee 
end and term of eight years, from the first day of May 
next, fully to be complete and ended, yielding, render- 
ing and paying therefor, unto the said {parties of the 
first part, yearly and every year, during the said term, 

‘in quarterly payments, on the first days of August, 
November, February and May, in each and every year, Rent $595 
during the said term, the yearly rent of five hundred ieee 


23 
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Provision and ninety-five dollars. Provided always nevertheless, 

default of that if it should so happen, that either of the said quar- 

Lessees.  terly payments, or any part thereof, shall be in arrear 
and unpaid for the space of ten days after the time - 
limited for the payment thereof as aforesaid ;. or if the 
said parties of the second. part, their executors, admin- 
istrators or assigns, shall or do neglect or omit to pay, 
perform, fulfil or keep any or either of the payments, 
articles, covenants, clauses, agreements, matters or 
things herein contained, which on the part or behalf 
of the said parties of the second part, their excutors, 
administrators or assigns, are to be paid, performed, 
fulfilled or kept during the said term of eight years, 
according to the full intent and meaning of these 
presents, then and in every and all such case or cases, 
it shall be lawful for the said parties of the first part, 
their successors or assigns, thereupon, into the saig 
premises wholly to re-enter, re-possess, and them, the 
said parties of the second part, their executors and ad 
ministrators, and other occupiers thereof, to expel, re- 
move and put out, and from theneeforward for them, 
the said parties'of the first part, to possess and enjoy 
the said premises again, as fully as though these pres- 
ents had not been made, any thing herein contained 
to. the contrary notwithstanding. And the said 
parties of the second part, do for themselves, their 
heirs, executors and. administrators, covenant, promise 
and agree to and with the said parties of the first part, 
and their successors, in manner and form following, 
that.is to say, First, the said parties of the second 
part, their executors or administrators, during the 
term or time for which the said premises are hereby 
granted, shall and will well and truly pay or cause to 
be paid unto the said. parties of the first part, or their 
successors, the aforesaid rent on the days hereinbefore 
limited and appointed for the payment thereof, agreea- 
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bly to:the true intent, and meaning hereof. Secondly, Ts .to 
that.the said parties of the second ,part, .their.execu- Boats. 
tors or administrators, at their own ,proper.costs:and 
expense, shall during the term hereby.demised and 
granted, provide and keep.a sufficient:number of good 

and substantial boats, sufficiently large,.and adapted 

as well to.carry and transport carriages.and horses,.as 
passengers and effects, and .also .a -sufficient number 

of good and substantial .Row Boats, for the convey- 
ance of passengers and.effects ‘across the .said river, 

at the place appointed, and now .used for the said 
Ferry with convenience and -safety,.and ,that the:said 
boats shall always, during the said term be furnished 

and manned at the expense of the parties.of the.se- 
cond part, with a.sufficient number of -sober.and able 
bodied men, skilled.in water.service, to.sail,rowand-ma- 
nage the-same, and that.themen tobe so employed, shal] 

at allreasonable times, be ready and willing to.give their 
constant attendance at the-said ferry, for the prompt 

and convenient transportation of passengers, and 
effects, across the said Ferry. Thirdly, thatthe. said Lessees ,to 
parties of the second part, their.executors or adminis- eka ery 
trators, at their.own proper.costs and expenses, shall 
forthwith and during the whole .of the term hereby 
demised and granted, provide and keep the Steam 
Boat which they, the said parties of the.second;part, 
have exhibited to the said parties of :the first: part, as 

the one which they contemplate placing and running 
upon the said ferry, or another Steam ‘Boatin lieu of 

the said Steam Boat, which shall. be: of -as.large,a size 

as the said. boat, and in.all respects.equally:good,.and 
well adapted for the accommodation of :all persons 
passing the said ferry, as the said Steam Boat, which 
boat.so.substituted in lieu of the.said, boat,shall: be:such 
as-shall be approved by the said parties of the:first part. 

And if in the opinion of the said parties of the, first, part, 
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Lessees to the public shall not be as well accommodated by having 
substitute ® ‘ 
team boats the said Steam Boat upon the said ferry, as they would 
er stam be by having two good and substantial horse or team 
quired. boats, each propelled by at least eight horses, and suffi- 
ciently large and adapted, as well to carry and transport 
carriages and horses, as passengers and effects across 
the said river, at the place appointed for the said 
ferry, with convenience and safety, and furnished and 
manned, with a sufficient number of sober and able 
bodied men, skilled in water service, to manage the 
same, that then they the said parties of the second part, 
shall when required so to do by the said parties of the 
first part, put on the said ferry, and at all reasonable 
times, keep running upon the same, during the resi- 
due of the said term, one such horse or team boat as 
aforesaid, and manned and equipped as aforesaid, in 
addition to the said Steam Boat. Fourthly, that they 
the said parties of the second part their executors or ad- 
ministrators, nor any other person or persons employed 
Ferriage to by them, shall not nor will during the said term hereby 
be charged : 3 
as at Pau- demised, ask, demand or receive any higher or greater 
lus Hook. ¢o]] or fare, for the transportation of passengers, car- 
riages, horses or effects, across the river in the boats 
of the said ferry, than the lessees of the ferry from 
the foot of Courtlandt street to Powles Hook, are now 
Lease not allowed to receive for like services. Fifthly, that the 
ide yon said parties of the second part, their executors or ad- 
or incum-ministrators, shall not during the said term, sell, trans- 
Bereta fer or grant this lease or any part thereof, or the said 
seit ai ferry or any part thereof, directly or indirectly, to any 
person or persons whomsoever, or incumber the 
same without the leave of the parties of the first part 
or their successors, first had and obtained in writing, 
under their common seal, nor shall commit or suffer 
to be done, any thing which may create a forfeiture 


of the said ferry; or lessen, injure or. ineumber the 
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same, or the revenue thereof. Sixthly, that the said peel ad 
parties of the second part, their executors, administra- edattheex- 
tors, or assigns shall and will, at the expiration or Piven gf 
‘sooner determination of the said term, peaceably 
yield and deliver up to the parties of the first part, 
their successors or assigns, the aforesaid ferry, with 
all the appurtenances thereto belonging, excepting the 
boats employed thereon. Seventhly, that the said 
parties of the second part, their executors or adminis- 
trators, shall and will continue to keep the said ferry 
at the foot of Barclay street, and that during the said 
term, the said ferry shall be kept at the foot of Barclay 
street. And further that the said parties of the second Lessees to 
. os . keep in re- 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns shall pair the 
and at his and their own proper costs and charges, bulkhead 
and wharf 


keep the bulkhead and wharf at the foot of Barclay at foot of 
street, in good repair, and make all needful and ne- Pecliy 
cessary reparations and amendments, when and’ as 

often as the: said premises shall require repairing and 
amendment, during said term. And the said parties 

of the first part, for themselves and their successors, 

do covenant and grant to and with the said parties of 

the second part, their executors and administrators, 

that the said parties of the first part, and their succes- 

sors shall and will permit the said parties of the second 

part, their executors, or administrators, to hold, occu- 

py and enjoy the bulkhead at the foot of Barelay Foot of 
street, for theit ‘use, for the accommodation of the ni eae 
boats which may be employed on the said ferry, dur- rade Peal 
ing the said term, but for no other use or purpose : 
whatsoever. And it is hereby mutually agreed be- 

tween the parties aforesaid, any thing herein contain- 

ed to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding, that 

it shall not be obligatory upon the said parties of the 

first part, or their successors, to furnish the said par- 

ties of the second part, or their executors or adminis- 





Doc. No. 26.] 182 


trators, any other or further accommodation for the 
said ferry, or the boat or boats employed thereon. 
No other And the said parties of the first part, for themselves 
on and their successors, do further covenant to and. with 
within cer- the said parties of the second part, their executors and 
tain limits. 5 dministrators, that they the said parties of the first 
part, will not during ‘the term hereby granted, estab- 
lish any ferry from the northerly limits of the New 
York and New Jersey Steam Boat Company, to the 
North Battery at the foot of Hubert street. “And that 
the parties of the second part, their executors and ad- 
ministrators, well and truly paying the rents and per- 
forming the covenants, articles and agreements herein 
mentioned and contained, shall and may at all times 
during ‘the continuance of the said term, peaceably 
hold and enjoy the said ferry, with allthe rights and 
appurtenances thereunto lawfully belonging. In tes- 
timony whereof, to one part of these presents remain- 
ing with the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the City of New York, the said parties of 
the second part, have respectively set their hands and 
seals, and to the other part thereof remaining with the 
said parties of the second part, the said, the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New York, 
have caused the common seal of the said City to be 
affixed, the day and year first above written. 


Sealed and delivered JOHN C. STEVENS, [t. s.] 
in the presence of ROBT. L. STEVENS, [z. s.] 
Oapen Epwarps, by John C. Stevens. 


O. J. Cammann,'by Robt. L. Stevens. 
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HOBOKEN STREET FERRY. 


This Indenture made the first day of May, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-three, between the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of New York of the first, and 
John C. ®tevens and Robert L. Stevens of the second 
part, Witnesseth, that the said parties of the first part, 
for and in consideration of the rents, covenants and 
agreements hereinafter mentioned on the part and be- 
half of the said parties of the second part, their ex- 
ecutors, administrators and assigns, well and truly to 
be paid, observed, performed, and kept according to 
the true intent and meaning of these presents, have 
granted, demised, and to farm letten, and by these F ee 
presents do grant, demise, and to farm let unto the 
said parties of the second part, their executors, ad- 
ministrators and assigns, the exclusive right of estab- 
lishing a Ferry, and of transportation for hire, passen- 
gers, horses, cattle, carts, carriages and wagons, 
goods, merchandize, and things whatsoever, for the 
first five years of the term hereby demised, from a cer- 
tain place lying on the Hudson River, in the said city, 
and being eighty feet (be the same more or less) west 
of Washington street, at the termination of a certain prem foot 


E 


street, or intended street of thirty feet in width, not ken pad 
yet named, but extending from Washington street to- Hoboken 
wards the contemplated line of West street, between N-J- 
ground the site of the late Canal street Basin on the 

north side, and ground now, or lately belonging to 
Alexander L. Stewart, on the south side, and for the 

residue of the said term, hereby demised from such 


other place or places in the vicinity of the foot of 
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Canal street, as may be hereafter designated by the 
said parties of the first part, or their successors, to 
Hoboken, and from thence back again, together ‘with 
all the rents, profits, privileges, ferriages, advantages 


For twelve and emoluments arising therefrom ; to have and to 


years from 


Ist May, 
1823. 


\ 


Rent two 
years one 
cent; five 


years $50 ; 


five years 
200. 


hold the same unto the said parties of the second part, 
their executors, administrators and assigns, for and 
duting, and until the full end and term of twelve years 
from the first day of May, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, fully to be 
complete and ended, yielding and paying therefor 
yearly and every year, during the first two years end- 
ing on the first day of May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, the year- 
ly rent of one cent, if lawfully demanded, and yielding 
and paying therefor during the next five years there- 
after, and ending on the first day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty, 
the yearly rent of fifty dollars, in quarter yearly pay- 
ments, and yielding and paying therefor, during the 
residue of the said term hereby granted and demised, 
the yearly rent of two hundred dollars in equal quarter 
yearly payments, on the first days of August, Novem- 
ber, February and May, in each and every of the said 
years. And the said parties of the second part, for 
themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns, covenant, grant, promise and agree to, and 
with the said parties of the first part, their successors 
and assigns, that they the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators, or. assigns, shall 
and will, well and truly pay or cause to be paid to the 
said parties of the first part, their successors and as- 
signs, the said yearly rents hereinbefore severally men- 
tioned at the several and respective terms above limit- 
ed and appointed for the payment thereof as afore- 
said; and also, that they shall and will forthwith, put 
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two good and substantial Sail Boats on the said Ferry, ae be 
. . ° € 
of such size and construction as may be required by Sail boats. 


the said parties of the first part, or their successors. 


And also, that they shall and will forthwith, upon 
the execution of these presents, and thenceforth 
’ during the continuance of the said term, at their own 4,4 , 
proper costs, charges, and expense, at all times during steam ferry 
the said term, find, furnish and provide, maintain, keep 6, 
and navigate one good and substantial Steam Ferry 
Boat of the same size, construction and efficiency, as 
the Steam Boat now on the Barclay street Ferry, and 
such as may be approved of by the Ferry Committee Equal to 
for the time being, of the said parties of the first part, ihe Bae 
or their successors, to carry, transport and convey reap 
passengers, horses, cattle, carts, carriages and wag- 
ons, goods, merchandize, and things whatsoever, 
across the said River, between the places aforesaid, 
with safety, convenience and expedition ; and also, to 
keep the said Sail Boats and Steam Boats at all times Sail boats 
during the said term, hereby granted and demised, in oats oe 
good repair, and to furnish the same at all times with —— 
a sufficient number of suitable and proper implements, and well 
tackle and necessaries, at the proper costs and charges ‘epee 
of the said parties of the second part, their executors, 
administrators and assigns; and also, that the said 
parties of the second part, their executors, administra- 
tors and assigns, shall and will at all times during the 
said term, provide and maintain a sufficient number of 
sober, honest, skilful and able bodied men, who shall 
be competent to manage the said boats, and also, that 
the said men so to be employed, shall at all reasonable 
times give their constant and ready attendance at the 
said Ferry on both sides, for the prompt and expedi- 
tious ‘transportation of passengers, horses, cattle, mer- 
chandize, goods, effects and things, as aforesaid, across 
24 
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ce nen the said River, and in such manner as that the said 
and em- Steam Boat may leave the place assigned, or to be as- 
ployment. stoned as aforesaid, for its landing on the New York 

shore from Hoboken aforesaid, once at least in every 


hour from sunrise to sunset. 


bes oe And also, that the said party of the second part, 
without their executors, administrators and assigns, shall not 
eau nor will during the said term hereby demised, in any 
manner grant, assign, transfer or set over this present 
lease, or any part thereof, without the leave or con- 
sent of the said parties of the first part, or their succes- 
sors, first had and obtained in writing, under their 
Ferry how common seal. And also that they shall and will con- 
to” be con- : 
ducted. duct and manage the said Ferry, agreeably to such 
rules, regulations and restrictions as now, or from 
time to time hereafter, during the said term, shall by any 
by-law, ordinance or resolution of the said parties of the 
first part, or their successors, be reasonably made or pas- 
Premises sed, inrelation to the same. And also, quietly and peace- 
ee! ably to yield, and deliver up the possession of the said 
Ll one premises, and every part thereof, at the expiration or 
lease. other sooner determination of the said term of years, 
to the said parties of the first part, or their successors. 
Provision Provided always nevertheless, that if the said yearly 
in case of rent so reserved, or any part thereof, shall be behind 
Lessees. or unpaid for the period of ten days, after any day of 
payment, on which the same ought to be paid, as 
aforesaid, or if the said parties of the second part, their 
executors, administrators or assigns, do or shall neglect 
or omit to pay, perform, fulfil and keep, any or either 
of the payments, articles, covenants, clauses, arrange- 
ments, matters or things herein contained, which on 
the part and behalf of the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators and .assigns, are 


to be paid, performed, fulfilled and kept, during the 
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said term hereby demised, according to the true intent 
and meaning of these presents, that then and in every 
or all such case or cases, all the covenants, articles, 
stipulations and agreements, on the part and behalf of 
the said parties of the first part, or their successors 
herein mentioned and contained, to be by them done, 
performed or complied with, shall be utterly null and 
void. And it shall be lawful to and for the said parties 
of the first part, and their successors, to re-enter upon 
the premises hereby demised, and to have, possess and 
enjoy the same again, as fully and completely, as 
though these presents had never been made, any thing 
herein contained to the contrary thereof, in any wise, 
notwithstanding. 

And the said parties of the first part, do for them- No other 
selves and their successors, covenant and agree to and seine fe ce 
with the said parties of the second part, their execu- anes 
tors, administrators and assigns, that they will not, 
during the continuance of the term hereby granted, 
part to any other person or persons whatsoever, the 
right of establishing a ferry from any other point on 
the New York shore, on the North or Hudson river, 
from the North Battery, at the foot of Hubert street 
to the foot of Christopher street, across the North or 
Hudson river to the New Jersey shore, excepting to 
and from the old ferry or landing place at Weehawk, 
or to or from any point or place in Jersey, north of 
Weehawk ; and the said parties of the first part, for 
themselves and their successors, do further covenant 
and grant to and with the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns, that 
provided they shall and do, in all things well and truly 
keep and perform, all and singular, the covenants, 
agreements, articles and stipulations herein mentioned 
and set forth, to be by them done, performed and kept, 
that then they the said parties of the first part, shall 








Doc. No. 26.] 188 


mie a and will extend the grant of the ferry established from 
ance, the the foot of Barclay street, in the city of New York, 
ee , across the North River to Hoboken, and which was 
er ie granted in and by a certain Indenture, dated the 
the Barclay twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
street ferry and twenty-two, between the parties to these presents, 
to the said parties of the second part, their executors, 
administrators and assigns, until the expiration of the 
term of the ferry hereby granted, upon the same 
terms as are in said Indenture stated and set forth, 
upon the said parties of the second part, their execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns, stipulating for the 
payment of an annual rent for the said Barclay street 
Rent of the Ferry of eight hundred dollars, payable quarter year- 
Bee ly, for and during the term of time for which the said 
a cues lease shall be so extended ; and the said parties of the 
$800 per second part do hereby further covenant and grant, for 
annum themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns, to and with the said parties of the first part, 
that they, the said parties of the second part, their ex- 
ecutors, administrators and assigns, shall and will 
during the term for which their said lease shall be so 
extended, well and truly perform, fulfil and keep, all 
and singular, the covenants and stipulations on their 
part to be performed, fulfilled and kept, during the 
time which the said lease may be so extended, and 
also will well and truly pay unto the said parties of 
the first part, their successors or assigns, the annual 
rent of eight hundred dollars, in equal quarterly pay- 
ments in the manner and at the times mentioned and 
Lessees to Set forth in the said Indenture. And the said parties 
aa of the second part do further covenant as aforesaid, 
a - that they will at their own expense, furnish, keep in 
places and good repair, sustain, and uphold the landing places for 
bulkhead. the ferry first above mentioned, as at present or here- 
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after to be located, and the bulkheads in front of the 
same. 

In Witness Wuereor, to one part of these In- 
dentures remaining with the said parties of the first 
part, the said parties of the second part have set their 
hands and seals: and to the other part thereof re- 
maining with the said parties of the second part, the 
said parties of the first part have caused the common 
seal of the said city to be affixed, the day and year 
first above written. 


Signed, sealed and deliv- JOHN C. STEVENS, [u. s.] 
ered in the presence of ROBT. L. STEVENS,  [t.8.] 


T. J. Waters. ‘ 


STATEN ISLAND FERRY. 


This Indenture, made the sixteenth day of July in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-seven, between the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of New York, of the first 
part, and the President Directors and Company of the 
Fulton Bank, of the City of New York, of the second 
part: Witnesseth, that the said parties of the first 
part, for and in consideration of the rents, covenants, 
payments, articles and agreements hereinafter men- 
tioned and contained, on the part and behalf of the 
said parties of the second part, their successors and 
assigns, to be paid, done, performed, fulfilled and kept ; 
have demised, granted and to farm letten, and by these 
presents do demise, grant and to farm let, unto the 

‘  gaid parties of the second part, all that certain bridge, 
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he fer ferry house, and bulkhead, with the appurtenances, 
and bulk- situate, lying and being in the First Ward of the City 
tee tall of New York, on the westerly side of Whitehall slip, 
ae grant- and adjoining the boat house of the United States of 
America, and the Printers’ boat house which are now 
situated there, and being all those premises, which in _ 
the map hereto annexed, are colored red ; and also, a 
safe and convenient berth along the southerly side of 
the said premises, for the steam boat which is now run 
For theex PY the said parties of the second part, from the said 
clusive use premises, to Staten Island, (the said premises and 
ms ae berth to be used for the accommodation of the ferry 
Island. hereinafter mentioned, and no other purpose.) To- 
Ferry gether with a right of ferrying and transporting pas- 
granted. sgengers, horses, carriages and freight to and from the 
same premises, and by means thereof to and from the 
dock on Staten Island, now used as a landing place 
for such purposes by the said parties of the second 
part; and the right of receiving reasonable ferriages, 
for such ferrying and transportation, during the term 
For ten hereinafter mentioned: to have and to hold, the be- 
ist ee fore mentioned and described premises, unto the said 
1827. parties of the second part, from the first day of May 
last past, for and during and until the full end and 
term of ten years, thence next ensuing, and fully to be 
complete and ended. Yielding and paying therefor 
unto the said parties of the first part, their successors 
Rent $400 and assigns, the yearly rent of four hundred dollars, 
pera" lawful money of the United States of America, which 
said yearly rent shall be paid on the usual quarterly 
days of payment, that is to say, one hundred dollars 
on the first day of August, and the like sum on the 
first days of November, February and May, in each 
and every year during the said term, the first payment 
to be made on the first day of August next; and the 


said parties of the second part, for themselves, their 
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successors and assigns, do covenant, promise and 

agree to and with the said parties of the first part, 

their successors and assigns, that they the said parties 

of the second part, their successors and assigns, shall 

and will, during the said term, well and truly pay or 

cause to be paid unto the said parties of the first part, 

their successors and assigns, the said yearly rents 

above reserved, on the days and times above limited 

for the payment thereof, without any deduction as 

aforesaid: Provided always, that if the said yearly In case of 
default of 

rents above reserved, or any part thereof, shall be be- jessees. 

hind or unpaid, in part or in all, by the space of ten 

days, next after any day of payment, on which the 

same ought to be paid as aforesaid, or if the said par- 

ties of the second part, their successors or assigns, 

shall and do not, in all things, well and sufficiently 

observe, perform, fulfil and keep, all and singular the 

covenants, articles, clauses, agreements, matters and 

things herein contained, which on their part and be- 

half are to be observed, performed, fulfilled and kept, 

during the said term, then and from thenceforth, it 

shall and may be lawful to and for the said parties of 

the first part, their successors and assigns, into all the 

said demised premises, wholly to re-enter, and the 

same to have again, re-possess and enjoy, as in their 

former estate, any thing hereinbefore contained to the 

contrary notwithstanding : And the said parties of the Lessees to 

second part, for themselves, their successors and as- eee 

signs, do covenant promise and agree to and with the boat. 

said parties of the first part, their successors and as- 

signs, by these presents, that they, the said parties 

of the second part, their successors and assigns, 

shall and will, during the said term hereby demised, 

at their own proper costs, charges and expenses, 

find, furnish, }provide, maintain, keep and navi- 

gate a good and substantial Steam Ferry Boat, to ply 
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and continually be employed at all proper times from 
the premises hereby demised, to the dock above men- 
tioned on Staten Island, now used as a landing place 
by the said parties of the second part, and from thence 
Poa .° back again to the said premises herein and hereby de- 
pair the mised: And also, that they, the said parties of the 
premises, : 3 
and to | second part, their successors and assigns, shall and 
Mge bs will from time to time and at all times hereafter, . 
during the said term, at their own proper costs and 
charges, well and sufficiently repair, support, uphold, 
sustain, maintain, amend and keep the premises herein 
Covenants and hereby demised, and the wharves, bulkheads, and 
eee ce kd d t ces thereunto belonging, or in 
der of the bridges, and appurtenances ew ging, 
premiers any wise appertaining. And further, that the said 
parties of the second part, their successors and as- 
signs, the said premises herein and hereby demised, 
and the wharves, bulkheads, bridges and appurten- 
ances thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertain- 
ing, so being well and sufficiently repaired, supported, 
upheld, maintained, sustained, amended and kept, and 
every thing herein and hereby demised, with the ap- 
purtenances, at the end of the said term, or other 
sooner determination of these presents, shall and will 
peaceably and quietly leave, surrender and yield up, 
ae in good order and condition, into the hands and pos- 
ferred with session of the said parties of the first part, their suc- 
outconsent Gessors or assigns. And also, that the said parties of 
the second part, shall not, nor will, during the said 
term, assign, transfer, set over, under let, or in any 
other manner convey this present Lease, or any part 
thereof, or the above described and demised premises, 
or any part thereof, without the leave and consent of 
the said parties of the first part, or their successors, 
first had and obtained in writing, under their common 
seal. Provided always, and the premises hereby de- 
mised are upon this express condition, any thing here- 
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in contained to the contrary notwithstanding, that if ee eon 

ma 
at any time prior to the expiration of the term hereby re- Bacuion™ 
demised, the said parties of the first part, or their suc- Hees 


cessors, shall think fit to require possession of the of Lease, 

hereby demised premises, then it shall be lawful for enee: 

them and their successors to enter upon, and take pele 

possession of the same, upon giving three months’ no- 

tice to the said parties of the second part; and that 

from that time forward, all the right, title and interest 

of the said parties of the second part, and of their suc- 

cessors and assigns, in and to the said demised pre- 

mises, shall cease and determine, and the rent hereby This is not 

reserved shall thenceforth cease to be payable to the Gina 

said parties of the first part. And provided further, most 

and these presents are upon this further express con- thea or to 

dition, that nothing in these presents contained, shall poe 

be taken or construed to interfere in any manner with 

any previous grants or rights made by the said parties 

of the first part, nor with the right to grant any future 

Ferries to and from Staten Island, or to and from else- 

where, wheresoever ; nor to operate as a covenant of 

the said parties of the first part, or their successors, 

for possession or quiet enjoyment by the said parties 

of the second part, their successors and assigns of the 

said Ferry and right of ferriage, nor to operate further 

than to grant the possession of the Estate, right, title, 

or interest they have or may lawfully claim in the said 

Ferry and right of ferriage, by virtue of their several 

charters, and various acts of the Legislature of the 

people of the State of New York. 

In Witness whereof, to one part of these presents, 

remaining with the said parties of the first part, the 

said parties of the second part, have affixed their Cor- 

porate Seal ; and to the other part thereof, remaining 

25 
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Part of 
Whitehall 
Slip and 
bulkhead 
granted. 


with the said parties of the second part, the said par- 
ties of the first part have caused the Common Seal of 
the city of New York to be affixed, the day and year 
first above written. 


JOHN ADAMS, President, [u. s.] 
O. H. HICKS, Cashier. 


ELIZABETH TOWN POINT FERRY. 


This Indenture, made the first day of August, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-three, between the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty of the city of New York of the first part, 
and Moses Jaques and Elias B. D. Ogden of the 
second part, Witnesseth, that the said parties of the 
first part for, and in consideration of the rents, coven- 
ants, conditions, and agreements, hereinafter reserved 
and contained, and which, on the part and behalf of 
the said parties of the second part, their executors, ad- 
ministrators and assigns, are, and ought to be paid, 
kept, done and performed, have demised, granted and 
to farm letten, and by these presents do demise, grant 
and to farm let, unto the said parties of the second 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns, all 
the ground under water, situate lying and being in the 
First Ward of the city of New York, in Whitehall 
Slip, and adjacent to and bounded by the bulkhead or 
wharf forming the westerly side of Whitehall Slip, 
and projecting easterly into said Slip, and beginning 
at the commencement of the Ferry stairs, which runs 
northerly from the southerly end or projection of the 
said bulkhead or wharf, along the westerly side of 
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Whitehall Slip aforesaid, and extending northerly 
therefrom, along the said bulkhead or wharf, on the 

line of Whitehall street, and on the westerly side of 

said Slip, one hundred and twenty feet in length, and 
eastwardly in breadth such distance into the said Slip, 

as will afford (after the piles hereinafter mentioned, 

shall be driven and fixed into the ground as hereinafter 
mentioned,) a safe and convenient berth for the Steam 

Boat which now runs from the said bulkhead or 

wharf to Mersereau’s Point on Staten Island, and 
Elizabeth Town Point in New Jersey. Together with Ferry 

a right of ferrying and transporting passengers, horses, ee 
carriages and freight, to and from the same premises, Gil he is 
and by means thereof to and from Elizabeth Town Town 
Point, in New Jersey, and Mersereau’s Point on ue 
Staten Island respectively, and of receiving reasonable 
ferriages for such ferrying and transportation during 

the term hereinafter mentioned. To have and to hold For thir- 
the said premises, and every part and parcel thereof frou rat, 
with the appurtenance unto the said parties of the Moy toe 
second part, their executors, administrators and as- 

signs, from the first day of May, next ensuing the date 

of these presents, for, and during, and until the full 

end and term of thirteen years, thence next ensuing, 

and fully to be complete and ended; yielding and Rent $175 
paying therefor to the said parties of the first part, SO ae 
their executors and assigns, the sum of one hundred ee 
and seventy-five dollars, lawful money of the United #200 ae 
States of America, yearly, and each and every year, 

during the first three years of the said term herein 

and hereby demised, and the sum of two hundred 

dollars of like lawful money, yearly and each and 

every year, during the residue of the said term, herein 

and hereby demised ; the said yearly rents to be paid 

in quarterly payments, on the first day of August, No- 


vember, February and May, in each and every year 
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Provision 
in case of 
default of 
Lessees. 


during the said term; and the said parties of the 
second part, for themselves, their executors, admin- 
istrators and assigns, do covenant, promise and grant, 
to and with the said parties of the first part, their suc- 
cessors and assigns, that they the said parties of the ; 
second part, their executors, administrators and assigns 
shall and will during the said term, well and truly pay, 
or cause to be paid unto the said parties of the first 
part, their successors or assigns, the said yearly rents 
above reserved, on the days and times above limited 
for payment thereof, without any deduction as aforesaid. 
Provided always, that if the said yearly rents above 
reserved, or any part thereof, shall be behind and un- 
paid in part or in all, by the space of ten days next 
after any of the days above mentioned for the pay- 
ment thereof, during the said term, that then, and 
from thenceforth it shall and may be lawful for the 
said parties of the first part, their successors and as- 
signs, into all the said demised premises, and every 
part thereof, wholly to re-enter, and the same to have 
again, re-possess and enjoy, as in their former estate, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing ; and provided further, that if it should so 
happen, that all or any of the covenants, conditions 
and agreements hereinafter mentioned, reserved and 
contained, and which on the part and behalf of the 
said parties of the second part, their executors, admin- 
istrators and assigns, are and ought to be kept, done 
and performed, should not be so kept, done and per- 
formed, then and in such case it shall and may be law- 
ful for the said parties of the first part, their succes- 
sors and assigns, to enter upon the said demised pre- 
mises, the whole to have again, re-possess and enjoy, 
as if this Lease had never been made, any thing herein 
before contained to the contrary, thereof in any wise 
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notwithstanding. And the said parties of the second Lessees to 
part, for themselves, their heirs, executors, administra- ee ee 
tors and assigns, do covenant and agree to, and with the 5° 

said parties of the first part, their successors and assigns, 

that they the said parties of the second part, their execu- 

tors administrators and assigns, during the said term of 
thirteen years, herein and hereby demised, shall and 

will, at their own proper costs, charges and expenses, 

find, furnish, provide, maintain, keep and navigate a 

good and substantial Steam Ferry Boat to ply and 
continually be employed at all proper times from the 
premises hereby demised, to Elizabeth Town Point, in 

New Jersey, and from thence back again to the premi- 

ses herein and hereby demised, touching at Merse- To touch 
reau’s Point on Staten Island, both going and return- Dee 
ing, unless prevented therefrom under some law or Point, Sta- 
laws of the states of New York or New Jersey, and “” Island. 
in such case some other good and sufficient boat or 

boats. And also, that the said parties of the second fssees to 
part, their executors, administrators and assigns, shall aoe Ee 
and will from time to time, and at all times hereafter, cee 
during the said term, at their own proper costs and P™4ss«e 
charges, well and sufficiently repair, support, uphold, 

sustain, maintain, amend and keep the premises 

herein and hereby demised, and the wharves bulk. 

heads, bridges and appurtenances thereunto belong- 

ing, or in any wise appertaining. And further, that Covenant 
the said parties of the second part, their executors, pale 
administrators and assigns, the said premises herein and 

hereby demised, and the wharves, bulkheads, bridges, 

and appurtenances, thereunto belonging, or in any wise 
appertaining, so being well and sufficiently repaired, 
supported, upheld, sustained, maintained, amended 

and kept, and every thing herein and hereby demised, 

with the appurtenances at the end of the said term, or 

other sooner determination of these presents, shall 
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and will peaceably and quietly leave, surrender and 
yield up in good order and condition to the said par- 
ties of the first part, their successors or. assigns. 
Not to be And also that the said parties of the second part, 
eae their executors, administrators or assigns, shall not 
consent. nor will during the said term, assign, transfer, set 
over, under let, or in any other manner convey this 
present Lease, or any part thereof, or the above de- 
scribed and demised premises, or any part thereof, 
without the leave and consent of the said parties of 
the first part, their suceessors or assigns, in writing 
first had and obtained. And the said parties of the 
first part, for themselves, their successors and assigns, 
do covenant, grant and agree, to and with the said 
parties of the second part, their executors, adminis- 
trators and assigns, that they the said parties of the 
second part, their executors, administrators and as- 
Lessees signs, shall and may, at any time or times during the 
piles: drive -aid term herein and hereby demised, drive and fix into 
the ground underneath the water, at the distance of 
two feet east from the Ferry stairs above mentioned, 
and along the whole length of the premises herein 
and hereby demised, and in line with the piles oppo- 
oe site the Ferry stairs aforesaid, piles of wood in such 
page manner as to them may seem proper. And also, that 
for passen- the said parties of the second part, their executors, 
etre administrators and assigns, shall and may erect and 
set up, on or over the premises herein and hereby 
demised, two small buildings or lodges, to be con- 
structed of wood of the usual and ordinary dimensions 
to be used for the purpose of depositing baggage, and 


Lessees to sheltering passengers, and for no other purpose what- 


remove 

piles at the ever. And the said parties of the second part, for 
irati . . soe 

expat? themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators and 


assigns, do covenant, grant, promise and agree, to and 
with the said parties of the first part, their successors 
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andassigns, that they the said parties of the second part, 
their executors, administrators and assigns, shall and 
will before the expiration of this Lease, or in case of 
any sooner determination of these presents, then within 
ten days after notice to that effect in writing from the 
said parties of the first part, their successors or assigns, 
or their agent, remove and take away the said wooden 
piles, and the said wooden buildings from out and off 
the premises herein and hereby demised. But it is 
hereby mutually covenanted and agreed by and be- 
tween the parties to these presents, and these presents 
are upon the express understanding, that nothing 
in these presents contained, shall be taken or construed 
to operate as a covenant by the said parties of the 
first part, or their successors, for possession or quiet 
enjoyment by the said parties of the second part, their 
executors administrators or assigns of the said Ferry 
and right of ferriage, nor to operate further than to 
pass the possession of the estate, right, title, or interest, 
which the said parties of the first have or may lawfully 
claim, by virtue of their several charters, and various 
acts of the Legislature of the people of the State of 
New York, of, in and to the said Ferry and premises, 
with the appurtenances above described, for the term — 
above mentioned. 

In witness whereof, to one part of these presents 
remaining with the said parties of the second part, the 
said parties of the first part have caused the common 
seal of the said city of New York to be affixed; and to 
the other part thereof, remaining with the said parties of 
the first part, the said parties of the second part have 
affixed their hands and seals the day and year first 
above written. 

Sealed and delivered MOSES JAQUES, Ep Eel 


in the presence of 
M. Uxsnonrren. ELIAS B. D. OGDEN, [t. s.] 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXVII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 22, 1832. 


Report of the Road and Canal Committee, on a Resolution of 
Alderman Murray, hereto annexed, for an appropriation of 
$2,500 to render the Eighth Avenue passable. And also on 
the Report of Aldermen Hall and Barnes, relative to the 


Third Avenue. Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Road and Canal Committee would 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


Upon the following Resolutions, offered upon the last meet- 
ing of the Board, touching the Regulation and MacAdamiz- 


ing of the Third Avenue : viz :— 


By Alderman Mandeville, having for its end the stoppage 
of payment by the Comptroller, of money for labor on the 
said Avenue, beyond the six mile stone, 

26 
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By Alderman Whiting, “ That the Road and Canal Com- 
mittee cause the Third Avenue to be made passable and safe 
for travelers, at the least possible expense, and that all work 
thereon then cease, and that the Street Commissioner adver- 
tise for estimates to complete the same by contract,” and 

By Alderman James Palmer, “That the Comptroller dis- 
continue further payment of money for excavating or Mac- 
Adamizing the Third Avenue, until the further order of the 
Common Council.” 


Your Committee would state, that in reply to the first re- 
solution, by Alderman Mandeville, the work beyond, or near 
the six mile stone, has ceased by order of the Committee, 

saving the necessary transportation of stone and of earth ex- 
cavated from below the six mile stone. 


To the resolution offered by Alderman Whiting, having for 
its purpose the final completion of the Avenue, it may be re- 
marked, it is believed to be in accordance with the wishes of 
the public at large; and to the same end, no doubt, that of 
Alderman Palmer tends, as that gentleman offered the origi- 
nal resolution for the MacAdamizing the Avenue in question, 
entirely to Harlaem Bridge. 

Your Committee have after mature reflection, and prac- 
tical observation, come to the conclusion, that the Third 
Avenue ought to be completed upon the plan commenced in 
the year 1830, and more especially so, as the work, in their 
opinion, meets the views of the community at large, as well 
as most of the largest land holders and tax payers in the lower 
parts of the city, as appears by a petition now before your Com- 
mittee, referred to them at the last meeting of your Board. 

It would appear to your Committee, that it only now re- 
mains for them to submit to the Board the cost of the Third 
Avenue, from the commencement of the MacAdamized 
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work to the present time, together with their view of the pro- 


priety of completing the same. 


By the returns of the Comptroller it appears, that during 
the year 1830, to the 23d of May, 1831, the sum paid out 


amounted to - if = F 
This amount was expended on that part of the 
Avenue situate between the four and five mile 
stones, passing over Hamilton Square, and em- 
bracing about seven-eighths, or a little more of 
a mile. 

From the month of July, 1831, to the 26th 
December of the same year, the sum paid out 
by the Comptroller amounted to - - - 

The sum paid out by the same officer, ap- 
pears by his return to be from May 14th, 1832, 
to the 28th of the same month, - - - 


Making the sum paid out to that time - 
The bills lying unpaid in the Comptroller’s 
Office, for work done up to the 16th June last, 
amount to the sum of - = = 
Towards this last sum, an appropriation of 
$10,000 passed this Board, and was concurred 
in by the Board of Assistants, with an amend- 
ment, which now lies upon your table, which 
the Committee would recommend to the notice 
especially of the Board the present sitting. 
Subsequently, the amount of payments made 
by the Comptroller, towards the completing of 
the work in question, is - - 2 


Making the total amount of expenditure, and 
of claims for work done, the sum of - F 


$18,500 00 


19,473 71 


10,000 00 
$47,973 71 


21,165 42 


23,000 00 


$92,139 13 


a 





Doc. No. 27.] 204 


Your Committee would state for the information of the 
Board, that the Avenue is completely MacAdamized and 
finished, (saving some trifling work to be done on gutters,) 
up to Ninetieth street, and that in their opinion, the work 
might cease at a distance from thence, of about three-fourths 
of a mile, at One Hundred-and-ninth street, so far as Mac- 
‘Adamizing might be applied, and from thence to Harlaem 
Bridge, a distance of about three-fourths of a mile more, 
might be turnpiked and graveled in a manner to suit public 
convenience, at a very trifling expense. 


Your Committee is further of opinion, that no further ordi- 
nance is necessary for the purpose of finishing the said Ave- 
nue, more than is embraced in the following resolution, being 
convinced the work is going on as economically as could be 
done by contract. 

Resolved, That the Third Avenue be MacAdamized from 
the six mile stone to One-Hundred-and-ninth street, and 
from thence to Harlaem Bridge, regulated, turnpiked, and 
graveled, under the ordinance of appropriation, passed July 
16th, 1832, 

CHARLES HENRY HALL, 
ERASTUS BARNES, 


Road and Canal Commitiee. 


Resolved, That the Street Commissioner be directed to 
cause the necessary repairs to be made on the Eighth Ave- 
nue, south of Bloomingdale Road, so as to render the same 
safe and convenient for travelers ; and that the sum of Twen- 
ty-five Hundred Dollars be appropriated for that object. 


JAMES B. MURRAY. 
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The Road and Canal Committee, to whom was referred a 
Resolution of Alderman Murray, asking for an appropriation 
of Twenty-five Hundred Dollars, to be applied for improving 
the Eighth Avenue to its intersection of the Bloomingdale 
Road, conformably to the profile in the Street Commission- 
er’s Office, 


5 


REPORT, 


That having given the matter serious consideration, and per- 
sonally examining that part of the avenue, which is at pre- 
sent impassable, they therefore recommend a concurrence 
with that resolution. 

Your Committee would also report, that they have care- 
fully examined a statement referred to them, made by Alder- 
men Hall and Barnes, relative to the further progress of work 
on the Third Avenue; that report recommends that the 
MacAdamizing of said avenue be continued from its present 
termination to One Hundred-and-ninth street, a distance of 
about three-fourths of a mile, and that from One Hundred- 
and-ninth street to Harlaem Bridge, (about the same dis- 
tance, three-fourths of a mile,) that it be regulated, turnpiked, 
and graveled. 

Your Committee having visited the ground, and made 
minute inquiry as to the better mode of proceeding with the 
work, have concluded that the mode proposed is the best, 
and therefore recommend its adoption. The work is now 
progressing, and from the immense quantity of rock to be 
encountered, (although the distance is short,) it will be at- 
tended with a very heavy expense ; and your Committee 
would respectfully submit it to the better judgment of the 
Board, whether it is better to continue the work as hereto- 
fore by day’s work, or to direct the Street Commissioner to 
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advertise for contracts to finish the same under his superin- 
tendence. 
Respectfully submitted by 
D. Mc CARTHY, 
Chairman, 
WM: W. HOLLY, 
8! JAMES MONROE, 
Road and Canal Committee. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXVIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 22, 1832. 


Report of the Special Committee, to whom was referred the two 
Resolutions of Alderman Van Schaick, for Twenty Thousand 
Dollars each, for the use of the Board of Health. The Re- 
port and Documents submitted by the Special Committee were 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


New York, October 1, 1832. 


Tuomas T. Woonrvrr, Esq. 
Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Board of Health. 


S1r,—Will you do me the favor to inform me, with a view 
of communicating the same to the Board of Assistants, what 
has been the compensation allowed to the various gentlemen 
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composing the Special Medical Council of the Board of 
Health ; and at what periods the several payments have been 
made to them. Also, the sums of money that have been 
paid to each of the chiefs of the hospitals, during the recent 
epidemic, as well as to their various medical assistants. 
I am Sir, respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. BRUEN, 
Chairman. 


New York, October 26, 1832. 


Georce W. Bruen, Esq. 
Chairman of Special Committee. 


Sir,—In reply to your inquiries of the Ist inst., 1 would 
respectfully inform you, that by a resolution of the Board of 
Health, bearing date the 15th ult., the compensation of the 
Special. Medical Council was fixed at $25 per diem for the 
president, and $15 each for the members thereof. The 
payments were made on the 18th ult., as follows : 


Alexander H. Stevens, M. D., President, from 


July 3d, to September Ist, 61 days, . . $1,525 00 
William J. McNevin, M. D., from July 3d, to 

September Ist, 61 days, : 915 00 
R. K. Hoffman, M. D., from July 3a, is Sep- 

tember Ist, 61 days, ‘ : 915 00 
John Neilson, M. D., from July 3d, to aaa 

20th, 49 days, é 735 00 


Joseph Bailey, M. D., fini Jay 34, to inayat 
20th, 49 days, . 3 : : : 735 00 
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Gilbert Smith, M. D., from July 3d, to August 
20th, 49 days, 

Hugh McLean, M. D., fii Filly 3a, to Logit 
20th, 49 days, 

Anthony L. Anderson, M. D., from July 5th, to 
August 20th, 47 days, : ; ‘ . 


735 00 


735 00 


715 00 


$7,000 00 


The sums paid to the several physicians of the several 


hospitals and their medical assistants, are— 


PARK HOSPITAL. 


Peter C. Tappen, M. D., Physician, 
William P. Buel, M. D., Asssistant, 
Edward T. Hitchcock, M.D. “ 
Tobias Purington, House Pupil, 
William Sharrock, do, 
William Smith, do. 

David H. Ross, do. 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 


Stephen C. Roe, M. D., Physician, 

*Charles A. Lee, M. D., Assistant, 

Samuel L. Griswold, M. D., do. R ‘ 
A. N. Gunn, House Pupil, é . 
William Clarke, do. : 


RIVINGTON STREET HOSPITAL. 


Marinus Willet, M. D., Physician, 
W. D. Cooper, M. D., Assistant, 


we ot paid by the Executive Committee. 


$540 00 
370 00 
470 00 

90 00 
105 00 
168 00 
174 00 


$720 00 


400 00 
141 00 
87 00 


$600 00 
600 00 
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William Baxter, M. D., Assistant, 


George S. Armstrong, House Pupil, ‘ . 
James Rice, do. 
Jared Linsley, do. 
Horatio Bartley, do. 


WATER STREET HOSPITAL. 


Samuel Akerly, M. D., Physician, 

John Graham, M. D., Assistant, . 
C. R. Gillman, M. D., . do. 

P. Garvey, House Pupil, 

D. H. Carpenter, do 


YORKVILLE HOSPITAL. 


C. P. Heermans, M. D. Physician, 
Joseph W. Bradshaw, Assistant, 


Edgar F. Peck, do. : ; : 
Stephen Moulton, House Pupil, . : 5 
William M. Hall, do. a 
Thomas Allen, do. 


Edward V. Brown, do. 


BELLEVUE HOSPITAL, 


James A. M. Gardiner, : “ 
William M. Hobart, . : 2 : ; 
Wilson Kellogg, 

J. Harris Mulson, ~ : $ ; ; 


ORANGE STREET HOSPITAL. 


A. H. Smith, Physician, 
William Baxter, House Pupil, 
F. G. Smyth, do. 


370 00 
240 00 
168 00 
160 00 
156 00 


$800 00 
580 00 
260 00 
159 00 
126 00 


$430 00 
169 00 
60 00 
78 00 
15 00 
111 00 
90 00 


$200 00 
170 00 
355 00 
240 00 


$530 00 
220 00 
126 00 
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The physicians of the Crosby street Hospital are not paid by 
the Executive Committee. 


I am respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS T. WOODRUFF, 
Chairman Executive Com. 
of the Board of Health. 


New York, October 1st, 1832. 


Grorer W. Bruen, Esq. Chairman, &c. 


Dear Srr,—The Treasurer of the Board of Health has 
received $80,000, and to satisfy the demands of the work 
people, nurses, and others, has been obliged to overdraw his 
account $14,660 80. 

The Executive Committee inform him that they have bills 
on hand unpaid amounting to about $10,000. They suppose 
that an appropriation of $30,000 will pay these sums, and 
cover all the other claims now existing against the Board of 
Health ; this would make the whole appropriation $110,000. 


From this, deduct about $10,000, being the value of lum- 
ber purchased for Blackwell’s Island, for lumber saved from 
the buildings erected near the Sailors’ Snug Harbor, and 
other places, and for the goods and furniture of the different 
hospitals, and temporary alms houses, sent and to be sent to 
the Alms House at Bellevue, and thirty-one casks chloride 
of lime on hand and to be sold. The nett expenditure will 
then not vary much from $100,000. 


It may be well to remark, that $18,236 76 have been paid 
to the health wardens for cleansing their wards. This is ex- 
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clusive of the expenses of the ward stations for medicines and 
attendance on the poor, which are paid by the Executive 
Committee ; and also exclusive of $5,710 84 paid and 
$201 19 unpaid, on the accounts for chloride of lime distri- 
buted among the wards, and charged to the general account 
of the Board of Health. When the ward accounts and 
those of the Executive Committee are all rendered, it will 
probably be found that the wards cost about two-fifths of the 
expenditure, and the hospitals and temporary alms houses 
the remaining three-fifths. 

The Treasurer was induced to call for moderate sums as 
they were wanted, by the apprehension that a too extrava- 
gant expenditure might result from a lavish mode of appro- 
priation. 

As it is deemed expedient to continue the Crosby street 
Hospital, (now removed to Orange street,) some addition 
may finally be made to the expenses of the Board which are 
‘not now contemplated. 

With great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

M. VAN SCHAICK, 
Treasurer Board of Health. 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion of the Board of Aldermen, appropriating $20,000 to the 
use and disposal of the Board of Health beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That in compliance with the duties imposed on them, they 
addressed a communication to the Chairman of the Execu- 
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tive Committee, a copy of which with his reply thereto, to- 
gether with a letter from the Treasurer of the same Commit- 
tee, is hereunto annexed, which they beg leave to submit as 
a part of their report. 


The details of the accounts and the various proceedings of 
the Board of Health, in their financial affairs, are more im- 
perfect than could have been desired, especially as very 
many of the accounts are yet unsettled and there are besides, 
many demands against the Corporation for professional medi- 
cal services yet unsatisfied. These demands are for the 
most part by those who have been in actual attendance upon 
the sick, and at a very moderate per diem allowance, as far 
as the Committee have been able to ascertain. 


One of the largest items of the public expenditure during 
the prevalence of the late epidemic, is for the pay of the 
Special Medical Council—it amounts to Seven Thousand Dol- 
lars, exclusive of the Secretary or Clerk’s salary, amount- 
ing to $280. The gentlemen who have received this sum 
out of the Public Treasury, by virtue of the authority of the 
Board of Health, appear to have acted somewhat in the 
capacity of consulting physicians, and to have been substi- 
tuted so early as the 3d of July, to perform in part, the 
functions of the Resident Physician of the city ; the officer 
known by the law and appointed by the authority of the 
State. 


Your Committee have not understood that the Special 
Medical Council had any particular supervision of the hospi- 
tals, that they ever were requested to recommend any par- 
ticular treatment of the disease ; or that they considered it 
part of their office to visit any of the patients at the Medical 
Stations. However valuable may have been the services of 
these gentlemen, and they doubtless were of value in tran- 
quilizing the public mind, by giving their fellow citizens good 
advice in a period of peculiar agitation, the Committee doubt 
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whether the Board of Health or the Common Council them- 
selves, are authorised to create offices of any description at 
their own discretion, indefinite in their number and uncertain 
in their compensation. 


The late expedient can be justified upon no consideration, 
but that of the terror which such a visitation was calculated 
to excite, in the minds of the most courageous, and which led 
every member of the Board of Health no doubt, to desire to 
bring to the aid of the public, that particular medical adviser 
in whose skill and science he himself reposed the highest 
confidence. 


The Committee are bound to declare, that in soliciting the 
aid of so many medical advisers, and in declining the gratui- 
tous services of a most respectable portion of the medical 
profession ; in superseding in effect the Resident Physician 
without sufficient cause, the Board of Health, have, in their 
opinion, transcended the limits of their own authority, and 
added unnecessarily to the pecuniary burdens occasioned by 
the late epidemic. Many of the gentlemen who have been 
engaged in actual attendance upon the hospitals, whom it 
would be invidious to name, where all have done so well, 
have won for themselves a well earned reputation, the value 
of which cannot be measured by the small compensation they 
have received from the Board of Health, and which their 
necessities have reluctantly compelled them to accept. 


It would appear that the late Crosby street Hospital has 
been transferred to Orange street. It has been under the 
charge of the- Alderman of the Sixth Ward. The Com- 
mittee are not informed what sum of money has been paid, 
or it is intended to pay to this gentleman, for the many and 
valuable services he has rendered to his fellow citizens. 

The peril of a man’s life, in the discharge of his duties as 
a magistrate and conservator of the public health, in a time 
of pestilence is not less heroic, or less worthy of the grati- 
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tude of his country, than any other deed of renown which 
history records: and although the constitution of the city 
forbids that any member of the Common Council shall re- 
ceive a pecuniary consideration from the Body of which he 
is a member—these services constitute a claim upon their 
fellow citizens for which they have not lost their reward. 

Your Committee feel gratified-in being able to state, that 
the unwearied industry of the Executive Committee, and the 
exertions of the Board of Health generally, deserve the con- 
fidence of their fellow citizens. In a time of great difficulty 
they were at their post, and one of them fell a victim in the 
discharge of his duty. 

The Committee in conclusion, recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Board concur with the Board of Al- 
dermen, that Twenty Thousand Dollars be appropriated to 
the use of the Board of Health. 

GEO. W. BRUEN, 
Chairman. 
D. BANKS, . 
WM. VAN WYCK, 
D. McCARTHY. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 29, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 
approval. Directed to be filed. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Orricr, OcToser 29, 1832. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City.of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution that the Collector of Taxes receive from Henry 
Brevoort Twenty Dollars and five cents arrears of Tax, 1829, 

Resolution for Warrant in favor of George Wood, for One 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars, in payment of his claim on ac- 
count of a suit in New Jersey, 


Resolution in relation to the closing Fitz Roy Road, 
28 


« 
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Resolution in relation to the filling ground at Second Ave- 
nue and Stuyvesant street, 

Resolution approving the security offered by the Superin- 
tendent of Wharves and Piers, 

And four Ordinances presented by the Street Commis- 
sioner. 
WALTER BOWNE, 

Mayor. 





219 


DOCUMENT NO. XXX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


NOVEMBER 12, 1832. 


Report of the Street Commissioner, on the subject of opening a 
new street, on the Resolution offered by Assistant Alderman 
Holly. Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Street Commissioner, 
' to report a plan of the most eligible route, for opening a new 
street, (or so widening and regulating some one of the streets, 
as at present laid down in the map,) from the lower part of 
the city running northwardly, which may be made a tho- 
roughfare, and divert a part of the present travel on Broad- 
way ; with his views as to the expediency of the measure, 
and the best plan for carrying it into effect. 


WM. W. HOLLY. 





ee ee 
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The Street Commissioner, in obedience to the annexed 
resolution begs leave 


RESPECTFULLY TO REPORT, 


That he has viewed the subject matter of this resolution, 
which presents a copious field for examination, in all its 
bearings and prospective consequences to the future increase 
of this city, and is a subject worthy of the deliberation of 
the Common Council. 


There needs no arguments to show, that estimating from 
what has been, to what will be, the city of New York from its 
superior location, and its present concentration of the great 
commercial business of the northern part of the western con- 
De is destined to contain a population of more than a 

‘million of souls, within half a century. 


These premises must be admitted by every candid ob- 
server ; and it is much to be regretted, that the fathers of 
the city, who have gone before us, had not looked forward 
at an early day, and prepared the plans of the city to suit the 
present and future wants and accommodation of such a popu- 
lation, as must and will be located on this island. 


It is apparent at this time, that the present population have 
not all the facilities, conveniences and safety which they 
require, in having but two leading avenues to the lower part 
of the city, and these two uniting at St. Paul’s Church, and 
from that point to the great business part of the city, only 
one. 


The question then presents itself in a strong and forcible 
manner—What plan can be devised and adopted, to relieve 
these two leading streets, (Broadway and Chatham,) from 
the present throng of passing carriages and vehicles, which are 
now inconvenient and dangerous, and which will be much more so, 
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every succeeding year ? And has the time arrived when such 
plan ought to be devised and prosecuted? In the opinion of 
the Street Commissioner, the time has arrived when such plan 
ought to be projected and carried forward ; and to delay it, 
would only be increasing the difficulties of effecting it. 


When we look at the plan of the city on its eastern side,\ 
as it is now built, between Catharine street and Whitehall, it 
presents difficulties of a prominent kind, to point out how any 
leading and important street can be formed through it, with- 
out too great a destruction of property. ef 


The great shipping business seems now to be confined to 
the First, Second and Fourth Wards, and the great advan- 
tages of this location for the shipping going to foreign ports 
is such, that it will remain the most prominent point, for a 
long time to come, for this business. 


This fact well establishes another: vizi—That the con- 
centration of business must and will remain in these three 
wards, for some time to come; and these premises being 
admitted, the importance of more convenient avenues to 
reach this business lucation, follows asa matter of course. 


In looking over the map of the city, the Street Commis- 
sioner finds that a project has been set on foot, by enter- 
prizing individuals, to widen William street, between Wall 
street and Frankfort street, and from Frankfort street, open 
a direct continuation of William street into Chatham street 
to strike near the intersection of Chatham and Chamber 
streets. This plan has been surveyed by individuals, and 
they have been so good as to leave the map in the Street 
Commissioner’s Office for a little time, to be examined by 
those who feel interested. 

If such a plan should be adopted, and William street 
made an easy street for carriages, from Chatham to Wall 
street, it would give some relief to Broadway, below St. 
Paul’s Church: and then the question comes how to give 





~ Doe. No. 30.] 222 


relief to Chatham street, between William street and Chat- 
ham square. 


Of all the various plans which have been talked of, there 
are great difficulties on account of cutting the blocks so di- 
agonally as to make many acute angles; and the desire of 
following any of the present streets, seems to be almost im- 
possible to unite the objects contemplated. 


If a street sixty feet in width, was drawn from the point in 
Chatham street, where the proposed extension of William 
street intersects it, to a direct line to Bond street where it in- 
tersects the Bowery, it would cross Anthony street at its in- 
tersection with Little Water street, and Walker street at its 
intersection with Orange street, and Houstoun street at its in- 
tersection with Elizabeth street. Such a street would run 
parallel to Broadway, and would cut through a part of the 
city which requires some re-modelling, and where the build- 
ings are not generally valuable: of all the various plans, this 
appears to me to be the best; and although a bold cut, it 
seems, in the opinion of the Street Commissioner, as de- 
serving the consideration of the Common Council. 


If this, or something in place of it, was done, it would re- 
lieve Chatham street and the lower part of Broadway. But 
we want also some relief for the western side of the city, to 
take off some portion of that travel which now falls into 
Broadway, from the city west of it, and north of Courtlandt 
street. 


The great objection which cartmen seem to understand, in 
carting earth or wood, to the streets running parallel to the 
Hudson River, is the cross gutters. To avoid these, a cart- 
man with a load of wood or earth, if he wishes to take it from 
the foot of Courtlandt street, or Barclay street, to Chapel 
street, at White or Walker, he will go directly to Broadway, 
and up that street to White or Walker, and down those streets 
to Chapel street: this he does to avoid the gutters which 
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cross West, Washington and Greenwich streets. The hack- 
men have a still greater inducement to avoid all cross gutters. 


In looking at the plan of the city, it appears to the Street 
Commissioner, that Greenwich street and Hudson street, 
are the two streets to which we must look to give relief to 
Broadway, above St. Paul’s Church; and all that is 
required to make these two streets very useful and great 
leading streets, is, to do away the gutter crossing ea, © or 
to make them so easy as to be unobjectionable. 


Hudson street leads to Chambers street, and the ascent 
of Chambers street, from the point of intersection of Hudson 
street, is not greater to Broadway, than the ascent of Broad- 
way, from Canal street to Anthony street. 


If, therefore, we could so prepare Hudson street from 
Canal to Chambers street, as to induce all vehieles coming 
down Hudson street, north of Canal street, to continue 
down that street to Chambers street, we should relieve one 
part of Broadway. 


If, then, we could make Greenwich street an easy street 
to pass with all kinds of carriages, and induce them to keep 
down Greenwich street to Barclay or Courtlandt streets, 
‘we could relieve Broadway still further. 


Plans and suggestions have been made for improving 
Chapel street, by raising it from Duane street to Canal 
street, and widening the part south of Leonard and Provost 
streets; this would be a very great improvement to the 
health of this part of the city, and would not be expensive , 
beyond the benefit to owners of property in the caus 4 
hood. 


Another plan has been suggested to widen Wooster 
street, and Church street, and extend the latter through 
from Fulton to Courtlandt street; this project has some 
advocates, and is deserving of reflection. 
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On a review of the whole ground, the Street Commis- 
sioner is of opinion, that some measures ought to be adopted 
very soon; and from his impressions, the widening of William 
street, and extension thereof into Chatham street, and the 
opening a new street as suggested, is a project deserving of 
a regular survey and examination, to see how it would affect 
the property through which it passes. 


The next in importance is the making of Greenwich street 
an easy and desirable street for cartmen and hackmen to 
travel. 


The remaining suggestions are thrown out for the consid- 
eration of the Board of Assistants, to whose better judgment 
the Street Commissioner begs leave to submit the whole 


subject. 
Respectfully submitted, 


BENJAMIN WRIGHT, 


Street Commissioner. 


Motion of Mr. Bruen,—That the report of the Street Com- 
missioner, in relation to the extension of William street and 
another new street, be referred to the Street Committee. 
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DOCUMENT XXXII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


NOVEMBER 12, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 
approval. Directed to be filed. 
Joun W. Ricuanrpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Orricre, Novemser 12, 1832. 


Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants cf the City of New York: 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution to pave side walks in Second street, between 
Avenues C and D, 

Resolution to pave side walks in Third street, from Avenue 
D to 150 feet east of Avenue C, 

Resolution to pave side walks in Houstoun street. 

WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
29 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


NOVEMBER 12, 1832. 


Report of the Street Commissioner, on the Resolution for altering 
the grade from 14th street to 23d street, east of Third 
‘Avenue. Laid on t ible and ordered to be prin‘ed, with a litho- 
graphic copy of the map; and referred to S:reet Committee. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Resolution offered by Mr. Bruen : 


Resolved, That the Street Commissioner be requested to 
devise and report to the Common Council a plan for the 
‘permanent regulation of that part of the city laying between 
14th and 23d streets, the Vhird Avenue and the East 
River. 

The Street Commissioner, in obedience to the annexed 
resolution, “ requesting him to devise and report to the 
Common Council, a plan for the permanent regulation of 
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that part of the City laying between 14th and 23d streets, 
and east of the Third Avenue, to the East River,” begs leave 


RESPECTFULLY TO REPORT, 


That he herewith presents a plan of that part of the city, 
comprised in the resolution, and also some part adjoining it 
on the south, 


By the plan herewith laid before the Common Council, it 
will be seen, that the lines drawn in red show the grade of 
the several streets, as now established by law. By this plan 
it will be perceived, that the exterior line of the city as now 
determined by legislative act, is to be at Tompkins street ; 
more than a third of a mile from the natural shore of the 
river. The red lines will show the filling required to affect 
this plan: this I may call No. 1. 


Another plan, which I call No. 2, is represented by dotted 
blue lines, commencing at the Third Avenue, and from | 
thence, by a regular uniform descent to the bulkhead, as 
now built. By this plan, that bulkhead as far as built, would 
form the exterior line of the city. This plan would save 
about one third part of the filling, east of the Third Avenue, 
between 14th and 23d streets, where there is filling ; and at 
least one half of the filling would be saved, from what would 
be if the exterior line of the city is continued to Tompkins 
street, as proposed ; if the present bulkhead is established as 
the line of the city as far as it is built and extended, southerly 
along the edge of the channel, to 15th street, and thence to 
the permanent line to be continued along 15th street to the 
proposed Tompkins street, and thence southerly, the line of 
Tompkins street to be the line of the city as now established 
by law. 

A third plan is also marked on the map, which only varies 
from the second plan by the introduction of the sewer on 
Second Avenue, which by the proposed grade of the streets 
north of 23d street, was to pass through 22d street at the 
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Third Avenue, and continue down 22d street to the Second 
Avenue, and thence down the Second Avenue to 18th street 
and down 18th street to the East River. Also a branch sewer 
commencing at 14th street and running northward to join 
the other sewer at 18th street. 


This plan only varies from the second plan, as before ob- 
served, in that part between the First and Third Avenues, 
and the design of it is to save the excessive filling which 
would be necessary on either of the other plans on that par- 
ticular section. 


By the introduction of sewers, having in many parts of 
them, six inches in each hundred feet descent, and in no part 
less than three inches in one hundred feet, there can be no 
question as to their always keeping themselves clean, and 
free at all times from the substances which fall into them: 
the black dotted lines show this proposed plan. 


The sewer commencing at 14th street will, in this case, 
receive all the waters which collect on 14th, 15th, 16th, 
17th and 18th streets, from the apex near the Sixth Avenue, 
and take these waters directly to the river, in the sewer in 
18th street : and the same of the sewer in the Second Ave- 
nue, crossing 19th, 20th, 21st and 22d streets—so that these 
streets east of this sewer will have but little water collect 
upon them, and the ground east of the First Avenue will be 
much benefitted by this arrangement. 


These are the Street Commissioner’s views upon this im- 
portant matter ; and as his own opinion of what is for the 
benefit of the city, he certainly should recommend the plan 
of the sewers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BENJAMIN WRIGHT, 


Sireet Commissioner. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


NOVEMBER 19, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 


approval. Directed to be filed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





Mayor’s Orrice, NovemsBer 19, 1832. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution for appropriation of Two Hundred and forty- 
two Dollars, balance due for building Privies, 

Resolution for a Well and Pump near the intersection of 
Second street and Avenues D, 

And two Reports from the City Inspector, with Eighty- 
four Ordinances for Correcting Nuisances. 

WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


NOVEMBER. 19, 1832. 


Communication from the Mayor announcing the death of Charles 
Carrol of Carrolton. Laid on the table. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Orrice, Novemsper 19, 1832. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I announce to the Common Council the death of that 
Illustrious Patriot Charles Carrol of Carrolton, the last of 
the Signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 


30 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 3, 1832. 


Report of the Commissioners of School Money, to the Corpora- 
tion. Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Commissioners of School Money for the city of New 
York, in obedience to the Statutes of the State, requiring 
them to report to the Corporation and to the Superintendent 
of Common Schools, on or before the first day of December 
in every year, on the several matters contained in the reports 
made to the Commissioners by the respective Societies and 
Schools, for the year preceding the first of May in the same 
year, and on such other matters as the Commissioners may 
deem necessary to promote the interests of said schools, do 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the balance in the Mechanics’ Bank of the City of New 
York, to the credit of the Commissioners, for the year ending 











Doc. No. 35.] 236 


on the first of May, 1831, and after the distribution of that 
year, amounted to thirty-five dollars and seventy-three cents. 

That on the 31st day of May last, the sum of ten thousand 
five hundred and seventy-six dollars and fifty-six cents, was 
passed at the bank, to the credit of the Commissioners, being 
the quota of the School Fund due from the State to the City 
and County, for the year. 


That a deposit was on the same day made at the bank to 
the credit of the Commissioners, by the Corporation, of the 
sum of eighty thousand two hundred and sixteen dollars and 
fifty-six cents, forming a grand total for distribution, of ninety 
thousand seven hundred and forty eight dollars and eighty- 
six cents, an expense account of seventy-nine dollars and 
ninety-nine cents being deducted as hereinafter mentioned. 

That the Commissioner received from the Trustees of the 
Public School Society, a report of attending scholars in the 
schools of their society, to the number of three thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-eight, and paid the society at the 
rate of nineteen dollars and ninety-three cents per scholar, 
the sum of seventy-seven thousand six hundred and eighty- 
seven dollars and fourteen cents. 

That the Orphan Asylum Society at Greenwich received 
for one hundred and twelve scholars reported by them, at the 
same rate per scholar, two thousand two hundred and thirty- 
two dollars and sixteen cents. 

That the Manumission Society received for two hundred 
and fifty African scholars, at the same rate per scholar, four 
thousand nine hundred and eighty-two dollars and fifty cents. 

That the Mechanics’ Society received for twenty-six 
scholars, taught free of expense, in their school, at the same 
rate, five hundred and eighteen dollars and eighteen cents. 


That the Roman Catholic Benevolent Society reported 
from the school of the Catholic Orphan Asylum, ninety-two 
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scholars taught there free of expense, and received at the 
same rate per scholar, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
three dollars and fifty-six cents. 

That the Trustees of the Yorkville School received for 
forty-three scholars at the same rate per scholar, eight hun- 
dred and fifty-six dollars and ninety-nine cents. 

That the Trustees of the Harlem School received for 
sixty scholars, one thousand one hundred and ninety-five 
dollars and eighty cents. 

That the Trustees of the Manhattanville School received 
for fifty-eight scholars, one thousand one hundred and fifty- 
five dollars and ninety-four cents. 

That the Trustees of the Hamilton School near Kings- 
bridge, received for fourteen scholars, at the same rate, two 
hundred and seventy-nine dollars and two cents. 

Thus forming a total distributed for those schools collec- 
tively, of ninety thousand seven hundred and forty-one dol- 
lars and twenty-nine cents. 

That the Commissioners have paid from the fund for sta- 
tionary, a desk for their papers, and sundry incidental ex- 
penses, the sum of seventy-nine dollars and ninety-nine cents, 
and have to their credit in bank, a balance of seven dollars 
and fifty-seven cents. 

The Trustees of the Public School Society did not include 
in their report, an average of one hundred and fifty-eight 
children, who had been taught free of expense in their school, 
for the reason, that that number had not yet attained their 
fourth year, and by law could not be reported. 

The number reported, and for which they have received 
payment from the School Fund for the year, had been di- 
minished by the severity and protracted cold of the past 
winter and the prevalence of an unusual degree of sickness 
among the children. 
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The Commissioners feel it but a just tribute to the stren- 
uous and philanthropic labors of the Trustees of the Public 
School Society, to assure the Superintendent and the Cor- 
poration from what they have witnessed, that school houses 

_have been erected, conveniently and judiciously located in 
the different parts of the city, and one at Bloomingdale, 
comfortably provided to the fullest extent of the means here- 
tofore allotted the Society. That they are not only open to 
all who choose to avail themselves of the benefit of the edu- 
cation afforded, but that the Society have taken great pains 
and specially employed visitors to wait on such at their own 
houses, as have not been sufficiently attentive to the benefits 
held out to them, to endeavor to prevail on parents or guar- 
dians to send their children to the schools of the society, and 
to inculcate the necessity of proper habits of punctual at- 
tendance : and induced thereto by the very liberal provision 
made by the Corporation during the past year, the Trustees 
of the Public School Society have extended their present es- 
tablishments, and organized several new primary schools in 
different parts of the city, giving good earnest of their inten- 
tions, to use the fund confided to them, to the best possible 
advantage for the objects in view. And the Commissioners 
entertain no doubt that the fund will be so applied by them, 
quite as extensively as is consistent with the gradual and 
proper extinguishment of the heavy debt they have incurred 
in the erection and establishment of the building now in their 
use. 


The Directors of the Orphan Asylum at Greenwich re- 
port on the property and affairs of that institution, that in- 
cluding the monies received for the past year from the school 
fund, their means are little, if any, more than adequate to 
the wants of the institution ; and considering the sums requi- 
site to be expended by the Asylum for the preservation of . 
the buildings and the support and clothing of the scholars, 
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the Commissioners are induced to believe that the monies 
received by them heretofore, have not been more than ade. 
quate to that portion of their expenditure which is incidental 
to the education of the children in their charge. 


The Orphan Asylum of the Roman Catholic Benevolent 
Society, has, as the Commissioners understand, no means for 
the support of their school, other than what for the present 
year, was allowed by the ordinance of the Corporation for 
its support, and the charitable donations of persons interested 
in its welfare. 


The scholars are under the tuition and careful supervision 
of Sisters of Charity, who have charge of the school, and 
exhibit proofs of a most zealous care in training them up to 
usefulness. Children thus situated, necessarily restrained 
within the precints of the institutions in which their lot has 
placed them, not able to avail themselves of the schools open- 
ed by the Public School Society, are here provided for by 
persons charitably assuming the relation towards them, not . 
only of tutors but of parents also, until they arrive at that 
age which justifies their protectors in placing them out to 
trades or such employments as they manifest an aptitude for ; 
and while the children are within the age entitling them to 
their quota of the School Fund, the Commissioners can but 
applaud the determination of the Corporation to place both 
of these institutions alike under ,the benefits to be derived 
from the Fund. 


The Mechanics’ Society have reported from their School 
as is stated above, but twenty-six scholars, giving but a very 
small portion of those attending at that school, and those only 
who are taught there free of expense. This school has no 
property of its own, independent of the society ; and, the 
Commissioners do not hesitate to say, that considering the 
high state of discipline in which it is kept, and the very 
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abundant supply of teachers with which it is provided, the 
money allotted to it is well and judiciously applied. 


The Manumission Society report to this Board for the 
past year, but two hundred and fifty scholars, but the Com- 
missioners anticipate a considerable increase for the current 
year. 

The Public School Society, not having admitted children of 
color to a participation in the Fund allotted them, probably 
because separate buildings and arrangements would be re- 
quisite, and their means heretofore have not been adequate 
to that end, the Commissioners have suggested to the trus- 
tees of the Manumission Society, the expediency, with the 
approbation of the Corporation, either of abandoning, so far 
as education was concerned, the name of their society, and 
assuming one suited to more general purposes, with reference 
to children of that class, such as the African Public School 
Society, or something of that import; or ceding to the pre- 
sent Public School Society, their school houses, and blending 
their trustees with them in one general organization, applica- 
ble alike to both classes. 

The Manumission Society equally zealous in the pursuit 
of these praiseworthy objects, and impressed with the very 
liberal provision which has recently been made, have, as the 
Commissioners believe at their suggestion, already more than 
doubled the number of their schools, placing new ones in the 
quarters of the city where the wants of that class called for 
them, and have already gotten them under an organization 
and progress extremely creditable to their exertions. 


The Commissioners, while on this subject, beg leave to 
suggest, that they conceive that in the ratio in which the 
education of the children of color in this city can be promo- 
ted, crime among them must diminish; and that persons of 
that class, now rendered by their want of education, in a 
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great degree useless to themselves and the community in which 
they live, would, with proper means of information, not only 
be saved from our poor-houses and prisons, but could be made 
useful in many subordinate situations in life above those in 
which they have heretofore been placed. 


The Public School Society, not having yet been able to 
extend their usefulness further into the suburbs than to one 
school at Bloomingdale—a School at Yorkville—another at 
Harlaem—another at Manhattanville—and one near Kings- 
bridge, have been admitted to a participation in the Fund. 


That of Yorkville seems to be adequate in size to the 
wants of the vicinage, as well as that at Harlaem ; to the 
latter, an African Department, in a separate building, with 
the approbation of the Corporation, has lately been attached 
and is in promising forwardness. 


The school near Kingsbridge is opened, and large enough 
for the wants of the neighborhood. 


That at Manhattanville is under good discipline and most 
numerously attended. 


As to all of these institutions, the Commissioners believe 
there is no want of capacity in the buildings or arrangements, 
and if the schools are not as full as accommodations permit, 
it is only because the limited population of the environs do 
not require the use of them. 


The Commissioners feel a pleasure in congratulating the 
Corporation, the Superintendent of Common Schools, and 
the public at large, that through the munificence of the State, 
and Corporation of this city, ample arrangements have now 
been made in the city of New York, by which education can 
be freely and gratuitously offered alike to all who may choose 
to partake of it. They regret to perceive with some, a latent 
prejudice or false delicacy, as to participating in its benefits. 
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They, who feel it, do not seem to advert to the fact, that 
the Fund, from which the support of these institutions is 
drawn, is in part the property of the State, and therefore in 
the quota required their own for this object ; that principally 
it is obtained by taxation, to which all are obliged to con- 
tribute their proportion, whether it be rendered in money, in 
jury duty, in militia service, or duties on the imports con- 
sumed by them. 

When this prejudice shall have become removed, the Com- 
missioners hope to see the institutions of the Societies now 
distributing this Fund, greatly flourishing, and the community 
at large receiving its full benefit. Then they, who will have 
aided in consummating an object so devoutly to be wished, 
may repose under the pleasing reflection, that of all their 
labors, they have, in this, done their best service to the in- 
terests of religion and their country- 

By order of the Board, 
W. A. SEELY, Secretary. 


New York, November 27, 1832. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXVI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 3, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 
approval. Directed to be filed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Mavor’s Orrice, DECEMBER a 1832. 
Genilemen of the Board.of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution to open the Water Course across the First 
Avenue in Eighteenth street, \ 

Resolution appropriating Four Hundred Dollars to repair 
Bloomingdale Road, 

Resolution relating to the claim of Miln Parker, for 
damages at Yorkville, . 
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Resolution to pay certain balances for work on the Eighth 
Avenue, not exceeding One Hundred and Fifty Dollars, 


Resolution relating to repaving and ‘repairing Vesey, 
Murray and Chambers streets, 


Resolution to Jay curb and gutter stone in Fifth street, 
from Lewis street to the River. 


Resolution to pave La Fayette Place from Great Jones 
street to Kighth street, 


Resolution to make the usual arrangements to receive the 
Military at the City Hall, on the 26th inst., 


Resolution appropriating Four Thousand Dollars for 
Buildings on the Long Island Farms for the accommodation 
of Pauper Children, 


Resolution for a Portrait of Governor Throop, 


Ordinance appropriating for Justices Courts, $500 00 


Police, 1,500 00 
Public Schools, 46 56 
Salaries, 4,500 00 


Resolution to remove the Iron Pump corner of Madison 
and Walnut streets, and to substitute one of Wood, 
And City Inspector’s Report for seventy-four Ordinances 
to Correct Nuisances. 
WALTER BOWNE, 
‘Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXVII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER. 10, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 
approval. Directed to be filed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Mavor’s Orrice, DecemBer 10, 1832. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution to regulate in part, streets between Fourteenth 
and Nineteenth streets, inclusive, from the Third Avenue to 
the River, 

Resolution to relieve Joseph Marshall from Tax, 

Resolution for a Well and Pump near the corner of Second 
and Lewis streets, 

Resolution to appoint a Keeper and a Deputy Keeper of 
the City Hall and Record Office. 

: WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXVIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 10, 1832. 


Report of the Street Committee on the Resolution of Alderman 
Cebra, relative to the appointment of Commissioners of Esti- 
mate and Assessment. Report adopted, and Resolution con- 


curred in. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Resolved, That two persons residing in each Ward be 
selected by the Alderman and Assistant thereof, and that a 
list of the persons so selected, be handed to the Counsel, and 
that he nominate therefrom, to the Supreme Court, three 
persons to be appointed Commissioners of Estimate and As- 
sessment in each case of the opening or improving any street, 
avenue, or public place ; or of the closing of any street, ave- 
nue or road; for which the appointment of such Commis- 
sioners may hereafter be applied for to the said Court. 
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The Street Committee, to whom was referred the annexed 
resolution, 


REPORT, 


That they have consulted on the subject, and think it de- 
sirable to re-organize the list which at present exists. It 
is necessary in every application to the Court for opening 
streets, &c., that Commissioners shall be named ; and your 
Committee think it but equitable that each Ward shall have 
its proportionate number. In the present list some of the 
Wards have three and four, and others none. 

They therefore recommend the adoption of the resolution. 


WM. W. HOLLY, 
FRANCIS FICKETT. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 17, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects referred to him for 


approval. Directed to be filed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Orrice, DecemBer 17, 1882. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 

Resolution granting permission to Jane Morris and John 
Allan to transfer a lease to the Washington Fire Insurance 
Company, 

Resolution that side walks in Amos street, from Greenwich 
Lane to West street be regulated and paved, 

Resolution relating to the regulation of Fourteenth street, 
between the First and Third Avenues—Avenue C, from be- 

32 
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- tween Second and Third streets to Tenth street—and the 
First Avenue between Sixth and Thirteenth streets, 
Resolution relating to MacAdamizing from the Six Mile 
Stone to One Hundred-and-ninth street, and for Regulating 
and Turnpiking from thence to the Bridge. 
WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XL. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 17, 1832. 


Report of the Police Committee in the matter of William L. 


Simers, Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


——___. 


The Police Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of William L. Simers, praying to be relieved from a penalty 
incurred by a breach of the Corporation Ordinance, 


REPORT, 


That they have ascertained that the same has been duly paid 
into Court. Your Committee therefore offer the following 
resolution : 
Resolved, That the Police Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of the matter. 
D. BANKS, 
CHARLES G. FERRIS, 
PETER §8. TITUS. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 28, 1832. 


Message from the Mayor relative to subjects sent to him for ap- 
proval. Directed to be filed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Orrics, DecEmBEeR 28, 1832. 


Gentlemen of the Board of Assistants of the City of New York, 


I have approved and signed, 


Resolution to allow an Iron Balcony to House No. 117 
Monroe street, 


Resolution relating to Mayor’s Portrait, 

Ordinance for laying side walks on the southerly side of 
Third street from Avenue D to 150 feet easterly of Avenue C, 

Resolution to transfer Stall, No. 8, Grand street Market, to 
Philip Ferris, . 
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Resolution to refund to Walter C. Hyer, Twelve Palin, 
a personal tax assessed and paid in the Eighth Ward, é 
And Two Hundred and Ninety Ordinances for Correcting © 
_ Nuisances, coptgiped @ in three Reporte from the oly = 
‘eS ; 
WALTER BOWNE, 
Mayor. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLIL 


‘BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 2, 1833. 


The following Communication was received from the Reverend 
John Stanford, D. D. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


To the Honorable the Mayor and Common Council of the 
City of New York. 


RESPECTED GENTLEMEN: 


Having for many years, in the month of January, been in 
the habit of addressing you on the subject of my ministerial 
- services at Bellevue, and in other departments under your 
judicial charge, I felt a momentary dictate to withhold my 
pen, and let the present season escape in silence: for by de- 
crepitude of age, and a complication of severe complaints, I 
have been totally incapable of any public services during the 
past year, for the benefit of my fellow creatures, and have 


a” ai 
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submitted to confinement within my own habitation. Still, 
having esteemed my long intercourse with this Honorable 
Board, as one of my greatest facilities while devoting my ser- 
vices in favor of the public, and in all probability, as the sable 
curtain of mortality may soon drop between us, I will ven- 
ture upon a few lines, to which | will solicit your attention. 
Duty dictates me to inform you, that from repeated infor- 
mation received from your officers, and others at your. 
increasing establishment at Bellevue, it appears that Mr. 
Tappen, the gentleman whom you gave me permission to 
select, in concurrence with your Board of Commissioners, to 
perform religious services in my absence, for the benefit of 
its numerous inmates, has been, and still is, laborious, faith- 
ful and successful in the performance of his arduous services, 
and more so than any other person I could have procured. 
And notwithstanding the afflictive hazard he run during the 
rage of the Cholera, and the increase of duty by the new 
department formed on Long Island for the benefit of the 
children, his duties have been unremitting. Nor is it improper 
for me to say, that he has invariably favored me every week 
with visits, to make such communications as were connected 
with the moral interests of the numerous people committed 
to his charge, which at the same time, afforded me a desirable 
opportunity to aid him by such advices as might have a ten- 
dency, with the benediction of Heaven, to promote the good 
of the whole. And, at my suggestion, Mr. ‘Tappen will pre- 
sent a report of his annual services to your Board of Com- 
missioners at Bellevue. This information therefore, I can- 
not but presume will be gratifying to you, gentlemen, as the 
guardians of public morals, as well as of the wants of the 
needy and destitute, and in which the community of our city 
are so deeply concerned. Devoutly, therefore, do I pray, 
that our compassionate Heavenly Father may continue to 
provide and bless the labors of a faithful pastor, who shall 
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instruct the young, visit and console the sick and dying, warn 
the profligate and incorrigible, and administer consolation to 
the aged and decrepid, in all the various departments under 
your extensive’ charge. This will exhibit the laurel of 
humanity to the honor of our city, evince the piety of its 
guardians, and illustrate the truth of our Saviour’s assertion, 
that “The poor have the Gospel preached unto them ; and 
blessed is he whoever shall not be offended in me-” Matt. ii. 5. 

Permit me, my fellow citizens, to confess that I have one 
other design in my present address. It is to gratify my own 
feelings, by expressing the warmth of my gratitude ; that 
although I am a Briton by birth, I have enjoyed the privilege 
of citizenship with you for nearly half a century; and that 
from this community I have received numerous expressions 
of kindness, which demand my acknowledgment before I 
quit this vale of tears. Particularly I am grateful for that 
intercourse with which I have been indulged with your 
Honorable Board, for upwards of twenty years ; for thereby, 
through the smiles of the Almighty, I have been assisted, in 
some degree, to devote the end of a long life of seventy-nine 
years, in the hope of contributing to the benefit of the com- 
munity, and more especially in favor of the poor and the 
miserable. If such efforts have been in any measure suc- 
cessful, it is my imperious duty, as my public labors are now 
ended, to attribute the whole to the praise of my good God, 
whose indulgent hand has bestowed the blessing! At the 
same time, I devoutly present as my last prayer, that the 
Lord, who is God of the nations of the whole earth, who has 
so gloriously distinguished America, by the establishment of 
her Independence, with her civil and religious liberties, and 
has so extensively promoted her commerce with every part 
of the globe, may make us a virtuous people, and continue 
these national blessings so long as the sun and the moon 
endureth. 


33 





Doc. No. 42.] 258 


1 dare not quit this stage of life without expressing my 
gratitude to the Most High, for the astonishing increase and 
prosperity of our own city ; for when in the year 1782, I first 
became an inhabitant with you, the number of its buildings, 
its trade, shipping, public edifices, charity schools, churches, 
and population was comparatively small. Now, how great 
the increase !_ I have lived among you to witness the exten- 
sion of your borders—the introduction of multiplied arts and 
manufactures—your extended commerce—abundant means 
of education, and for the promotion of science—the great 
number of institutions for the relief of diseased and afflicted 
humanity—the variety and richness of its public edifices, and 
particularly those erected for the worship of the God of our 
fathers—together with the vast increase of our population. 
All these produce an astonishing and most valuable change 
from the former state of our city, and need. only be occa- 
sionally contemplated, to excite deep feelings of gratitude to 
the Divine Author of all our blessings. While at the same 
time they should prompt us to the performance of all those 
private and social duties which are connected with the hope 
that our privileges shall continue to generations yet unborn. 

In concluding this, my last address, you will give me leave, 
once more, to express my sincere wishes, that the Mayor 
and Common Council of this favored city may perpetually 
enjoy the benediction of Heaven—receive that wisdom which 
is necessary to devise—prudence to manage—with that virtue 
and fortitude to govern, as shall issue in the unity, peace and 
prosperity of the community. Therefore with my sincere 
prayer, that these favors may crown your Honorable Board, 
and that in your own persons and social connexions you may 
enjoy the most unbounded felicity I conclude myself, 


Your grateful fellow citizen 
and servant in the Gospel, 
JOHN STANFORD. 








ANNUAL 
REPORT OF DEATHS. 


CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, 


FOR THE 


YEAR 1882. 











DOCUMENT NO. XLIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 12, 1833. 


The City Inspector has the honor to present the Annual 
Report of Deaths in the City and County of New York, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ABRAHAM D. STEVENS, 
City Inspector. 

Accepted, and directed to be printed. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk, 
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REMARKS. 





The City Inspector respectfully reports to the Board, the 
whole number of Interments in the City and County of New 
York, during the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
two, colored persons included, to be ten thousand three hun- 
dred and fifty-nine ; being three thousand nine hundred and 
ninety-six more than the preceding year. 

This increase in the deaths may be accounted for from the 
increased population; and more especially from the ravages 
of that pestilent epidemic, the Cholera, which will be per- 
ceived carried off in this City, three thousand five hundred 
and thirteen. 

The total number of deaths from Consumption amount to 
one thousand four hundred and fifteen, of which one hundred 
and sixty-two were people of color; the males exceeding 
the females, in this disease, twenty-seven, and exceeding the 
whole number of last year, three hundred and eighty-two. 

The number of deaths by Small Pox amounts to eighty- 
nine, being one hundred and fifty-five less than last year. 

This shows that much has been done by public institutions 
and benevolent individuals, to stop the spread of this loath- 
some disease. And it is to be hoped that they will not relax 
in their work of humanity, until the disease may not be known 


in our country. 
Respectfully submitted, 


ABRAHAM D. STEVENS, 
City Inspector. 
New York, January 5th, 1833. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 14, 1833. 


Report of the Special Committee, on the resolution of Mr. Bruen, 
to interdict the construction of Cemeteries, south cf 23d street. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred the Reso- 
lution of Mr. Bruen, to interdict the burial of the dead, 
(except in such places as are now used for that purpose, ) 
beg leave 


RESPECTFULLY TO REPORT, 


That the general principles which demonstrate the expedi- 
ency of this measure, have been fully set forth in an elabo- 
rate Report made by the Recorder, to the Common Coun- 
cil; the effect of which was the passage of the law to inter- 


35 
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dict the further burial of the dead, in the densely populated 
parts of the city, south of Grand street. 

The impropriety of permitting the burial of the dead with- 
in the city, under any circumstances, may well be called in 
question ; and as the whole of the Island south of 23d street 
will in all probability be occupied by a dense population, in 
less than ten years; and the greater part of the lots south of 
14th street, have become of great value, and many of them 
improved with some of the most splendid specimens of do- 
mestic architecture, that are to be found on this continent— 
it becomes the more expedient to declare at the present time, 
to the different religious denominations of the city, that all 
future burial places must be without the probable city 
bounds, for some time to come. They would recommend 
that in all leases of the various ferries that may be hereafter 
made, a reservation shall be inserted, of a privilege for all 
foot passengers, of passing free, either in going to or returning 
from funerals. There are sites on the Long Island shore, 
both at Brooklyn and Williamsburgh, well adapted for public 
cemeteries, which could be had at a much less price than the 
same quantity of ground upon this Island; and by giving the 
facility of a free passage over the ferries, it would be a great 
inducement for some of the churches who have burial places 
already in the city, to sell them, and remove the remains of 
those already buried, to the other side of the river. 


They are fully persuaded that the measure is required from 
views of public policy, which should transcend every other 
consideration ; and that as it may be, that the angel of death 
may again visit us with that frightful scourge, the Cholera— 
one of the precautionary sanitary regulations that it would 
be wise to adopt at the present time, would be the prevention, 
as far as is possible, of interments in the city. There is an 
additional reason, from the geological structure of the Island, 
which is based upon primitive rock, covered with an imper- 
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« 


vious clay or hard pan. A suitable site, with but a few ex- 
ceptions, cannot be found north of 14th ‘street, where it is 
practicable to have a cemetery. The public burial places 
belonging to the City, on this Island, is entirely unsuitable 
-for the purpose to which it is applied ; and the same con- 
sideration should induce the Corporation to seek for some 
suitable substitute. They would therefore respectfully re- 
commend the adoption of the Resolution. 

c. W. BRUEN, 

D. BANKS. 


Resolution offered by Mr. Bruen : 

Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur) That no 
Cemeteries, or Places of Burial, public or private, other than 
those now in use, and now constructing) be hereafter per- 
mitted south of Twenty-third street. 


PIR ay em SPT") 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 14, 1833. 


The following Message was received from the Hon. GiDEON 
Lee, Mayor of the City of New York, which was directed to 


be printed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


Gentlemen of the Common Council : 

Among the various duties required of the Mayor, by the 
amendments to our City Charter, is, that he communicate an- 
nually to the Common Council, a statement of the situation 
and condition of the city, in relation to its government, finan- 
ces, and improvements ; and to recommend the adoption of 
such measures connected with the public security, health, 
cleanliness, and ornament of the city, and improvement of 
its government, as shall be deemed expedient. 


As I am about entering upon the discharge of my official 
duties, I will take this opportunity of communicating to you 


| 
: 
, 
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such general views and observations in relation to these sub- 
jects, as the short time my attention has been called to them 
will enable me to make. 

The public health appears to me to demand our first and 
most deliberate consideration. 


We have, for the present, great cause to acknowledge our 
gratitude to Divine Providence, for our unusual exemption 
from disease of every kind ; but it is the province of discreet 
counsel to prepare for calamity in the season of prosperity. 


Our comparatively low latitude, our long continued warm 
summers, our extensive navigation, and our great commer- 
cial intercourse with all the world; our liability to, and our 
frequent attacks of the epidemic tropical fevers, induced our 
predecessors to procure the enactment of extensive quaran- 
tine laws, and numerous other municipal regulations in refer- 
ence to the public health, which together constitute a sana- 
tive code, with as few imperfections as experience and 
observation from time to time have hitherto been able to 
make it. 

There are, however, some discrepancies in this code, 
which require to be arranged and harmonized. 

Several of its provisions deemed useless in regard to 
health, and at the same time vexatious to our merchants, and 
injurious to our commerce, should be repealed, and the new 
and extraordinary character of the late wasting pestilence | 
may require additional enactments. 


This fearful disease, which has swept from among us so 
many of our fellow-citizens, has, for the present, happily dis- 
appeared,—but may it not return ? 

If we trace its history during the fifteen years of its appall- 
ing progress in Asia and Europe, we find it often re-visiting 
the places of its previous ravages, at periods of time, months, 


and even years subsequent, and in some instances with in- 
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creased violence. We may indeed hope, through the mercy 
of a good Providence, to be spared a second attack ; but 
ought we not to do all that human foresight can suggest, and 
all that human means can perform, to guard our City against 
the recurrence of scenes at which humanity shudders. 

That much may be done to mitigate the rigor, and check 
the ravages of this scourge of mankind, is admitted by all 
who are familiar with its character ; and although the recent 
perilous experience of the members of the Common Coun- 
cil will enable them, I doubt not, to devise and adopt suitable 
measures for these objects, I feel it a duty nevertheless, to 
communicate to you my views on a subjcct of such deep in- 
terest to every citizen. 

Leaving the Etiology of the epidemic Cholera to profes- 
sional science, confessing the originating cause, or causes, to 
be beyond the reach of my understanding, I proceed to some 
of the immediate and visible causes of its aggravation. 

That any great deficiency of nutriment, or food of a de- 
teriorated quality, may and did cause numerous individual 
cases of Cholera, while the epidemic influence was prevailing 
in this City, I have no doubt. 

The remedy for this evil is, in a great measure, in your 
power. The provisions of our General Health Laws, and of 
the City Charter, in my opinion, give the Common Council 
the entire contro] and regulation of the sales of all kinds of 
food within the City. 

I submit to your greater experience, the propriety of es- 
tablishing a more rigid inspection, as well for the dry and the 
salted or preserved fish, meats, and other provisions sold from 
the stores or vessels, as the fresh meats, fruits and vegetables, 
sold in the markets ; and I would recommend the exclusion 
from the City, during the summer months, of unripe or de- 
cayed fruits, and all unnutritious and indigestible vegetables. 
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The great waste of human life from diseases other than 
the Cholera, arising from improper nutriment, I cannot but 
think, will warrant these suggestions. 

The persons most injured from this cause are the poor 
and the improvident, who purchase whatever food they find 
cheap, without regard to its dangerous quality ; and these 
classes of citizens require your special guardianship, as con- 
servators of the general health. 

I am strongly impressed with the belief, that impure air is 
among the most powerful causes of aggravation in the epi- 
demic Cholera, and possibly a primary cause of its produc- 
tion. 


We cannot shut our eyes on the appalling mortality ex- 
hibited wherever this scourge has prevailed, within the spoiled 
atmosphere of prisons, poor-houses, ships, unventilated col- 
lieries, and in the densely crowded dwellings of the poor, 
where it has raged with mortal force, while all without was 
healthy. 

The greater number of the Public Institutions of this City 
are under the control of the Common Council, and in the 
feeling remembrance of the scenes of horror in similar 
places, both in Europe and America, I would recommend 
unusual attention to cleanliness, and the effectual ventilation 
of our existing pauper and prison houses; and the erection 
of such new buildings as shall be found necessary. 

1am not able to devise any convenient, and at the same 
time, legal remedy, for the too densely crowded dwellings of 
the suffering poor. 

Epidemic diseases usually make their first appearance in 
this class of houses; few of the inmates are aware of their 
own danger,—many of them are from high latitudes, or 
from the pure air and healthy exercises of agriculture, and 
unaccustomed to the precautions and restrictions which are 
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necessary for the preservation of health in a dense popula- 
tion and warm climate, and require your special protection, 
as well in reference to the public health as to themselves, 

I have reflected much on the possibility of applying that 
principle of law to the houses of a great City, which most 
nations have made applicable to navigation, in limiting the 
number of passengers to the capacity of the vessel, without 
coming however to any satisfactory conclusion. 

The private rights reserved to every individual by our 
political institutions may render any legislation in this cause 
difficult. 

I submit these suggestions to your discretion, with the hope 
that your experience may devise a remedy for the evil. 

The light of modern science must convince every one, 
that in a crowded city, a healthy atmosphere cannot exist 
without general cleanliness, and that debility and disease are 
the never failing consequences of filth. 

Of our dirty streets and wharves which are exposed to the 
public, we hear constant complaints, while the accumulated 
filth in our yards and interior premises escapes observation. 
These masses, generating and evolving gases, pernicious to 
health and fatal to life, had they been uncovered to the pub- 
lic view, had long since been removed. 

We are too apt to believe that the state of things to which 
we have been long accustomed, is the most proper. But al- 
though habit may reconcile us to a nuisance, habit can never 
yender it healthy, or counteract the great laws of nature ; 


-and believing firmly as I do, that the health and lives of our 


fellow-citizens require at this time, unusual attention to clean- 
liness 1 cannot too earnestly recommend, whatever may be 
the cost, the removal of all the nuisances alluded to, before 
the next warm season shall arrive. 

The slips and docks are another source of impurity, to our 


36 
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atmosphere, besides the injury arising from the constantly 
decaying wood material with which the bulkheads and piers 
are chiefly composed. 

The contraction of the water-ways under the piers, in 
connexion with the peculiar meetings of the North and East 
River tides, occasion a deposit of mud, which, combining with 
the drainage and offals from the city and the vessels in port, 
forms a mass of filth, which exposed to the sun at low water, 
emits large quantities of hydrogen gas, exceedingly deleteri- 
ous to health. 

It is believed that the only permanent remedy for this evil 
will be found in the substitution of stone for the wood mate- 
rial now used in these constructions. 


It is recorded with astonishment, by navigators and travel- 
ers visiting our shores, that the City of New York, with a 
population of more than two hundred thousand souls, pos- 
sessing nearly one half the entire foreign commerce of the 
nation, and destined speedily to become one of the greatest 
commercial cities in the world, should so long have retained 
her injurious wooden dock works, while most or all the cities 
of Europe, of one-fourth the commercial importance of this, 
have long since found stone or other hard materials more 
convenient, profitable and healthy. 


It would, perhaps be unreasonable to expect. that public 
improvements in our City, shall keep pace with the unlooked 
for and unparalelled rapidity of the increase of our wealth and 
numbers, and as so great a work as the entire change of 
wood for stone in the construction of wharves and piers 
would require many years, and would involve immense cost; 
and might, if commenced at this time, interfere with and im- 
pede another, and in my judgment a paramount public work 
in contemplation, the supplying the city with good water. 


I would therefore respectfully recommend, for the present, 
that the ordinary mode of cleaning the slips be continued 
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with increased vigor; and I suggest the expediency of con- 
tinuing the surveys of the slips, lately ordered by your Hon- 
orable Body, and of causing an examination of the various 
quarries in this vicinity, with a view of testing the several 
kinds of stone, in relation to their capacity, to endure the 
vicissitudes of our climate, when laid in a situation so trying 
as that of wharves and piers. : 

I understand the late Street Commissioner is preparing a 
Report, which is looked for with much interest, and which 
will greatly aid the Common Council in their investigation of 
this subject. 

From all the documents I have been able to peruse, 
and from my own observations, it does appear to me, that 
the energies of the Common Council may be most benefici- 


ally bestowed on the great work, of supplying the City with” 


wholesome water. It is not possible to render this city com- 
fortable, cleanly, or healthy, by any project or combination 
of means, short of the ample sources of fresh water in West 
Chester County, brought in full supply to every street in the 
City. : 
It is unnecessary to trouble you with my views, in much 
detail, at this time. I refer you to the voluminous documents 
in your possession on this subject ; and although some differ- 
ence in data and opinions are found in those documents, I 
believe the work not only practicable, but that it may be 
done at a cost far below its real value to the city, and that if 
sound policy should so advise, a large revenue may be ulti- 
mately derived from the sale of the water, for other objects 
of public improvement. 

That numerous difficulties and impediments will present 
themselves, in the prosecution of a work of such magnitude, is 
certain. Among these, may perhaps be the chartered rights 
claimed by the Manhattan Company, which like other legal 


‘ 
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or physical obstructions, should be surmounted by compro- 
mise, or otherwise, without prejudice or passion. 

Permit me now, to draw your attention to some of the 
legal and moral causes, which influence the character of a 
people, and retard or advance their public or private pros- 
perity. Any legislation that shall tend to prevent vice or 
crime, is universally conceded to be preferable to that, which 
merely prescribes and enforces the penalties. 

The general diffusion of knowledge, the extension of edu- 
cation, by teaching every individual his own best interests, 
and his surest road to happiness, are the best measures within 
the reach of legislation, for the promotion of general morality. 


In this belief, I recommend your constant vigilance over the 
common schools. 


The funds appropriated for their support are now ample, 
and no children in the city should be permitted to grow up, 
without learning at least to read and write. 


I have been presented with the copy of a plan now under 
discussion in the Public School Society, which promises, if 
adopted, a very great improvement, if not a radical reform, 
in our system of common school education. It is a part of 
the new projéct'to divide the several wards into small school 
districts, each embracing from fifty to eighty children, likely 
to attend a free school. That these primary schools be kept 
for the smaller children by respectable females, who will 
make themselves acquainted with every family in their re- 
spective districts, and that a higher grade of education be 
established in the large public school buildings, to which the 
children from the district schools are to be admitted at a suit- 
able time, to fininish their education. 

In my opinion the Watch Department requires the imme- 
diate attention of the Common Council. 


The number of Watchmen, however faithful and vigilant, 
are utterly insufficient to guard the property and persons of 
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the citizens. ‘There are some watch posts which cannot be 
carefully and watchfully patrolled in a less time than from one 
to two hours. Thus, while the Watchman is faithfully per- 
forming his duty in one point of his patrol, the incendiary or 
the burglar in the opposite, or most distant part, has from 
one to two hours unmolested leisure, to perform his nefarious 
work. 

From the best information I can obtain, the number of 
Watchmen have been increased not exceeding from fifteen to 
twenty-five per cent. during a period of time in which the 
population and the property of the City have been augment- 
ed one hundred per cent. 

The suspension of business at this season of the year, de- 
priving many persons of their usual employment and income 
—the loss of that income during the epidemic Cholera—the 
returning of numbers of laborers to the City from inland 
public works, are circumstances requiring your attention. It 
is at the same time a subject of congratulation, that the pro- 
perty and persons of our City, may be safely protected by a 
moderate number of our fellow-citizens, while most or all the 
large cities in Europe require an armed police. 

In the late revision of the Statutes of this State, the Police 
Laws applicable to this City, (unintentionally as I under- 
stand,) were materially injured, in so much that the deficiency 
of Police powers has rendered the duties of the Magistracy 
difficult and perplexing. I am gratified that measures are in 
progress in the Common Council, for application to the 
Legislature for a full and beneficial restoration of powers and 
amendments, in this branch of our Jurisprudence. 


In connexion with this subject, I would suggest for your 
consideration, the repeal of such Laws or Ordinances of the 
Common Council, which, from change of circumstances, 
have become obsolete, or from any cause are disregarded 
andinoperative. The continuance of such Laws or Ordin- 
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ances are obviously calculated to bring into disrepute the 
more wholesome and absolutely necessary municipal regula- 
tions. ; 


I have not been able to make myseif’sufficiently acquainted 
with the present state of the finances of the City, to warrant 
any suggestions at this time in relation to that important de- 
partment. On this and other subjects, it may become my 
duty to make occasional communications. 


I am aware that the multiplicity of duties devolving on the 
Common Council, will not admit of its present action on all 
the topics of this communication, and that the prosecution of 
the measures I have recommended, will require considerable 
pecuniary disbursements, and while I would earnestly urge 
great deliberation in appropriations, and strict economy and 
accountability in all expenditures, I am satisfied that a narrow 
and stinted limitation of means, for all necessary purposes of 
wholesome government, is the worst kind of economy. 


I feel confident that all judicious expenditures for the pro- 
motion of public health, and the protection of property, will 
be met with cheerfulness, by the good sense and patriotism of 
those on whom taxation chiefly falls, and the poor who are 
not required to contribute, will not fail to “‘ rise up and bless 
you.” 


GIDEON LEE. 
New York, January 2, 1835. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLVL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 14, 1833. 


Report of the Commitiee on Police, Watch and Prisons, on the 
application of Mr. Labagh to remove the body of Mrs. Ni- 
cholson to the Trinity Church Vault. Adopted. 

Joun W. RicHarpson, Clerk. 


The Police Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of A. Labagh, Esq., to have the privilege of removing the re- 
mains of Mrs. Frances Nicholson, to her Family Vault in 
Trinity Church Cemetery, 


REPORT, 


That they cannot grant the request of the petitioner without 

violating the Laws and Ordinances of the Corporation. 
Should this application be granted, it would serve as a pre- 

cedent for future applications of a similar nature, and a com- 
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pliance would not only be dangerous to the public health, but 
would make our Jaws a perfect nullity. 


The petitioner, and the relatives of the deceased, are no 
doubt aware of the right to remove the body of the deceased 
to the place desired, subject however to the penalty and pay- 
- ment of Two Hundred and fifty Dollars. Your Committee 
offer the following resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, That it is unnecessary, and contrary to law, to 
grant the request of the petitioner. 

D. BANKS, 
PETER S. TITUS, 
JAMES RIKER, 
Committee on Police. 
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-DOCUMENT NO. XLVII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 28, 1833. 


Report of the Street Committee, on the petition of Samuel B. 
Ruggles, to open and name a new street. Adopted, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Samuel B. Ruggles to open and name the new street or 
avenue, between and parallel to the Third and Fourth 
Avenues, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the petitioner, in the years 1831 and 1832, succeeded; 

after a series of complicated and difficult negotiations, in unit- 

ing in one compact rectangular tract, numerous detached 

parcels of land of irregular shape, lying adjacent to each other 
37 
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in the Twelfth Ward of this city: which parcels thus united 
and consolidated, the petitioner has since laid out into up- 
wards of five hundred valuable building lots. At the time the 
petitioner thus acquired this large tract of land, its surface was 
exceedingly uneven, requiring the excavation and embank- | 
ment of upwards of a million loads of earth, to conform it to 
the Corporation level. This great and valuable work the 
petitioner during the last eighteen months, has prosecuted with 
characteristic and unremitting activity, so that the whole will 
probably be completed within the present year ; thus levelling, 
regulating, and rendering available, for the use of our rapidly 
increasing population, a broad, central section of this city, 
extending in length from Fifteenth to Twenty-seventh-street, 
a distance of nearly two-thirds of a mile. 


In order further to enhance the value of these lands, and 


“to embellish and adorn the city, the petitioner at his individual 


expense, has laid out forty-two lots of land, between the 
Third and Fourth Avenues, in an open ornamental square, 
which he is now surrounding with an elegant iron fence, and 
has bound himself to keep open forever. 


As a further auxiliary, he has laid out a spacious street or 
avenue, seventy-five feet wide, parallel to and between the 
Third and Fourth Avenues, extending north from Fourteenth 
to Thirty-first street, and running nearly half a mile through 
his own lands ; and he has attended before the State Legis- 
lature and procured the passage of the statute necesary to 
lay down this avenue upon the map of the city. 


Upon that portion of this avenue, between Fourteenth and 
Twentieth streets, the petitioner proposes to erect costly 
buildings ; and he therefore now petitions that it may be 
duly opened and regulated. _ fees 

Your Committee deem it due to the petitioner, that the 
Common Council should afford every reasonable facility to 
the extensive and valuable improvements already made and 
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in a state of completion by him; and perceiving no objec- 
tion to the proposed measure, they recommend to the Board 
the adoption of the subjoined resolutions. 

In reference to naming the street, the Committee report that 
the petitioner solicits the Corporation “ to allow him, in tes- 
timony of the respect and gratitude justly due to our dis- 
tinguished countryman, Wasuineton Irvine, to confer 
upon this portion of the avenue the name of ‘Irvine Piacz.’” 

Your Committee willingly respond to this request of the 
petitioner, believing that the compliment is merited by one 
who has done so much to elevate the name and character of 
America, both at home and abroad. 

The Committee therefore respectfully offer the following 
resolutions, and recommend their adoption : 

Resolved, That so much of the new street or avenue, laid 
down on the map of the city of New York, between and pa- 
rallel to the Third and Fourth Avenues, extending from the 
north line of Fourteenth street to the south line of Twentieth 
street, be opened and regulated, and that the Counsel adopt 
the necessary measures for that purpose ; and that all papers 
required for that purpose be authenticated in the usual 
manner. 

Resolved, That the said street from Fourteenth to Twen- 
tieth street, be named and known hereafter as “Irvine 
Puace.” 

WILLIAM W. HOLLY, 
Chairman, 

GEORGE SUTTON, 

FRANCIS FICKETT. 
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JANUARY 28, 1833. 


Report of the Police Committee on the petition of T. Storm and 
C. F. Bunner, to remove the remains of Mrs. Bunner to the 
Family Vault in the Middle Dutch Church Yard. Adopted. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Police Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Thomas Storm and C. F. Bunner, 


REPORT, 


That these applications of late have become so frequent, and 
reported upon so fully, that your Committee deem it ne- 
cessary at this time only to say, that a compliance with the 
request of the petitioners would be a direct violation of the 
Laws and Ordinances, and should the Corporation grant per- 
mission in a solitary instance, a precedent would be set, and 
applications for the removal of dead bodies would be endless. 


Your Committee know that the great end and object of _ 
the Law -is the certainty of carrying the same into effect ; 

- without it all Law becomes nullity ; it is a duty upon us to 
enforce them in every particular, and they will then not 

~ only be respected | but compel implicit obedience. : 


_ The following resolution i is offered for adoption : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners be denied. 
D. BANKS, — 
PETER 8. TITUS, 
_JAMES RIKER, 
3 Police Commitiee. 
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BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. — 


JANUARY 28, 1833. 


Report and resolution on the subject of the New York Society 
Library. Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


. 


THE PETITION 
Of the Trustees of the New York Society Library, 
To the Common Council of the City of New York, 


RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH: 


That so early as the year 1754, the New York Society 
Library existed as a literary institution, and then was cherish- 
ed by the Common Council of the City ; for it held its meet- 
~ ings and deposited its books in the old Exchange in Broad 
street, a building belonging 1o the city. It received a charter 
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from the Colonial Government in the year 1772, and con- 
tinued to flourish, till the events of the Revolutionary War 
scattered its members and its books. 

In the year 1789 its charter was renewed by tis Legisla- 
ture of the State, and the Corporation of the City assigned it 
a room in the old City Hall. This room, the best that could 
be spared, was nevertheless, after some years, not sufficiently 
large or convenient for the library ; and the Trustees of it, 
with great exertion and expense, erected their present 
building. 

Since that time it has gone on through many struggles, un- 
aided by state or municipal patronage, to its present condi- 
tion, It now contains about twenty thousand volumes ; 
many of them the most valuable and rare. It has always 
opened its doors to strangers and citizens, for the purposes of 
literary research, and has by this liberality, constituted itself, © 
in fact, a public library. 


Besides this great property in books, the library possesses 
a permanent annual income of nearly two thousand dollars, 
and it owns, in fee, the library building in Nassau street: but 
the location of that building, at one end of the City, is incon- 
venient for a public library, and the plan upon which it was 
built, renders it unfit for the present large and fast increasing 
number of the books of the Society. The Trustees have, 
therefore, for some time, been looking for a better situation, 
and now submit to the Corporation, the plan which they wish 
to effect. 


Their building in Nassau street will probably sell for a price, 
which, after the payment of a debt of two thousand seven 
hundred and fifty dollars, (the only one the Society owes,) 
would leave towards a new location, a very considerable sum. 
This sum, the Trustees have no doubt, would be adequate 
to the erection of a handsome building, in all respects suited 
for a great public library ; but it would not be adequate also; 


. 
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to the purchase of ground, properly situated, on which to 
erect it. 

They, therefore, ask of the Corporation of the City, a 
grant of some piece of ground near the City Hall, asa site for 
the library, subject to the condition, that it shall be always 
leased for a library, and that the members of the Corporation, 
and the officers of the state, and general governments, shall 
have free access to the books. 

If the Trustees receive such a grant, the building in Nas- 
sau street will be sold, and a sum fully adequate, will be ap- 
plied to the erection of such a building as shall be creditable 
to the city and to the institution. A library of twenty thou- 
sand volumes, with permanent means of rapid increase, will 
then be deposited near the Hall, in a spacious handsome 
building, and its Trustees may then with great propriety in- 
scribe upon its portal, the name by which it has always com- 
monly been called, “Tue City Lisrary.” 

The Trustees of the New York Society Library, do not 
feel, on this occasion, like ordinary petitioners: they consi- 
der this Honorable body as much interested as themselves in 
the furtherance of their plan. Legislative bodies, national, 
state and municipal, are in the habit of appropriating money 
for the establishment of libraries, for their ownuse. The 
plan proposed would, without any such appropriation, esta- 
blish a library already great, and rapidly increasing, of which 
the Corporation of the City would always have the use, in the 
immediate neighborhood of the City Hall. 

All agree that a great public library is of primary import- 
ance :—in a free country, and a flourishing city it is eminently 
so; but great as is our state, and flourishing as is our city, we 
have been reproached with a relative inferiority in this most 
important matter. The Trustees will not undertake to say 
that this reproach is entirely unjust ; but this they will say, 
that with twenty thousand volumes, such as they possess, in- 

38 
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creasing rapidly, and deposited in such a building as they 
contemplate, the reproach would soon cease to be made. 

It is with such views, that the Trustees of the New York 
Society Library, have presented to this Honorable Body, this 
their petition. 

New York City, December 15th, 1832. 

By order of the Trustees, 
JOHN I. MORGAN, Treasurer, 
New York. Society Library. 

Evert A. BancKeEr, 

Secretary, N. Y. S. Library. 


The Committee to whom was referred the petition of the 
New York Society Library, 


REPORT, 


That the Trustees of that Institution ask of the Common 
Council, a grant of some piece of ground near the City Hall, 
asa site fora Library. If they receive such grant, they say 
they will erect an edifice which shall be creditable to the city, 
and deposit in it their large and valuable library, giving the 
use of it to the Corporation forever. 

It appears to your Committee, that this Literary Institu- 
tion has existed in this city as early as the year 1754, at 
which time, to use the language of your petitioners, “it was 
cherished by the Common Council of the City.” The Le- 
gislature of the State renewed its colonial charter in 1789, 
when the Corporation of New Yorkassigned for its use, aroom 
in the old City Hall, which, after some time, was not found 
sufficiently commodious. The Trustees erected, under 
many difficulties, the building now in their possession, in 
Nassau street, where the institution has since struggled on, 
unaided by municipal or state patronage: The Library con- 
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tains about twenty thousand volumes, many of them the most 
valuable, and daily increasing in number and value. 

Your Committee have no hesitation in giving it as their 
opinion, that the liberal and patriotic views evinced by the 
Trustees of the New York Society Library, as set forth in 
their petition now under consideration, should be met in a 
corresponding spirit in the City Authorities ; and that not to 
do so, would be to legislate adverse to the interest and will of 
the enlightened and liberal citizens of New York—viewing, 
as they do, that in the promotion of education, every avenue 
should be opened which leads to the stores of useful know- 
ledge ; and that the object should be, not only to make it 
honorable and profitable, but easy and convenient to be em- 
ployed in the advancement of science and learning. 

Your Committee deem it unnecessary to say more in this 
report; but beg to call your attention to the petition, which 
it is believed will induce your approval of the following, viz : 

Resolved, That as it has heretofore been considered inex- 
pedient to remove the building on Broadway, called the 
Bridewell, that it be assigned to the New York Society Li- 
brary; on the following conditions :—That it shall be orna- 
mented and fitted up by the ‘Trustees, in conformity with the 
plan which shall be decided upon by the Mayor, and the 
Committees on Arts and Sciences of the two Boards. And 
the building to be held by said Trustees, so long only as it 
shall by them be used as their library, or so long as the Com- 
mon Council shall not make any other disposition of the pro- 
perty : in which last case, the Trustees of the Library are to 
be repaid such proportion of their expenditure, in ornament- 
ing and fitting up the building, as shall be decided by three 
respectable citizens, to be chosen, one by the Common 
Council, one by the Trustees, and the third by the two so 
‘chosen. And on the further condition, that the present and 

future members of the. Common Council, and the heads of 


> 


to the an of the ira spare am ge 
JAMES 1 MONBOR. a “a 
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JANUARY 28, 1833. 


COMPTROLLER’S REPORT. 


The reading thereof was on motion dispensed with, and double the 
usual number of copies ordered to be printed, under the direction 
of the Comptroller. 

JoHN W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Comptroller respectfully presents to the Common 
Council, the several statements hereunto annexed, as showing 
the amount necessary to be raised by tax, for the disburse- 
ments of the current year. 

That marked A, exhibits the estimated and actual nett re- 
ceipts under the same heads of account for the past year. 
That marked B, exhibits in the same manner 
the estimated and actual nett payments for 
the same period ; by which there appears to. 
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have been disbursed, beyond the amount 

provided for by the tax of 1832, the nett 

gum of - - = “2.:.=. «=. $177,846 08 
C, is an estimate of the sums that will most 

probably be required to meet the nett (or- 

dinary) expenditures, under the several 

heads of account as therein mentioned; and 

for the several special appropriations, also 

therein named, amounting to the sum of 816,375 '72 


Total, $994,220 80 
To meet which, the statement marked D, ex- 
hibits the revenue to be derived from other 
sources than taxation, estimated at - 165,700 00 


Leaving the sum of - ¢ = = $828,520 80 
to be raised by tax, for the year 1833 ; and this amount will be 
found, (on examining statement C,) not to provide for any 
material additions to the ordinary expenditure, nor for any 
extra demands not therein detailed—as for example, the pro- 
jected increase of the Watch, if carried into effect would of it- 
self swell the amount wanted very materially—the Comptroller 
would therefore repeat his suggestion of the last year; that 
if any expenditures are contemplated, of which he cannot be 
supposed to be informed, it will be necessary to increase the 
tax in proportion to the expected new demand. 

As the payments have so far exceeded the estimate for the last 
year, it is deemed proper to bring to the notice of the Com- 
mon Council, some of the accounts under which the prin- 
cipal increase were made; thus, the amount expended 
under the Board of Health, by reason of the Eripemic, 
and which could not possibly have been. anticipated, 
amounted alone, tothe sum of - 2 $100,000 00 


Cieanine StREETs—an alteration in the Law relating to this 
subject, which was not contemplated at the date of the 
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estimate, caused an increase of expense, to the amount of 
about -«.. = - + 9,=) = += '.-§. 24,000: 00 


Roaps—under this head, the amount of expenditure could 
not reasonably have been anticipated ; for by comparison 
of the expense of previous years, that of 1831 was consi- 
dered, at the time, as excessive ; and there being no con- 
tract in existence for continuing the expenditure on the 
Third Avenue, nor on the other roads, which had been 
but recently so favorably reported on, the Comptroller 
supposed his estimate of $20,000, to be a liberal one ; it 
has however been exceeded in thesum of $62,854 20 


The balance of the increased disbursements is mostly to 
be accounted for by payments under the special appropria- 
tions, as per statement B. 


Although the amount required to be raised by tax, is in- 
creased very far beyond that of all former years, yet it must 
be considered, that the circumstances which have tended 
most to produce this necessity, were very peculiar, and may 
not, as it is sincerely to be desired they should not, again 
occur. 


The fact of having applied the last year for a sum beyond 
- the estimated wants, diminishes the present year’s require- 
ments about $40,000 ; and seems to furnish an argument in 
favor of a similar provision, in the application now to be made 
to the Legislature. 


As a full provision for the payment of the current expen- 
ses of the City as they accrue, appears to be the only certain 
method of avoiding a resort to other than temporary loans, 
and thereby preventing an increase of the permanent debt, 
the Comptroller would respectfully recommend, that au- 
thority be applied for, to raise the whole amount estimated, 
with such an addition for contingencies, as to the better in- 
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Statement of the estimated and actual nett Receipts for the year 
1832, under the following Heads of Account, viz : 


Estimated. 

Annual Rents, - - $100,000 00 
Auction Duties—from the 
State Treasury, - - 10,000 00 
Arrears of Taxes, - - 3,500 00 


Commutation for Alien Passengers, 20,000 00 





Mayoralty Fees, - - 1,900 00 
Penalties, - ~ - 1,100 00 
Tavern and Excise Licenses, 22,500 00 

$159,000 00 


Amount received beyond the estimate is $7,041 19. 


39 


Actual. 
$94,290 18 


10,000 00 
5,649 91 
31,017 50 
1,519 25 
1,386 40 
22,178 00 


— 


$166,041 19 
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Statement of the estimated and actual nett Payments for the year 
1832, under the following Heads of Account; viz : 


Estimated. Actual. 

Alms House, Bridewell and 

Penitentiary, - - - $135,000 $139,484 45 
Board of Health, - - - 2,000 102,575 87 
Charities, - - - - 4,000 4,400 00 
Cleaning Streets, - - 5,000 28,987 24 
Coroners’ Fees and Expenses, 3,300 3,183 46 
County Contingencies, - 17,500 20,474 96 
Courts, - - - 27,000 24.428 38 
Docks and Slips, - = - 30,000 37,138 14 
Elections, - - - = 8,500 8,615 00 
Fire Department, - - ~ 12,000 13,942 10 
Interest, - - - - 50,000 87,744 84 
Intestate Estates, - - 1,000 771 O1 
Justices Courts, - - eee 2,000 4,809 22 
Lamps and Gas, — = 38 63,000 61,052 97 
Markets, - - - - 12,000 8,831 74 
Police, - - - - 12,000 12,196 05 
Printing and Stationary, ee 4,500 5,092 79 
Repairs and Supplies, - = - 10,000 16,508 25 
Roads, - - - - 20,000 $2,854 20 
Salaries, - - ~ - 85,500 - _ 837,024 07 
Street Expenses, - - 15,000 16,870 71 
Watch, - - - - 95,000 90,257 35 
Wells and Pumps, - - 3,500 3,927 42 
Public Reservoir, for current expenses, 3,000 4,249 20 





$565,300 $760,419 42 
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Payments made under the Special Appropriations of 1831, which. 
being in progress of expenditure, were provided for in the esti- 
mate for 1832. 2 


‘ . Payments. 
Old Debtor’s Jail, - - - $12,000 ° $8,798 50 
Fence on Chambers street, - - 2,000 1,572 39 
Privies in the Park, - - - 2,500 2,500 00 
Farms on Long Island, - - 900 900 00 
Ferry House at Hell Gate, L. I. - 700 482 50 
Pier foot of Harrison street, - *1,700 
Tenth Avenue, working from Fifty-first 

to Seventieth street, - *1 75 
Stoves for sundry offices, - - =< (00s 
Gas Lamp Posts, - - - 7,000 
Bulkhead on West street near Fort 

Gansevoort, - - > 6,000 


$35,175 $14,253 39 


Payments made under Special Appropriations, made subsequent 
to the estimates for 1832. 


Privies in the Park, , - - - - - $242 00 
Old Alms House, altering and repairing, = - 8,472 73 
Coal for. Charitable Distribution, - - - ~ + §,731 21 


Public Reservoir—for further excavations, $1,027 00 

—for extending the lines of pipes, 12,788 35—13,815 35 
Houses for the children on the Long Island Farms, 6,000 00 
Watch and Engine House, corner of Delancey and 


Attorney streets, *- - - - - 4,527 40 

Market Ground and Houes, corner of Greenwich 
Lane and Sixth Avenue, - = -° 12,076 00 
$50,864 69 


* Payments included under the general heads of account. 
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Payments under General Heads of Ac- 

count, - - - - $760,419 42 
Do. Special Appropriations of 1831, 14,253 39 
Do. Special Appropriations of 1832, 50,864 69 






: ; $825,587 50 
Amounts estimated under general heads ee 
of Account, | - - - — $565,300 

Do. Special Appropriations of 1831, 35,175 








600,475 00 





- Amount expended beyond the sum estimated is $225,062 50 
From which deduct the amount provided Lae 
to meet extra demands, being the 
difference between the tax actu- 










ally raised, - - ° = $550,000 00 
And the nett amount estimated as per 
‘. last year’s report, = - S 509,828 77 
$40,176 23 





Also, the amount of receipts beyond 
the estimate as per statement A 
herewith, - - - 7,041 19 







47,217 42 


Which leaves a nett disbursement of ve $177,845 08 
beyond the amount provided for ; 
by the tax of 1832, 







eee | 
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Estimate for the nett Expenditures of 1833, under the several 


Heads of Account stated in the following list viz: 


Nett Estimated 
Expenditures Nett Expendi- 
of 1832: tures for 1833. 


Alms House, Bridewell, & Penitentiary, $189,484 45 $145,000 








Board of Health, : § 102,575 87 10,000 
Charities, ¢ ‘ - 4,400 00 5,000 
Cleaning Streets, .. - i 28,987 24 35,000 
Coroner’s Fees and Expenses; . 3,183 46 3,500 
County Contingencies, F 20,474 96 20,000 
Courts, . 6 i . 24,428 38 27,000 
Docks and Slips, . i : 37,138 14 30,000 
Elections, ; a : 3,615 00 4,500 
Fire Department, - ; 13,942 10 15,009 
Interest, ‘ ; 87,744 84 55,000 
Intestate Estates, s re 771 O01 1,000 
Justices Courts, . 5 4,809 22 4,000 
Lands and Places, hevekigfore in- 
cluded in Contingencies,) 5 3,500 
Lamps and Gas, . A a 61,052 97 66,000 
Markets, : = 2 8,831 74 10,000 
Police, . : ‘ ; 12,196 05 15,000 
Printing and Stationery, . ; 5,092 79 5,500 
Public Reservoir—for current expenses, 4,249 20 4,500 
Repairs and Supplies, ; 16,508 25 15,000 
Roads—exclusive of the Third penne 17,672 70 15,000 
Third Avenue, . : 65,181 50 83,000 
Salaries, ‘ . ; 87,024 07 40,000 
Street Expenses, . ; F 16,870 71 25,000 
Watch, F F . 90,257 85 102,000 


Wells and Pumps, bee : 8,927 42 4,500 
" $694,000 
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Sprczran Appropriations, the most of which are in progress of 


Expenditure, viz : 
Pipes for conveying Water, account of Purchase, 


a balance of - 2 3 a ss , 
account of laying them down, 


balance of - - - - - - 
Pier and Bulkhead at Market street Slip, and two 
Piers at Clinton street, balance of - - - 
Pier and Sewer foot of Canal street, a balance of 
Pier foot of North Moore street, - - - 
Bulkhead on West street, near Fort Gansevoort, 
Bulkheads foot of Gouverneur street, balance, - 
Gas Lamp Posts, - - - - - 
Old Debtors’ Jail, (or Records Office ) a balance of 
County Clerk’s Office, Repairs and Fixtures, — - 
Hlouses for the Children on the L. I. Farms, a 
balance of - - - - - 
Old Alms House, fitting ae for U. States 
Courts, Scc., a balance of - - - - 
Arranging and Printing the Laws of the State re- 
lating particularly to the we of New York, a 





balance of - - - - = is u 
Truck for Hook and Ladder Company No. 4, and 
'. three Hose Carts, = 3 z é 
Information relative to eons the City with 

Water, a balance of - “ z “ ei 
Fixtures for Bust of De Witt Clinton, es 
Portrait of the Hon. Walter Bowne, - = = 
12st street from 3d Avenue to Randal’s Dock, re- 


pairing = - - - - - - 
10th Avenue between 51st and 70th street, work- 
ing, a balance of - - eco z 


10th Avenue between 88th and 44th street, working 

a balance of - - - = = . 

8th Avenue south of the Bloomingdale Road, re- 

pairing, a balance of - - _ = 

Board of Health (amount not yet called for) - 
Carried over, 


$24,425 45 


2,786 20 

10,625 00 
6,563 50 

10,000 00 
6,000 00 

3,100 00 

7,500 00 

4,101 90 

200 00 


1,000 00 


1,139 25 


750 00 
515 00 
594 42 
300 00 
300 00 
100 00 
175 00 


200 00 


2,000 00 
15,000 00 


$97,375 72 
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Brought over, $97,375 72 
To which, add the balance of appropriation for the 
Market ground, corner of 6th Avenue and Green- _ z 


wich Lane, for payment of which Bonds were 
issued, that are now to be provided for as not 
coming within the denomination of Loans in an- 





ticipation of the revenue, = - ~ - - 25,000 00 
: $122,375 72 
Amount brought over, - gl ie - 694,000 00 


$816,375 72 





Mag aste of Revenue to be derived from the several sources as 
herein named, viz t ae FEE 
chp Reng oe OR ‘Ati 
Auction Duties, from the State Treasury, : : 10,000 
_ Arrears of Taxes, =o - Sonelee oat 5,000 
- Commutation of Alien Passengers, i 95,000 
Mayoralty i ee een anhgucad JadeMD., 
Penalties, - - ° - - - Seopa 1,200 
Tavern and Excise Licenses, -  - $30,000 
Less expenses of issuing, $1,500 
Public School Society’s 
Srna = =. 1,500 
_ House of Refuge claim, 4,000 7,000: 23,000 


"$165,700 
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DOCUMENT NO. LI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1833. 


The Committee on Arts and Sciences, &c., to whom wae referred the 
petitions of the Mechanics’ Institute, and the College of Phar- 
macy, presented the following report. Laid on the table, and 
made the special order of the day at the next meeting. 

Joun W. RICHARDSON, Clerk. 


eS 


The Committee to whom was referred the petitions of the 
College of Pharmacy, and Mechanics’ Institute, beg leave 


RESPECTFULLY TO REPORT, 


That there now exist in this city, the Lyceum of Natural 
History, the Mechanics’ Society, the Mechanics’ Institute, 
and the College of Pharmacy, all deyoted to the diffusion of 
knowledge and practical science. The Lyceum of Natural 
History possesses specimens in Mineralogy, comparative 
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Anatomy, books embracing works relative to these depart- 
ments, to the value of fifteen thousand dollars. The Me- 
chanics’ Society has a Library called the Apprentices’ Li- 
brary,” of the value of five thousand dollars. The Me- 
_ chanics’ Institute, and College of Pharmacy, materials for 
‘the illustrating their several branches, to the value of two 
thousand five hundred dollars. These expenditures in the 
aid of Science, amount to twenty-two thousand five hundred 
dollars. The liberality of a few individuals has accumulated 
these important means of extending the lights of knowledge 
among a class of the community which’ would have been 
destitute of moral improvement and intellectual cultivation, 
had not their zeal been stimulated by the most beneficent 
objects and elevated purposes. 

The system of education adopted by the liberality of our 
State, ceases when its common rudiments have been taught, 
and the Mechanic, during his apprenticeship, is left entirely 
destitute of informing himself upon his art, except by the ex- 
perience of his employer. The Seminaries of learning are 
closed to him by the high price of admission, or are not ac- 
cessible by the hours that are employed in his daily occupa- — 
tion. The evening, which constitute his moments of leisure, 
offer no attraction for mental cultivation, and must be spent 
in some amusement—in the dissipation of the Theatre,—in 
the unprofitable discussion of politics,—or in the revelry of 
the ale house. It is to substitute a love of Science, and a 
thirst for the acquisition of knowledge for these moral wastes, 
that the liberal projectors of these institutions demand the 
aid of our City Authorities. 


These Institutions should be fostered, because they impart 
to the recipient, a better acquaintance with his own powers: 
—more expanded views of the dignity of his own nature, and . 
a better knowledge of. the principles of liberty which he in- 
herits from his country. — It is in vain that numerous Benevo- 
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lent Societies are appealing to the moral sense of the commu- 
nity, when the active powers of the mind are absorbed by the 
profligacy of the passions, or subdued by the controlof vicious 
passions. The purposes of education are poorly obtained 
when they extend no further than the mere mechanical at- 
tainments of reading and writing ; it is the moral effects that 
are to be brought out, that society may understand its relations, 
as well as its compact. How can it be expected that the 
great principle of universal suffrage can be sustained, except 
it be by the close and rigorous inspection of a mind that 
asserts its own rights by a knowledge of its own powers ; or 
how can our liberty be preserved, except it be by a knowledge 


of the. difference which exists between matter moving among ~ 


its own particles, and that freedom which has its impulse 
in intellectual endowment? Cultivation is the great boast 
of our species, and forms. the great line between instinct and 
reason. Andif the progressive improvement of our nature, 
be the great and distinguishing mark, which separates us from 
the brute creation, upon what principle can we deny to our 
fellow man, the benefits which this leading quality confers on 
him? Who can contemplate, without delight, the Lord 
Chancellor of England, Brougham, descending from his high 
station, where every thing which can gratify pride, or excite 
ambition, is constantly within his grasp, retiring to his study 
and conveying to the Mechanic the familiar illustrations of 
some obstruse science, or complicated art? The Library of 
Useful Knowledge is a monument to him, that time can never 
reach, for its inscription is found in the moral improvement 
of his Country. 


These institutions do not contemplate a system of Educa- 
tion that is ornamental, but they sustain a plan which is em- 
phatically practical; they embrace Natural Philosophy in its 
application to Manufactures, Architecture, Surveying and 
Drawing. 
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These branches of Science have an immediate bearing 
upon the business of life, and consequently recommend 
themselves to public patronage. The limits of a Report do 
not permit details ; but they are too self evident for illustra- 
tion, even if it did. , 

It is a matter of deep regret, that New York, with a popu- 
lation of 220,000, does not possess one building devoted to 
scientific purposes. France and England have expended 
their thousands, and even Germany with its despotic govern- 
ment, is generous to Letters. ‘To them the cause of Science 
cannot have equal claims, where the people form so small a 
portion in its interests ; but in our Republic, where all have 
equal rights, the duty of extending the boundaries of know- 
ledge, is more pressing and less equivocal. If we hope to 
perpetuate the blessings of Freedom, it must be by securing 
the best cultivation of talent, and encouraging eapacities to 
its full desire. If our institutions cannot bear the illumination 
of intelligence, they are soon destined to fall before others 
which are created by it. In London there is an institute for 
mechanics, where all useful branches of science are taught 
with the best effects, and the improvement which has thus far 
manifested itself, has created new impulses for further exer- 
tion. Books corresponding to the wants of mechanics have 
been prepared, and are now issuing in a cheap form, and 
their circulation has increased beyond the most sanguine ex- 
pectations of the projectors of this method of diffusing know- 
ledge. Philadelphia has her Franklin Institute and a Journal 
devoted to Science. Boston has also increased the means of 
placing before her mechanics, the ability to obtain informa- 
tion beyond the common rudiments of education. 

New York then stands alone, she does not possess a sin- 
gle hall, where a distinguished stranger can communicate the 
fruits of his knowledge to her citizens. Private munificence 
has done every thing, while public bounty has been closed to 
the important subject of substantial and practical education. 
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Our merchants have erected for their clerks a building 
which does honor to their liberality, and for which they re- 
ceive a compensation as gratifying to their pride, as it is be- 
neficial to the city ; here the best talents are enlisted, and al- 
ready the moral and intellectual character of the clerk is 
advancing from the lessons of practical wisdom, which are 
here liberally extended to him. 

The Mechanics’ Society has a library and a reading room, 
where many apprentices assemble for instruction. When 
the establishment was first formed, its continuance was con- 
sidered doubtful, and with many, hopeless. The apprentices 
had an evident distaste for reading, and perseverance alone 
has secured a result, which is evinced in the increased in- 
quiry for books, a more orderly deportment, and moral im- 
provement. 


The Mechanics’ Institute now comprises four hundred 
members, and if their means would permit, they soon would 
be increased to one thousand. 


This Institution employs a Lecturer upon Natural Philoso- 
phy, Chemistry, and Mathematics, and has already a library of 
five hundred volumes. ‘The members are generally poor, 
yet they contribute liberally to extend’a plan of more liberal 
education. 


There are in this city upwards of ten thousand mechanics, 
who are left destitute of the advantage which properly belongs 
to them. The legislature has been liberal and even lavish to 
the Colleges of’ the State, which are in fact intended for the 
rich ; but to the mechanic, who indeed needs public bounty, 
she-has been neglectful and parsimonious. To the Common 
Council he now looks with confidence for that assistance 
which has so unjustly been withheld from him ; and there is 
no doubt if the State is awakened to its true interest, by the 
spirit and liberality of our City, a correspondent disposition 
will be manifested to his advantage. 
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Our government is strictly democratic ; property has no 
representation, and if we wish to preserve the honest gain of 
the industrious, the controlling power of education can alone 
secure an equal distribution of right ; ignorance soon creates 
a mob, while the transforming power of intelligence exalts 
our nature, strengthens its powers, and bases society upon 
moral freedom. 


Many complain of universal suffrage ; the injury is not in 
the act, but in the improper exercise of it. If there be any 
injury, it is found in the array of physical force against inteli- 
gence, and to subdue the former by the cultivation of the 
latter, will constitute a work of growing importance to our 
City and State. 


If we fear infidelity, agrarian principles and intemperance, 
our only refuge is in disseminating knowledge in every 
form. The object of education is to create a moral sense in 
the community, and when it exists, fanaticism falls from our 
religion, defined principles of government are substituted for 
selfish considerations ; and then public opinion make laws, 
and find remedies for evils. Many of our laws are dead 
letters, for they are either in advance of public opinion, or 
the restrictions they impose, form too strong bands for the 
existence of society. 

If these institutions are to elevate the prosperity of our 
Republic, in this signal manner, shall we not aid their gener- 
ous purposes, and disinterested intentions 3 

The Committee cannot apprehend that individual enter- 
prize, in so laudable a cause, will be permitted to wither and 
die in the shade of public restriction. They cherish the hope, 
that the collected energies of every class of this community, 
will now be brought to aid and sustain the sanction which 
this Common Council is prepared to give to pursuits, which 
must result in the improvement of the moral and intellectual 
condition of our City. 
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They therefore propose, that the Common Council should 
petition the Legislature to release to them, two lots of ground, 
adjoining the New York Dispensary, now in the possession 
of the State, for the purpose of erecting a building to accom- 
modate these Institutions; and that the Counsel of the 
Board be authorized to prepare a Memorial to effect the 
above object. 

J. R. RHINELANDER, 
JAMES PALMER, 
PETER SHARPE, 
JAMES MONROE, 
GEORGE W. BRUEN, 
JEREMIAH TOWLE. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LIL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 25, 1833. 


Report from the Commissioners of the Alms House. Referred 
to Committee on Charity and Alms House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk, 


The Commissioners of the Alms House respectfully re- 
present to the Common Council, that the state of the Lunatic 
Asylum Establishment at Bellevue, requires, in their opinion, 
some further provision on the part of the public authorities. 

‘By the present arrangement, the sick and the i insane are 
crowded together in one building, and although the apart- 
ments of the latter are separated, as far as practicable, from 

41 
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those of the former, it is impossible to prevent the yells and 
cries of the lunatics from reaching the ears of the sick. 


Another and a greater evil, is, the impossibility of classi- 
fying the lunatics themselves. The simple idiot, the partially 
deranged, and fierce, outrageous madman, the curable and 
the incurable, are to a great degree, from necessity, blended 
in one common family. There are cells, it is true, for the 
confinement of the persons of the more violent, but there are 
no means of preventing their horrible noises from disturbing 

_and distracting their fellow sufferers. 


To expect many, or even any cures under such circum- 
stances, would, we conceive, be almost as irrational as the 
wild calculations of some of the lunatics themselves ; and yet 
it would seem to be the dictate, not of humanity merely, but 
of interest, that a public establishment of this description 
should be-so organized as to insure not only the confinement 
of the inmates and the prevention thereby of injury to others, 
but also a reasonable share of the ordinary comforts of life, 
and a fair prospect of recovery to this most afflicted portion 
of our fellow-beings. . 


The present number in the Lunatic Department is one 
hundred ; a farther increase, corresponding with the rapid 
growth of our general population, must of course be expect- 
ed. The average proportion of the outrageous subjects is 
about one-tenth of the whole number. For this latter class, 
small cheap buildings, detached from each other and from 
the main establishment, ought to be provided. 


For the others, exercise and employment, as far as practi- 
cable, in the open air, in farming and gardening, would, it is 
believed, be the cheapest, as well as the most effectual mode 
of treatment. 


The Commissioners therefore suggest, for the considera- 
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tion of the Common Council, OKs eaisiiendy of removing the 
whole Lunatic Establishment to Blackwell’s Island. 


Respectfully submitted, } 
_iBy order of the Board of Commissioners. z, 
JOHN TARGEE, Chairman, 


February 25, 1883- 


} 
tes a 














325 


DOCUMENT NO. LIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 25, 1833. 


Report of the Special Committee on the Contract of the Manhat- 


tan Gas Company. Not accepted. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Special Committee to whom was referred the Con- 
tract with the Manhattan Gas Company, as prepared by the 
Counsel of the Board, beg leave to submit the same, and as 
there has been some difference of opinion, both as to the 
boundary line between the two Companies, and the period 
within which the new Company shall be required to fulfil the 
stipulations of their proposed Contract, they beg leave to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject, and 
to submit the whole matter to the consideration of the Com- 
mon Council. 

- GEORGE W. BRUEN, 
Chairman 


by DT tan 5 








327 


DOCUMENT NO. LIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 25, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Commitiee on the petition of A. L. Stewart 
and others, in regard to the pavement of Hoboken street. Re- 
port adopted. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


-The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Alexander L. Stewart, and others, to be relieved from 
the assessment for paving Hoboken street, from Washington 
' street to West street, : 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the petitioners in this case claim to be exempt from the 
expense of paving Hoboken street, on the ground that the 
said street was heretofore paved at the expense of the adjoin- 
ing owners, and accepted by the Corporation, and therefore, 
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that under the ordinance of 30th April, 1827, the said street 
should forever after be paved and kept in repair at the cost-of > 
the city. ) 

‘It is true that Hoboken street as it formerly was, was paved 
by the adjacent owners, and ifit had not been widened, (which 
has been done since the street was paved, and wholly at the cost 
of the Corporation, without any assessment on the owners of - 
the adjacent property,) they, the Corporation, would have 
been bound to bear the cost of any repairing which might have 
become necessary ; but the enlarging of the street, which 
‘has occasioned the necessity of a new regulation, and pave- 
ment, has, in the opinion of the Committee, taken it out of 
the operation of the above Ordinance, and the petitioners are 
therefore, in their judgment, not entitled to the relief sought 
by them. The Committee therefore submit the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the 
said petition, and that the said assessment be confirmed, and 
Thomas Cotterell appointed to collect the same. 

PETER 8S. TITUS, 
JOHN I. LABAGH, 
D. McCARTHY, 
Finance. Commitee. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 25, 1833. 


Report of the Committee on Public Lands and Places, on the 
petition fora public place at Corlear’s Hook. Report adopted. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Wharves and Public Lands and Places, 
to. whom was referred the petition of Samuel Ackerly and 
others, praying to have a public place or promenade esta- 
blished at the point of Corlear’s Hook, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have with great care and attention examined and 

inquired into the subject, and more particularly so in conse- 

quence of its very great magnitude ; and have directed the - 

Street Commissioner to advertise the proposed measure, for 

the better information of all parties concerned. This has 
42 
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had the effect of bringing forward, as remonstrants, a number 
of individuals, owners of the ground proposed to be taken, 
and, amongst others, Mr. James P. Allaire, who states, that 
if the contemplated measure is carried into effect, it will be 
utterly ruinous to him, inasmuch as it would entirely destroy 
his large and extensive establishment, the accumulation of 
many years of industry and perseverance. 


It further appears, that other persons, who are large and 
extensive owners of the ground proposed to be taken, re- 
monstrate against the same, and, as your Committee have 
been informed, and believe, that a very large number of the 
lots that would be liable to be heavily assessed, are held by 
persons under leases, with stipulations to pay all assessments, 
both ordinary and extraordinary, they are persuaded the con- 
summation of the proposed measure will be attended with 
very injurious results to persons so situated, and who cannot, 
from the limited periods of their leases derive a benefit which 
would in any way be equivalent to the assessment that would 
unavoidably be imposed upon them. 

Your Committee are fully aware of the importance of pub- 
lic and open places in large and populous cities, and would 
always recommend their establishment when such measures 
can be accomplished without too much individual sacrifice ; 
but in this case it does appear to your Committee to be inex- 
pedient, inasmuch as the cost would be enormous ;—from 
estimates which have been made by well informed persons, 
not less than Six Hundred Thousand Dollars, and probably 
more ; and in addition, owing to the situation of the ground, 


‘there would be but a small portion of the land sufficiently be- 


nefitted to induce the owners to encounter the large assess- 
ment which would certainly fall upon them. 

There is yet another powerful reason, which, in the opinion 
of your Committee, operates with very great force against 
the adoption of the proposed measure, and that is—that it 
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will deprive the city of a considerable portion of the shore - 
where the water is very bold, and which, it is believed, is 
essentially necessary to be reserved for commercial purposes. 


It also appears to your Committee, that in establishing 
public squares, or open places, it is much more desirable to 
locate them towards the central parts of the City instead of 
the margin of the rivers, as their effect in the interior of the 
City will be much more beneficial than if they are placed on 
the open shore of the harbor ; in addition to which a much 
larger number of lots will receive the benefit of them ; and 
their establishment thereby rendered comparatively easy. 

On a review of the whole matter, your Committee are of 
opinion that it will give more general satisfaction to improve 
that portion of the City by the construction of wharves and 
piers for the accommodation of vessels bringing all sorts of 
building materials, &c. &c. to market, and offer the following 
resolution, viz : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the 
petitioners, and that the Committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 
THOMSON PRICE, 
D. BANKS, 


Committee on Wharves, and Public 
Lands and Places. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LVI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MARCH 11, 1833. 


The following Documents, relative to the Street Commissioner's 
Communication, for Paving and MacAdamizing parts of 
Broadway, south of Canal street, are printed for the use of the 
Members. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Commissioner respectfully and earnestly begs 
leave to call the attention of the Common Council, to the 
propositions which have at various times been made, in relation 
to the improvement of the pavements, in the streets of the city. 
This subject is of very great importance, when considered 
with regard to the amount of money annually expended, not 
only in laying down the new pavements, but also in the per- 
petual outlay necessary to keep them in repair ; asum which 
has already reached a very considerable amount, and is 
very rapidly increasing. ‘The multitude of wheel carriages 
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‘of all descriptions, which throng the streets, (very many of 
them loaded exceedingly heavy,) produces such severe and 
incessant pressure on the pavement, that it would seem almost 
impossible, so long as the present materials are used, to con- 
struct a pavement capable of resisting the vast amount of la- 
bor which our crowded thoroughfares, like Broadway, are 
compelled to undergo. 


The Street Commissioner is of opinion, that MacAdamiz- 
ing the streets, in lieu of the pebble-stone pavement, which 
has been introduced with success in the neighboring cities, 
may be advantageously practised here ; the stone furnished 
from Blackwell’s Island being well adapted for the purpose, 
and is much harder and more durable than the stone used in 
the city of Boston for the same purpose, and can be furnish- 
ed at reasonable prices, in any quantity required, by the labor 
of the convicts on the Island. 


The proposition heretofore made, of substituting square or 
block pavement, instead of the pebble stones now in com- 
mon use, is certainly deserving serious attention, and should | 
be the subject of a fair and impartial experiment. Adver- 
tisements inviting proposals for such pavement, were issued 
during the last year, and sundry offers from different persons, 
were received ; but at such excessively high prices, as pre- 
vented them from being acted on. The high rates demand- 
ed, probably arose from the want of the necessary experi- 
ence, as to the quantity of labor requisite to prepare the stone 
for use, and a fear of loss on the part of the persons offering ; 
as the project appears to be entirely new in this country. 


The Street Commissioner, nevertheless, is of opinion, that 
it is extremely desirable, he might almost say, indispensably 
necessary, to take proper measures for ascertaining the actual 
cost of pavement of this description ; for if any mode can be 
adopted, (without incurring too great cost,) by which the 
street pavements when laid, can be made firm and durable, 
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so-as to obviate the necessity of continual repairs, a very 
great point will be gained. The stone on Blackwell’s Island, 
of which it is well known the supply is inexhaustible, is also 
very suitable for the purpose of block paving, if properly 
quarried and hammer dressed ; which can be performed by 
the convicts, and furnished here, it is believed, at very 
reasonable prices. 

In any event, the Street Commissioner respectfully solicits 
the Common Council to permit these experiments to be tried, 
by taking up the present pavement on two blocks in Broad- 
way, say from Murray street to Barclay street, and substituting 
instead thereof, on the one block, the broken MacAdamised 
stone ; and on the other, the square block pavement: the 
materials in both. cases, to be Prepared and furnished from 
Blackwell’s Island. 

Intimately connected with this matter, is another considera- 
tion which, as far as the knowledge of the subscriber extends, 
has never been the subject of legal enactment in this city or 
in this country, although it has drawn the attention of the 
city government on a former occasion, yet without any defi- 
nite action thereon—It is the width of the tire on the wheels 
of stages, carts, wagons, and carriages of every description, 
used in the city. The destructive effect on the pavements, 
occasioned by those ponderous stages which incessantly tra- 
verse Broadway, carrying twenty passengers and weighing 
several tons, is excessive; the wheels on which they run, not 
being sufficiently broad to cover the surface of the stones, 
run continually in the channels occasioned by the roundness 
of their surfaces, and thus by their weight and velocity, pro- 
duce a violent side thrust, which displaces the pebble stones 
from their bed, and occasions breaks and ruptures in the 
pavement. Broad wheels, on the contrary, from the surface 
they cover, would act as rammers, and thereby consolidate 
the pavement, which the narrow wheel, carrying the same . 


iii injures sil destroys. The irabjeet’ is copious, and | 
- susceptible of a great variety of illustration ; but the sub- 
-scriber forbears to trespass on the time of the Common 
Council, any further. He_ has believed it to be his duty to 
lay these matters before them, in order that such proceedings 
may be. had thereon, as they shall deem snare 


a submitted, 


- GEORGE B. ‘SMITH. 
~ Street Commissioner. 


\ 
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The Street Committee, to whom was referred the annexed 
communication of the Street Commissioner, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have duly considered the same, and conceive it to 
be a subject of the greatest importance, in a city of such ex- 
tensive commerce as New York, that some more efficient 
mode of paving should be adopted than the present. 


There are many tributary causes which aid in producing 
the effect, but the want of a sufficient material, out of which 
to construct the pavement, is undoubtedly the great and in-: 
creasing evil. 


Should it be ascertained, that either of the plans suggested 
in the annexed communication, are effectual and satisfactory, 
we have an inexhaustible supply of the best granite at Black- 
well’s Island, and the labor of the prisoners cannot be em- 
ployed to better advantage. . 


Although experiments may in many instances be depre- 
cated as wasteful, yet if they can lead to the adoption of a 
substantial and permanent pavement, the money which they 
cost will be well applied. . 


With these views, your Committee submit the following : 


Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Alms House and 
Penitentiary be, and they are hereby directed, to cause to be 
prepared, under the direction of the Street Commissioner, a 
sufficient quantity of stone blocks and broken stone, to enable 
him to have a space,not exceeding four hundred feet inlength 
of each, laid in such part of Broadway south of Canal street, 
as he may consider best ; and that he be authorised to cause 


the same to be laid. 
43 


ae Resolved, That so i of the street Gociuidneee: com- 

Be acxieak as relates to the regulation of the wheels of car- 

2 TORO, be referred to the Police Committee. es oa 
JAMES B. MURRAY, 


CHARLES G. FERRIS. 
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The Street Committee, to whom was referred the accom- 
panying communication from the Street Commissioner, with 
the Report of the Committee of the Board of Aldermen, on 
the subject of the importance of introducing some more efli- 
cient and durable mode of paving our leading streets, 


REPORT, 


That the subject is by no means new to them, two reports 
recommending the adoption of a similar plan of paving, hav- 
ing been made by them in this Board, and severally adopted. 


They will not detain the Board by repeating all the reasons 
which on the occasions above adverted to, they offered for 
the consideration of members, but will merely point to the 
absolute necessity which is apparent to every one, of devising 
some means, by which the pavement of our thoroughfares 
(Broadway, the Bowery, &c.,) may be so constructed, as to 
meet the reasonable expectations of citizens, who, in paying 
for the paving, ought to be secured in the enjoyment of a 
good and substantial road, at least for a reasonable time. It 
is too obvious, that the present mode of paving is radically 
defective ; and if by a series of experiments, some plan may 
be found as a substitute for that, at this time in operation, the 
Committee think no time should be lost in making the at- 
tempt. 

The Street Commissioner adverts to destruction to the 
pavement, caused by the heavy carriages, resting on wheels 
with narrow tires; his ideas on this subject, are doubtless 
perfectly correct, and such carriages should be compelled to 
use wide tires on their wheels, which would have the effect 
of securing and rendering the pavement more firm. The 
width of the tire might be graduated by the size and weight 
of the carriage. This part of the subject has, however, in 
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DOCUMENT NO. LVIL. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MARCH 11, 1833. 


Report of the Police Committee on the petition of John S. Parks, 
to be appointed a weigher at Brooklyn. Adopted. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Police Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of John 8. Parks to be appointed Weigher and Measurer of 
Coal, 


REPORT, 


That the petitioner, Parks, is a resident of Brooklyn on Long 
Island, and therefore not subject to, or under any control of 
the Municipal authority or Regulations of our City Govern- 
ment. 


Your Committee are of opinion, that the Corporation can- 
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not appoint a non-resident to any office, and particularly a 
man that has already received an appointment to office, (and 
practices under the same,) from the Legal Authorities of 
another county. 

Your Committee consider this a subject involving’ questions 
of Law, have submitted the same to the Attorney of the 
Board for his legal opinion, which opinion is hereunto annex- 
ed, and will be considered as forming a part of their report, 
it is as follows: 


OPINION OF COUNSEL. 


The Police Committee have asked my opinion upon the 
propriety of granting the prayer of John S. Parks a resident 
of the town of Brooklyn, praying to be authorized to measure 
coal, &c. on board of vessels at Brooklyn. 


The jurisdiction of the City of New York does not extend 
on to the land in Brooklyn. The measurers of the City of 
New York are alone entitled to measure all measurable arti- 
cles, on board of any vessel lying at the wharves or piers 
at Brooklyn. The measurers of Brooklyn are alone entitled 
to measure when the article is landed. 


I am inclined to the opinion, that the Corporation cannot 
appoint a non-resident to an office. It has been the uniform 
practice to consider an office vacant when the incumbent 
removes from the City. There would be an evident impro- 
priety in commissioning a member who should be subject to 
the general ordinances, concerning measurers, but should at 
the same time reside beyond the jurisdiction of ‘those ordi- 


nances. ; 
DANIEL B. TALLMADGE, 


Attorney to the Corporation. 





The following resolution? is offered for adoption : : 

- Resoled, that the sae of the petitioner be denied. 
JD: BANE, 9 =e 
- JAMES RIKER, | 
PETER Bi: TITUS. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LVUT. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MARCH 25, 1833. 


Report of the Comptroller relative to the account of the Commis- 


sioners of the Sinking Fund. 
Joun W. Wicwanesest Clerk. 


The Comptroller would respectfully draw the attention of 
the Common Council to the account of “the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, for the redemption of the New York 
City Stock,” as a subject worthy of their especial notice, 
whether viewed present or prospectively. - 

The impracticability of complying with the intentions of 
the ordinance, and the large amount now, at the credit of the 
Commissioners, seems to render it expedient that some other 
mode of appropriation should be adopted, which shall not 
be inconsistent with the original purpose of the Common 
Council. The Comptroller, therefore, suggests for their con- 
sideration, the propriety and expediency of applying the 

44 
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sum of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars of its present accu- 
mulations, to the payments of the Bond, of the Corporation, 
now held by the New York Bank for Savings. 

The Comptroller is fully aware, that inasmuch as the ordi 
nance specifically designates and appropriates the revenues 
of said account, he may at the first glance, be considered as 
treading upon forbidden ground; and perhaps, also, as not duly 
appreciating the delicate nature and value of the public faith ; 
he trusts, however, that a brief review of the subject will be 
sufficient to satisfy every reasonable mind that the suggestion, 
under present circumstances, is consistent with the most per- 
fect regard to the public pledge, and the entire and unques- 
tionable security of the public creditors ; and if carried into 
effect, will subserve the public interest. 

The ‘accumulations of said accounts have now reached the 
sum of three hundred and eleven thousand, one hundred and 
one dollars and forty-nine cents, and a rigid adherence to the 
letter of the ordinance, precludes any other investment of the » 
funds than in the purchase of the New York City Stock, the 
Stock of the State of New York, or in the Stock of the 
United States. 

Now, as to the first, the prospect is certainly very remote, 
if an opinion may be drawn from the fact, that since the 15th 
of July, 1831, there have been but three transfers of that 
stock, and they not by sale but for apportionment of estates. 
‘With regard to the second, the prices it has maintained have 
hitherto been considered too high to justify a purchase for 
permanent investment ; and now, when it is contemplated so 
speedily to redeem the whole balance of the United States 
Stocks, the third provision of the ordinance seems to be en- 
tirely unavailable. 

The question then very naturally arises, what shall be 
done with the accumulations of the Sinking Fund account ? 
The answer of the Comptroller is to be found in his sugges- 
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tion at the commencement of this communication ; and by it 
he supposes himself called upon to obviate the objection be- 
fore referred to, and which he will now proceed to do. 

Thus then, if the Comptroller rightly apprehends the 
nature of the public pledge, it will be preserved in its very 
essence, so long.as ample provision is made and continued 
for the complete security of the holders of the New York 
City Stock ; and that this is the case under the provisions of 
the present ordinance, he thinks can be made manifest. 

Exclusive of sales of real estate, and the commutations for 
quit-rents, (which may be regarded as of like character,) 
and of interest on balances in the Treasury, and on the stock 
held by the Commissioners, the Sinking Fund receipts for 
five years, commencing with the year 1827, have averaged 
the sum of $56,650 49, as will appear by the tabular state- 
ment thereof, hereunto annexed. 

Now suppose the whole amount of the present fund to 
have been absorbed, and the gatherings again to be com- 
menced, and the following statement would present a brief, 
but safe view of the whole matter, viz: 


Whole amount of stock of 1820, redeema- 





ble Ist August, 1850, So eg ae $200,000 

Whole amount of stock of 1829, redeema- 
ble Ist January, 1850, S = = = 300,000 
500,000 


Of the stock of 1820, the Commissioners © 
now hold, or in other words have redeemed, 
by purchases, - - - ~ - - 81,500 





Leaving an amount unredeemed, of - 418,500 
And to meet this debt, there is already an 

annual revenue provided, as follows, viz : 
From the several sources named in the an- 

nexed list, the sum of » - - - $56,650 49 


ee 
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To which add the interest on the stock now 

held by the Commissioners - - - 4,075 
Making a total of Reem eS OOO, tag 20 


Consequently, in less than seven years, the whole amount 
of the said debt can be redemed, provided the holders shall 
become disposed to part with it on reasonable terms ; and 
therefore, the objection referred to, may be considered as 
completely obviated by the facis of the case. 


It may however be objected, that the literal appropriation 
of the receipts having once been departed from, a precedent 
will be formed, which may be availed of on another occasion, 


"and perhaps to the disadvantage of the public creditors ; but 


inasmuch as the same motives would operate in both cases, it 
is presumed that the bare possibility could hardly form a bar 
to acting in the premises ; for with the Corporation as with 
individuals, circumstances of peculiar and unforeseen difficul- 
ties, must be met by particular and efficient measures for 
relief or remedy; and the subject. under consideration is be- 
lieved to be precisely of that description, thus: The Common 
Council, for monies borrowed, issued a stock and for the satis- 
faction and safety of its holders, as well as for its gradual and 
eventual redemption, they set apart certain revenues, which in 
the progress of time have been found very far to exceed the 
necessities of the case, inasmuch as a judicious investment of 
the funds thereby accumulated, cannot be made within the 
limits prescribed by the ordinance, therefore the interest of 
the public would seem to call imperiously for suitable legisla- 
tion in the premises ; and that the objection last named might 
not become a cause of apprehension a provision could be 
made for the purchase of any real estate that may be wanted 
for public purposes, out of the surplus revenues so set apart, 
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to which it is believed no well grounded opposition could be 
made, because of the fact, that all such estate would itself be. 
under the same pledge, and further, the above may not 
- prove an inapt suggestion under another view of public 
affairs. The rapid increase of our population, and the direc- 
tion it must necessarily continue to take, will doubtless re- 
quire for the accommodation and convenience of that popu- 
lation, that the place for the transaction of the business of 
the city government, and holding the courts of law, should be 
transferred to a location considerably north of the one now 
occupied. 

In preference to obtaining another location by payments 
directly from the Treasury, and out of the ordinary revenues, 
it might be accomplished by paying so much of the surplus 
revenues of the Sinking Fund as should not infringe upon the 
rights or safety of the holders of the City stock, and prove 
less burdensome to the community. 


The reasons for selecting the bonds named, are briefly 
these :—They were. originally intended to be temporary 
loans, and paid from the avails of taxes ; but it is well known 
that the taxes have not hitherto been augmented sufliciently 
to realize the original intention even in part; and these 
bonds, from the force of circumstances, have become in effect, 
a part of the permanent debt, to be paid off in the way pro- 
posed, or by the great augmentation of the city taxes, which 
it is believed will be sufficiently burdensome without such ad- 
dition. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 
T. J. WATERS, Comptroller. 
_ New York, December 10, 1832. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MARCH 25, 1833. 


Report of the Street Committee, on opening a part of Eighteenth 
Street. Adopted. : 
Joun W. RicHarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of S. B. Ruggles, relative to opening Eighteenth street, from 
the Bloomingdale Road eastward to that part of the street 
ceded by P. G. Stuyvesant, 


REPORT, 


That objections have been advertised for, and none appear- 
ing, they offer the following resolution : 

Resolved That Eighteenth street be opened from the 
Bloomingdale Road eastward to that part of the street here- 
tofore ceded to the city by Mr. P. G. Stuyvesant, under the 


5 be dir Scie to cause the necessary papers to be authenticated 
i in pe usual manner. 


"FRANCIS: FICKETT, — 
GEORGE SUTTON. — 
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DOCUMENT NO. LX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MARCH 25, 1833. 


Report of Street Committee on petition to open Ni ineteenth. street. 
_ Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricnarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of S. B. Ruggles, to open Nineteenth street, 


REPORT, 


That they have advertised for objections, and none appear- 
ing, they concur in the view of the petitioner, as to the pro- 
priety of the opening asked for. They therefore offer the 
following resolution : eos : 

Resolved, That Nineteenth street be opened from the 
Third Avenue to the Bloomingdale Road, under the direc- 
tion of the Street Commissioner, and that the counsel be di- 


45 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 8, 1833. 


Report of the Street Committee, on Mr. Bruen’s Resolution. 


Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Resolved, That the Street Committee be directed to inquire 
into the expediency of connecting the easterly side of Wash- 
ington Square with the westerly side of Union Square, by an 
avenue not less than seventy-five feet in width ; and that the 
same shall be designated by the name of Jackson AVENUE, 


as a testimonial of the respect which the City of New York | 


entertains for the Statesman and the Hero, who in his public 
career has been second alone to the illustrious individual 
from whom one of these public squares derives its name, and 
who has been the means of preserving that glorious Union 
of the States, which the name of the other was intended to 


commemorate. 


G. W. BRUEN. 








OD |e ears On Cm Cane Oo Cae ae 


ee a ee ee Mee ee 


SAN ee LO te) ek ee ae 
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The Street Committee, to whom the annexed resolution 
was referred, 


REPORT, 


That Wooster street already connects Washington Square 


and Union Place, it having been extended during. the last 


year, and in their opinion no other avenue is at present 
called for. 

It would, in the opinion of the Committee, be but a poor 
compliment to the illustrious individual mentioned in the re- 
solution, to give this small street a name which is already as- 
sociated with all that is great and patriotic, and which will 


be handed down in the page of history, to posterity, without 


being identified with the streets of this city. 

The Committee, therefore, commending the spirit of the 
resolution, yet dissent from the letter, and prefer waiting for 
another opportunity of showing their respect for him, whom 
the people delight to honor, more worthy of his merits and 
great name. 

They therefore ask leave to be discharged from any fur- 


ther consideration of the resolution. 
WILLIAM W. HOLLY, 


GEORGE SUTTON, 
FRANCIS FICKETT. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 8, 1838. 


Report of the Finance Committee on the petition of James Flan- 
“nagan, to have a suitable room fitted up for the Twelfth Ward 
Assistant Justices’ Court. Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson;, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Justice Flannagan, to have a suitable room fitted up for 
' the Twelfth Ward Assistant Justices’ Court, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the petitioner is one of the Assistant Justices of the 
County, and is located for the Twelfth Ward. He repre- 
sents that there is a suitable room in said Ward he can hire 
for the accommodation of his Court, and solicits of the Cor- 
poration that the same may be fitted up for the Court. 
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He also informs your Committee, that he does not ask the 
same as a right, but solicits the same as a favor, as the Court — 
in the Twelfth Ward, has not been any expense to the public. 

Your Committee find that these County Justices’ Courts 
do not pay any fees into the Treasury, as the Ward Justices’ 
Courts located in the City, and it is presumed they are intended 
to conform to established usages, as in other counties through 
the State, where the Justice finds all accommodation for said 
Courts, without any expense to the County. Consequently 
your Committee are fearful of establishing a prece dent of this 
kind, as the expenditure, which may be little at first, will 
likely every year grow with the growth of the City; and are 
of the opinion that the following should be recommended 
respecting the same : 


. Resolved, That the Committee be discharged from any 
further consideration of the subject, and that the petitioner 
have liberty to withdraw said petition. 
Respectfully submitted, 

PETER 8. TITUS, 

JOHN I. LABAGH, 

D. WCARTHY, 

Finance Commitiee. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 22, 1833. ‘ 


Report of the Committee on Public Lands and Places, in relation 
to @ petition of sundry persons concerning Union Place. 


Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Public Lands and Places, on the petition 
of sundry persons, owners and lessees of property in the 
Twelfth Ward, praying the Common Council to take mea- 
sures in relation to Union Place, which would have the effect 
of altering the original intention of laying it out, beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That the subject having been finally disposed of by the Su- 
preme Court of the State, is not cognisable by any act of the 
Common Council, and therefore they offer for the considera- 
tion of the Board, the following resolution : 


| Resolved, is ae Committee } be lscarged from ie ove 
their Sop oation of this a ‘ 
_ FRANCIS, PICKETT, f 
_D. BANKS, ~ eee 
_ THOMSON PRICE, 
Committee on Lands and, Places. 
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| DOCUMENT NO. LXIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 22, 1833. 


Report of the Street Committee on opening a Park in the 
Eleventh Ward. Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricnarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the memorial 
from P. G. Stuyvesant, on the subject of opening a square, 
&e., 


REPORT, 


That they, in common with their fellow citizens, generally, 
are fully aware of the importance of public squares in large 
cities, and they are fully disposed also, to facilitate as far as 
a proper regard to the public will permit, every offer made on 
the part of landholders for that purpose. 

46 


PON See: Leet or ee | 
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The present application contains, in the opinion of the 


- Committee, some objectionable clauses and conditions. 


The proprietor offers “to cede the premises to the Cor- 
poration on the condition that they will forever keep the 
same as an ornamented Park, &c.,”—then. follow other con- 
ditions, which your Committee disapprove of. 


They however are persuaded that a satisfactory arrange- 
ment can be made with the memorialist, who, while he is 
generously giving a large piece of very valuable ground to 
the city, is only desirous to secure himself in the full enjoy- 
ment of the same as a public park. 


They therefore recommend areference of the subject to 
the Street Commissioner, and Counsel of the Board, with 
directions for them to report to the Common Council, and 
offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the memorial-of Peter G. Stuyvesant, Esq., 
be referred to the Street Commissioner, and the Counsel of 
the Board, who are instructed to confer with the memorialist 
on the subject of opening a Park in the Eleventh Ward, and 
to report their proceedings thereon to the Common Council 
—the memorialist agreeing to make the cession of the ground 
specified, to the Common Council, without conditions on his 
part, save only that it shall always be reserved for a public 
square or park. 

W. W. HOLLY, 
Chairman, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 
Street Committee. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 29, 1837. 


OPINION 


Of the Attorney and Counsel upon the right of the Corporation 
to fill up and improve their Water Lois. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The questions submitted by the Board of Aldermen, to the 
Attorney and Counsel are—First, Whether the Corporation, 
having never parted with their title, have a right to fill up what 
are usually called water lots, and appropriate the same to 
public purposes, against the remonstrance of the owners of 
the adjacent uplands? Second, If upon litigating the matter 
with an individual, it should be decided that the Corporation 
have not such right, yet acting in good faith, would they be 
entitled to the value of the improvements made, by such fill- 
ing up of the lots ? 
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By the original charter of the city “all the 

Charter, p. 6. waste, vacant, unpatented and unappropriated 

lands, lying and being within the said city of 

New York, and on Manbhattan’s Island, aforesaid, extending 

and reaching to the low water’s mark, in, by and through all 

parts of the city of New York, and Manhattan’s Island, 
aforesaid,” are granted to the Corporation, 


By the subsequent charter, the grant be- 

Charter, p 99. tween high and low water marks, around 
the island is confirmed; and there is a 

p- 100. further grant to the Corporation as follows : 
“also, we do further, of our especial grace, 

certain knowledge, and mere motion, give, grant, ratify and 
confirm, unto the said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, of 
the City of New York, and to their successors for ever, all 
that space of ground, and soil of Hudson’s River, now lying 
and being under the water of the same river ; to begin at a 
certain place near high water mark, at the south end of a 
piece of upland, which lies between the said river and a piece 
of meadow ground, or marsh, being the first piece of meadow 
ground, or marsh near Hudson’s River, to the southward of 
Greenwich, and from whence the above named run of water, 
called Bestaver’s Killitie, or Rivulet, runs into Hudson’s River, 
south eighteen degrees, thirty minutes west, on a straight 
line, the distance being one hundred and twenty-five chains, 
from which line to run a perpendicular breadth. of, and to 
comprehend four hundred feet from low water mark, into Hud- 
son’s River, the same containing eighty-two acres and one 
half acre, or thereabout. And also all that space of ground 
and soil of the East River, from the north side of Corlaer’s 
Hook, to Whitehall, beginning at two large stones set on the 
south side of a small creek, ina marsh on the north side of 
Corlaer’s Hook, from whence to the eastermost point of Cor- 
laer’s Hook, the distance ona straight line running south, 
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fifteen degrees, thirty minutes east, is forty chains, and two 
rods; from thence to Whitehall on a straight line running 
south, seventy eight degrees, thirty minutes west, the distance 
is one hundred and fifty-two chains; from which two lines to 
run a perpendicular breadth of, and to comprehend four hun- 
dred feet from low water mark, into the East River; the same 
containing one hundred and twenty-seven acres, or therea- 
abouts ; together with all and singular, the reneriTs, liberties, 
privileges, ways, water courses, easements, wharves, keys, PROFITS, 
hereditaments, and appurtenances to the same or any part 
thereof belonging or appertaining, or to belong, or to apper- 
tain, or that can in anywise be had, made, used, or enjoyed 
thereon, or therewith used; with full power and authority, at 
any time or times hereafter, To r1LL, make up, wharf and lay 
out, all and every part thereof; and the same to build upon, 
and make use of, in such manner as they, the said Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commonalty, and their successors shall think 
fit; and also, all our estate, right, title, interest, benefit, claim 
and demand whatsoever of, in or to the same, and the reversion 
or reversions, remainder and remainders, and the yearly and 
other rents, issues and profits thereof; To have and to hold, ~ 
all and singular, the premises aforesaid, unto them the said 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty, and their successors, to 
their own proper use, and behoof for ever, and to no other 
use, intent, or purpose whatever.” 
¢ By an Act of the Legislature, passed April 
Laws relative to 3d, 1807, the Commissioners of the Land Of 
the city, p.16. fice, were authorized and directed to issue 
letters patent, to the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of New York, and their successors 
for ever for all the right and title of the people of this State, to 
the lands covered with water, along the easterly shore of the 
Hudson River, contiguous to and adjoining the lands of the 
said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, within the said 
City of New York, at and from low water mark, and 
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running four hundred feet into the said river from Bestaver’s 
Killitie, to the distance of four miles, to the north, along the 
easterly shore of the Hudson’s River ; and also, all the land, 
covered with water, along the westerly shore of the East 
River, or sound, contiguous to, and adjoining the lands of the 
said Mayor Aldermen, and Commonalty, at and from low 
water mark, and extending four hundred feet, into the said 
river, or sound, from the north side of Corlaer’s Hook, at 
the northerly boundary of the lands covered with water, 
whereof the said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, are 
now seized, to the distance of two miles to the North, along 
the westerly shore of the said East River, or sound; provided 
always, that the proprietor, or proprietors of the lands adja- 
cent, shall have the pre-emptive right in all grants made by 
the Corporation of the said city, of lands under water, granted 
to the said Corporation by this act. 
Another act was passed in 1826, whereby 
Re a gris ins the Commissioners of the Land Office, were 
of New York. directed to issue to the Corporation, other let- 
ters patent, for the residue of the lands, to the 
breadth of four hundred feet, north of the previous grant, 
and extending in each river north, to Harlaem River. Un- 
der these acts of the Legislature, letters patent have been 
issued to the Corporation. 


The Corporation then, by the original charter, became 
seized of a belt of land around the island, between high and 
low water mark. 

By the subsequent charter, the Corporation became seiz- 
ed of four hundred feet of land, under water, in the North 
and East Rivers, extending from Bestaver’s Killitie, in the 
Hudson River, to a point at Corlaer’s Hook, in the East 
River. 

By the patents of this State, in 1807 and 1826, the Corpo- 
ration became seized of four hundred feet of land, under 





~ 
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water, from Corlaer’s Hook, in the East River, and from 
Bestaver’s Killitie, in the Hudson River, and extending north 
to the Harlaem River. The grant of the latter parcels, 
whieh include the water lots in question, are subject to a 
pre-emptive right, in the proprietors of the adjacent uplands. 
Subject, then, to this pre-emptive right, the Corporation 
can use and enjoy, the lands included in the patents, to the 
same extent that an individual could, unless the present act 
of 1813 imposes upon them some additional restraint, or 
takes from them, what in an individual would be deemed a 
perfect and indefeasible estate of inheritance. 
It has been suggested, that section 220, 
p. 86, Laws rela- and the four succeeding sections of the act, 
tive to the City ; 
of New York.’ entitled “an Act to reduce several laws re- 
lating particularly to the City of New York, 
into one Act,” contain such provisions, as prohibit the Cor- 
poration from appropriating water lots to their own use, not- 
withstanding the dissent. of the owner of adjacent uplands. 
Section 220 authorizes the Corporation to lay out streets, 
or wharves, of the width of seventy feet, according to a plan * 
agreed upon for that purpose, and to lengthen and extend the 
streets or wharves, from time to time, as the city shall be fur- 
ther extended. 
Section 121 provides, that the streets or wharves may be 
“made and completed, according to the said plan, at the 
expense of the proprietors of the land adjoining or nearest 
and opposite said streets, or wharves,” and that the proprietor 
of such lots as may not be adjoining said streets or wharves, 
shall fill up “ the’spaces lying between their lots and the street or 
wharves, and shall, thereupon, become the owners of such 
intermediate space of ground in fee simple.” 


Section 122-3 provides that upon neglect of the said pro- 
prietors, the Corpovation may fill up, and collect the expense 
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of the proprietor ; and that such expense shall be a lien on 
the lot of such proprietor. © 

It is insisted, that by the lands ‘ adjoining, or nearest and 
opposite said streets and wharves,” is meant the lots above high 
water mark, adjoining the water lots, and that by “ the space 
lying between their lots and the street, or wharves,” is meant, the 
~ water lots of the Corporation: so that the law virtually pro- 
vides, that when the uplands, or lots, above high water mark, 
adjoin the wharf, or street, to be made, the proprietor of such 
adjoining lot of upland, must fill up, and make the street or 
wharf, opposite to him; and when such Jot does not reach to 
and adjoin the street, or wharf, but is divided therefrom by a 
water lot of the Corporation, such water lot is the ‘* space 
lying between their lots and the street,” and is to be filled up by 
such proprietor; and by operation of law, the fee of such 
water lot, thereupon, becomes transferred from the Corpora- 
tion, to such proprietor. ‘The lots which are to bear the 
expense of making the streets, and the space between the lots 
and wharves, being thus defined :—It is further insisted, that 
in as much as the proprietors of lots out of water may be com- 
pelled by the Corporation to bear the expense of filling up 
water lots, when it may be against their interest ; thereby 
enabling them to become the owners, in fee simple, of the 
water lots of the Corporation, or “ the space that may be be- 
tween their lots” and the street or wharf to be made. 


This argument, drawn from the foregoing view of the 
Statute, is an argument to show, what the law ought to be, 
rather than what it is. It by no means follows, that a pro- 
prietor of a lot of land, as matter of legal right, can insist on 
filling up the street, and water lot of the Corporation, and 
thereby become the owner of such lot, because he may be 
compelled so to do, by the Corporation, when they elect to 
have the lot filled by an individual. But in my judgment, the 
before recited sections of the act, do not apply to, or embrace, 
any lots above high water mark. 


4 
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If any argument in aid-of the construction of a statute, can 
be drawn from the uniform usage and practice of those inte- 
rested under it, it may be stated, that the Corporation have 
never attempted to compel the proprietor of an upland lot, to 
fill up any part of West or South streets, or any intermediate 
space between such lot and the street. With the exception of the 
case of Bergh, which I will notice hereafter, I am informed 
that no owner of a lot above high water mark, and who was 
not at the same time owner of a water lot, has ever claimed the 
right to fill up, and become the owner of the intermediate 
space between his lot and the wharf or street. Thus, the 
practice, since the act was first passed in 1798, has been ad- 
verse to the construction now contended for. But if we go 
back and trace this act to its origin, and ascertain the true 
state of things at the time it was passed, and the objects in- 
tended to be accomplished by its passage, we shall, I think, 
in the construction of it, be relieved from the necessity of 
claiming aid from the long usage and practice of the Corpo- 
ration under it.’ ‘he Jaw was orignally passed in 1798, and 
then referred to a plan “to be agreed upon.” 

In 1801, the law was re-enacted, and in the language of 
what is now section 220, it referred to a plan “ agreed upon 
for that purpose,” at that time, and did not reach any future, 
or more extended plan. 

The law was again re-enacted in 1813. The plan men- 
tioned in the Law of 1801 and 1813, has been altered and 
extended from time to time, by acts of the Legislature ; and 
the general provisions of the acts of 1801 and 1813 made to 
apply to the plans as altered and extended. (See Laws of 
N. Y., 1826, p. 44145 ; 1828, p. 163 ; 1830, p. 8.) 

I have found in the Street Commissioner’s Office, the plan 
for South street, to which the act of 1801 referred. The 
plan of South street in the East River, as it was in 1801, 
when the siatute was passed, and all other plans since 
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adopted for the boundary street in either river, are such, that 
in no single instance, does an upland lot, or lot above high 
water mark, reach or adjoin the boundary street, or wharf. 

Hence that part of the statute, which speaks of lots adjoining 
the street, or wharf, means water lots, or it is senseless, since 
no other lots do adjoin the street or wharf. 


It is perfectly manifest, from an inspection of the plan for 
South street, as it was in 1801, and the plan of 1804 for West 
street, in the Street Commissioner’s Office, and from the 
several plans of South and West streets, as since altered, that 
most of West street, in the North River, and South street, in 
the East River, were laid out further than four hundred feet 
from low water mark. Hence most of those streets, are upon 
lands which were at the time the plans were adopted, the 
property of the State. 


In the language of the statute, therefore, there were 
* spaces lying and being between the lots, and the said streets, 
and wharves.” Such a law was necessary to authorize the 
Corporation to build a street or wharf into the river, beyond 
their four hundred feet grant. The law then authorised the 
street to be formed upon the lands of the state ; and to pro- 
vide the means of building the wharf, or street, in those cases 
where the water lots of the Corporation had been granted 
away, it was enacted that the owner thereof might be com- 
pelled to fill up the street and any space, between their lots 
and the street. 

It is to be observed, that this act makes no provision for 
filling up any lots, that is provided for in another act. It only 
provides for filling the wharves or streets, and any space, there 
‘may be, between the wharf anda lot. This act makes no 
provision for those cases where the Corporation continue to 
own the water lots. It would be absurd to apply the present 
provisions to lots owned by the Corporation ; such an appli- 
cation would empower the Corporation to compel themselves, 
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to fill up a street adjoining to, or opposite their own property. 
The act was passed to reach two class of cases only ; the one, 
where the street or wharf, was laid out within, or contiguous 
to, the four hundred feet grant to the Corporation; the other, 
where the street was laid out beyond the four hundred feet 
grant, and the water lot did not reach the street, but in the 
language of the act left a “space lying and being between 
the lots and streets, or wharves.” 


In the first case, the statute empowered the Corporation 
to compel the owner of the water lot, contiguous to the 
street, to fill up such street or wharf. 


In the other, it empowered the Corporation to compel the 
owner of the water lot not contiguous, but opposite to the 
street, or wharf, to fill up the street; and also, to fill the 
space between this lot and the street or wharf. This statute, 
therefore, has no reference to upland lots whatever. 


In this view of the statute, 1am further confirmed, by a 
report of a case in the Supreme Court, between the Corpo- 
ration of New York and Scott. Ist Caine’s R. 543. In 
that case, the history of the statute is given ; and the objects 
which the Corporation had, in procuring its passage, and the 
necessity of the law, is stated as follows: 


“The lands which the Corporation of New York, under 
their Charter, hold on Manhattan Island, and within the city, 
extend to low water mark, and four hundred feet beyond 
that into the East River. The Corporation having granted 
away the whole of the lands to which they were entitled un- 
der their charter, applied in April, 1798, to the Legislature, 
for an act to authorize them to run séreets and wharves, of 
seventy feet width, in front of the water lots already granted. 
This, by a law of that month and year, (re-enacted on the 
third of April, 1801,) the Legislature was pleased to grant. 
In pursuance of the authority conferred by this act, the Cor-~ 
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poration laid out a street called South street, in front of the 
lots they had granted, joining the East River.” 


The decision itself is not particularly pertinent, except that 
we gather from the statement of the case, the history and ob- 
jects of this statute. It was, however, conceded in that case, 
that the Corporation were the absolute owners of the four 
hundred feet under water ; and by the act, made trustees as 
to the residue of the land to be occupied in making the street. 


In 1809 or 710, Christian Bergh was in possession of se- 
veral water lots of the Corporation, on the East River, south 
of Corlear’s Hook, having no grant from the Corporation. 
The Corporation brought an ejectment ; the cause was tried 
at the Circuit, and afterwards a case made. The Counsel 
for Bergh ‘insisted, that he, being the owner of the uplands, 
and having filled in the water lots and wharf, by the operation 
of the statute of 1807, aforesaid, became seized of the water 
lots. The Supreme Court, after argument, decided in favor 


_ of the Corporation. Bergh, afterwards filed his bill in Chan- 


cery, but before the cause was brought toa hearing, the parties 
settled, and Bergh took out his grants for the water lots, and 
paid all back rents, &c. The case in the Supreme Court was 
never reported. The decision of this cause must have been 
directly adverse to what is understood to be insisted on now. 


But independent of any statute, it is further insisted, that 
the owner of an upland lot, which adjoins the water, has a 
common law right, to the enjoyment of that water, and that 
therefore, the Corporation cannot lawfully fill up their water 
lots, as that would deprive him of his common law right. 


The answer to this proposition is, that the Corporation are 
the owners of the land between high and low water mark, 
and the owner, therefore, of a lot which reaches only to 
high water mark, has no common law right to the water, 
whatever, by reason of his contiguity. 
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This question is fully settled in the case of Lansing vs. 
Smith. 4 Wend. 9. The action was brought by the owner 
of one of the wharves in Albany, to recover damages caused 
by the erection of the pier, which forms the basin. 


From the facts of the case, it appears that one Quacken- 
boss, under whom the plaintiff claimed, was the owner of an 
upland lot, “extending to the Hudson River.” In 1804, the 
Commissioners of the Land Office granted to Quacken- 
boss the water lot adjoining, upon which a wharf had been 
built. 

The Chancellor says, “what then were the rights of the 
owner (Quackenboss,) of the land adjacent to this wharf, 
before the patent from the Commissioners of the Land Office, | 
and what new rights did he acquire under that patent? Be- 
fore the patent was granted, the bank of the Hudson, between 
high and low water mark, belonged to the people of this 
State, and he had no better right to the use of it than any 
other person.” . 

This case is a further authority to show, that the state may 
grant theirlands under water, to be used by the grantee, abso- 
lutely, or under such restrictions as may be contained in such 
grant. 

I am not aware that any claim is set up, under the pre- 
emptive right, secured by the aforesaid patents, to the owners 
of the adjacent uplands, other than the mere right to be pre- 
ferred, as purchaser, when the Corporation are pleased to 
sell. This is, undoubtedly, the extent of a pre-emptive right. 

From a full view of this matter, I have come to the con- 
clusion that the original act of 1798, continued by several re- 
enactments to the present time, relates entirely to the man- 
ner in which the boundary streets of the city are to be made, 
and that its provisions are limited to this :—That if the water 
lots reach the street to be constructed, and are granted away 
by the Corporation, the proprietor thereof must make the 
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street opposite and adjoining his lot. If such lot does not 
extend to the street, then the proprietor must make the street, 
and in addition, fill up the intermediate space ; ‘and upon so 
doing, the fee of such intermediate space shall, by operation 
of the statute, pass to such proprietors. 


That the last mentioned statute, does not, in any way, inter- 
fere with, or control, the absolute seizin and ownership of the 
Corporation, to their grant of four hundred feet under water ; 


_bnt that they hold their title thereto, subject to the single con- 


dition, that in grants of it by the Corporation, the owner of 
the adjoining upland has a pre-emptive right, as before 
defined. 


That the Corporation can hold such water lots as long as , 
they please ; and while they hold them, may fill them up, 
and appropriate them to any purpose that an individual can, 
under the existing laws ; and especially toany public purpose. 


The other question submitted, I have not examined with that 
care that I should have done, could I have spared more time 
from my other official duties, and had I not the utmost confi- 
dence in the conclusions to which I have arrived in my ex- 
amination of the first. 


If, however, I am mistaken in my conclusions, and the 
owners of upland lots are entitled, as matter of legal right, to 
have a grant of the water lots from the Corporation, they 
must resort to Chancery to.compel such grant. Then, the 
lots having been filled by the Corporation in good faith, and 
the filling of lots being absolutely necessary, to render them 
at all useful to any one, I think the Chancellor, in directing 
a grant to be made, would add that it should be upon pay- 
ment of the value of the improvements caused by filling in the 
lots. 

DANIEL B. TALLMADGE. 
April 28, 1838. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXVI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 29, 1833. 


The following report of the Comptroller, with a List of the 
Persons holding Offices, whose salary comes out of the Public 
Treasury, was directed to be printed for the use of the mem- 


bers. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


In compliance with a resolution of the Common Council, 
« That the Comptroller be directed to make a Report to the 
Common Council, of all persons holding offices, whose salary 
comes out of the Public Treasury, together with their names, 
the offices they fill, and the sum paid to each per annum, and 
the Ward in which they live,” the annexed list is respectfully 
submitted by 

T. J. WATERS, 
Comptroller. 


48 





Doc. No. 66.] 378. 


Salary. Residence. 

Gideon Lee, Mayor, : . $3,000 15th Ward. 
Jacob Morton, Clerk of Board of 

Aldermen, and of Common Coun- 

cil, ‘ ; $2,000 
Do. preparing minutes for publication, 150 2,150 ist 
John Ahern, Assistant Clerk, in May- 

or’s Office, and of Board of Alder- 

men, y -. 1,000 LAth. . ** 





Dow D. Williamson, icaonues Com- 

mon Council, : ; 700 6th Oi 
Jacob Hays, as Soi gditivls lial 

Board Aldermen, ; 250 5th ce 

Do. as High Pelcuble: : 5002 oths 

John Sidell, First Marshal, 900 6th ae 
John W. Richardson, Clerk of Board 

of Assistants, 3 . $1,000 
Do. preparing Minutes for pub- 

lication, : Ses POU 

1,150 9th “ 
George B. Butler, Assistant do. 200 10th 
David T. Valentine, Sergeant at Arms, do. 500 Stir 
Do. as Marshal, attending Marine Court, 

12s. per day, (except Sundays) 469 50 8th * 
John Fleming, Treasurer, . 5 500 Ast: <4 
Talman J. Waters, Comptroller, : 2,500 5th » 


William Thompson, Deputy Comptroller, 1,200 Alth, .f 
William S. Smith, Collector of City er 

Revenue, 3 ; 1,200 5th 
George B. Smith, Sireet Commissioner, 3,000 15th <‘ 
Edward Doughty, Assistant Street 


Commissioner, : y : 2,000 10th =“ 
Jacob Lozier, Clerk in Street Com- 
missioner’s Office, 5 ; 750 Tih 
Ditto, : : F 500 


oy 


Carried over, $22,469 50 
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Salary. Residence. 
‘Asaount brought over, $22, 469 50 
Lewis Jamison, Porter attending the 
Record Office, 8s. per day, (except 





Sundays,) 5 313 15th Ward. 
Samuel Fickett, Bin pokiutapdant of 

Wharves, ‘i 800 Alth _* 
Abraham Leggett, Sapstinendant of 

Mud Machine, 5 700 6th 
William Lawson, Street isapectat Ist 

Ward, $2 per day, 730 Est SS 
Daniel S. White, do. 2d Ward, $2 per day 730 Odo. 
John B. Ebbets, do. 3d do. 730 ot ies 
Nicholas B. Lyon, do: 4th do. 730 4th “ 
Isaac A. Isaacs, do. 5th do. 730 Sth « 
Daniel McGrath, do. 6th do. 730 6th * 
Francis Gantz, do. 7th do. 730 f@u pee 
Amos Gore, do. 8th do. 730 8th “ 
Henry Randel, do. 9th do. 730 Othe 
John Stilwell, do. 10th do. 730 10th * 
Abraham Hatfield, do. 11th do. 730 Ligh 46 
John G. Kip, do. 12th do. 730 12th ¢ 
Jonah Randel, do. 13th do. 730 13th. ‘ 
Peter Field, do. 14th do. 730 14th .* 
Isaac C. Osborn, do. 15th do. 7307452" Wot 
William Curr, Keeper of Battery, 

Park, &c. 12s. per day, . : 547 50 6th 
John I. Shoemaker, Assistant Keeper 

of Battery, 6s. per day, . : 273 75 = Ast * 
James Healy, Assistant Keeper of 

Park, $1 per day, 365 6th ** 
Leonard D. House, Keeper of Wash- 

ington Square, 12s. per day, 5 547 50 9th * 
Cornelius Myers, Keeper of Potter's 

Field, 18s. per day, 5 : 821 25 12th * 


Carried over, $87,387 50° 
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Salary. Residence. 
“Amount brought over, $37,387 50 

Abraham D. Stephens, City Inspector, 1,000 8th Ward. 
John Hillyer, Assistant City Inspector, 1,000 Isteso + 
Obadiah Ayres, do. do. do. 

18 s. per day, (except Sundays) . 704 25 7th * 
John Coffin, | do. do. 18s. 

per day, 2 : 704 25 «6th = 
John M. Bloodasdh, Superintendent 

of streets,. ‘ é 3 1,500 14th = * 
Gregory Snethen, Superintendent of 

Lamps, . 750 4th ““ 
Jacob P. Roome, Superinteiilbne of 

Building, # 1,200 Sie 
James Gulick, Chief Baained, : 1,000 Stir “46 
Thomas D. Howe, Commissioner of 

the Fire Department, : 750 10th =“ 
John Crosthwaite, Clerk to Coinisic- : 

sioners. of the Fire and Building 

Department, : < . 400 10th * 
John Doe, Keeper of the Reservoir, 

8s. per day, . 365 lith  * 
Abraham B, Martling, Keeper of the 

City Hall, A 400 6th * 
George W. Skellorn, Depicy “aoe 

of the City Hall, : é 1,000 6th =“ 
John Astin, Rain do. do. 

10s. per day, 4 : : 456 25 Sth * 


David Higbie, do. do. do. 
10s. per day, 

George Hinchman, Porter aonding 
Mayor’s Office, 8s. per day, (ex- 


456 25 4th “ 


cept Sundays,) . E : 313 15th: >" 
Joseph Leonard, for furnishing lists 
of passengers, . 4 = 100 7th = ** 





Carried over, $49,286 50 
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Salary. Residence. 
Amount:brought over, $49,286 50 
Silvanus Miller, Public Administrator, 1,250 8th Ward. 
David I. Burger, Regulator of Public 
Clocks, . ‘ 200 6th * 
Henry Storms, TAs psctor of Hacbnds 
Coaches, : Hs é 800 7 eae 
James Hopson, Special Justice, 3 1,600 4th “§ 
John W. Wyman, ~ do. : 1,600 Sth = *& 
Oliver M. Lownds, do. 5 1,600 Vth 
John M. McDonald, do. ‘ 1,600 Sas .)48 
Resolvert Stephens, Clerk of Police, 1,250 10th 
Elias Hicks, Assistant Clerk of Police, 1,250 Oth 
Joshua L. Pell, Clerk of Upper Police, 1,250 15th * 
Richard Riker, Recorder, ‘ 1,500 Odes 
Ogden Hoffman, District Attorney, . 8,000 Sth. «246 
Richard Hatfield, Clerk of Oyer and Ter- 
miner and Sessions Courts, - 2,000 Tth: cok 
' John P. Roome, Crier of Courts, - 3800 Oth 86 
Samuel Jones, Chief Justice ae 
Court, 3 2,500... 15th. 
Josiah Ogden Hoffinan, ‘suits Justice 
Superior Court, 5 : - 2,500 5th: <# 
Thomas J. Oakley, do. do. 2,500 Sth en 
Isaac Asten, Sweeper of Fulton Market, 
$2 per day, et: 180 
George Duryea, Deputy Clerk of doz: 45% 5p0) Rdsinaks 
Leonard Baum, do. of Washington 
Market, 500, and sweeping, 46950 . 96950 3d * 
James Gilbert, Deputy Clerk Clinton Mar- 
ket, $418, and sweeping, $300 wn tls Sth; - '*¢ 
Thomas Cooper, Deputy Clerk Centre Mar- 
ket, $418, and sweeping, $216 «> 684:>" 10th 7% 
John Bremner, Deputy Clerk Catharine 
Market, $365, and sweeping, $365,’ 2805) awe > 


$80,268 00 
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Salary. Residence. 
Amount brought over, $80,268 00 
John Davenport, Deputy Clerk Greenwich 
& Jefferson Markets, $365, sweeping, 192, 557 9th Ward. 
John Martine, Deputy Clerk Tompkins 
Market, $365, sweeping $60, * . tasde Dy ol lib 
Matthew Vogal, Deputy Clerk Grand, Essex 
and Gouverneur Markets, $365, sweep- 





ing 330, : 695 llth * 
Jacob Manolt, Deputy Clerk Fr st Mar- 
ket, including sweeping, ‘ 365 
James Seaman, Deputy Clerk Miaubatian 
Market, including sweeping, . 365 138th: 


Jameson Cox, Superintendent of the sain 
House, Bridewell and Penitentiary, . 1,600 12th “ 





Edward M. Guion, Clerk of dos: * 34'2:750 do. 
. John B. Stevenson, Physician and Sur- 
: . geon todo. i . 1,500 do. 
E George B. Thorp, Kespar of City Prison, 1,000 do. 
| Gilbert F. Hays, do. . do. 500 do. 
, S. H. Jacques, do. do. 500 do. 
3 Shubal Swain, do. do. BOO «Fit its 
q James Van Tassel, do. do. 500. 11th. 
| William Rockwell, Physician to do. 500. 7th scits 
| John O. Woodruff, Keeper of Penitentiary, 1,000 12th “ 
Jacob Hardenbrook, Deputy do. 500 12th = * 
[: Benjamin F. Ryer, do. do. 500.. 12th ..“ 
Ps Salary. Residence. 
é 2 | Josiah Ménn, Agent of the 
5 sl Commissioners, . “800 6th Ward 
. BS | William P. Elting, Clerk of ds: 550 5th « 
3% William Schureman, Visitor of — 
38 do. 18s. per day, . : 821 25 15th 
=: 3 Joshua D. Brown, Hearse Dri- 

‘6 | ver, 12s. per day, . 3 547 50 15th * 
| Carried over, $94,743 75 











Appointed by the Commissioners of the Alms House. 


383 


Amount brought over, 
Daniel Lyons, Driver of Bride- 
well stage, 12s. per day, 
John A. Haring, Steward of 


Alms House, 3 . 
Abraham Van Cleef, do. 
Lodowick Fick, do, 
Arnold Potter, do. 


Hannah Johnson, Matron of 
Alms House, ; 

Catharine Morrell, Nurse of 
Lunatics, 

Henry Ryer, ern of Shoe 
Shop, : 

James Parker, do. ‘Cangas 
ter’s Shop, 14s. per day, 

Charles Bannan, do. Black- 
smith’s Shop, 12s. per day, 

John B. Stagg, 


James Rockwell, 
James G. Smith, 
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Salary. Residence. 


$94,743 75 
547 50. 10th Ward 
500 «12th * 
500 «12th ~* 
500 «12th ‘© 
500 = 12th 
200 12th * 
200. 12th *~ 
550. 12th * 
638.75 ith 


“547 50 138th “ 


|W atchmen 
at the Bride- 


Amaziah A. Young, \ wellat Belle- 4 o77 50 12th « 


Elias Dobb, vue, at seven 
Frederick Regier, \ shillings 
Thomas Grover, night. 
Stephen Weeks, 


Abraham Parcells, Shoemaker 
and Keeper at Blackwell's 
Island, 5 : 

John B. Morrell, Carpenter 


and Keeper do. 
Job. Vreeland, Mason and 

Keeper do. 
H. Brennard, Quarryman and 

Keeper do. 


Zachariah Burrell, Guard do. 
Robert Birmingham, do. do. 


Carried over, 


per 
400 12th: 4 
400 do. 
400 do. 
400 do. 
400 _ do. 
300 : do. 
8300 do. 


— 


$103,505 00 
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William Whitley, Farmer at 
the Long Island Farms, $2 


Jane Ley, Matron of the ian 
Island Nurseries, . > 150 do. 


Eber Wheaton, Assistant Justice 1st, 


2d and 8d Ward Courts, = 1,600 11th Ward. 
Elisha Morrill, Assistant Justice, 4th 

and 6th, do. do . ’ 1,600 6th 
William W. Cowan, Assistant Justice 

5th, Sth and 14th, do. do. 1,600 8th 
Charles McEwen, Assistant Justice 

7th, 10th, and 13th do. do. 1,600 7th 
Anthony Woodward, Assistant Jus- 

tice 9th and 11th do. do. 1,600 6th 
Ambrose Kirtland, Clerk Ist, 2d and 

8d do. do. ; ; 850 5th 
Geo. Betts, Clerk 4th and 6th do. do. 850 6th 
Peter See, do. 5th, 8th and 14th do. 850 8th 
Jas. Lozier, do. 7th, L0th and 18th do. 850 10th 
R.L. Jaques, do. 9th and 11th do. 850 8th 


District Watch, night 684 87 6th 


Daniel Fisher, Captain of Ist ) 15s. per 
John Stewart, do. Ist do.) each. 10th 





Carried over, $119,539 87 


perday, . 730 Queen’s Co. 


= Salary. Residence. 
= Amount brought over, $103,505 00 

aI Conrad Shurogar, do. do. 800. =: 12th Ward. 
2 Martin O’Kie, do. do. 300 do. 

yg Levi Donaldson, do. do. 300 do. 

‘s | Samuel F. Betts, Keeper do. 300 do. 

e | John Galliher, do. — do. 300 do. 

s Martin Rapelyea, do. © do. 300 do. 

3 John A. Dooley, do. © do. 300 do. 

s Frederick Raymond, Cox- 

38 swain, do. 120 do. 

> 

ee 

= 


66 
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Salary, Residence. 
Amount Brought over, $119,539 37. 
Nathaniel L. Asten, do. 2d do. ; d 684 37 10th * 
Ira Munson, do. 2d do. “i 10th = * 
Herring, do. 3d do. us 

Cornelius Stage, do. 3d ae > et = 
James E. Hyde, Assistant Cap. ] : 

of 1st District Watch, |. 12s. per 6th * 
John Purse, Assist. Cap. do. > night 1,092 14th .* 
Nathaniel Boyles, do. do. | each (the 
Peter Hull, do. do. 5th -. 
Joseph Archer, do. 2d do.) 12s. per Oth" 
Joseph Seaman, do. 2d do. : 9th.“ 
Joel Millet, do. 2 da fee 9th « 
John Lefferts, do. 2d do. each. Oth. = 
Alexander May, do. 3d do. ) 12s. per 10th. * 
John Ottowell, do. 3d do. ‘cht 1,092 10th =* 
Orlando Warren, do. 3d do. f ™8& sahig 10th * 
Isaac Van Benschoten, 3d do. each. Tith = 
Cornelius Roosa, Assistant to Board of 

Health, . ‘ P i 800 8th 





$124,484 11 


> 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXVIL. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 6, 1833. 


The following Report was received from the - Superintendent of 
the Alms House, Bridewell and Penitentiary, and directed to 


be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


Of the Superintendent of the Alms House, Bridewell and 
Penitentiary of the City of New York, showing the number 
of paurers who have been admitted into the Alms House, 
from the first of May, 1832, (including those at the time in 
the House) to the first of May, 1833 ; and the number pis- 
CHARGED and ELOoPED from, and that piep in the house 
during the same period; and likewise, the number of 
PAUPeERS now in the house, designating their sex and places 
of prrtH; the number of PRISONERS and vAGRANTS in the 
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BRIDEWELL and PENITENTIARY; and the number of PATIENTS 
and manracs inthe Atms House Ho:Pitan: with an ac- 
count of ponaTIoNs distributed to ouvT-poor Poor, by the 
Superintendent and Commissioners, during the time aforesaid. 


Pavrers in and apMiTTEp into the ALms HousE 

from the first of May, 1832, to the first of 

May, 1833, “ : 5,409 © 
PAUPERS DISCHARGED, 2 pico debe: 215— 

piep, 834. ‘Total discharged, eloped and 

died, A A 5 ; : 3,874 


Number (including hospital patients, maniacs, 


and children at nurse,) remaining May Ist, 
1833, oes 


NUMBER OF MEN, WOMEN, BOYS AND GIRLS. 








MEN. | WOMEN. | BOYS. | GIRLS. | TOTAL. 





374 | 201 | 1,535. 








\ 


456 | 504 








PLACES OF NATIVITY. 
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Number of rRisoners in Bridewell the first of 
May, 1833, Men 53, Women 15. ‘Total, 
Number of prisoners and vacrants (including 
33 Female State Convicts) in the Penitentiary, 
first of May, 1833, Men 269, Women 191. 

Total, 

Number of patients in the Alms House Hospital; 
the first of May, 1833, Men 60, Women. 58. 
Total, 

Number of manracs in Adios House Biceenitty 
the first of May, 1833, Men 54, Women 64. 
Total, :, A 


Cash distributed to ovT-poor Poor, ee the 
last twelve months, : 

Wood laid in and distributed to same, 3,281 
loads, including carting and piling, 

Potatoes laid in and distributed to same, 4,180 
loads, in¢luding carting and carrying in 

Turf laid in and distributed, 676 chaldrons, 26 
bushels, and measuring, 


68 


460 


118 


118 


. $5,405 63 


8,628 06 
985 03 


1,693 02 


Total, $16,711 74 


Respectfully, 
JAMESON 


COX, 


Superintendent. 


The Superintendent of the Alms House, &c., respectfully 
communicates to the Common Council, (in addition to his 
Annual Report,) that the following named articles have been 
manufactured by the Paupers for the Alms House and Peni- 
tentiary, during the past year, to wit, from May Ist, 1832, to 


May ist, 1833. 
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Number of yards of woolen cloth manufactured 


the last year, - e = 
Number of yards of cotton and woolen cloth 
made the last year, - - 4 


Number of yards of woolen warp in hand, - 
Number of pounds of stocking yarn made the last 
year, = = = . 
Number of pairs of shoes. made the last year, - 
Number of pairs of shoes repaired the last year, 
Number of men’s and boy’s woolen suits made 
the last year, - - - = 
Number of men’s and boy’s summer suits made 
the last year, 4 ae - 
Number of men’s and boy’s shirts made the last 
year, - - - - - 
Number of women’s and girl’s full dresses made, 
(including short gowns, petticoats and che- 
mise, ) - - S - - 
Number of pairs of stockings knit during the 
last year, - - - - 
Number of coffins made during the last year, - 
Number of barrels of soft soap made the last - 
year, - - - - - 


FOR PENITENTIARY. 
MADE AT THE ALMS HOUSE. 


Number of yards of woolen cloth made for 
same, last year, = = x = 
Number of woolen suits cut at Alms House, 
for same, last year, - - = 
Number of pairs of summer trowsers, lent at 
Alms House, for same, last year, —- e 


1,862 


9,934 
730 


1,015 
2,725 
1,337 
496 
476 


1,696 


1,286 


1,050 
1,100 


1,500 


4,363 
430 


341 











391 [Doc. No. 67. 


There have been raised on the land within the enclosure 
_ at Bellevue, 10,000 heads of cabbage, and other necessary 
vegetables for the consumption of the establishment, together 
with sufficient broom corn to make eight hundred brooms ; 
and on the common lands belonging to the Corporation, be- 
tween the Bloomingdale Road and the Third Avenue, sixty 
tons of hay, five thousand three hundred bushels of potatoes, 
one thousand bushels of turnips; and one hundred rods of 
stone wall have been built. | 

N. B. The Alms House, Hospital, Penitentiary at Belle- 
vue and Blackwell’s Island, Bridewell and Old Alms House, 
are supplied from the soft soap which is made by the Paupers 
solely at the Alms House- 


There is a hired man to oversee the shoe shop, carpenters’ » 


shop, blacksmith shop and bake-house. There is an average 
of twelve barrels of flour made into bread by the Paupers 
daily, from which all the different establishments are supplied, 
as in the case of the soft soap. Likewise, all the repairs (are 
done by the Reopen) and blacksmith work. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JAMESON COX, 


Superintendent. 
May 1st, 1833. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXVIITI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 6, 1833. 





Report of the Street Committee on widening Cliff street. Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of sundry persons to widen Cliff street, between Beekman 
and Ferry streets, and also remonstrances from many owners 
of the property on the street, and from the Vestry and War- 
dens of St. George’s Church, against the proposed alteration, 


REPORT, 


That they have personally examined the ground, and are of 
opinion that the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be 
granted, inasmuch as the expenses attending the measure 
would much exceed every possible benefit the property would 
derive therefrom. 

50 





S , f 
PEE Fee UM tp PTW Pet eg eel Se SAT Cage NOTES eee 


“ open to the street, and your Committee hope the time has 
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It is not long since that section of the street underwent an 
improvement, by being widened in part, on the south-easterly 
side, making it of a neatly uniform width, and but little nar- 
rower than between Ferry and Frankfort streets. Many of 
the remonstrants contributed to the expense of that improve- 
ment, and are unwilling to be again assessed for another alte- 
ration, and one which they do not deem desirable. 

The proposed widening would be a change in which would 
be involved a very trifling improvement, and at the same time 
an injury of great magnitude to the interests of the Church. 

_ The ground proposed to be taken from it being about 3-5ths 
of the whole of the new line, is partly occupied by a building 
in constant use by the congregation as a lecture room, for 
Sunday schools, and a daily infant school, all of which would 
be seriously inconvenienced and injured by even a temporary 
deprivation of their usual place of meeting. The residue of 
the ground contains a range of family vaults, in which have 
been deposited the remains of many of our respectable fellow- 
citizens, which would necessarily be removed and thrown 


not yet arrived when the sanctuary of the grave shall be — 
approached with unhallowed hands, and recklessly profaned. 
The strongest reasons and most unanswerable arguments 
would alone justify so rude an outrage on the feeling of the 
age—on the sympathies of our nature. 





The petition bears the signatures of five persons, while the 
remonstrance is signed by twenty-one, who own on Cliff 
street 1,073 feet front, in addition to which St. George’s 
Church owns 161 feet, making an aggregate in apposition of 
1,234 feet. 


The Committee, in taking the case in all its bearings, re- 
commend, that no order be taken on the subject as regards 
altering the present lines of the street, and offer the following 
resolution : 
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Resolved, That the Committee be discharged from the 
_ subject of widening Cliff street, and that the petitioners have 
_ leave to withdraw their petition. 


WM. W. HOLLY, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
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DOCUMENT A. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS.: 


MAY 21, 1882. 


Report of the Finance Committee on the Remonstrance of John 


T. Irving and H. Andrews, Adopted. , 
BensamMin Crane, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom the Remonstrance of 
John T. Irving and H. Andrews, against leasing lot corner 
of Wall and Nassau streets, was referred, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have examined the facts as so fully set forth in the 
annexed report of the Joint Finance Committees of both 
Boards, in conjunction with the Law Committee of the Board 
of Aldermen,——That your Committee approve of said resolu- 
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tion as passed by the Board of Aldermen, and recommend this 


Board to agree to the same. 
PETER 8. TITUS, 


JOHN I. LABAGH, 
D. McCARTHY, 
Finance Committee. 


The Finance Committees of both Boards, in conjunction 
with the Law Committee, to whom was referred the remon- 
strance of John T. Irving and H. Andrews, Executors, 
against leasing thel ot of ground corner of Wall and Nassau 


streets, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have examined with great care and deliberation the. 
title of the Corporation to the property in question, and made 
themselves acquainted with the circumstances under which 
the lot was enclosed. The Committee have given the Re- 
monstrants a personal hearing, but nothing has been added by 
them, having any important bearing in the case, to their 


’ written memorial. The Committee would recommend the 


reading of this memorial with a view to the more perfect un- 
derstanding of the subject, and they ask the attention of the 
Board to the following history of this land which has so long 
been a subject of embarassment to the Corporation, drawn up 
by the Deputy Street Commissioner ; the investigations having 
been made by their direction and the evidence in support 
thereof, being collected, and now deposited in the Street 
Commissioner’s Office. : 

1. Ina grant of land made by Thomas Dongan, the British 
Governor of the then province of New York, a part of this 
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ground.is laid out and described in the grant as being dedi- 
cated and reserved for a public street. This grant is dated 
May 25, 1689, and recorded in the Register’s Office, Lib. 31, 
page 25 of Conveyances. 

2, In the year 1695 the building of the former City Hall, 
in Wall street, was commenced by the Common Council of 
that day, and a part of the ground in question, was then open 
and used as a street, being immediately adjacent to and form- 
ing the northwesterly boundary line of the then City Hall. 

3. In the year 1718, the heirs and devisees of the original 
grantees from Governor Dongan proceed to make partition 
of the lands granted, and cause a map thereof to be made. 
On this map is represented a ground plan of the then City 
Hall, and the land in question is also shown on the map as a 
street called Kip street, and the lot now owned by the Estate 
of Thomas and William Benton, is thereupon delineated as a 
corner lot. 

A certified copy of this map, dated 3d January, 1718, and 
taken from the map attached to the partition deed, is in the 
Street Commissioner’s Office. 

4. In the year 1773, on the 30th of November, the Com- 
mon Council purchase from the Trustees of the Dutch 
Church, a piece of ground on Kip now Nassau street, com- 
mencing 49 feet from Wall street, and running along Nassau 
street, 50 feet to the house and lot then of John Wiley, now 
John T. Irving. Consideration money £126 101. This deed 
recognises the ground previously spoken of as a public street 
and bounds upon it as such, and the Corporation, by this con- 
veyance, expressly purchase this land for the purpose of add- 
ing to the street, and covenant that it shall forever be used as 
such and shall never be built upon or fenced in. This deed 
is recorded in the Comptroller’s Office, in city grants, Book 
D, page 438. 

(Of this last mentioned piece of land, a part is enclosed 

51 
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by the Corporation, and the residue has been taken posses- 
sion of and enclosed with an iron railing by the Presbyterian 
Church.) 

5. No alteration in this state of things is discovered, and 

all the land, as well that originally laid out as the piece pur- 
chased by the Corporation, continues to be used uninterrup- 
tedly for the purpose of a highway until the year 1813 or 
1814, and this fact is fully evinced from the circumstance 
that the stoops or entrances to the houses, now owned by the 
Estate of T. and W. Benton and John T. Irving, were in that 
part of the street which is now enclosed; but after the present 
City Hall was finished and the old one was about to be taken, 
down, it appears (from the best information which can be 
obtained) that the ground was fenced in by the persons em- 
ployed in taking down the old building, as a place of deposit 
for such articles of copper, lead, iron, &c. which it was ex- 
pedient to preserve, and to prevent their being pilfered. It 
does not appear that the Common Council passed any order 
directing this enclosure to be made, but that it was the act of 
the overseer who had charge of taking down the old City 
Hall. 


(The ground has remained enclosed from that time to the 
present day.) 


6. The City Hall being removed, it was determined to 
widen Nassau street, from Cedar street to Wall street, and 
application was accordingly made by the Common Council 
to the Supreme Court, for that purpose. The commissioners 
being appointed, proceeded to the execution of their trust ; 
and made report to the Supreme Court of their doings on the 
Ath of October, 1813, which report was confirmed, and 
the street consequently widened. In that report the Corpo- 
ration are awarded the sum of Eleven Thousand Dollars, for 
their loss and damage by reason of surrendering so much of 
their land as was necessary to widen Nassau street. This 
sum was raised by assessment upon the adjacent property, 


2 
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and paid to the Corporation. The original report of the 
Commissioners, and the maps made for their use are.on file 
in the Street Commissioner’s Office. 

, (It is here proper to remark, that a portion of the land for 
which the Corporation received the damage of $11,000, viz: 
4 feet 6 inches front on Wall ‘street, and running to a point 
up Nassau street, is included in that part now enclosed by the 
fence.) 


7. During the pendency of the last. above saa pro- 
ceedings, the Common Council caused the residue of the 
land owned by them, on the corner of Wall and Nassau 
streets, and on the southerly side of Nassau street to be sur- 
veyed, into four lots, by Wm. Bridges, then City Surveyor, 
and a map thereof made, which map was exhibited at the 

- Tontine Coffee House, and the lots sold thereby. On this 
map Nassau street is laid down as being at*its junction with 
Wall street 62 feet wide, extending from the corner of the 
lot, at present the Custom House, to the corner of the house 
and lot now owned by the estate of T. & W. Benton, and also 
showing the lot of John T. Irving, as having a front down 
Nassau street towards Wall street. 


This map is dated 1813, and the original. is on file in the 
Street Commissioner’s Office. 


8. Notwithstanding no direct act of the Common Council 
ean be found in regard to the enclosure, on taking possession 
of this property, yet the Commissioners appear to have viewed 
it as belonging to them, for in the assessment abovementioned, 
they describe it as an unenclosed piece of ground on the cor- 
ner of Wall street; and assess against the Corporation of 
New York, the sum of $967 50, for benefit this ground re~ 
ceives. This assessment was paid by the Corporation, as ap- 
pears by the books in the Street Commissioner’s Office. And . 
so in every case in which assessments were levied upon the 
property in that section of the city, it is charged against the 
Corporation, and they have always paid the assessments. 


Doe. A.J 404 


9. The land remained enclosed from 1814 until 1819, 
without being applied to any beneficial purpose ; but in May, 
1819, it was rented to Mess’rs B'ackwell and MacFarlane, at 
the annual rent of $100 ; subject, however, to giving up pos- - 
session at a moment’s warning, if the Corporation should so 
require. 

10. An account has been made showing the various 
amounts paid by the Common Council for various assess- 
ments, and a computation of interest on the same, and also 
an account of the amounts received by way of rents and in- 
terest thereon, up to the first of May, 1831; from which it 
appears there has been paid on this land for assessments at 
various times from. 1813, to first of May, 


1831, peas ast é . $1,145 08 


For interest on the above assessments, from 
the days of confirmation respectively, ; 1,183 14 








Making, $2,828 22 328 22 
And there has been received for rent from Ist 
of May, 1819, to Ist of May, 1831, 12 years, $1,200 00 


For interest on the above from meantime, say 
15th of May, 1825, Ee z i 523 25 


$1,723 25 
Leaving the ground debtor on the Ist of May, 
1831, : ‘ ; : : 604 97 


Making, $2,328 22 











The particulars of this account are in the Street Commis- 


, sioner’s Office. 


The conclusion to which the Committee have come, is, 
that it is expedient and proper for the Corporation to surren- 
der this property to the public as part of the street, so soon 
as they shall be reimbursed from the balanee of assessment 
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paid by them according to the above account; and that if 
the Remonstrants shall elect to pay said balance to the 
Comptroller immediately, the resolution to lease the lot be 
rescinded, and the necessary measures adopted to regulate 
and repave that part of the street. The Committee accord- 
ingly recommend that the Comptroller be instructed to make 
this proposition to the Remonstrants. 

H. VAN WAGENEN, 

ANTHONY LAMB, 

H. MEIGS, 

PETER SHARPE, 

E. BARNES, 

M. M. QUACKENBOS. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 4, 1832. - 


Street Commissioner’s Report relative to Fulton street Ferry at 
Brooklyn. Referred to Ferry Committee. 
Bensamin Crane, Clerk. 


The Street Commissioner begs leave to lay before the 
Common Council the present situation of the ground at Ful- 
ton street Ferry, in Brooklyn, where it is proposed to build a 
Bulkhead. 

The Common Council passed a resolution, which was 
approved by the Mayor, January 26th, 1832, appropriating 
Six Hundred Dollars to build a Bulkhead at Brooklyn, as 
per plan, and the Street Commissioner advertised as usual 
for proposals for this work. 

The proposals received were as follows : 


Jobe ABASreOR i. ite so, Fee pt et $700 00 
William Hockman, . i : ; - 787 50 
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These were all which the Street Commissioner received 
for building with regular block work. 


Afterwards John Anderson proposed to build the work 
with piles, well driven, according to a specification left by him, 
and which the Street Commissioner believes would have been 
perfectly safe,and adapted to that place ; and the price he 
asked was Four Hundred and filty Dollars, and the Street 
Commissioner would have made a contract with him for this 
work if he had considered himself authorized so to do; but 
on inquiry he finds that unfortunately for Mr. Anderson, it is 
considered by those who know him well, that: his ability for 
means to perform the work are doubtful. 

The Street Commissioner has, had a conversation with 
Levi B. Griffin, and obtained from him a verbal offer for 


Seven Hundred and twelve Dellars, fifty cents, to build with 
block work a bulkhead. 


In the mean time the Street Commissioner is sorry to in- 
form the Common Council, that hundreds of loads of earth. 
have been deposited in the place where the bulkhead was 
proposed to be built, and this earth is now washing away by 
the current, and passing through a small bridge in the ferry 


pier, and depositing in the slip where the ferry boat lands, 


and has done and will continue to do very serious injury to 
the ferry. 


The Street Commissioner begs leave to say, that, in his 
opinion, this case requires imm ediate attention to the preser- 
vation of the property of the Corporation at Brooklyn. 


In the opinion of the Street Commissioner a bulkhead of 
piles, well secured, may be made cheaper than block or 
crib work ; and it may be a question of some importance, 
whether the sluice way in the present pier must not of ne- 
cessity in the present situation of this earth, be filled up ; and 
if so, what is to be the effect on the present ferry slip ? 
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The Street Commissioner presents the following resolu- 


tion : 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on Ferries be au- 

thorised to advise and direct the Street Commissioner as to 

the plan of securing the property of the Corporation of the 

City, at Brooklyn, from further injury, and that such sum as 

the said Committee shall advise be and hereby is appropria- 

ted for this special object, to be expended by the Street Com- 
missioner. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BENJAMIN WRIGHT, 
Street Commissioner. 
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DOCUMENT C. 


-BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MARCH 4, 1832. 


Report of the Street Committee on extension of Third street. 


Adopted. 
Bensamin Crane, Clerk. 


The Committee on Streets, to whom was referred the 
resolution for the extension of Third street, 


REPORT, 


That after a careful examination of the subject they are satis- 

_ fied of the propriety of the measure. Owners of lots in the 
vicinity are suffering loss by every rain, to a considerable 
extent, in consequence of the wash of their earth into the 
sunken lots. 

* The Committee are assured that the major part of the 
owners are willing and anxious to have this street finished. 
They therefore offer the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That Third street be filled and regulated, from 
its present termination between Lewis and Goerck streets, to 
a point 37 feet east of Mangin street, and that the holders of 
the water grants be required to comply with the conditions of 
their grants, respectively, to that effect, under the direction 
of the Street Commissioner. 

W. W. HOLLY, 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 

GEORGE SUTTON, 
Street Committee. 
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DOCUMENT D. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 18, 1833. 


Report of the Street Committee on the petition for paving Front 
street. Adopted. 
D. D. Wittiamson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Street Committee, to whom the petition and report on 
the subject of regulating and paving Front street, from Mont- 
gomery street to Corlear’s street, were referred, 


REPORT, 


That the Committee of the Board of Aldermen, in conse- 
quence of the building of a bulkhead at Gouverneur’s Slip, * 
&c., thought it inexpedient to grant the prayer of the peti- 
tioners’ in its whole length. The bulkhead has now been 
completed some time, and no objection on that score can 
arise. A part of Front street, in the vicinity of Corlaer’s 
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street, has not yet been reclaimed from the river, and your. 
Committee think, in concurrence with the Board of Alder- 
men, that it is not advisable at this time to pave that part. 
_ The Committee offer the following resolution ; 


Resolved, That Front street be regulated and oe from 
Montgomery street to Walnut street. 
WM. W. HOLLY, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 
Street Committee. 
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DOCUMENT E. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS, - 


APRIL 29, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Committee on the petition of the Keeper of 
Potter’s Field, for payment for burying Dogs. Adopted. 
D. D. Wituramson, Clerk pro tem. 


) 


ns 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Cornelius Myers, praying compensation to be allowed 
him for burying dogs, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That this subject has had the consideration of the old Fi- 
nance Committee, and the papers came into the possession 
‘of your Committee, as unfinished business left over by the 
old Board. There has been some delay for the purpose of 
getting information which was truly necessary. 


In the first place, your Committee inquired for the Law or 
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Ordinance under which Mr. Myers officiates as Keeper of 
Potter’s Field. 

In said inquiry your Committee has not been able to find 
any, and the information is, he is employed by the day, and 
has a house to live in there while performing the duty of 
Keeper of said place, and the whole business is left with him, 
to judge of the depth of depositing and covering up of all the 
corpses or bodies sent out to him to bury in said place ; 
which duty, your Committee are of opinion, should not be 
left to any person. ‘There should be an oversight by a Com- 
mittee, to inspect several times through the year. This is 
rather a digression from the report, but the Committee think 
they are justifiable in stating the loose manner in which this 
department is conducted. 


The Dog Law was next looked into, respecting the amount 
to be paid for each dog killed, drowned or buried. 


Your Committee believe, that frequently the same carcass 
was presented to your officer for pay by different persons, 
that deposition after deposition was taken by Mr. Bleecker, 
the Comptroller, and to prevent further imposition he caused 
them all to be deposited in the Corporation Yard, after which 
it became necessary to remove them some where else, upon 
which he sends a note as follows, viz: 

“ Mr. Myers is requested to have a place prepared to put 
the carcasses of the dogs under ground when sent out by Mr. 
Watson, Register of Dogs. 

“ June 27, 1831. 


“G, N. BLEECKER, Compiroller.” 


From this note Mr. Myers petitions the Common Council 
to pay him $243 04, for performing said duty, which, in the 
opinion of your Committee, is a very great charge, and they 
have come to these conclusions from the following facts, viz : 
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The note is dated June 27, 1831, when he was requested to 
do the duty, and ended on the Ist of November, 1831, giving 
him the first day, according as he alleges, and the day it 
ended, only 127 days ; then taking out the 18 Sundays in said 
time leaves only 109 working days. In this time there was 
154 loads of dogs sent up to him to bury, which is perhaps 
about the number he alleges in said petition. 

Your Committee then divided the number of loads by the 
number of days in said time, which is nearly 14 loads per day; 
and testing the thing further, they divided the number of 
working days as above, with the number of dogs, Mr. Myers 
alleges he buried in the same. time, and they make it hardly 
28 dogs per day, which your Committee think is very little 
work for a man to perform in a half day. 

From these facts as set forth, your Committee are willing 
to recommend that he be paid seventy-five cents for each day 
for the 109 days performing said business, and they recommend 
the following resolution, and hope the Board will agree to the 
same, 

Resolved, That the Comptroller draw his. Warrant on the 
Treasurer for Eighty-one Dollars, seventy-five cents, in favor 
of Cornelius Myers, which shall be in full for services and 
disbursements for burying dogs for the Corporation of the City 

. of New York, from the 27th of June to the Ist of November, 
- inclusive, last. 
Respectfully submitted, 


PETER §8. TITUS, 
D. McCARTHY, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT F. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 25, 1832. 


Report of the Street Committee on paving Eighteenth street. 


Adopted. 
D. D. Witi1aMson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Committee on Streets, to whom the petition to pave 
Eighteenth street was referred, 


REPORT, 


That they have examined the situation of said street, and find 
that it is very important to the convenience of the neighbor- 
hood that the paving asked for should be done before the ap- 
proaching winter. The street from the Seventh to the Tenth 
Avenues, is principally filled on either side with respectable 
houses, and from its vicinity to several manufactories which 
are in the daily practice of letting off large quantities of water, 
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the paving has become more necessary, as the water instead 
of passing off to the river is allowed to spread itself over the 
street, thereby forming ponds, which being frequented by that 
portion of the body politic, whose peculiar privilege it is to 
enjoy unmolested their own ideas of luxury, and being acted 
upon by a summer sun, are very offensive to the olfactory 
organs of residents. 
The Committee offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That Eighteenth street be regulated and paved 
from the Seventh to the Tenth Avenue, and that the Street 
Commissioner be directed to have the work done forthwith. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

W. W. HOLLY, 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 

GEORGE SUTTON, . 
Street Committee. 
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DOCUMENT G. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 25, 1832. 


Report of the Street Committee on paving side walks in Ham- 
mersley street. Adopted. 
D. D. Wittramson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Committee on Streets, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of J. Vernooy and others, to {have the sidewalks of 
Hammersley street, between Houstoun and Varick streets, 
paved, 


REPORT, 


That on an examination of the street the propriety of having 
the work done was manifest. The street is one of highly 
respectable character, and the residents are put to muchin- | 
convenience in rainy weather, and in winter, in consequence 
of the want of dry pavements. 
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The following resolution is offered : 
Resolved, That the side walks in Hammersley street, from 
the foot of Houstoun street to Varick street, be laid under the 


direction of the Street Commissioner. 
WILLIAM W. HOLLY, 


GEORGE SUTTON, 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 
Street Committee. 


* 
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DOCUMENT H. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


SEPTEMBER, 24, 1832. 


Report of the Commitiee on Laws, §c. relative to Fitzroy Road, 
and the Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals, of 
the former Board, together with the remonstrance of John L. 
Norton, Esq. Report and Resolution adopted. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Laws, &c. to whom was referred the 
annexed Report of the Committee on Roads and Canals, on 
the subject of closing a part of Fitz Roy Road, also the Re- 
monstrance of John L. Norton, against closing the said Road, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 
That after examining the said Report and Remonstrance, 


they find two questions only which in their opinion, it is im- 
portant for the Common Council to consider. 
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First—Whether Fitzroy Road is such a road as is con- 
templated by the act “authorizing the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of New York to close streets and 
Roads.” 

Second—Whether it is expedient for public convenience 
to close those parts of the said road, which are proposed to 
be closed by the annexed resolution * 


In respect to the first question—the Committee have no 
doubt that Fitzroy Road is a public road within the purview 
of the said act. The public have used it for thirty or forty 
years, and a part of it has already been closed according to 
the provisions of the said act. The very object of the act 
was, in the opinion of the Committee, to give power to the 
Corporation to order such roads to be shut up when the 
opening of the streets and avenues should render them no 
longer necessary or useful for public convenience. 


As to the second question—the Committee do not hesitate 
to coincide with the Report referred to them, in the opinion 
that it was advisable to close those parts of the said road. 
The Eighth Avenue is now opened and in good condition, 
and the Committee can conceive of no useful purpose to 
which the old Fitzroy Road can now be applied. 

The Committee would observe, that the remonstrance of 
Mr. Norton urges as an objection to this measure, that the 
fee of the road does not belong to the Corporation, but is 
vested in him. In answer to this objection, it is sufficient to 
say, that the act of the Legislature does not confine the power 
of closing roads to such as are owned by the public. It 
makes provision for paying to all parties interested such da- 
mages as they may sustain. Whatever right, therefore Mr. 
Norton may have, can be duly considered and provided for 
by the report of the Commissioners who may be appointed. 


As to the mode of disposing of the land composing the old 
road when closed, the Committee deem it premature to adopt 
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any plan in that respect. The propriety of closing the road 
cannot depend in any respect upon the disposition hereafter 
to be made of the lands by the Corporation, and the Com- 
mittee would recommend that no order be now taken upon 
that branch of the subject, but that the following resolution 
be passed : 

Resolved, That Fitzroy Road be closed, from Twenty-third 
to Thirtieth street, and from Thirty-first to Forty-second 
street, and that the Counsel take the necessary measures for 
that purpose. 

CHARLES G. FERRIS, 
D. BANKS, 
GEORGE W. BRUEN. 


Resolved, That Fitzroy Road be closed, from Twenty-third 
to Thirtieth street, and from Thirty-first to Forty-second 
street, and that the same be offered to the owners of the ad- 
jacent property, at a price to be ascertained and fixed by the 
Street Commissioner, and in default of such owner or owners 
accepting the offer thus to be made, that the Comptroller 
advertise the same to be sold at public auction. 

JAMES B. MURRAY. 


The Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom the above 
resolution was referred, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and after duly considering the best mode of disposing 
of lands vested in the Corporation, by the closing of roads, 
have come to the conclusion, thut the most equitable man- 
ner of disposing of such lands, is by auction. 
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Your Committee agree with the minority of the Finance 
Committee of the Board of Aldermen, as set forth in Docu- 
ment No. 13, on the 17th January last, and would recom- 
mend the disposal of the land belonging to the Corporation, 
after the closing of Fitzroy Road, from Twenty-third to 
Thirtieth street, and from Thirty-first to Forty-second street, 
in a similar manner to that recommended by the Finance 
Committee of the Board of Aldermen, in Document No. 25, 
on the 5th of March last, for disposing of the gores of land 
on Warren, Fitzroy and Southhampton Roads. 

Your Committee beg leave to offer the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That Fitzroy Road be closed, from Twenty- 
third to Thirtieth street, and from Thirty-first to Forty-second 
street, and that the same be disposed of, in convenient lots, 
by auction, under the direction of the Comptroller, and Street 
Commissioner, as soon as practicable. 

_ N. I. BOYD, 
H. P. ROBERTSON, 
W. W. HOLLY. 


STATEMENT 
Of John L. Norton, in relation to his title to the Fitzroy Road. 


The Fitzroy Road passes through a part of the estate 
known as the Hermitage, which said estate was conveyed by 
the Executors of Joseph Murray to John Leake, by deed, 
bearing date the 10th day of November, 1757, now in the 
possession of John L. Norton. And which same estate was 
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devised by will by the said John Leake to the said John L, 
Norton. : 


That part of the said road which is comprised within the 
bounds of the said Hermitage, was originally a private road 
for the owners of the said estate, and gates were put up on 
different parts of it. It never was laid out as a public road, 
although it may have been used as such. 


In 1825 John L. Norton sold various parts of the Hermi- 
tage, and in many instances sold lots crossing the said road, 
and embracing different parts of it, and about the same time 
closed the said Fitzroy Road. He also at the same time 
improved the streets and avenues running through the said 
estate, comprising about twenty acres of land, and conveyed 
them to the Corporation, for which he received no considera- 
tion. He did not ask fora re-conveyance of the Fitzroy 
Road, because he did not consider that the Corporation had 
any right to convey it, and he deemed the said road as 
already his property, and he has already closed it. 


The.said road therefore never having been conveyed to 
the Corporation, never having been claimed by them, and 
having been originally intended as a private road for the use 
of the proprictors of the Hermitage estate, it is presumed the 
Corporation will not now exercise ownership over it, or con- 
vey it to any person or persons to the manifest injury and 
oppression of the proprietors of the said Hermitage. 

JOHN L. NORTON. 
New York, April 30, 1832. 
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DOCUMENT I. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 29, 1832. 


Three several Reports of the Committee on Public Offices and 
Repairs, on Miln Parker’s claim for damages by blowing 
rocks at Yorkville. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Committee on Public Officers and Repairs, to whom 
had been referred the following resolution— 


“ Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Offices and Repairs, with power, to agree with the owners 
of buildings which have been injured by the blasting of rocks 
on the Third Avenue, for compensation for the same,” 

(Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, August 6, 1832, 
G fete 3th Se Nasistants,. <<? 1S. ao. 
Approved by the Mayor, * 15, 1832,) 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That after this resolution was referred to them they proceeded 
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to investigate, and found that the better way would be to 
settle it by arbitration, which was agreed to on the part of 
some of the persons claiming to be damaged. 

Your Committee thereupon appointed James N. Wells, 
and they appointed Asher Riley, which two appointed 
George Smith as the third person, to settle the matters em- 
braced in the resolution. The appraisers have made the 
award, which your Committee recommend to be read, and 
the documents to that annexed. 


And your Committee do recommend the adoption of the 
following resolutions : : 

Resolved, That the sum of Six Hundred and fifty Dollars 
be paid to Miln Parker for damage done his buildings, and 
the further sum of Three Hundred and ninety-one Dollars, 
fifty cents, for damage done his carriages, &c., by blasting 
rocks on the Third Avenue. 

Resolved, That the sum of Three Hundred Dollars be paid 
Joseph Tucker for damage done his dwelling-house, and out 
houses, in blasting rocks on the Third Avenue. 

Resolved, That Sixty Dollars be paid to the arbitrators in 
the above matter, for their services. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


THOMSON PRICE, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 


The Committee on Public Offices and Repairs, to whom 
was referred back their former Report, state that what they 
then reported, they still adhere to. That they have exam- 
ined the further claims which were presented, and recom- 
mend the adoption of the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That One Hundred and forty Dollars be allow- 
ed to Miln Parker for removal of shop, fixtures, forges, &c., 
in consequence of blasting rocks at Yorkville. 


Resolved, That John G. Kipp and Oliver D. Lattimer have 
leave to withdraw their petition for damages done them by 
blasting rocks on the Third Avenue at Yorkville. 

THOMSON PRICE, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 


The Committee on Public Offices and Repairs, to whom 
was referred the application of Miln Parker, for damages 
sustained by him in the blasting of rocks at Yorkville, 


REPORT, 


That the Committee considered it the best method to appoint 
arbitrators, who would have no partialities, being chosen by 
each party, and who would examine critically into the cir- 
cumstances of said damage. That your Committee chose 
James N. Wells, and Mr. Parker selected Asher Riley, which 
two chose George Smith. 

That said appraisers, after a careful examination, have 
awarded to Mr. Parker, for 


Damage done to his building, - $650 00 
s “66 6 carriages, &c. - 391 50 
$1,041 50 


That Mr. Parker presents a farther claim for loss in his 
business, and removing his work shop, &c. Your Commit- 
tee, being anxious to render an impartial and prompt adjust- 
ment of this claim, have visited Mr. Parker’s factory, and 
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from their examination have unanimously agreed to allow 
for expenses in removing and fitting up his shops, fixtures, 
&e., One Hundred and forty Dollars. 

They therefore beg leave to offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Comptroller be directed to draw a 
Warrant in favor of Miln Parker, for Eleven Hundred and 
eighty-one Dollars, fifty cents, in full for all claims by him 
against the Corporation of New York, for damages sustained 
at Yorkville. 

THOMSON PRICE, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT K. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 28, 1882. 


Report of the Special Committee on the petition of the Manhat- 
tan Gas Company. Adopted. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred the Report 
and Resolutions of the Board of Aldermen, in relation to the 
application of the Manhattan Gas Light Company, beg leave 
to 


REPORT, 


That they have given the subject as accurate an investigation 

as their opportunities would permit. That they have ascer- 

tained upon competent authority, that at the present cost of 

the manufacture of gas, the Company would be obliged 

to disburse fifteen dollars a lamp for the supply of gas in qua- 
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lity and quantity, equal to that which is supplied by the New 
York Gas Light Company, by their contract with the Corpo- 
ration. 

That in consideration of a contract being entered into, that 
should be in all respects upon the same terms and conditions 
with that made with the New York Gas Light Company 
(with the exception of the consideration hereinafter stated) 
the Corporation shall require from the Manhattan Gas Com- 
pany, that they shall furnish the public lamps with gas, and 
be at the charge of lighting the same, for the sum of fifteen 
dollars a lamp. The Corporation to have the option of 
using the same or not, as they may see fit. The Company 
not to be compelled to light any lamps that may be in a line 
east and west, north of Sixth street. In conformity to 
which the Committee beg leave to offer the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Manhattan Gas Company be authorised 
to make use of any of the public streets in the City of New 
York, north of Grand street, for the laying down of gas pipes 
in conformity with their petition: Provided they shall previ- 
ously thereto enter into a contract with the Corporation to 
light and furnish with gas such of the city lamps as they may 
from time to time be required to do, from such mains as the 
Company may lay between Grand street and a line not far- 
ther north than Sixth street, upon the same terms and con- 
ditions as have been granted to the New York Gas Light 
Company, and for the same period of time, excepting that 
the cost of each lamp, and the lighting of the same, shall not 
exceed fifteen dollars a lamp. The Company are to have the 
same terms and conditions, in relation to their gas works be- 
coming a nuisance, and in relation to the repairs of the 
streets, as have been imposed upon the New York Gas Light 
Company, and such other salutary regulations as are stated 
in the report of the Committee of the Board of Aldermen. 
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That the Counsel for the Board, if the Board of Aldermen 
concur, and the Manhattan Gas Company assent thereto, be 
directed to prepare a contract in conformity with this resolu- 
tion, and the report of the Board of Aldermen. 

G. W. BRUEN, 

D. BANKS, 

W. VAN WYCK. 
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DOCUMENT L. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 14, 1833. 


Draft of a Contract between the Mayor, Aldermen and Common- 
alty of the City of New York and the Manhattan Gas Light 
Company. Referred to the Special Committee on that subject. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


-Tuis InpENTURE made this dayof | A. D. 
1833, between the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
City of New York, of the first part, and the Manhattan Gas 
Light Company of the second part, witnesseth, that the said 
parties of the first part, for and in consideration of the cove- 
nants, articles and agreements hereinafter mentioned, on the 
part of the said parties of the second part, and their succes- 
sors, to be observed, performed and kept, do hereby grant 
and devise to the said parties of the second part, and their 
successors, the privilege and right to lay or place under 
ground, pipes in any and all of the streets; avenues and pub- 
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lic places of the City of New York, lying and being north of 
a line commencing at the East River, at the foot of Grand 
street, and running through Grand street to Sullivan street, 
and through Sullivan street to Canal street, and through 
Canal street to the North or Hudson River, and in any or 
every part of such street, avenue or public place for the pur- 
pose of conducting gas, commonly called inflammable gas, for 
lighting the public lamps in the said streets, avenues and pub- 
lic places, and parts thereof, as hereinafter mentioned, and for 
lighting the houses or buildings fronting or to front on or bound- 
ed by or adjacent to the said streets, avenues and public places, 
or parts thereof. ‘To have, hold, use and enjoy the said right 
and privilege, unto the said parties of the second part, and 
their successors, from the day of the date of these presents, 
until the twelfth day of May, which will be A. D. 1853 ; 
provided always, and these presents are upon this express 
condition, that they, the said parties of the second part, and 
their successors, shall and do, in all things, well and sufficiently 
keep, perform and observe, all and singular, the covenants, 
articles, provisions, agreements and stipulations on their part 
to be kept, performed and observed, as hereinafter specified. 


And the said parties of the second part, in consideration of 
the premises, do, for themselves, and their successors, cove- 
nant and agree to and with the said parties of the first part, 
and their successors, as follows, that is to say, that any gas 
house or works, for the manufactory of such gas, to be 
erected or established by the said parties of the second part, 
in the City of New York, shall be so erected and established on 
the margin either of the Hudson or of the East River, or at 
some place not south of Fourteenth street in the said city ; 
and that all pipes for conducting the same, which the said 
parties of the second part may cause to be laid, shall be of 
sufficient capacity, and made and constructed of the best 
materials of cast iron, and in the most approved manner ; 
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also, that from all such main pipes, as they may lay or cause 
to be laid by virtue of the right and privilege hereby granted, 
they will supply with gas, and cause to be lighted, such and 
so many of the public lamps opposite or adjacent. to such 
main pipes, as they may from time to time be required to do by 
the said parties of the first part, and that the said lamps shall 
be so lighted during such times as the public lamps through- 
out the city of New York, are required to be lighted by the 
regulation of the said parties of the first part ; and that all 
such public lamps situated north of the line aforesaid, and 
south of the line of Sixth street, which the said parties of the 
first part may require to be so supplied with gas, and lighted 
as aforesaid, shall be so supplied and lighted by the said par- 
ties of the second part, at a yearly expense to the said parties 
of the first part, not exceeding fifteen dollars for supplying 
each of such lamps with gas, and lighting the same. And it 
is further agreed that the said parties of the second part, shall 
furnish at their own expense, the necessary conductors of 
metal of sufficient capacity to the lamp posts of such public 
lamps as they may be required to supply with gas and light as 
aforesaid ; and that the light of the said lamps shall be of a 
quality, brilliancy or intensity equal to the gas in use for the 
public lamps in the city of London. It is understood, how- 
ever, that the parties of the first part, are to be at the expense 
of such lamps, with their lamp irons, lamp posts and fitting up, 
but at no other expense for fixtures, conductors, repairs, or on 
any other account whatsoever, for the same. And it is fur- 
ther agreed, that the said parties of the second part, shall at 
all times give forty-eight hours notice to the said parties of 
the first part, or their Street Commissioner, of their intention 
to break up or open any street, avenue or public place, or 
part thereof, or to remove any part of the pavement there- 
from, for the purpose of laying or repairing the pipes to con- 
duct the said gas, and that they will replace the earth which 
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they may remove in so doing, before sunset of the day on 
which such opening shall be made, and that they will replace 
the pavement and repave and repair the same in such reasona- 
ble time’and manner, as the said parties of the first part or 
their Street Commissioner may direct, and in as good and 
firm a manner, as such streets, avenues or public places or 
parts thereof, were in before being broke up for the purpose 
aforesaid. Also, that all such repairs, as shall at any time 
become necessary by reason of laying the said pipes or con- 
ductors, shall be made and done. by the said parties of the 
second part, at their own cost and expense. Also, that no 
such street, avenue or public place or part thereof, shall be 
so broken up or opened, or the pavement thereof removed, 
or shall be again filled up and repaired, or such pavement 
replaced, except under the direction and supervision of 
a competent person to be appointed by the said Street 
Commissioner, and who shall be considered as in the employ 
of the said parties of the first part, but who shall be paid for 
his services, by the said parties of the second part, such sum as 
the said Street Commissioner may direct, not exceeding one 
dollar and fifty cents per diem, for each day that he may be 
so employed. Also, that no such street, avenue or public 
place, or part thereof, shall be so broken up or opened, or 
the pavement thereof removed at any time between the first 
of December and the first of March, during the continuance 
of the term mentioned in these presents, without the consent 
of the said Street Commissioner being first obtained for that 
purpose. 

And it is further agreed, that the said parties of the second 
part shall and will so conduct their manufactory or manufac- 
tories of gas as not to create a nuisance, and that they will 
in all things be governed by such reasonable and necessary 
rules and regulations as the said parties of the first part, or 
their successors, may, from time to time, pass, ordain, and es- 
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tablish, relative to the opening of such streets, avenues or 
public places, or parts thereof, and laying down the pipes and 
conductors aforesaid. 

And it is hereby expressly provided that nothing herein 
contained shall be construed or deemed as granting to the 
said parties of the second part, any sole or exclusive right or 
privilege, or as preventing the said parties of the first part 
from granting the like privileges as are hereby given to the 
said parties of the second part, to any other company, persons, 
or parties whatsoever, or as preventing any person or persons 
residing on or adjacent or near to any of the said streets, ave- 
nues or public places, or parts thereof, lying north of the line 
hereinbefore first mentioned, from erecting in or upon his or 
their own premises, any building or apparatus, to light with 
gas, his or their own house, store, manufactory or pre mises. 
And it is further provided, and these presents are upon the 
express condition, that if the said parties of the second part, 
or their successors, shall not well and truly observe, perform, 
fulfil and keep all and singular, the covenants and conditions 
hereinbefore contained, on their part and behalf to be obser- 
ved, performed, fulfilled and kept, according to the true in- 
tent and meaning of these presents, then, and in that case, it 
shall and may be lawful for the said parties of the first part, 
by a resolution or order to be passed in Common Council, to 
annul and vacate the grant, and thereupon the premises here- 
by demised shall be revested in the said parties of the first 
part, or their successors, as fully and completely as if this 
indenture had never been executed. 

In witness whereof, &c. 
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DOCUMENT M. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 14, 1833. 


Report of the Committee on Wharves, and Public Lands and 
Places, on Bulkhead at Peck Slip. Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson,, Clerk. 


The Committee on Wharves, and Public Lands and 
Places, to whom was referred the petition of sundry per- 
sons, praying the Common Council to take the necessary 
measures for filling up Peck Slip, and building a new Bulk- 
head, beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That the petition is signed by a large number of the owners 
and lessees of lots of ground and buildings adjacent to the 
Slip in question, being probably a majority of those on whom 
the assessment for the contemplated improvement would be 
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laid, and who set forth in their memorial, that the condition 
of the Slip was such during the last summer as justly to excite 
fears for the health of the neighborhood. 

Your Committee instructed the Street Commissioner to 
give notice by public advertisement of the proposed measure 
of filling up the said Slip, in order that all persons concerned 
might have due notice thereof, which has been done, but no 
objections have been offered. They have also made a per- 
sonal examination into the subject, and are strongly impress- 
ed with the propriety of accomplishing the object sought by 
the petitioners. 


The bulkhead which now forms the head of the Slip at 
Front street, was erected many years ago, when the water 
was much deeper than it is at present ; but in consequence 
of receiving the wash from the surrounding streets, it has 
gradually diminished its depth of water, until it has become 
so shallow that it falls partly bare at low tide, thereby de- 
stroying its usefulness as a basin for vessels, and perpetually 
throwing off exhalations which, during the warm season of 
the year, are beyond doubt detrimental to the neighborhood. 


In addition to the cause above mentioned, this Slip has 
always been the outlet of the common sewer, passing through 
the low grounds, in and about Ferry street, and daily deposits 
in the basin the refuse materials from the various manufac- 
tories in the Swamp, as well as the wash from the surface of 
the streets in that quarter ; which, from the shallowness of 
the water, cannot be carried off. It is extremely desirable 
that the public sewers of the City should in all cases, dis- 
charge their contents in water sufficiently deep, so that the 
action of the tide may disperse them, and prevent their de- 
posit near the mouth of the sewer ; by extending a wooden 
trunk as far as the line of South street, where the new bulk- 
head is proposed to be built, this object will also be accom- 
plished. 
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A doubt has been suggested, whether the Common Coun- 
cil could erect any new wharves or bulkheads across the 
slips, without interfering with the rights conveyed by the 
Corporation, in the annual contracts made by them, with the 
persons who lease from them, the right of receiving wharfage 
from vessels lying in the public docks and slips. An exami- 
nation of the written instruments between the Corporation 
and the lessee of the district in which this Slip is situated, for 
the year beginning Ist May, 1832, and ending Ist May, 1833, 
shows the following condition: ‘‘ And it is hereby declared, 
by the parties to these presents, that the parties of the first 
part, reserve to themselves and their successors, the right to 
build sach new Bulkheads and Piers, and to repair and 
cleanse such of the wharves, piers, docks and slips as they 
may deem proper, without any claim for damages, or for de- 
duction of rent, whatsoever, on the part of the said party of 
the second part, or those claiming under him on any such 
account.” : 

It is manifest from the above recited stipulation, that the 
Common Council have the legal power to erect the Bulk- 
head in question, or any other which they may deem expe- 
dient. 

On a view of the whole subject, your Committee are 
unanimously of opinion, that it is now necessary to build a 
Bulkhead across Peck Slip, on the south line of South street, 
and also to extend the sewer to the same line, filling up and 
levelling the intermediate space to the grades of the adjacent 
streets; and if the work be undertaken without any unne- 
cessary delay, so that the Bulkhead be sunk, and the contin- 
uation of the sewer constructed as early in the Spring as the 
season will permit, the materials requisite to fill up the inter- 
mediate space may probably be obtained at little if any cost, 
as it will afford a convenient place of deposit for the refuse 
materials and surplus earth furnished by taking down old and 
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erecting new buildings, which, it is well known, always takes 
place to a very great extent, during the Spring months. It 
is computed that a saving of at least Fifteen Hundred Dol- 
lars may be made if this work is carried on during the pro- 
per season. 


It is here proper to remark, that the expense of making 
the proposed alterations in Peck Slip, will, according to law, 
be borne one-third by the City, and two-thirds by the owners 
of the property benefitted ; to be raised in the usual way— 
by assessment. It is also believed that no special appropria- 
tion is necessary to carry this object into effect, that part of 
the cost to be borne by the City being properly chargeable 
to the appropriation for Docks and Slips, for the current 
year. 


In conclusion, your Committee offer for the consideration 
of the Board the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That a Bulkhead be built across Peck Slip, 
on the southerly line of South street. 

2, Resolved, That the Sewer in Peck Slip be extended 
by a wooden trunk, properly constructed, to the outside of 
the new Bulkhead to be built, and that all the intermediate 
space between the present Bulkhead and the southerly side 
of South street, be filled up and properly regulated. 

3, Resolved, That the Street Commissioner be and he is 
hereby directed to take the proper measures to carry the 
preceding resolutions into effect. 

All which is submitted. 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 
THOMSON PRICE, 
D. BANKS, 
Committee on Wharves and Public 
Lands and Places. 
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DOCUMENT N. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 21, 1833. 


Report of the Street Committee on opening Eighty-fourth street. 
Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


The petition of sundry persons, owners of property on 
Eighty-fourth street, praying that said street be opened from 
the Third to the First Avenue, which was referred to the 
Street Committee, who beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That it is desirable for public convenience that it should be 
opened to afford access for the owners to their respective pro- 
perty. There appears to be no objections to the proposed 
opening. Some of the owners are desirous of building on the 
street during the ensuing summer. 
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The Committee offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That Bighty-fourth street be opened from the 
Third to the First Avenue, and that the Counsel be directed 
to apply to the Court for the appointment of Commissioners 
thereon, and that all papers necessary therefor be authenti- 
cated in the usual manner. 

WM. W. HOLLY, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
FRANCIS FICKETT. 
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DOCUMENT 0. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 28, 1833. 


Further report of the Street Committee on opening Eighty-fourth 


street. Adopted 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee ask leave to state to the Board, in 
reference to their Report on opening Eighty-fourth street, 
from the First to the Third Avenue, that they inadvertently 
omitted noticing a part of the petition from the owners of the 
land through which said street is laid out. In addition to the 
opening of Highty-fourth street, the petitioners also ask, that 
so much of the First Avenue as lies between Eighty-fourth 
and Eighty-sixth streets should be opened. The Committee 
find, on inquiry, that no objection exists to this partial opening 
of the avenue, andas they remarked in their former report, 
that it is contemplated by some of the owners to erect houses 
there during the ensuing summer, they are of opinion, that 

57 
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the convenience, as well as interest of the petitioners would 
be advanced by said opening ; they therefore ask leave so to 
amend their report, as to embrace the opening of the avenue, 
and offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the First Avenue be opened from Highty- 
fourth street to Eighty-sixth street, and that the Counsel of 
the Board be directed to adopt the necessary measures for 
that purpose, and that all papers required therefor, be au- 


thenticated in the usual manner. 
W. W. HOLLY, 


GEORGE SUTTON, 
FRANCIS FICKETT. 
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DOCUMENT P. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. . 


JANUARY 28, 1833. 


7 


. Report of the Commitiee on Laws, &c., relative to the appoint- 
ment of one or more additional Inspectors of Weights and 
Measures. Adopied. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Laws, and Applications to the Legisla- 
ture, to whom was referred the resolution relative to the ap- 
pointment of one or more additional Inspectors of Weights 
and Measures for this city, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That on examining the law entitled, “an act respecting the 
Sealers and Inspectors of Weights and Measures in the city 
of New York,” passed March 27th, 1821, they find that the 
Corporation are thereby authorised to appoint an Inspector of 
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Weights and Measures, and as many Sealers of Weights and 
Measures as they may deem proper. Under the authority of 
this act, an Inspector has been appointed, whose duties em- 
brace the whole city. The Committee do not deem it ne- 
cessary to express any opinion as to the propriety of actually 
increasing the number, because the resolution referred to 
them proposes merely to get the power to do so, leaving it to 
the Common Council, at their discretion, to make one or 
more additional Inspectors, if they should think fit. It may 
be, that the duties of the office are too great for one person, 
and as the Corporation are the fittest judges on this subject, 
the Committee are of opinion, that it would be expedient to 
apply for the proposed law. They have caused an act for 
this purpose to be drawn, which is herewith submitted, and 
they offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Counsel cause the same to be present- 
ed, with a suitable memorial, to the Legislature, praying for 
the passage thereof. 

D. BANKS, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
G. W. BRUEN. 


AN ACT 


To Authorize the appointment of one or more additional Inspec- 
tors of Weights and Measures in the City of New York. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows : 


Section I. It shall be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty of the City of New York, in Common 
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Council convened, to appoint one or more additional Inspec- 
tors of Weights and Measures, in and for the said city, when- 
ever they may deem it expedient so to do, and to assign par- 
ticular portions or districts of the said city, within which all 
Inspectors of Weights and Measures appointed by them, 
shall exercise their duties respectively. 

Section II. Every such Inspector of Weights and Meas- 
ures shall be subject to such ordinances and regulations as 
the said Common Council may from time to time pass re- 
specting the fees and duties of the said office. 


: _Re aia gi state 
—-* os egies 





455 


DOCUMENT Q. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 28, 1833. 


Report of the Law Committee, on the Resolution, and Draft-Law, 
relative to closing Streets and Roads: Adopted. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Committee on Laws, &c., to whom was referred the 
Resolution and Draft-Law respecting the closing of Streets 
and Roads, beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That the object of the said law is to authorise Commissioners 
of Estimate, on closing streets and roads, to allow to the 
owners the full value of such buildings and lots as may have 
no other access to them except such street or road, to be 
closed ; and to award the property thus situated to the Cor- 
poration. 
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The Committee understand that there are certain lanes 
which ought to be closed, having lots fronting on them, but 
without any other outlet, and that as the law now stands, the 
Corporation on closing such lanes, would have to pay 
damages amounting nearly or entirely to the value of such 
property, without receiving an equivalent. 

They conceive the proposed amendment to be a proper 
one to apply to such cases, and as the draft of the law is ap- 
proved of by the law officers of the Corporation, they re- 
commend a concurrence with the Board of Aldermen, in the 
adoption of the resolution directing an application to be made 
to the Legislature for the passage of such law. 

D. BANKS, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
G. W. BRUEN. 
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DOCUMENT R. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 28, 1833. 


Report of the Street Committee on opening Fourth Avenue. 
Adopted. : 
Joun W. RicHarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of S. B. Ruggles, to open a part of the Fourth Avenue, to 
wit, from its commencement at Seventeenth street, to the 
north line of Twenty-eighth street, 


REPORT, 


That the petitioner states himself to be the owner of nearly 

one half of the lots on the Avenue, and for the purpose of 

obtaining ready access to ‘his property, he is induced to offer 

the petition. Improvements to a great extent are in progress 

on the Avenue and vicinity; and it is contemplated, as under- 
58 
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stood by your Committee, to erect houses, expensive and or- 
namental during the ensuing Summer. The Avenue is in 
fact now open, by the construction of the Rail Road, partially, 
and the object of the petition is to have it legally opened. 

The Committee think it desirable that the Avenue should 
thus be opened for the reasons above ; they therefore offer 
the following nesolution : 

Resolved, That the Fourth Avenue be opened from 
Seventeenth street to the north line of Twenty-eighth street, 
and that the Counsel of the Board take the necessary meas- 
ures therefor, and cause the necessary papers to be authen- 
ticated in the usual manner. 


W. W. HOLLY, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
FRANCIS FICKETT. 
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DOCUMENT NO. I. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 20, 1833. 


The following Communication from the Mayor, was received and 
ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


Mayor’s Office, May 20, 1833. 


GENTLEMEN, 

The annual re-organization of the Common Coun- 
cil is deemed a proper occasion for communications from 
this department :—-You have been called to the administration 
of the government of a city—great in its wealth, great in its 
population, and unequalled in the rapidity of its progressive 
increase. 

The commercial advantages of New York, the superiority 
of its harbor,—its relatively central position to the commerce 
of Europe, South America, the West Indies, and the Cities 

E 
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and States of our own nation—connected with a boundless 
extent of interior country, by means of rivers, canals and 
lakes,—settled and settling by a population intelligent, moral, 
industrious and enterprizing beyond any former example of 
the human race,—the export of whose surplus produce, and 
the imports for whose consumption, must forever, if duly fos- 
tered and encouraged by the State and City Governments, 
chiefly pass through this port. So numerous and so great a 
combination of commercial facilities, connected with the pe- 
culiarly enterprizing character of our citizens, has already 
placed New York in the second class of the Commercial 
Cities of the world, and must shortly place her in the first. 


With this brief view of the present and prospective destiny 
of the city whose legislation and government are entrusted to 
our hands, and with such plenary powers—in relation to the 
public health—quarantine—docks—wharves—commerce— 
streets—buildings—assessments and finance, as are rarely 
delegated to any body of men in this country—I cannot too 
strongly impress on your minds—I cannot feel too deeply 
myself—the magnitude of trust, the weight of the responsi- 
bility, and the greatness of the accountability to our constitu- 
ents, devolving on each member. 


It will not escape your notice, that a progressively growing 
city, requires far more labor on the part of the legislator, in 
providing for the new portion daily springing into being, in 
conforming and harmonizing these with the older portions, 
than is required in an old town which has come to its maxi- 
mum greatness. 


Untiring industry and constant vigilance, guided by sound 
discretion, will be, and ought to be, required of us, not only 
by those from whose immediate confidence we have been 
clothed with powers and duties of such moment to our im- 
mediate constituents, but we owe more or less duty to all 
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who hold commercial intercourse with this great depot of the 
Western World. 


In calling your attention to the numerous subjects of legis- 
lation which I think require your consideration at this time, 
I purpose to do little more than present a catalogue, having 
heretofore communicated to the Common Council my reasons 
for urging many of the topics now recommended—which 
will be found on your files—and being ready at all times to 
give any Committee such data as I may possess, in relation 
to any matter which may be referred to such Committee. 


The public health—always of the first importance in every 
community—TI have the satisfaction to inform you, through 
divine goodness, is in a state of unusual perfection; no symp- 
tom remains of the appalling scourge of the past season which 
swept over us like a consuming fire,—no other alarming epi- 
demic has come to my knowledge, in our city or its environs. 


The Health Officer at Quarantine, and the Commissioners 
resident in this city, are vigilant and discreet. An unusual 
amount of labor has been performed during the cold season, 
in cleaning the interior of premises,—I recommend that the 
work be resumed in November next ; and in the mean time, 
that every measure in your power be adopted to preserve the 
present healthful condition of our fellow-citizens. 


It will be remembered, that the period immediately pre- 
ceding the appearance of the epidemic cholera last year, was 
a period like the present, of unusual healthfulness ; it is now 
seen by the gazettes that this fearful disease has re-appeared 
in New Orleans and Cincinnatti: I submit whether some 
measures ought not to be presently adopted in reference to 
its possible return to this city. Among such measures, I 
suggest a more effectual system of cleaning the streets. 

The great desideratum—so long delayed—so indispensable 
to the public health—a copious supply of good water—I 
deem to be now ina promising train of accomplishment ; 
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but I do not perceive that the Common Council can bene- 
ficially do more, until the Commissioners make their report, 
than to facilitate their labors by the appropriation of such 
means as shall be found requisite. 


I have heretofore recommended the cleaning of the docks 
and slips, as a measure promotive of the health of our city ; 
I now respectfully, but urgently, recommend such cleaning 
for the convenience of our navigation. Ona full examina- 
tion, I am convinced that it will require not less than two or 
three Mud Boats in future, to remove the constantly accu- 
mulating mass from all the docks and slips. Private individuals 
are ready to contract to prepare the requisite machines, and 
to remove the mud for a term of years, at a rate of twenty- 
seven cents per cubic yard. Should this subject be referred 
to a Committee, they may obtain much information from 
sundry documents now on your files ; and will probably be 
able to determine, whether the city should build and work its 
own machine for this purpose, or contract with individuals to 
do it. 

Believing it to be my duty, I do cheerfully assume the re- 
sponsibility of recommending a large expenditure in the erec- 
tion of additional Prison Houses ; a portion of my reasons are 
given in a former communication. It appears to me that 
a Bridewell and a House of Detention on this Island and a 
Female Penitentiary on Blackwell’s Island, are indispensable 
to the good government of this city. 


I feel constrained to recommend an early revision of the 
whole body of the City Ordinances; the great changes 
which have taken place in our city since 1827, (the latest 
period of a general revision ) appear to require this measure. 
Some of the Ordinances have become obsolete and disused ; 
some require additional provisions; and the Police Law of 
February last, passed by the Legislature, requires several new 
Ordinances to render that Law fully useful to the city, The 
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Ordinances regulating Pawnbrokers and Dealers in second 
hand articles, appear to me, very defective. The Street In- 
‘spectors have reported to me, on request, in all the Wards, 
no less than eighty-five of those receptacles commonly called 
‘Old Junk Shops.” Under proper regulations, these places, 
now so injurious to the welfare of the city, might be rendered 
harmless, possibly beneficial. 

Perhaps no branch of labor or business more urgently 
claims your attention than the dirt carts; they are now un- 
der no municipal rule or regulation. 


I recommend such amendment of the Ordinance, that the 
Peace Officers now required to attend ail fires, under heavy 
penalties for neglect, be formed into companies, and that each 
company be required to attend such fires only, as shall occur 
in such division of the city as may be assigned to the com- 
pany to which they belong: at present the duty would be 
exceedingly onerous if fully attended to. 

I respectfully suggest, that some measure should be adopt- 
ed to induce, or to enforce, the more punctual ringing of the 
church bells on the alarm of fire. 


I view the present system of excise as susceptible of great 
amendment, and submit to the wisdom of the Common 
Council to devise the kind of amendment most necessary 
and proper. 

Few subjects of legislation are so important to the commu- 
nity as that of education ; the funds provided for this purpose 
are most ample for the education of every child in the city. 
Those who have the charge of the schools are making great 
exertions to accomplish this most desirable end. I solicit 
your co-operation and aid in all cases in which it may be re- 
quired. 

For that important department in all governments—the 
finances—I beg leave to refer the Common Council to the 
annual and occasional reports of the Compiroller. I cannot 
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but anticipate that your appropriations will be made with a 
due regard to the public necessities, and that a strict ac- 
countability will be required in all disbursements. 
GIDEON LEE, 
Mayor. 
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BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 3, 1833. 


Report of the Special Committee on the protest and memorial of 
Samuel Kip, jr., in relation to the election of William Day as 
Assistant Alderman of the Eighth Ward—also on memorial 
of sundry inhabitants of the Sivth Ward, respecting the late 
election for charter officers in said Ward. Ordered to be 


printed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 





The Special Committee of the Board of Assistants, to 
whom was referred the protest and memorial of Samuel Kip, 
jr. in relation to the election of William Day as Assistant 
Alderman of the Eighth Ward ; also, the memorial of sundry 
inhabitants of the Sixth Ward, respecting the late election 
for charter officers in said ward, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That on the subject of Mr. Kip’s memorial, they have been 
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attended by Mr. Day and Mr. Kip, the opposing candidates ; 
and having ascertained from the statements of the former 
gentleman, made in the presence of the latter, certain facts 
and circumstances upon which they consider the legal ques- 
tion involved in this matter to be fairly presented, they deem 
it their duty to report the same to the Board as follows: 

John Day, the grandfather of the gentleman whose elec- 
tion is now under consideration, resided, until about the close 
of the Revolutionary War, in the State of New Jersey. He 
then removed with his family to the British Province of New 
Brunswick, taking with him his son Henry Day, (the father 
of Mr. William Day,) who was born in New Jersey, but was 
then a minor. John Day the grandfather, remained an in- 
habitant of the Province of New Brunswick, until his death, 
having upon his removal there, received a grant of crown 
lands from the British Government; and similar lands were 
either received or sold by Henry Day his son. Henry Day 
was married in New Brunswick, and there his son William 
Day was born, and continued to reside till 1804, when he 
was about 11 years of age. 


In that year, his father Henry Day returned to the e United 
States, and continued to reside there until his death. 


William Day accompanied his father to the United States, 
and has resided here ever since, always considering himself 
an American citizen. He has performed duty as a fireman 
for 10 years; has bought and sold real estate, and has assum- 
ed all the obligations, as well as the privileges, incident to 
such citizenship. He states however, that during the last 
war, while he was yet a minor and an apprentice to William 
Myers, Mr. Myers had him recognized as an alien, in order, 
as Mr. Day suspects, to prevent his being required to do mili- 
tary duty. He says also, that his father Henry Day, consi- 
dered himself as a citizen after his return to the United 
States ; but is unable to state whether, while in New Bruns- 
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wick, his father ever took any oath of allegiance to the 
British Crown. 


Mr. Day also represents, that he never entertained a sus- 
picion that his claims to the character of an American Citizen 
could be questioned, until the second day of the recent charter 
election, when on presenting himself to the poll to vote, he 
was required for the first time, to make oath to his citizen- 
ship which he declined to do. That doubts then presenting 
themselves to his mind on this point, he thought it advisable 
to take the oath of allegiance, and cause himself to be en- 
rolled as a citizen in due form of law, which he accordingly 
did on the second day of the election, (which was the 10th 
day of April last,) about the middle of the day. 


Your Committee believe that the above facts may be re- 
ceived by the Board as conceded to be correct, and as pre- 
senting ample grounds for their decision ; but as the questions 
arising upon them are purely legal in their character, and as 
the parties are desirous of having the subject discussed by 
Counsel before the Board, your Committee refrain from ex- 
pressing any opinion as to the legal conclusions resulting from 
the case as above stated, but respectfully recommend that the 
wishes of the parties in respect to a hearing by Counsel be- 
fore the Board may be complied with. 


In respect to the recent election for the Sixth Ward, your 
Committee have reason to believe that the facts and circum- 
stances upon which the decision of the Board must be founded, 
can only be obtained by the examination of such witnesses as 
the contending parties may respectively produce ; and as the 
evidence of such witnesses may, in some respects, be contra- 
dictory, it is of great importance that the investigation should 
be conducted in the most judicious and satisfactory manner. ~ 


The Committee have therefore considered whether it was 
their province to enter upon this investigation, or whether the 


2 
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same ought not more properly to be conducted in the pre- 
sence of the Board. They have also consulted the records 
of the Common Council, to ascertain whether any settled 
practice, in cases of this nature, has been heretofore adopted ; 
and although it would appear that the mode of proceeding i in 
this respect has not been uniform, (the evidence in some in- 
stances having been heard before a Committee, and in others, 
in presence of the Board,) the weight of authority derived 
from the proceedings of the Common Council, in cases of 
this character, which have already occurred, leans in favor 
of conducting the investigation before the Board. A case, 
very similar to the present case of the Sixth Ward, occurred 
in reference to the same ward in 1823. The right of the 
Alderman returned as elected, to his seat, was contested, and 
it was referred to a Select Committee to inquire what had . 
been the practice of the Common Council in deciding con- 
flicting claims to a seat at the Board; and what, in the 
opinion of the said Committee should be such practice. The 
Committee reported that in such cases, the scrutiny had 
usually taken place before the Common Council, and that in 
their opinion, such investigations ought always to be con- 
ducted in the presence of the Board, and not through the 
medium of a Committee. This report was adopted and acted 
upon ; and your Committee beg leave to say, that they en- 
tirely concur with the views which were then taken of the 
subject. 

The power of judging of the qualifications of its members, 
and of directing new elections to be held to supply vacant 
seats, is expressly given by the act to amend the charter of 
the city, to each Board of the Common Council. It is an 
important trust to be executed for public benefit, and calls 
upon the members who compose such a tribunal, to exercise 
their best faculties in developing the truth, and arriving at a 
just conclusion. To do this. effectually, in cases depending 
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upon oral, and probably conflicting testimony, it is manifestly 
proper that the witnesses should deliver their statements and 
answer such inquiries as may be put to them, in the presence 
and under the immediate observation of those who are to 
judge and pronounce upon the case. The manner and de- 
portment of a witness have often a strong bearing upon his 
credibility ; and the report of a Committee cannot be deemed 
either a safe or an adequate mode of transferring impressions 
thus derived, to the minds of those with whom the decision of 
the controversy rests. 


The Committee would therefore respectfully recommend 
that in the case of the Sixth Ward, the witnesses and counsels 
of the contending parties be heard before the Board, and such, 
they are informed, is the wish and expectation of the many 
-persons who feel an interest in this question. 


They conclude by submitting the following resolution for 
the consideration of the Board: 


Resolved, That the Board of Assistants will hear the 
opposing candidates in the case of the late election for Assis- 
tant Alderman of the Eighth Ward, by their respective coun- 
sel, on the 12th day of June, instant, at half past three 
o’clock, in the Superior Court Room in the City Hall. 


And that the Board will hear the respective parties inte- 
rested in the late charter election for Assistant Alderman in 
the Sixth Ward, by their counsel respectively, and such wit- 
nesses as they may produce, on the 11th day of June instant, 
at 4 o’clock P. M. of that day, in the aforesaid room. 

WM. C. WALES, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. IIL. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 3, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Committee on several reports and resolu- 
lions purporting to have passed the late Board of Aldermen. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom were referred eight 
several reports and resolutions, purporting to have passed 
the Board of Aldermen of the late Common Council, on the 
13th of May, 1833, 


REPORT, 


That the reports and resolutions alluded to, are founded 
upon petitions presented to the late Board of Aldermen, a 
branch of the Common Council, whose term of service ex- 
pired on the 14th of May, 1833; and as the said resolutions 
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and reports were not acted on by the other co-ordinate 
branch of the Common Council then in existence, or pre- 
sented to the Mayor for his approval, in conformity with 
the provisions of the charter, the act of the said Board of 
Aldermen, in the opinion of the Committee, is null and void. 


It is provided by the “Act to amend the charter of the 
City of New York,” passed the 7th of April, 1830, that the 
legislative power of the Corporation of the City of New 
York, shall be vested in a Board of Aldermen and a Board of 
Assistants, who together, shall form the Common Council of 
the City. That the Aldermen and Assistants shall be chosen 
for one year, and shall be sworn into office on the second 
Tuesday in May. That the Aldermen shall form the Board 
of Aldermen, and the Assistants shall form the Board of As- 
sistants. That the Boards shall meet in separate chambers ; 
and that every act, ordinance or resolution which shall have 
passed the two Boards, before it shall take effect, shall be 
presented, duly certified, to the Mayor of the City for his ap- 
proval. 


It appears, therefore, that the legislative power of the Cor- 
poration is vested in two Boards, who are to act separately, 
and apart from each other; and that all the acts, after having 
passed both Boards, are subject to the veto of the Mayor, 
precisely in the same manner that the legislative power of 
the State is vested in two houses, the Senate and Assembly, 
subject to the veto of the Governor. (See Constitution, art. 
I. sec. 1 and 12.) 


The same principle therefore, which governs the Legisla- 
ture of the State, in enacting laws, must, in the opinion of 
the Committee, govern the Common Council. For if one 
of the Boards of Common Council of this year, can consum- 
mate an act passed by a different Board of the Common 
Council of the last year, then can the Senate of 1834 pass 
the several acts sent to them by the House of Assembly of 
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1833, and with much more propriety, as, in the first case, the 
members of both Boards are elected annually to serve for 
one year; while, in the latter, the members are elected to 
serve for four years, and only eight of the thirty-two are an- 
nually elected. But it is a well known fact, that numerous 
bills which have passed one house, and sent to the other for 
concurrence, are annually left hy each branch of the Legis- 
lature unacted on; and that in no instance, have those bills 
been taken up by either of the succeeding houses as un- 
finished business: they must be brought up by petition, or 
introduced by leave granted, and go through all the forms of 
legislation, de novo, before they can be enacted into a law of 
this State. 


The legislative power of this State, (or of the people of this 
State,) is vested in a house of Senate and Assembly; so the 
legislative power of the Corporation of the City of New York, 
(or of the inhabitants and citizens of the City of New York,) 
is vested ina Board of Aldermen and Board of Assistants. 
The Common Council of this City are not the Corporation 
of the City, for the Charter declares that the inhabitants and 
Citizens of the City of New York are a body politic and cor- 
porate. (See Charter, 37—38.) It is therefore the inhabi- 
tants and citizens of New York who are the Corporation, and 
not the Common Council, who are annually chosen to repre- 
sent the Corporation, in the same manner as the members of 
the Legislature are chosen to represent the inhabitants and 
citizens of the State ;—the Legislature are not the people of 
the State, nor are the Common Council. the people of the 
City. 

The present Board of Aldermen are neither in law or in 
fact the same who passed upon the resolutions alluded to, for 
they were elected to succeed those who passed upon them, 
and whose term of service expired on the second Tuesday in 


Doc. No. 3.] 16 


May, 1833: and the fact is, that nearly two-thirds of them 
are gentlemen who were not members of the former Board. 

All the resolutions attached to these reports recommend 
the payment of money: and should they pass the present 
Board of Assistants, and receive the sanction of the Mayor, 
they would only have passed two branches of the enacting 
power of this Common Council, instead of three, as directed 
by the charter. Would the Comptroller, under these cir- 
cumstances, be justified in drawing his Warrant for the sums 
thus ordered? Or is it probable that the Mayor would 
approve of a measure, which had passed only one branch of 
the Common Council now in existence ? 

The Committee consider the subject important in more 
than one point of view. It is important, that a question upon 
which doubts have been entertained, (as the Committee are 
informed,) should be settled ; and it is important, because a 
departure from the strict rules of Charter privileges, as the 
Committee think the passage of these resolutions would be, 
may be attended with unpleasant results to the City, should 
the subject, at any time hereafter, be brought to a legal 
decision. 


It appears by a case reported, (2d Shower, 264,) that the 
Charter of the City of London was once declared forfeited, 
for an act of the Common Council, in passing an ordinance 
not warranted by that instrument, and that it required an act 
of Parliament to set aside the judgment, and restore the Cor- 
poration to its former privileges. 


A Corporation is the creature of the Charter that consti- 
‘tutes and gives it being, and prescribes bounds and limits to 
its operations, beyond which it cannot regularly proceed. It 
may be dissolved by forfeiture of its charter, through neglect 
or abuses of its franchises, in which case the law judges that 
the body politic has broken the condition upon which it was 
incorporated, and therefore the Corporation is void. (2d 
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Bac. Ab. 8. 1Bla. Com. 485.) | With these opinions on re- 
cord, and which are considered by the Courts of this State as 
the Common Law doctrine on the subject of the violation of 
Charter Privileges, it appears to the Committee that it be- 
hooves the Common Council to act with great caution in the 
exercise of the powers delegated to them by the Laws of this 
State. In any case of doubt, in the opinion of the Commit- 
tee, the safest course to be pursued by the Common Council 
will be rather to keep within the limit of the power granted, 
than to exceed it. 

The ancient Charter of this City, has in a great measure, 
been superseded by acts of the Legislature, and the powers 
and privileges of the Common Council must therefore de- 
pend on the provisions of these statutes and not on the super- 
seded instrument. If, then, the statute under which this 
present Common Council is organized and exists, has limited 
the term of service of its members to one year, and declared 
that no resolution or ordinance shall become a Jaw until it 
has passed both Boards, and sent to the Mayor for his ap- 
proval, how can this Board legally act upon resolutions pur- 
porting to be passed by a branch of the Common Council 
not now in existence? If the resolution should be amended 
by this Board, and returned to the present Board of Alder- 
men for concurrence, how can they concur in the amend- 
ment of a law they have never seen, when the act of return- 
ing the resolution to them is predicated on the fact, that it 
originated with them. If the Mayor objects to any measure 
submitted to him, he is to return it to the Board in which it 
originated, with his reasons ; but should this Board pass the 
resolutions, and send them to the Mayor, for approval, and 
he disapproves, how is he to make return to the Board in 
which they originated, when it has no existence 4 


It appears to the Committee, therefore, from the best con- 
sideration they have been enabled to give the case, that the 
3 
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reports and resolutions referred to them, ought not to be 
acted on by this Board ; but that the petitions should be re- 
turned to those who presented them, in order that they may 
present the same or other petitions anew if they shall deem 
it expedient, and they therefore propose the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the papers referred to in the foregoing re- 
port be deposited with the Clerk of this Board, and that the 
petitioners be permitted to withdraw their petitions and pre- 
sent them anew, if they shall deem it expedient. 


Respectfully submitted. 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
D. McCARTHY. 
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DOCUMENT NO. IV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 10, 1833. 


Resolution that Comptroller report statement of all contracts, 
and also an estimate of probable expenditure of the year— 
with the Comptroller's Report thereon—also Report of Fi- 
nance Committee, on said Report, with a Law making appro- 
priation for expenditure for the year. Adopted and or- 


dered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Resolved, That the Comptroller report to this Board, a 
statement of all the contracts, or orders, made, directed, or 
authorised by resolution or ordinance of the late Common 
Council, for the working, regulating, or MacAdamising 
any roads or avenues,—building docks, markets, or other 
public erections,—laying conduit pipes,—erecting lamp-posts 
or any other matter out of the ordinary line of expenditure, 
not now completed and paid for,—the expense of which, or 
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any part thereof, is to be paid from the City Treasury ; and 
the amount, whether in part, or in whole, still to be*paid. 


Resolved, That the Comptroller also report, an estimate of 
the probable receipts and expenditure for the political year of 
the Common Council, commencing on the second Tuesday 
in May, 1833, and ending on the second Tuesday in May, 
1834, in order that an ordinance may be passed, making the 


- necessary appropriation for each head of expense in accord- 


ance with the provisions of the amended charter. 








[Doc. No. 4. 


Estimaie of Receipts from the 2d Tuesday of May, 1833, to the 


2d Tuesday of May, 1834. 


Commutation of Alien Passengers, $25,000 00 
Cleaning Streets, 28,000 00 
Courts, 2,200 00 
Charges on Nearer of POS indnts and ee 900 00 
Docks and Slips, 2,000 00 
Fire Department, 1,500 00 
Interest Account, 5,000 00 
Justices’ Courts, 9,000 00 
Lien on Lots, 4,000 00 
Lottery Office Licenses, 3,000 00 
Mayoralty Fees, 1,600 00 
Police, 4,000 00 
Penalties, 1,200 00 
Rents, 100,000 00 
Streets, . ‘ 240,000 00 
Taxes of 1832, perhetng $105, 000 

Spe 18335 775,000 880,000 00 
Arrears of Taxes of former years, 4,000 00 
Tavern and Excise License, 29,000 00 
Vendue Sales, 10,000 00 
Wells and Pumps, 1,500 00 

$1,351,900 00 

Bonds Payable—Amount of loans to be 

made on Bonds, : ‘ 193,857 56 

$1,545,757 56 








Doe. No.°4.] 22 


Estimate of Payments from the 2d Tuesday of May, 1838, to 
the 2d Tuesday of May, 1834. 


Alms House, Bridewell and Penitentiary, $146,000 00 


Board of Health, : : 6,000 00 
Bonds Payable, . : 5 4 316,000 00 
Charities, : : 5,000 00 
Charges on Arrears of perenne and 

Taxes, 5 ; A A 1,000 00 
Cleaning Streets, F A : 80,000 00 
Commutation of Alien Passengers, : 100 00 
County Contingencies, . : é 26,000 00 
Courts, . : , A r 27,000 00 
Docks and Slips, : ‘ . 80,000 00 
Elections, 5 F 5 5 4,500 00 
Fire Department, y ee : 15,000 00 
Interest Account, 4 F f 55,000 00 
Intestate Estates, ‘ Me ‘ 1,250 00 
Justices’ Courts, ‘ F i 13,500 00 
House of Refuge, ; : ‘ 9,000 00 
Lamps and Gas, / ; . 86,000 00 
Lands and Places, i . : 8,500 00 
Levying Tax, : : : : 7,000 00 
Lottery Office Licenses, . : i 3,000 00 
Markets, : : ; ‘ 10,000 00 
Mayoralty Fees, . 150 00 
Old Alms Housé_ Wiig up Dit fala 

Stoop and Cistern, . ; ; 1,000 00 
Old Debtors’ Jail, 3 F : 10,000 00 
Public Schols, . é - : 86,657 56 
Public Reservoir and Pipes, : : 58,000 00 
Police, 3 : < ; 16,500 00 


Carried over, $1,067,157 56 
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Amount brought over, $1,067,157 56 


Printing and Stationary, ‘ : 7,000 00 
Repairs and Supplies, : : 5 18,000 00 
Roads, . : - F 5 25,000 00 
Salaries, : : : 2 40,000 00 
Streets, . : : é " 250,000 00 
Street Expenses, ; ‘ = 25,000 00 
Tavern and Excise Licenses, é 5 1,600 00 
Watch, . : : : 3 106,000 00 
Wells and Pumps, : é : 6,000 00 








$1,545,175 56 


In compliance with the annexed resolution, the Comp- 
troller respectfully presents herewith, Statements of the Es- 
timated Receipts and Payments from the second Tuesday of 
May, 1833, to the second Tuesday of May, 1834. 


The Statement of Payments is prepared in conformity 
with the views of the mover of the aforesaid resolution, with- 
out other reference to the proceedings of the previous Com- 
mon Council in relation to their sundry , appropriations, 
(either general or special,) than as to the amounts, which are 
believed to be covered by the present estimate. 

The other information required by said resolution has not 
yet been obtained,—it shall be, however, as soon as practica- 
ble, and communicated the first opportunity, by 

T. J. WATERS, 


Comptroller. 
New York June 3, 1833. 
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The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the re- 
port of the Comptroller, with an estimate of the probable re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the ensuing financial year, 


REPORT, 


That in accordance with the provisions of the charter, which 
declares that annual appropriations shall be made by proper 
ordinances, for every branch of city expenditure, they have 
prepared an ordinance embracing all the general heads of 
expense, and as many of the special objects as their informa- 
tion would enable them to learn, had been regularly ordered 
by their predecessors in office. They have also included in 
said ordinance, some necessary duties to be performed by 
the Comptroller, in order that the spirit of the charter may 
not be lost sight of by neglect or inadvertence. 


The Committee presume that the duty of the Common 
Council to make annual appropriations, will not be disputed ; 
nor do they think it will be seriously contended that, because 
the charter authorises occasional appropriations, therefore 
the annual may be omitted. The authority to make occa- 
sional appropriations, as the Committee contend, only ex- 
tends to special objects of expense, such as may arise on a 
sudden emergency, or to provide for a general appropriation 
that may have been exhausted. 

The propriety of these annual estimates and appropriations, 
at the commencement of each and every fiscal year, has been 
admitted by the practice of every regular government in our 
country, whether it be state, town, or city. It is thus that 
the Comptroller of the State makes his annual exhibit to the 
Legislature of the receipts and expenditures of the past year, 
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and his estimate of the receipts and disbursements of the en- 
suing year, showing the ways and means of the government to 
meet the expense that will accrue; upon which is annually 
founded what is termed the supply bill, making provision for 
every branch of the expenses of the government, both ordi- 
nary and extraordinary. 


If reference be had to our sister cities of Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, &c., it will be found that the same prac- 
tice prevails, and in all of them, is deemed indispensable to 
good government. 


It appears by the Comptroller’s exhibit of the receipts and 
disbursements of the ensuing financial year, that although the 
tax has been increased to an unusual amount, the receipts 
will still fall short of the disbursments, $193,857 56. 


The cause of this deficiency in the revenue is the very large 
sums that will have to be paid during the ensuing fiscal year, 
for the extensive projects of improvement ordered by the late 
Common Council, amounting on a moderate calculation, 
to $250,000, together with a large amount in outstanding 
bonds, which ought to be provided for from the tax of 1833. 


This being the state of the finances, should any expendi- 
ture be ordered not provided for by the ordinance accompa- 
nying this report, the means to defray it must be bya loan 
encroaching upon the revenues of the ensuing year. 


Whether the Common Council can legally borrow on the 
strength of taxes to be collected after the expiration of the 
term for which they were elected, is a question worthy of 
consideration. The words of the charter are, “the Common 
Council shall not have authority to borrow any sums of 
money whatever, on the credit of the Corporation, except in 
anticipation of the revenue of the year in which such loan shall 
be made.” If the correct construction of this prohibition is, 
that no money can be legally borrowed by the Common 

4 
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Council, except in anticipation of the taxes collectable during 
the fiscal year of the same Common Council, then all sums 
borrowed, to be paid by taxes collectable in the next succeed- 
ing year, must be illegal. 

The Committee hope however, that there will be no ne- 
cessity to resort to this alternative, as the provision made by 
the very liberal appropriations in the ordinance, is sufficient 
to cover every anticipated expense of the year, and they 
have good reason to be assured, that the members of this 
Board, consider it their duty, under present circumstances, 
to exercise a due economy in the public expenditure. 

The Committee recommend therefore, that the ordinance 
they herewith submit, may be passed into a law, in order 
that the Comptroller may act upon it, in arranging his ac- 
counts for the fiscal year ensuing. 

Respectfully submitted. 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
D. McCARTHY. 
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MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE 
FINANCIAL YEAR OF THIS PRESENT COMMON COUNCIL. 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New 
York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows :— 


Ist. To defray the expenses of the City and County of 
New York, for the financial year of the present Common 
Council, which commences on the second Tuesday in May, 
1833, and closes on the second Tuesday in May, 1834, the 
following sums be, and the same are hereby appropriated, 


namely :— 


Alms House, Bridewell, and Penitentiary, 
Board of Health, 


Bonds Payable, : 

Charities, 

Charges on Arrears of decane and 
Taxes, 4 : F z 


Cleaning Streets, 


Commutation of Alien Passengers, 
tal 


County Contingencies, - P 
Courts, F 

Docks and Slips, : E 
Elections, 3 4 5 
‘Fire Department, ; . 


House of Refuge, 


Carried over, 


$146,000 00 
6,000 00 
316,000 00 
5,000 00 


1,000 00 
80,000 00 
100 00 
26,000 00 
27,000 00 
80,000 00 
4,500 00 
15,000 00 
9,000 00 


LT 


$716,600 00 
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Amount brought over, $716,600 00 


Interest Account, 5 ; ‘ 55,000 00 
Intestate Estates, ; ‘ . 1,250 00 
Justices’ Courts, , : : 13,500 00 
Lamps and Gas, . . . 86,000 00 
Lands and Places, : : 5 3,500 00 
Levying Tax, ee ae 7,000 00 
Lottery Office Licenses, - 5 3,000 00 
Markets, i 3 5 10,000 00 
Mayoralty Fees : : 5 150 00 
Old Alms House, . i : 1,000 00 
Qld Debtors’ Jail, 3 i ; 10,000 00 
Public Schools, 8 : c 86,657 56 
Public Reservoir and Pipes, ‘ : 58,000 00 
Police, z 3 : 16,500 00 
Printing and Bidiienary) : . 7,000 00 
Roads, ‘i ef : 25,000 00 
Repairs and Supplies, = , . 18,000 00 
Salaries, ‘ : ‘ 40,000 00 
Streets, z ‘ ; 5 250,000 00 
Street Expenses, | = - : 25,000 00 
Tavern and Excise Licenses, . 3 1,600 00 
Watch, ‘ ‘ i 106,000 00 
Wells and aaee . : . 6,000 00 


$1,545,757 56 


ny 


2d. The Comptroller shall draw no Warrant on the Treas- 
urer, except for the object for which the money to be drawn 
by such Warrant was appropriated ; and he shall in no case 
exceed by his drafts, the sum appropriated. In the event of 
an appropriation being exhausted, he shall give notice of the 
fact to the Common Council, with a statement of the sums 
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which have been drawn on such exhausted appropriation, 
and for what particular purpose drawn ; and, as far as prac- 
ticable, the reason of its deficiency. He shall also state the 
additional amount that he may deem necessary to be appro- 
priated, in order to complete the disbursements for the year, 
of that specific head of expenditure. 


3d. The Comptroller shall annually prepare an estimated 
calculation of the probable receipts and disbursements of the 
financial year of the Common Council, and report the same 
to both Boards on the second Tuesday in May, annually, im- 
mediately after the said Boards shall have been organized. 


Ath. It shall be the duty of the several and respective de- 
partments on the requisition of the Comptroller, to furnish 
him with a detailed estimate of the sums required for each 
distinct object of expenditure under their supervision, in 
order that the annual appropriations may be made for the 
current expenses of the year, in accordance with the 18th 
section of the “Act to amend the Charter of the City of 
New York,” passed April 7th, 1830. 


5th. The Comptroller shall, in the month of December, 
annually, report to the Common Council, an estimated cal- 
culation of the probable amount of tax that may be required 
for the ensuing financial year, in order that application may 
be made to the Legislature for authority to raise such sum as 
the Common Council shall deem proper and necessary. 

6th. It shall be the further duty of the Comptroller, to 
cause the annual publication to be made, which is required 
by the 20th section of the “Act to amend the Charter of the 
City of New York,” passed April 7th, 1830. 





per iis 
Baa 


SPIT’ zi, foidw ebsni od o} 
adr i weliad9 9 sat haems 6} ts 
COSI abit ie ite 





31 


DOCUMENT NO. V. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JUNE 10, 1833. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk, 


at 


A LAW 


TO ORGANIZE THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 





§ 1. Be it ordained by the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the City of New York, in Common Council con- 
vened, that the person holding the office of Mayor, and the 
persons holding the offices of Aldermen and Assistant Alder- 
men of the said city, for the time being, and their successors 
in office respectively, be, and shall be, and they are hereby 
constituted and appointed members of the Board of Health. 


§ 2. The Mayor shall be President of the Board of 
Health. 
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§ 3. Whenever there shall be a vacancy in the office of 
Mayor,—or the Mayor shall be absent from the City,—or 
prevented by sickness or any other cause, from attending the 
Board of Health, the President of the Board of Aldermen 
shall act as President of the Board of Health. 


§ 4. Seven members, of which the Mayor shall be one, 
shall constitute a quorum to transact any business relating to 
the public health. If the Mayor shall be absent for any of 
the causes mentioned in the third section, the President of the 
Board of Aldermen shall be one of such quorum, and shall 
preside: but no appropriation of any money shall be made, 
unless the majority of all the members of the Board of Health 
shall be present. 

§ 5. In case the Mayor shall, from any cause, be unable 
to attend to his duties as a health officer ; and if the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Aldermen shall also be unable to attend, 
a majority of all the members of the Board of Health shall 
be requisite to form a quorum, and may choose one of their 
own number as President for the time being. 


Upon which Mr. Van Wyck offered the following Ordi- 
nance, as an amendment : 


“Be it ordained by the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the City of New York, that hereafter the Board of Health for 
the City and County of New York, shall consist of the Mayor 
and ten members; three shall be elected from the Board of 
Aldermen, and an equal number shall be elected from the 
Board of Assistants, and that the remaining four shall be 
elected from the Citizens generally, by the Common Council.” 


Referred to Committee on Laws, and Applications to the 
Legislature. 
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The Committee on Laws and Applications to the Legisla- 
ture, to whom was referred “ A Law” from the Board of 
Aldermen, “to organize the Board of Health,” beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That the Board of Health being designed principally for exe- 
cutive duties—the great object to be attended to in its forma- 
tion is the efficiency of its operations. Universal experience, 
however, proves that a few persons can act more promptly, 
and with more effect than many; the Committee would, 
therefore, recommend, that in future the Board of Health 
shall consist, not of thirty-one, but of eleven persons,—the 
Mayor, and five members of the Board of Aldermen, and five 
members of the Board of Assistants ; and in conformity with 
this recommendation, the Committee report the following 


ordinance. 
J. AUG. SMITH, 


STEPHEN ALLEN, 
DENNIS McCARTHY. 





A LAW 


FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of 
New York, do ordain as follows : 


1st. The Board of Aldermen shall select five persons from 
their own body, and the Board of Assistants shall select five 


5 
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persons from their own body, which ten persons, thus selected 
annually, shall, with the Mayor of the City, constitute the 
Board of Health of the City and County of New York. 

9d. The said Board is hereby invested with all the powers 
of the Common Council of the said City, with regard to the 
public health of the City, to be exercised by the said Board 
of Health in such manner as in their judgment and discretion 
may best promote the important object committed to their 
charge. 

3d. The said Board of Health shall assemble at such 
time and place, and as often as they may judge proper, to 
superintend and carry into effect all laws and ordinances of 
the State and Common Council, which at present exist, or 
may be hereafter passed, respecting pestilential and infectious 
diseases, and the public health generally. 

Ath. It shall be the duty of the City Inspector to observe 
such instructions as may be given to him by the Board of 
Health, and he shall also execute the several orders and 
resolutions of the said Board. 
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DOCUMENT NO. VI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 15, 1833. 


Report of the Comptroller on Contracts made by the late Common 
Council. Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Resolved, That the Comptroller report to this Board a 
statement of all the contracts or orders made, directed, or 
authorised by resolution or ordinance of the late Common 
Council, for the working, regulating or MacAdamizing any 
roads or avenues; building docks, markets, or other public 
erections ; laying conduit pipes, erecting lamp posts for gas 
lights, or any other matter out of the ordinary line of expen- 
diture, not now completed and paid for, the expense of which, 
or any part thereof, is to be paid from the City Treasury ; 
and the amount, whether in part or in whole, still to be paid. 





The Comptroller respectfully reports to the Board of Assis- 
tants—That for the purpose of obtaining the information 
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sought for by the annexed resolution, of (Mr. Allen,) he fur- 
nished a copy thereof to the City Inspector's Department, 
to the Fire and Building Department, and to the Street 
Commissioner’s Department, requesting from each such in- 
formation as the Departments respectively could supply. 


He now presents the several statements as received from 
each of the said Departments, and as fulfilling, (as far as 
practicable,) the requirements of the said resolution. 

Respectfully submitted by 
T. J. WATERS, 


Comptroller. 
New York, June 17, 1833. 
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The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a Report 
from the Comptroller, with accompanying Documents, on 
the subject of disbursements necessary to be provided for, in 
order to meet the expense of certain orders and resolutions 
of the Common Council of the last year, 


REPORT, 


That they feel it their duty to state, that the Comptroller has 
not received that correct and prompt information from all 
the Departments applied to, which, in their opinion, he had 
aright to expect. In compiling the documents accompany- 
ing this report therefore, he has been compelledjto rely upon 
other sources of information, or upon his own judgment, in 
arriving at a conclusion on the several matters of information 
requested of him. 

It is evidently in the spirit, if not the letter of the amended 
charter, that before any project of improvement shall be en- 
tered upon, an estimate of the expense must be made, in or- 
der that the necessary means may be provided for carrying 
it into effect; and the proper source of information is the 
several departments of the city government. If the members 
of a department collectively, do not possess the necessary in- 
formation, it is their duty to obtain it from other sources 
within their reach, and thus furnish as correct an answer to 
the requisitions as practicable. 

For the want of this information in part, as will be seen by 
the following summary of the documents, reliance has had to 
be placed upon the judgment of the Comptroller, assisted by 
that of the Committee, in several instances. 

No. 1 is an estimate from the Street Commissioner’s De- 
partment, containing full information as requested by the 


Doe. No. 6.] 38 


resolution, of the expense of sinking bulkheads, building 
piers, surveys, and regulations in the Twelfth Ward, and 
completing the work on the Third Avenue ; all which was 
ordered by the late Common Council, and amounts to 
$75,989 78. 

No. 2 contains all the information which could be obtain- 
ed from the Commissioners of the Fire and Building Depart- 
ment. In this estimate there ought to have been included 
the buildings ordered to be erected on the Long Island Farm, 
and the mason work and materials for completing the Record 
Office ; the first of which has been estimated by the Com- 
mittee at $4,000, but which, it now appears, has been con- 
tracted for at $4,858. The Record Office they have esti- 
mated at $10,000. The document amounts, excluding these 
sums, to $55,518 92. Of which sum there has been paid 
$2,375 48, leaving $53,143 44. 

No. 3 contains in like manner, all the information which 
could be obtained from the City Inspector’s Department. 
In answer to the first call upon this officer, he stated he 
had no other contract than two hundred gas lanterns, at 
$2 50 each, amounting to $500. On a subsequent call, 
however, he stated two hundred and fifty-four iron posts, 
which, with fixtures, &c., would cost $25 each, or $6,350 
for the whole, making a total of $6,850. It would seem, 
as the Committee think, that this estimate has not been made 
in accordance with the number of feet ordered to be lighted, 
but barely for the number of posts and lamps he has con- 
tracted for ;—thus it appears, he has contracted for two hun- 
dred lamps, and two hundred and fifty-four iron posts: but 
why there is fifty-four posts wanted more than lamps is not 
explained. "The Committee are of opinion, that a consider- 
able number of lamps and posts will be required to light the 
streets ordered more than those set down by the City Inspec- 
tor. They have subjoined an estimate made by an officer of 
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the New York Gas Company, amounting to $14,124 45. 
This however, comprises more streets than have passed both 
Boards; but as the Committee think the cost will exceed 
that estimated by the City Inspector, they have deemed it 
safest to state the sum at $20,000. 

No. 4 is a general statement, and includes the aforesaid 
sums, together with several items of expense growing out of 
unfinished orders on some objects, and increased expense on 
others, all of which were directed by the late Common Coun- 
cil, as the Committee are informed, and are as follows : 


For completing the middle building of the Peni- 


tentiary on Blackwell’s Island, : - $6,000 00 
A third building on the Long Island Farm, - 4,000 00 
Extra expenses of the Board of Health, - - 3,500 00 
House of Refuge, in aid of erecting a building 

for colored children, - - - 6,000 00 
Mason work, and materials for completing the 

Record Office, - - - - 16,000 00 
Revising the Laws of the State, relative to the 

City, still unpaid, = - - - -  1,934°29 
Additional interest on money borrowed by the 

late Common Council, - - - 20,000 00 
Additional expense in cleaning the streets of the 

City, 2 = . - 50,000 00 
Extras not enumerated, - - - 4,500 00 


Making a total of $254,067 51 


Before closing this report, the Committee beg leave to ob- 
serve, that it has appeared to them, if the spirit and intention 
of the amended charter had been attended to, much of the 
expenditure comprised in the foregoing exhibit would not 
have been ordered. A principal and paramount object of 
the amended charter is to keep the expenditure of the Com-: 
mon Council within its means; and therefore it is that pro- 
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vision has been made, that every act recommending a specific 
improvement, involving the expenditure of the public money, 
shall be published, with the names of those who vote for and 
against the measure: and the Common Council are forbid 
borrowing any money exceeding the revenue of the year. 
It appears, however, that the outstanding bonds of the last 
year amount to about $300,000 more than those of the year 
previous ; and it is a question therefore, whether an excess 
has not been borrowed beyond the revenue, and this whole- 
some provision of the charter neglected. 


It is the opinion of the Committee, that the only corrective 
for this state of things, is the annual appropriation of the 
means of the Corporation to specific and necessary objects, 
and the confining of the expenditure to those objects, except 
in extraordinary cases, which must be provided for, if the 
means are not possessed, by additional taxes. 


If this plan had been pursued, the Committee are of opinion, 
that the present state of the finances would not have existed ; 
for they cannot be led to believe that any Common Council, 
possessing the information that the means of the Corporation 
were exhausted, would still vote an expenditure of more than 
$250,000, without the necessary provision for discharging the 
debt. If the late Common Council had commenced by 
making the annual appropriation for the fiscal year, as already 
enjoined by the amended charter, and $40,000 had been 
appropriated for Docks and Slips, which is a larger sum than 
usual for that object, and the Committee on Wharves and 
Piers had reported in favor of building additional docks, the 
cost of which would be $59,7 39, as was the fact, would it not 
be immediately perceived by every member of the Common 
Council, possessing the knowledge of the sum appropriated 
to this object, that there was an expenditure recommended of 
near $20,000 more than the sum set apart for the purpose q 


This would probably lead to a call upon the Comptroller to 
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ascertain the amount still unexpended of the original sum; 
when it might appear, that the one half of the annual appro- 
priation was exhausted, and therefore if the report of the 
Committee was concurred in, at least $40,000 of the expense 
must be provided for from extra sources. 

The Committee are of opinion, that under such circum- 
stances, any Common Council would hesitate, and not leave, 
as in the present instance, their successors to carry into effect 
their orders, to be disbursed from the revenue of the suc- 
ceeding year. 

It only remains for the Committee to state, that the dis- 
bursement of the sums contained in the foregoing exhibit, has 
been provided for in the ordinance making the appropriations 
for the fiscal year, which ordinance has passed this Board, 
and been sent to the Board of Aldermen for their sanction. 

The Committee propose the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the foregoing report be printed, in order 
that it may be plaeed on the files of the members of both 
Boards. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J, AUG. SMITH. 
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No. 1. 
DOCKS AND SLIPS. 


Pier, at the foot of Jefferson street,— 


Contract, - - - $5,500 
Amount paid under the pre- 
vious Common Council, - 2,750 $2,750 00 
Pier, at the foot of North Moore 
street,—Contract, - - 10,773 00 


Bulkhead and Filling in near 
Fort Gansevoort, Estimated 
Cost, and amount Appro- 


priated, - - -- 39,620 58 
Bulkhead and Sewer, at Peck 
Slip, - - - - 3,346 20 
Filling in, - - - 000 00 3,846 20 
$56,989 78 


SURVEYS, &c. 


For the Regulating of the Twelfth Ward, 4,000 00 


THIRD AVENUE. 


For completing the Regulation. 
and MacAdamizing, - 15,000 00 


Street Commissioner’s Department, ; $75,989 78 
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No. 2. 
WATER PIPES AND CASTINGS. 
AMOUNT DUE ON FORMER CONTRACTS, VIZ: 


To Mark Richards, of Philadelphia, $'7,500 
J. Ellicott and Sons, of Baltimore, 1,350 $8,850 00 


PRESENT CONTRACTS WITH 


Mark Richards for 6,300 ft 12 in pipe at $200 12,600 00 
216% 4% 0 60 129 60 


J. Ellicot & Sons, 5,280 “12 “  “ 2 00 10,560 00 
230002 TO es 175 3,500 00 
TG00' 32 0 45 450 00 


CASTINGS, BRANCHES, &c., FOR THE 


4,066 98 
3,432 69 
2,336 42 


Hudson street Line, - - ‘5 é a 
Pearl street Line, - = = a eS 
Essex street Line, - - - = 2 


$45,925 69 


FITTING UP AND FURNISHING SUNDRY ROOMS, &c. &c. viz: 


Governor’s Room, - - - $521 12 
Judge Edwards’ Room, - - 138 21 
Mr. Martling’s Room, - - 68 26 
Mr. Skellorn’s Room, oe Oe 


Vice Chancellor’s Court Room, - 530 56 
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Common Pleas do. - 424 90 
Aldermen’s Council Chamber, - 69 00 
Assistants’ do. - 43 00 
Mayor’s Office, - - - 219 44 
Clerk of Common Council’s Office, 588 39 
Do. Board of Assistants’ do. 164 32 
Do. Superior Court’s do. 44 75 
Do. County do. do. 56 85 


Committee Room at Old Alms House, 218 75 
Offices in the Old Jail, or Record, 


Hall, - - - - 1,437 21 








| 4,585 83 
For Completing the Old Jail, = - 3,700 00 
« Building Cistern in rear of Old Alms House, 77 40 
« Engine House in Walnut street, for No. 17, 480 00 
“ New Engine for Company No. 11, 750 00 


Commissioners of Fire and Building Department, $55,518 92 
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No. 3. 
GAS LAMPS OR LANTERNS. 





200 Contracted for at $2 50 each, - - $500 00 
GAS LAMP POSTS AND FIXTURES FOR STREETS, 
ORDERED TO BE LIGHTED WITH GAS. 
Hudson street, 52 
Chambers street, 22 
Warren street, 21 
Murray street, 21 
Greenwich street, 59 
Park Place, 6 
Broad street, Al 
Bridge street, il 
Barclay street, 21 
254 Posts at $25 each, $6,350 00 
City Inspector’s Department, - $6,850 00 





Copy of a Document received from an Officer of the New York 
Gas Light Company. 


Gas 
Lbs. Lage Posts. 
Philadelphia, 400 70 12.50 Lamps, &c, $27 87 
Baltimore, 450 “ 14.66 “ 29 43 


oo 


$57 30 
Average, $28 65 
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STREETS TO BE LIGHTED. 


Feet. 
Bridge street, 850 
Broad street, 2,000. 
Hudson street, 3,000 
Chambers street, 2,100 
Warren street, 2,000 
Murray street, 1,200 
Frankfort street, 1,500 
Cherry street, 7,400 
Canal street, 3,000 
Park Place, 500 








24,650 feet, the Lamps at 
100 feet apart on the same side, will require 
493 Lamps and Posts, at $28 65, - $14,124 45 


Locust Lamp Posts will cost, according to proposals made 
to City Inspector, $10 each, saving $1,371. 
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No. 4. 


Pier at the foot of Jefferson street, 
do. do. North Moore street, 
Bulkhead and Sewer at Peck Slip, 
Do. and filling in, on West street, near 
Fort Gansevoort, - 
Surveys and Profiles for the Permanent Regu- 
lation of the Twelfth Ward, 
Completing the Third Avenue, - 
Middle Building on Blackwell’s Island, 
estimated to cost about $12,000 
On Account of which there has been paid, 6,000 


A third building on the Long Island Farms, 

estimated to cost about 
Board of Health—estimated at $6,000: 
The ordinary Expenditure seldom reaches, 2,500 


— = 


House of Refuge,—to aid in erecting another 
Building for Colored Children, 
Old Debtors’ Jail will require to complete it, 
probably 
Laws of the State relative. to the City, for com- 
piling them, Printing, &c., a balance of 
Interest’ Account,—in consequence of the 
large Amount Bonds remaining paid 
from last year, will be increased in the 
sum, most probably of 
Cleaning Streets, under the previous law, from 
January to June, the Receipts and Pay- 
ments were nearly equal ; from that time 
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$2,750 00 
10,773 00 
3,846 20 
39,620 58 


4,000 00 
15,000 00 


6,000 00 


4,000 00 


3,500 00 


5,000 00 
10,000 00 


1,934 29 


20,000 00 
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to the 31st December, inclusive, the Pay- 
ments exceeded the receipts, in the sum 

of $28,700, at which rate the present 
year’s extra expense will amount to about 

For Water Pipes, and expenses of laying them 
down, there is unexpended of the appro- 
priation made by the previous Common 
Council, a balance of - 5 5 

For Lamps and Gas.—There are a number 
of streets named in the List furnished by 

the City Inspector’s Department to be 
Lighted with Gas, which will probably 
amount to $14,000, and as there are 
some streets not named therein, it would, 
perhaps, be most safe to estimate the extra 
amount required at - - - - 
Repairs and Supplies, will be increased by the 
extra Fittings up and Furnishing, about - 


50,000 00 


53,143 44 


20,000 00 


4,500 00 





$254,067 51 


SSS 
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DOCUMENT NO. VIL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 15, 1833. 


Report of the Committee on Wharves, and Public Lands and 
Places, relative to Bulkhead in front of public property Jrom 
Twenty-third to Twenty-eighth street. Laid on the table and 


ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Wharves, and Public Lands and Places, 
to whom was referred the annexed communication from the 
Street Commissioner, in respect to building a Bulkhead in 
front of the public property, extending from Twenty-third to 
Twenty-eighth street, beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That they have attentively examined the subject, and given 
to it that full consideration which its magnitude and impor- 
tance demand. 


7 
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The property owned by the city extends from Twenty- 
third street to Twenty-eighth street, containing all the different 
branches of the Bellevue establishment, and possesses a very 
extensive front on the East River, along which has formerly 
been built, at or near the line of low water, from Twenty-third 
to Twenty-fourth street, a stone wall, and from Twenty-fourth 
to Twenty-eighth street, a wooden bulkhead, leaving outside 
thereof a considerable flat of very shallow water; which lying 
in a cove, has become the receptacle of large quantities of 
butchers’ offals, daily thrown from the wharf at the foot of 
Twenty-third street, and which by the action of the flood tide 
are cast all along the shore, and there remain putrifying, and 
emitting the most offensive smells. This is in itself, an evil 
of a very serious nature, and calls most emphatically for a 
permanent remedy. ‘The building of the bulkhead in ques- 
tion, by covering the flat and altering the set of the current, 
will effectually answer this purpose. 


But there are other considerations connected with this 
subject, (independent of the correction of the before-men- 
tioned shocking nuisance, ) which, in the opinion of your Com- 
mittee, have a very powerful bearing on the subject. 


The bulkhead now built there, is in a decayed condition, 
having been erected about eighteen years ago, and will ere 
long, require extensive repairs : hence the question arises, is 
it not better—much better—to expend money in a new erec- 
tion in a suitable position, than on an old and decayed struc- 
ture, which, at the utmost, can last but a few years longer, 
and the repairs of which will be continually an increasing 
charge ? 


If the subject be viewed in a pecuniary light, relatively, as 
to the cost of building the bulkhead, and filling the same 
with earth, and compared with the market value of the land 
when made, yeur Committee are fully of opinion, that it will 
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be a profitable investment, and will most abundantly repay 
the sums disbursed in the undertaking. 


The soundings taken by direction of the Street Commis- 
sioner, on the line on which he proposes the bulkhead to be 
built, and which extends in a direct course from the extre- 
mity of the present wharf on Twenty-third street, to the 
northerly corner of the wharf at Twenty-eighth street, show 
a depth of water from 18 to 22 feet, which is entirely sufli- 
cient for all useful purposes ; and the make of the adjacent 
land both above and below, is such, that by the action of the 
ebb tide, the bottom will always be swept clean, and no de- 
posit of mud can be formed. 

Your Committee are fully impressed with the probable ad- 
vantages to be derived from the proposed measure, and also 
believe the present to be a favorable time for the undertaking, 
as the timber market is now supplied, and likely to be abun- 
dant throughout the season ; and the facilities for procuring 
earth and stone from the excavations now going on in the 
neighborhood, are quite considerable, and might be made use 
of to much advantage. 

Yet notwithstanding, as the subject is of much weight and 
moment, and will involve the outlay of a very considerable 
sum of money, your Committee are desirous of proceeding 
“with caution and deliberation ; and as the estimates received 
during the last year, cannot be supposed now to be binding 
on those who then offered, they have deemed it most expe- 
dient, previous to proposing any definitive measure, to direct 
the Street Commissioner to advertise anew, for proposals for 
building the bulkhead, and offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Street Commissioner advertise for pro- 
posals for building a bulkhead in the East River, in front of 
the public property ; to extend from the centre of Twenty- 
third street, to the northerly side of Twenty-eighth street, and 
being about thirteen hundred feet in length; which proposals, 
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when received, shall be by him reported to the Committee of 
Wharves, and Public Lands and Places, of this Board. 
* DAVID HALSEY, 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 
JOHN C. TUCKER. 
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DOCUMENT NO. VIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 15, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Commitiee on. appropriating $4,858 to 
erect Buildings on Long Island Farms, Laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed for the use of the members. 

Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a report 
from the Special Committee of the Board of Aldermen, on 
Blackwell’s Island, and the Long Island Farms, recommend- 
ing an appropriation of $4,858 for erecting an additional 
building on the said Long Island Farms, 


REPORT, 
That the Committee alluded to, in their report to the Board 


of Aldermen, state that just at the close of the political year, 
their predecessors in office entered into a’ contract with 
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Topping and Price, for erecting the aforesaid building, and 
that the said Committee derived their authority from the 
following resolution : 


“© Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Alms House be 
authorised to erect one or more frame buildings on the Long 
Island Farm, for the accommodation of the female children ; 
also, a building of wood, to be erected for a Hospital, but 
which is not to be used as an Opthalma Hospital.” Referred 
to the Joint Special Committee on Blackwell’s Island, &c., 
and Commissioners of the Alms House, with power. 


The reference then, as your Committee understand it, is 
with power to decide whether the resolution shall be carried 
into effect or not ; and when that question was decided in the 
affirmative, the Special Committee had spent their powers, 
and the burden of the business devolved on the Commis- 
sioners of the Alms House. But it appears the Committee 
of the Board of Aldermen have construed the resolution as 
giving them the power, not only to decide whether the reso- 
lution shall be carried into effect, but also, to enter into con- 
tracts—and in fact—to consummate the whole of the power 
delegated by the resolution. If their construction is correct, 
they are authorised to erect one or more buildings on the 
Long Island Farm, and the one now in progress is the third 
erected under the aforesaid authority. 


Who the Committee of the late Common Council were, 
that exercised the authority conferred by this resolution, we 
have not deemed it necessary to inquire, for be they who 
they may, we think it improper, under any circumstances, 
to extend to a Committee, powers, which ought to be exer- 
cised by none except the Common Council itself, or by the 
departments by them appointed. In accordance with the 
construction of the Special Committee, there may be one, 
or one hundred buildings erected by them, without the inter- 
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vention of the Common Council, except to provide the 
means for carrying into effect this extensive power. 


The contract for the additional building, now under con- 
sideration, it is said, was entered into by the Committee of 
the last year; and the charter expressly prohibits every 
member of the Common Council from being, either directly, 
or indirectly, interested in any contract the consideration 
whereof is to be paid from the City Treasury. It appears, 
however, Mr. Thomson Price, a member of the late Board of 
Assistants, is one of the contractors for erecting the build- 
ing alluded to,—which is in direct violation of the charter. 
But the date of the contract is the 25th of May, 1833, and 
therefore, must have been executed since the present Com- 
mon Council came into office ; and if this is so, how shall we 
understand the language of the report made to the other 
Board, that ‘on examination they (the Special Committee) 
find, that a similar Committee of the late Common Council, 
just at the close of the political year, had entered into a con- 
tract with Topping and Price, for the erecting and complet- 
ing a centre building 25 by 100 feet, and two stories high.” 


Your Committee presume, the explanation is, that the ad- 
vertising for estimates and deciding who should be the build- 
ers, was performed by the Joint Committees of the late 
Common Council; while the executing of the contract was 
under the direction of the Special Committee of the Board 
of Aldermen ; for it appears, that the estimates of the build- 
ers are dated the 27th of April, 1833, seventeen days before 
the present Common Council took their seats, while the 
contract is dated the 25th of May, eleven days after they took 
their seats. So that, on the 27th of April, while Mr. Price 
was a member of the Common Council, the Special Com- 
mittee enter into a verbal contract with him, for erecting the 
building alluded to, which contract is reduced to writing, and 
executed on the 25th day of May thereafter. To say the 
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least of this transaction, in the opinion of your Committee, it 
evades the express prohibition of the charter. 
It also appears, that this contract is not with the Commis- 
- sioners of the Alms House, but with Mr. Cox, the Superin- 
tendent, who is not 'a Commissioner, or comprehended in the 
terms of the resolution; and if the Committee are correctly 
informed, the Commissioners have not been consulted, either 
on the necessity, or propriety of erecting this additional build- 
ing. In proof of this fact, the Committee annex a letter, of 
the 4th of May last, from the Clerk of the Commissioners, 
stating, at the request of one of them, that the buildings to be 
erected on the Long Island Farms, are under the direction 
of the Special Committee of the Common Council, which 
-Committee advertised for proposals, and have already made 
the contracts for their erection. The Commissioners of the 
Alms House have had no control over it. 


Acts like these, as the Committee believe, are contrary, 
both to the spirit and letter of the charter, the whole object 
of which is to prevent improvident expenditure, by directing 
that no money shall be drawn from the Treasury, except it 
be appropriated to the object for which it is drawn. The 
charter, therefore, contemplates, the first step before making 
an expenditure, to be an attempt to ascertain the cost: for 
how can an appropriation be properly made unless it is known 
what sum will be required. The second, to decide on the 
question of entering upon the improvement or not, for until 
the cost is known, no judicious vote can be given on the sub- 
ject ;—and the third is to provide the means, by an appro- 
priation, before any debt is contracted. Instead of which, 
by the operation, in the instance under consideration, build- 
ings unlimited are authorised, without any estimate of the 
cost whatever, and a debt incurred without an appropriation 
to meet it. 


If the public business is to be conducted in this manner, 
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of what beneficial use are the executive departments of the 
City Government ? And if an ordinance or resolution, au- 
thorising one of these departments to perform a certain act, 
which being referred to a Committee, with power, and if such 
Committee may assume the whole authority themselves, 
without even consulting the department, who, in law, are in- 
tended to be the responsible parties, of what force or effect 
is a resolution or ordinance of the Common Council, thus 
executed ? 


This whole business has been conducted with so much ir- 
regularity, that the Committee are at a loss what to recom- 
mend to the Board on the subject. They will not charge 
the Committee who have consummated these transactions, 
with improper intentions ; they do not harbor a thought that 
the motive was any thing but proper, arising, as they believe, 
_ from a misapprehension of the letter of the law, and the true 
tenor and purpose of the resolution, under which they acted ; 
but the Committee, nevertheless, consider the precedent a 
dangerous one, and that it ought, therefore, be discoun- 
tenanced by this Board. 


It appears the building is in progress, being partly com- 
pleted, and the contractors are entitled to the payments stip- 
ulated in the contracts, some of which are now due; and 
although, under other circumstances, the Committee might 
deem it their duty to report against the appropriation recom- 
mended by the other Board, they feel disposed, as the matter 
now stands, to acquiesce in the resolution of the Board of 
Aldermen, under a firm persuasion, that a similar irregularity 
will not be repeated under the present Common Council. 


The Committee are decidedly of opinion, however, that a 
resolution granting such unlimited power, as the one under 
consideration, ought not to exist: and they therefore recom- 
mend its repeal; and that hereafter, no improvement. ought 

8 
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to be permitted or contracted for, until an estimate and plan 
shall be submitted to the Common Council, for their ap- 
proval. 

They offer the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That this Board do concur in theresolution pass- 
ed by the Board of Aldermen, appropriating $4,858 for 
completing the building now in progress on the Long Island 
Farms. 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) that the 
resolution passed by the Cotmmon Council, on the 11th of 
August, 1832, authorising the Commissioners of the Alms 
House to erect one or more buildings on the Long Island 
Farms, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 


Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) that here- 
after, no improvement or expense, not appropriated for by 
the ordinance making appropriations for the expenses of the 
financial year of this Common Council, shall be considered 
as authorised or allowed; nor shall any appropriation for 
such improvement or expense be made, until an estimate of 
the cost of such improvement, and if required, a plan of the 
same, shall be submitted to the Common Council, and be 


by them adopted. 
Respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH. 


SrePHEN ALLEN, Esq. 
SIR, 
Alderman Roosevelt has requested me to inform you 


that the buildings to be erected on the Long Island Farms, 
are under the direction of the Special Committee of the Com- 
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- mon Council, which Committee advertised for Proposals, and 
have already made the contracts for their erection. 
The Commissioners of the Alms House have had no con- 
trol over it. 
Yours respectfully, 
JOSIAH MANN. 
Jay 4, 1833. 
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DOCUMENT NO. IX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 22, 1833. 


Report of the Committee on Police, Watch and Prisons, relative 
to making additional provision for persons under detention. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Police, Watch and Prisons, to whom 
was referred the resolution directing “ an inquiry into the ne- 
cessity of making some additional provision, for persons under 
detention either for further examination or for trial,” beg 
leave to : / 


REPORT, 


That of all parts of the city government, the prison system is 
doubtless the one which most imperiously requires revision 
and amendment. Ever since the demolition of the old State 
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Prison, a destruction of public property altogether unparal- 
leled in the civil annals of our country, there is not, and has 
not been, sufficient accommodation for persons coming under 
the cognizance of our criminal tribunals. Individuals, how- 
ever, of this description, are too numerous to be embraced 
with advantage in a single report; the Committee, therefore, 
confining themselves to the letter of the resolution under 
which they are acting, will restrict their remarks and their 
recommendations to those who are detained to have their 
cases further investigated, or who, having been examined, are 
committed for trial. But this division is adopted simply with 
a view to a more lucid arrangement of their facts and reason- 
ings, since the conclusions at which the Committee have 
arrived, apply alike to both these classes of persons. With 
the former of them they will commence. 


It will unavoidably happen that persons are carried to the 
Police Office for every grade of offence, from mere insubor- 
dination, to piracy and murder. A master becomes dissatis- 
fied with his apprentice for being idle and refractory, and 
the boy continuing stubborn, is sent to Bridewell ; the mas- 
ter, thinking a little confinement is all that is necesssary to 
improve his habits or subdue his temper, takes care, by not 
calling at the office, to leave him in durance for a few days. 
Here then there has been no breach of moral law,—an in- 
tractability of disposition is the sum total of the offence,—and 
yet, upon the present system, such a boy not only becomes 
degraded in his own estimation, by the society in which he 
is forced, but he is placed in the condition above all others 
best calculated to quicken or to foster any propensity to evil 
which may unfortunately exist in his mind. If it be import- 
ant then, that the less guilty should not be further depraved, 
by intercourse with the more vicious, it is certainly of vastly 
more consequence that those who are as yet uncontamina- 
ted should not be tainted and destroyed through the agency 
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of public institutions. The Committee, therefore, esteem it 
the bounden duty of the city councils to provide separate 
apartments for those who, having violated no rule of ethics, 
have simply infringed upon some wholesome, but merely le- 
gal regulation. 

Next come those who are charged with offences more or 
less serious, but who are thus charged upon slight, or possi- 
bly, upon circumstantial evidence alone. Now it may hap- 
pen to any person to be involved in suspicion by events over 
which he has no control. Those who are known can, in- 
deed, give bail; but what is to become of the friendless 
stranger? He has, perhaps, put up at a house of good re- 
pute, a trunk has been broken open, and he is suspected, 
seized, and locked up with the vilest criminals, before the 
affair can be fully investigated ; when it is, he is found guilt- 
less and discharged. But what must be the feelings of an 
innocent and sensitive man while thus situated, and associat- 
ing with the ordinary inmates of a prison? And let it not be 
supposed that this is a picture drawn from fancy: such an 
occurrence has recently taken place in this city, and may 
obviously happen at any time. It is true, indeed, that for 
these cases, so far as they are entirely fortuitous, there is no 
remedy, but let not unmerited sufferings be aggravated by bad 
regulations. Let persons thus circumstanced be at least kept 
aloof from vicious and debased companions. Their seclusion, 
too, may not only prevent unnecessary pain at the time, but 
may be the means of avoiding, at a subsequent period, evils 
of much greater magnitude. To have been in Bridewell at 
all is a stigma, and where any sense of shame remains, is al- 
ways a subject of mortification and regret. Of this, the 
hardened offender, it is known, takes advantage, and by 
claiming in public a jail acquaintance with one who has some 
remnant of good feeling left, he exerts over him a most gall- 
ing tyranny, and may incite him to further acts of wickedness, 
All this can be prevented by confinement in separate rooms. 
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Lastly come those who are under strong suspicions of hav- 
ing committed offences of an atrocious character. These, 
the Committee think, should be kept separate, not only on 
account of the evil impressions which they might otherwise 
make upon less desperate offenders, but for the furtherance 
of justice ; for burglaries and other equally serious crimes are 
frequently perpetrated by several persons acting in concert. 
These are often caught at different times, and if allowed to 
communicate with one another, while in custody, can easily 
arrange the tale to which all are toswear. Ifnone knew who 
had been laid hold of, and who had escaped, what those who 
had been taken had acknowledged, and what they had con- 
cealed, what story had been trumped up, and what evidence 
removed, softened or suborned, it is manifest that the prospect 
of arriving at the truth, and, ultimately, of obtaining a just 
verdict, would be a thousand-fold increased. 


We come now to the cases of those against whom the evi- 
dence is so strong that they are to undergo a trial. 


This branch of the subject will not require the same 
lengthened discussion as the one which has just been dis- 
posed of ; for it has been fully proved, the Committee trusts, 
that persons under arrest but not as yet fully examined, 
should be kept in separate apartments ; and it is universally 
conceded, and our whole State Prison system goes upon the 
idea, that after conviction no intercourse between prisoners 
should be allowed.— Why then should the intermediate period 
form an exception? ‘There is no possible reason for it, that 
the Committee can conceive. In all three situations the 
same causes are in operation, and the same results must en- 
sue ; for among criminals, however situated, recklessness is 
always the noblest quality, and in the circle ofa prison, he will 
constantly be the hero who is most devoid of compunction 
and destitute of fear. By such an one and his supporters, 
laws and conscience will be scouted at, the timorous will be 
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emboldened, the scrupulous will be hardened, and the ignorant 
will be instructed. In our jails, accordingly, as at present con- 
ducted, acquaintances are formed, leagues entered into, and 
plans for future operations are digested. It is known, for in- 
stance, to your Committee, that in prisons the art and mys- 
tery of picking locks have been acquired, and instructions 
have been giver where the necessary implements might 
probably be obtained. Nor are these, great as they are, 
the sole evils which result from permitting free commu- 
nications between prisoners after commitment and before 
trial. The following narrative will show what sometimes 
happens from sucha state of things. A man ina fit of pas- 
sion beat his wife. She complained to the police, and as he 
could not give security he was sentto jail. ‘Thenext morning, 
the woman having relented, she applied for his release. An 
order for that purpose was given her, she repaired with it to 
the prison, and arrived just in time to receive his corpse! It 
appeared, upon inquiry, that the man being a poor simple 
body, the other prisoners had so wrought upon his fears that 
during the night he had committed suicide. 


Upon a‘review of the whole subject, then, your Committee 
cannot but come to the three following conclusions : 


First—That a House of Detention should be forthwith 
provided for the reception of persons under arrest for exami- 
nation or for trial. 

Secondly—That this house should be as near as possible 
to the Court of Sessions, to allow easy intercourse between 
the prisoners and their Counsel, and to prevent the necessity 
of conveying the former backwards and forwards chained 
together as is now done. 

Thirdly—That the House of Detention should be so pre- 
pared and regulated that no prisoner should be permitted to have 
any intercourse whatever with any other individual who is also in 
q state of confinement. 

9 





Doce. No. 9.] 66 


At first view this last regulation may appear somewhat 
rigorous, but the Committee cannot so consider it. To the 
innocent it would prove a boon, and the guilty would have no 
right to complain, and could suffer no detriment—they might 
indeed be benefited ; for if every room were furnished with 
a Bible at the expense of the Corporation, with that book as 
a companion, a short seclusion, particularly from such society 
as a prison can afford, might do great good. Many culprits, 
especially those who were rather wild and thoughtless than 
wicked, if thrown suddenly into solitude, would be induced 
to enter into communion with themselves as to the past, and 
to look more calmly and narrowly into the future. Such a 
retrospect and scrutiny, thus aided and conducted, would 
surely prevent, while in confinement, any further accomplish- 
ment in villainy, and would restore some, at least, to the world, 
regenerated and reformed.——Nor need the Bible be the only 
book which should be allowed,—any other good work might 
be furnished which a prisoner wished and could command. 
Even harmless employment of any kind might be permitted— 
solitariness being the only indispensable condition. In this 
way it appears certain to the Committee, that if our prisons 
were not rendered schools of religion and virtue, they would, 
at any rate, cease to be what they now are—SINKS OF DE- 
PRAVITY AND SEMINARIES OF CRIME. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Police, Watch and 
Prisons, ascertain upon what terms a convenient House of 
Detention can be procured and properly fitted up. 

J. AUG. SMITH, 
C. C. JACOBUS. 
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DOCUMENT NO. X. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JULY 29, 1833. 


The Street Committee on widening John street from Broadway 
to Pearl street, presented the following Report, which was read 
and adopted, and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Members. 

D. D. Wiix1amson, Clerk pro tem, 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the petitions 

for, and remonstrances against, widening, straightening, and 

otherwise improving John street, from Broadway to Pearl 
street, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have had the subject under consideration—have 
attentively heard all the reasons for the measure, which have 
been urged by its advocates, and also have carefully weighed 
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all the considerations brought forward by those who are op- 
posed to its adoption,—being very desirous to obtain all the 
information which could be acquired in relation to the sub- 
ject, not only from the yariety of interest connected with it, 
but also from the very large amount of expenditure involved 
in its execution,—being a sum which, in all probability, will 
not be less than Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ! 

From an examination of the maps in the Street Commis- 
sioner’s Office, it will in a moment be seen, that John street, 
in its present situation, is narrow, crooked, and not at all 
adapted to its locality, in the heart of this populous city, and 
particularly at its southern extremity, where it unites with 
Pearl street, is excessively inconvenient, both from its want 
of width, and from the steep declivity by which it unites with 
Pearl street, at Burling Slip; and your Committee are en- 
tirely satisfied, that if any plan could be devised, by which 
these very serious difficulties can be removed, and at the 
same time justice be done to all the parties concerned, being 
not only those who own the lots fronting on John street, but 
also the owners on the cross streets, which intersect John 
street, and particularly those on Gold, Cliff, and Pearl streets, 
a very great and material point will be gained. 


Experience has shown that projected improvements, in 
opening new streets, or widening old ones, are much more 
successful, and more profitable to all concerned, when they 
take place in those parts of the city which are of moderate 
ascent, than where the sites of the proposed alterations are 
on quick and steep declivities ; and for the very obvious 
reason, that in the one case facilities are afforded for the 
transportation of heavy goods of which the other is not sus- 
ceptible ; thus giving a very large increase of value, as for 
wholesale stores, in the one case, which in the other cannot 
be made available, by reason of the difficulty of carting heavy 
goods up steep ascents, and particularly so in the winter 


x season. 
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Acting under these impressions, as your Committee are 
induced to believe the petitioners for widening John street 
also propose, that the graduation of John, Gold, and Cliff 
streets, should be reduced, and the surface of Pear] street 
should be raised, so as to take off as much of the declivity of 
John street, from William street to Pearl street as practica- 
ble; thus endeavoring to make its entrance into Pear! street, 
of such moderate slope, as might afford reasonable facilities 
for the transportation of heavy goods, at all seasons of the 
year. 

In order to ascertain how far this might be accomplished, 
and what would be its effects, not only on John street, but 
also of the intersecting streets, profiles of the whole have 
been made, showing the surface of the pavements, and the 
elevations of the first floors of the buildings, on John, Gold, 
Cliff and Pearl streets, so far as the same would be affected 
by the proposed measure ; and new lines of elevation and 
depression have been projected thereon, showing the quan- 
tity of cutting down and filling up at the different points. 

From these profiles it will be seen, that in Pearl street, 
especially, a considerable number of the buildings now erect- 
ed between Fulton street and Maiden Lane, will have their 
floors brought below the level of the pavements, and thus in- 
volve the necessity of making very expensive alterations in 
such buildings,—many of which have been recently erected 
at great cost, adapted to the present level of the street,—and 
others, from want of sufficient height in the first story, are in- 
capable of being so altered. Alterations also would be re- 
quired in the buildings on Gold and Cliff streets, though not 
to such an extent as on Pearl street. 

Difficulties of a similar kind having arisen many years ago, 
in the projects for altering and improving the streets of the 
city, the Common Council, in the year 1816, applied to the 
Legislature of the State for the passage of a law, making pro- 


ap 
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vision to meet such cases, and it was then enacted, that 
~ whenever afterwards it became expedient, in conjunction 
with the plan for opening or widening a street, that the gra- 
duation of the adjacent streets should be changed, in order 
to meet the new regulation of the street so to be opened or 
widened, that profiles showing the proposed alterations, should 
be made, and laid before the Commissioners, who are specially 
directed to estimate and allow damages to persons, owners of 
houses and lots, not only such as are required for the purpose 
of widening the street, but also such as are owners on the in- 
tersecting streets, whose level would be changed, and they 
thereby put to cost and expense. (The law above mentioned 
will be found at page 745 of the laws relative to the city, and 
to which the Committee particularly beg leave to refer.) 


In the present case, it is manifest, that some considerable 
portion of the assessment is expected to be paid by the pro- 
perty fronting on the streets crossing John street, and lying 
half way to Fulton street, on the one hand, and half way to 
Maiden Lane, on the other. But if, arising from circum- 
stances produced by the proposed change of regulation, the 
owners on these streets, instead of contributing to the pro- 
posed assessment, are to be allowed damages for the neces- 
sary expenses of filling up and altering the streets, with the 
cost of repaving, and flagging the side walks, altering their 
stoops, and raising their floors,—the question arises, whence 
is the money to come ? Will the owners on John street be 
able to bear, not only the expense of taking the land and 
buildings which it is proposed to take for widening the street, © 
but also to remunerate to the owners on the crossing streets, 
the necessary allowances to he made by the Commissioners, 
for the alterations above mentioned 4 


This is an important question, which has been laid before 
the parties who advocate the proposed widening of the street, 
and so fully have they become convinced of its weighty con- 
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sequences to the measure, that they now propose to abandon 
the idea of altering the elevations of any of the streets in 
question, but confine themselves to widening John street, to 
the width of forty-five feet, from Broadway to Pearl street, 
and leaving the question of changing the regulations of the 
streets to come up hereafter, if it shall at any future time be 
thought advisable. 

There is also a discrepancy of opinion among the parties 
concerned, as to the direction of the new lines between Nas- 
sau street and Broadway; some of the owners wishing to 
have a straight line, and which also brings it nearer to the 
opening of Dey street, on the opposite side of Broadway, 
whilst others wish to introduce two additional bends into the 
street; and some of the parties make the adoption of the 
lines proposed by them, the condition of their consent to 
the measure, thus adding to its embarrassments. 


Your Committee deem it necessary to mention, that the 
line proposed between Nassau and William streets, (and 
which in this part of it is admitted to be the only feasible one) 
will cut off about six feet of the church belonging to the Me- 
thodist congregation, and who remonstrate wholly against the 
measure. 


Under the law authorising the Commissioners of Estimate 
and Assessment, to charge against the Corporation one-third \. 
of the value of the buildings to be taken in improving the 
street, your Committee believe the Commissioners would find 
it necessary to go to the extent of their power, and thus 
charge the Public Treasury, probably not less than twenty 
five thousand dollars, a sum that certainly appears to be large 
at the first view, but when the increased value of the property 
consequent on these improvements, is taken into considera- 
tion, the new buildings erected, and the additional amount of ~ 
taxable property created, it is fully believed by your Com- 
mittee, that they would not be justified in taking narrow and 
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contracted views on these subjects,--inasmuch, as notwithstand- 
ing various sums have, at different times, been paid by the pub- 
lic for similar improvements, they are entirely convinced that 
measures of this character have, on the whole, been an 
effectual means of sustaining and replenishing the Public 
‘Treasury. 


By a recurrence to the law of eighteen hundred and six- 
teen, it will be seen, beyond all possibility of doubt, that it 
was the decided opinion of the then Common Council, in 
the application for, and also, of the Legislature, in passing 
the law, that the subject of alterations in the regulations of 
the streets, was intended to be necessarily and inseparably 
connected with the widening of them; and was, in fact, the 
only way in which even-handed justice could be meted out 
to all the parties concerned. 


Let us for the sake of illustration suppose, that the wi- — 
dening of the street in question, separated from any altera- 
tion of the regulation, was agreed upon, and passed by the 
Common Council, the Commissioners appointed by the 
Court, and the estimates of damage and assessments for 
benefit all made, it is very clear that the property om the in- 
tersecting streets, would be assessed considerable sums for 
their share of the benefit produced. Let us suppose the as- 
sessment confirmed, and the money collected—the buildings 
all removed—the streets widened, and new stores about to be 
erected ; what then—why the evils arising from the sharp 
declivities of John street, will be still more sensibly felt, just 
in proportion as it comes to be more used, and applications 
will be renewed to the Common Council, to alter the pitch of 
the street, and will be continued until finally they succeed ; 
as your Committee fully believe, that raising the surface of 
Pearl street, will, at some time hereafter, if not at present, 
inevitably follow the widening of John street. Hence they 
are of opinion, that the Common Council, as the conserva- 
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tors of public justice, ought not to consent to any measure 
which would operate oppressively on any portion of the citi- 
zens, as they most certainly believe, would be the consequence 
of separating the measure of widening John street, from that 
of altering the grade of it and the adjacent streets. 


Your Committee have deemed it their duty to make this 
exposition of the facts and circumstances connected with the 
above application, in order that it might be presented to the 
Common Council in all its bearings ; still, however, believing 
it to be a measure which may be made eminently beneficial 
to the owners of property, provided any mode can be adopted 
by which the various interests can be united in support of one 
general measure, which shall command the confidence of a 
large majority of those concerned. And in the hope of see- 
ing it relieved from the embarrassments which at present sur- 
round it, your Committee respectfully ask of the Common 
Council, that the subject may be continued before them for 
their further advisement, and with an understanding, that 
they will report definitely thereon, as soon as practicable ;— 
and offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Street Committee be directed, further 
to consider the subject of widening John street, from Broad- 
way to Pearl street, and report finally thereon, as soon as 
practicable. 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 

DAVID HALSEY, 

GEORGE SUTTON, 
Street Committee. 


10 
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DOCUMENT NO. XI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


SEPTEMBER 23, 1833. 


The Committee on Police, Watch and Prisons, to whom was re- 
ferred the subject of procuring a proper House of Detention in 
the vicinity of the Park, presented the following Report, which 
was read, laid on the table, and directed to be printed for the 
use of the members. 

D. D. Witi1amson, Clerk pro tem. 


The Committee on Police, Watch and Prisons, to whom 
was referred the resolution to “ ascertain upon what terms a 
convenient House of Detention can be procured and properly. 
fitted up,” beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That they trust they have already proved, not only the pro- 
priety but the necessity, of a well regulated and sufficient 
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House of Detention. In addition to the arguments and con- 
siderations which were heretofore urged on this subject, the 
Committee have since ascertained that while the utility and 
importance of sucha house are acknowledged, out of New 
York there does not, at this time, exist in the world, an insti- 
tution of the kind; and the Committee cannot but express 
their. gratification, that our country and city should be the 
first to set an example of so laudable an improvement in be- 
half of those, who notwithstanding their errors, their vices 
and their crimes, are still our fellow beings. 

It now remains to fix upon a proper location for the 
establishment in question. 

In examining the various situations for this purpose, there 
is one, and but one, which combines in any tolerable degree, 
the different requisites which are necessary : that one is the 
Public School House; at the corner of Chatham street and 
Tryon Row. 

In the first place, this building is contiguous to the Police 
Office and the Court of Sessions, 80 that prisoners can be re- 
mitted or brought up, one by one, as may be required, with- 
out having recourse to the present expensive and inconvenient 
mode of transportation by carriages. 

In the next place, this situation is as remote from the great 
thoroughfare, Broadway, as the nature of the case will admit 
of. 

Thirdly, the building is so large, that by adding two stories 
to it, which the Committee propose should be done, there 
will be ample accommodation in the lower part, for all crimi- 
nals awaiting their trials ; and in the upper part for debtors, 
and a small hospital. Moreover, by having the roof flat, and 
if necessary, covered by an awning, a place for exercise will 
be obtained: the only one which can’ be procured near the 
seats of justice. 
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* Having mentioned the debtors who are in confinement, the 
Committee are obliged to call strongly upon the Board, for 
attention to their condition. At present these persons are 
confined as closely as felons, in apartments ill-ventilated, 
filthy and crowded : a state of things which should never be 
tolerated in this age and country. 

But to return to the proposed building.—The cost as will 
be seen from the annexed communication from the Board of 
Public Schools, is $26,500. This sum, though obviously much 
less than the building is intrinsically worth, may at first sight 
appear unreasonable, when it is recollected that the edifice 
in question was granted gratuitously, on a perpetual lease, 
by a former Corporation: but it must be remembered that 
the Board of Public Schools have no personal interest what- 
ever, in the matter, and that the fund, of which they are the 
guardians, will in fact suffer by the arrangement ; since it 
will take a greater sum to establish them equally well else- 
where. The true view, however, of the case, is this—the 
money will be used for the best of all possible purposes, the 
education of the poor. Even, however, if the property in 
question were conveyed to the Corporation without con- 
sideration, nothing would be gained. A new school house 
would be indispensably necessary, and the public would have 
to furnish the money for its erection. ‘The Corporation con- 
sequently will now merely do.in one form, for a highly im- 
portant purpose, what would have to be done in another, 
were it required, without that inducement. 

The cost of fitting up the building, agreeably to the esti- 
mate herewith annexed, will be $19,000. . That this sum, 
when added to the first. cost is large, the Committee must 
both admit and regret. But they beg it will be always re- 
collected, that the present condition of the debtors in Bride- 
well, of the prisoners at Bellevue, awaiting their trial, is 
‘a scandal to the city councils, and can no longer be borne. 
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Some mode of relief must consequently be adopted. The 
Committee submit the best, which after every inquiry, they 
have been able to devise. If any member*can point out a 
more eligible, and at the same time a more economical plan, 
it shall have the support of the Committee, and its author 
their thanks. But if this cannot be done, if nothing better 
can be suggested, it is hoped that every one will sustain what 
he ackowledges he cannot improve. 

On the whole, then, the Committee recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) that the 
sum of $26,500 be and the same is hereby appropriated, for 
procuring the school house at the corner of Chatham street 
and Tryon row ; and that the Comptroller draw his Warrant 
for that sum, in favor of the Board of Public Schools, upon 
their releasing to the Corporation their claim upon the said 
building. 

Resolved, ‘That the sum of $19,000 be appropriated for 
fitting up said building as a House of Detention for criminals, 
and of reception for debtors. 

WM. C. WALES, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
Cc. C. JACOBUS. 


Public School, No. 1, August 10, 1833. 


To the Committee of the Board of Assistants, relative to the pur- 


chase of Public School N’o. 1, of which J. A. Smith is Chair- 
man. 


As a Committee on’ behalf of the Board of Public Schools, 
to confer with you asa Committee on behalf of the Board 
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of Assistants, relative to the purchase by the Corporation of 
Public School No. 1, we are directed to say, that the Board 
of Public Schools have no desire to dispose of the building 
in question, which they have always found exceedingly con- 
venient on account of its locality, and ample accommoda- 
tions for their school, their own session room, and for the 
family of the teacher; but deeming it their duty, as well as 
it is their pleasure, to meet the views of the Common Coun- 
cil, so far as circumstances will permit, they have decided to 
offer the building and lease to the Corporation, for the sum 
of $26,500, delivery and payment to be made on the first day 
of May next. 

Although the property has greatly increased in value, and 
is worth much more than this amount to the Public School 
Society, which will have to expend a much greater sum for . 
a site and building in lieu of No. 1, as they must have at 
least one school in the lower part of the city, this amount 
has been fixed on as being the sum which appraisers appoint- 
ed in 1826, on the part of the Corporation and the Society, 
decided it would be right should be paid for the premises, if 
surrendered by the trustees. 

The trustees are very desirous the question should now be 
finally settled, as the state of uncertainty in which they have 
for several years been kept by repeated applications, formal 
and informal on the part of the Corporation, with respect to 
No. 1, has prevented them making those necessary altera- 
tions and repairs on the building, which it has needed, and 
which have now become absolutely essential. 

A copy of the award made by Elisha W. King, Peter A. 
Jay, Henry J. Wyckoff, and Asa Mann, the appraisers, is 
annexed. 

WILLIAM W. FOX, 
LINDLEY MURRAY, 
HIRAM KETCHUM. 
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(COPY AWARD.) 


The undersigned arbitrators, appointed as well on behalf 
of the Mayor, Aldermen and Gommonalty of the City of 
New York, as on behalf of the Trustees of the Public 
School Society of New York, to determine the value of the 
school house and lot No. 1, corner of Chatham street and 
Tryon Row, in the said city having examined the said premi- 
ses and the lease thereof, and duly considered the subject, do 
award and determine that in our opinion the terms specified 
in the said lease is worth the sum of Twenty-six Thousand, 
Five Hundred Dollars, which in the event of surrendering 
the said lease, ought to be paid by the Corporation to the 
lessees. 

Given under our hands, this 3d day of July, 1826. 

(Signed,) ASA MANN, 
HENRY J. WYCKOFF, 
PETER AUGUSTUS JAY, 
E. W. KING. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 7, 1833. 


Report of the Committee on Laws, &c. on the petition of Jacob 
Wyckoff. Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 





The Committee on Laws, &c., to whom was referred the 
account of Jacob Wyckoff, formerly Attorney to the Corpo- 
ration, beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That the said account consists of a number of charges, of 
the correctness of which it is impossible for the Committee 
to judge: they therefore recommend that the account be 
referred to the Comptroller, with power. 

While on the subject of this account, the attention of the 


Committee was necessarily called to the office cf the Attor- 
pf 
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ney for the Corporation ; and the result has been a strong 
conviction on their minds, that a change in the manner in 
which that office is conducted, should be effected. In making 
this remark, the Committee most positively disclaim any de- 
sign to censure any former, or the present incumbent. The 
evil is in the system, and not in the officer ; and the one re- 
quires correction at the hands of the Common Council, as 
much as would the other. That some corrective is required, 
the Committee will now proceed to show. 

It appears from a report from the Comptroller, that the 
Attorney for the Corporation received during the last year, 
the very large sum of $5,271 21. That this amount is alto- 
gether disproportioned to the services of that officer, and be- 
yond what other public functionaries receive, all will allow. 
And the reason why the public attention has not been here- 
tofore directed to the subject, is, that the money has been 
paid indirectly, and not directly ; the whole or very nearly 
ihe whole of the payments made for burying within the pre- 
sent prescribed limits, having been absorbed into and thus 
constituted a portion of this excessive remuneration. The 
cause of this absorption was this. It appears from another 
paper furnished by the Comptroller, that in one year seventy 
cases occurred, which proved to be, in technical language, 
“untenable.” _In all these cases, costs, including fees to the 
Attorney, were charged to the Corporation. There were 
besides, one hundred and four cases in the same year, in 
which judgments were rendered for the defendants, and 
here too, costs and fees were in the same manner paid by the 
public : so that as affairs.at present stand, whenever. the At- 
torney for the Corporation brings a suit, a matter in which 
he exercises his own discretion entirely, however the Cor- 
poration or individuals may fare, he at least is secure. In 
making this statement, the Committee wish it to be distinctly 
understood, that they prefer neither insinuation nor charge 
against any person whatsoever ; they merely exhibit the facts 
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of the case, and those facts they think clearly prove that the 
Attorney for the Corporation is placed in a situation in which 
no public officer ought to be put—namely to be. liable to the 
temptation of acting rather for his own advantage, than for 
the benefit of the public. 


Lastly, it appears from the third paper “hirnished by the 
Comptroller, that the emoluments of this office have gone 
on increasing in the following ratio. From 1821 to 1825, 
Mr. Ulshoeffer being in office, the average amount was 
$1,552 16. From 1825 to 1829, Mr. T. Phoenix received 
at the rate of $2,501 13 per annum. From 1829 to 1830 
Mr. L. Smith’s emoluments were at the rate of $2,533 88 
per annum. Mr. Wyckoff had $4,388 46, and Mr. Tall- 
madge was paid from 1831 to 1833, at the rate of $5,175 36. 
It thus appears that in twelve years the receipts of this office 
have much more than trebled, and if this ratio of increase 
be continued for a few more periods of twelve years, the re- 
ceivers will indeed be well provided is, but what is to be- 
come of the payers 4 : 


On the whole, then, the Committee are of opinion they 
have fully established the proposition with which they set 
out, “that some corrective is required” for the office of At- 
torney to the Corporation ; but what that corrective should 
be, has proved a matter of difficulty. To give a definite 
salary, would take away all inducement to diligence, and the 
system of fees in all cases, it has been found will not answer. 
The Committee have, after much consideration, determined 
to recommend a somewhat complex scheme, which, however, 
they believe will be found to answer perfectly in practice. 
The emoluments of the officer are to be derived entirely 
from fees, but his remuneration is not to exceed the rate of 
$2,000 per annum, and in cases where he fails, he is not to 
call upon the public to stand paymaster. All these points, 
the Committee have embodied in the following ordinance, 
the adoption of which they beg leave to recommend. 
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AN ORDINANCE 


To amend the * Law relative to suits, fines and penalties.” 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of 
New York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as 
follows : 


§ 1. That hereafter the Attorney of the Corporation shall 
pay into the City Treasury, the amount of every individual 
fine, penalty, forfeiture or composition of every kind what- 
soever, which he shall receive as Attorney aforesaid, first de- 
ducting his own fee, where any have legally accrued, and the 
other necessary legal expenses which may have attended the 
recovery of such particular fine, penalty or composition. 

§ 2. And itis further ordained, That from and after the 
passage of this ordinance, whenever the said Attorney of the 
Corporation shall fail in any suit, prosecution or other legal 
proceeding instituted by him, to recover and receive either 
any thing at all, or not enough, over and above the neces- 
sary legal charges, to pay his own fees, then he shall make 
no charge, nor be entitled to any compensation from the Cor- 
poration or public, for any services which he may have ren- 
dered in such cases of total or partial failure. 


§ 3. And it is further ordained, That the sum total of the 
emoluments of the said Attorney to the Corporation, for his 
official services, shall in no one year, or for a less period, ex- 
ceed the rate of $2,000 per annum ; and that any excess 
which may come into his hands, beyond that rate, for fees or 
any other receipts whatsoever, as Attorney aforesaid, shall be 
paid into the City Treasury. 

J. AUG. SMITH, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JAMES FERRIS. 
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’ DOCUMENT NO. XIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


OCTOBER 7, 1833. _ 


The following Communication from the Manhattan Company was 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Commitiee on Fire 


and Water. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Manuatran Company, 
October 4, 1833. 


To the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of 
New York: 


The Board of Directors of this Company have seen with 
great solicitude, the proceedings of your honorable body, on 
the subject of supplying the city with pure and wholesome 
water. It is doubtless well known to you, that for this object, 
in the year 1799, this company was incorporated, and great 
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privileges granted to enable them “to carry into effect their 
laudable undertaking ;” they have accordingly been unceas- — 
ing in their efforts, and have succeeded: and as the city in- 
creases, greater supplies will be required. 

It appears that subsequent to the act alluded to, the atten- 
tion of your honorable body was directed to the same object; 
for on the respective memorials of ‘‘the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty of the City of New York,” and “ the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the Manhattan Company,” an act was 
passed on the 25th of March, 1808, authorising the former 
“to acquire, take, and hold,” and the latter to “sell, assign, 
&c. all matters, things,” &c.; and “also, all their right to 
supply the said city with water,” as by reference to the said 
act will more fully appear. It is not known to this company, 
why the provisions of this act were not then carried into effect. 
It may be that the unsettled state of our foreign relations, re- 
quired at that time the almost undivided attention of the city 
government. What, however, may have then been the cause, 
the attainment of a supply of water for the city is now the 
subject of your deliberations. This company would not 
willingly interpose any obstacle to the accomplishment of 
this great object. It is obvious that in prosecuting the same 
work by both Corporations, there would be collisions : and to 
avoid this, and to give to your honorable body all the aid in 
their power, consistent with their paramount duty to their 
stockholders, the Board of Directors now offer to dispose of, 
as contemplated by the last mentioned act of the 25th of 
March, 1808, all the rights, property, &c. vested in them by 
the said acts of 1799 and 1808, according to the provisions 
thereof. And to assure your honorable body of the entire 
good faith in which this offer is made, the Board of Directors 
will submit to the arbitration of five or more respectable citi- 
zens, to be mutually appointed, or in any other equitable man- 
ner which may be mutually agreed upon, to determine what 
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compensation shall be received by this company for the trans- 
fer of their rights and property, in strict conformity to the acts 
alluded to. 
By order of the Board of Directors, 
ROBERT WHITE, 
Cashier M. C. 


Upon the reading of which, Mr. Allen offered the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) That the 
communication from the Manhattan Company be printed, and 
referred to the Committees on Fire and Water of both Boards, 
as a Joint Committee.—Adopted. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


NOVEMBER 4, 1833. 


Report of the Commissioners of School Money. Filed and 


ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Commmissioners of School Money for the City of 
New York, in obedience to the requisitions of the statutes, 


would 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That the balance in the Mechanics’ Bank to the credit of the 
Commissioners, for the year ending on the first of May, 1832, 
and after the distribution of that year, amounted to seven 
dollars and fifty-seven cents. 
That on the thirty-first day of May last, the sum of ten 
thousand, five hundred.and seventy-six dollars and fifty-six 
12 
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cents was passed at the bank, to the credit of the Commis- 
sioners, being the quota of the School Fund due from the 
State to this city and county for that year. 

That a deposit was on the same’ day made at the bank, to 
the credit of the Commissioners by the Corporation, of the 
sum of eighty-three thousand, seven hundred and twenty- 
seven dollars and fifty-six cents; forming a gross amount of 
ninety-four thousand, three hundred and eleven dollars, and 
sixty-nine cents, from which is to be deducted an expense 
account of one bundred and forty-seven dollars, and fifty- 
three cents, and the balance left from the appropriation for 
the Institution for the Blind, amounting to one hundred and 
two dollars and eighteen cents. 

That the Commissioners received from the Trustees of 
the Public School Society, their report of scholars attending 
the schools of said society, to the number of four thousand, 
five hundred and thirty-six ; and have paid the society at the 
rate of seventeen dollars and three cents each scholar, the 
sum of seventy-seven thousand, two hundred and forty-eight 
dollars and eight cents. 


That the Manumission Society received for five hundred 
and six scholars reported by them, at same rate per scholar, 
eight thousand, six hundred and seventeen dollars, and 
eighteen cents. 


That the Orphan Asylum Society at Greenwich, received 
for one hundred and forty scholars reported by them, the 
sum of two thousand, three hundred and eighty-four dollars, 
and twenty cents. 


That the Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum received for 
one hundred and fourteen scholars reported by them, one 
thousand, nine hundred and forty-one dollars, and forty-two 
cents. 


That the Trustees of the Institution for the Blind received 
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for four scholars reported by them, the sum of sixty-eight dol- 
lars and twelve cents. 


That the Trustees of the Yorkville School reported forty- 
nine scholars, and have received for them eight hundred and 
thirty-four dollars and forty-seven cents. 


That the Trustees of the Harlaem Schools reported 
eighty-one scholars, (part colored children,) and have re- 
ceived for ‘them, one thousand, three hundred and seventy- 
nine dollars and forty-three cents. 


That the Trustees of the Manhattanville School have re- 
ceived for fifty scholars reported by them, eight hundred and 
fifty-one dollars and fifty cents. 


That the Trustees of the Hamilton School, near Kings- 
bridge, received for nineteen scholars reported by them, three 
hundred and twenty-three dollars and fifty-seven cents. 


That the Mechanics’ Society have reported from their 
school, twenty-four scholars as gratuitously educated, and 
received for them, at the same rate, four hundred and eight 
dollars and seventy-two cents; which with the fractional 
balanee, as per recapitulation, forms the whole amount of 
distribution. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Balance, - - - - - - $ 7 57 
State Deposit, - - - - - 10,576 56 
City Equivalent, - - - - - 10,576 57 
City School Tax, - - - - - 73,150 99 


$94,311 69 
Deduct balance from appropriation for the 
Blind Institution, they having claimed for 





Doe. No. 14.] 92 


ten scholars, and but four having been 


allowed, - - - $102 18 
Deduct expenses of last year, 47 53 
‘ Balance reserved to meet ex- 
penses of coming year, - 100 00 249 71 
$94,061 98 
Public School Society, scholars, 4,536 a $17 03 ea $77,248 08 
Manumission, - - 506 8,617 18 
Greenwich Orphan Asylum, 140 2,384 20 
Catholic, pollorgsitecges’ aig 1,941 42 
Institution for the “Blind, . -— 4 68 12 
Yorkville School, - - 49 834 47 
Harlaem, Fis - - 81 1,379 43 
Manhattanville, - - 50 851 50 
Hamilton, - © - 19 323 57 
.Mechanics’ Society, - 24 408 72 
— Balance 329 
Scholars, 5,523 a $17 03 ea $94,061 98 
Stationary, and other expenses, & a 47 53 
Reservation for the same the coming year, 100 00 
Balance left from the appropriation to the 

Blind, from an error in their report, - 102 18 
$94,311 69 








Leaving a balance in the bank of two hundred and seven 
dollars and forty-seven cents. 


The Commissioners would express their satisfaction atid ge- 
neral approbation.of the situation and prospects of the public 
schools; and would notice, that notwithstanding the epidemic 
of last year caused a temporary abandonment of some 
schools, yet, as may be perceived by a comparison of the two 
reports, that of the present year exeeeds the former con- 
siderably. 
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And also that the views expressed in the report of the 
Public School Society, their purpose to extend the course 
of studies and elevate the general standard of instruction, the 
opening of evening schools, erection of new buildings and 
extension of their primary schools, meet with the approbation 
of the Commissioners, and in their opinion, will justify (if they 
should realize their anticipated completion,) the increased 
appropriation so liberally bestowed by the city councils. 

The Trustees of the Manumission Society not having com- 
pleted the arrangement with the Public School Society, con- 
templated in the last report, have continued their praise- 
worthy and zealous efforts to educate the colored population 
of the city, and their labors have been encouraged by increas- 
ing attendance and improvement. 

The school at Yorkville has been much improved since 
our last report, and promises greater usefulness, by a division 
of the scholars. 

The school at Harlaem supports its high character, and 
does great credit to the assiduous attention of its Trustees. 

The school at Manhattanville merits equal commendation, 
and for neatness, regularity, and attention, has few superiors. 

The Hamilton School has improved in its conveniences, 
but from the spare population of its district, cannot increase 
in numbers. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners would congratulate the 
Corporation, the Superintendent of Common Schools, and 
the public generally, in the gradual progress and improve- 
ment in the city, and would bear testimony to the diligence 
and attention of the Trustees of all the schools under their 


supervision. 
By order of the Board, 


WILLIAM THOMPSON, Chairman. 
Samuet N. Done, Secretary. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


NOVEMBER 28, 1833. 


Report of the majority of the Street and Finance Committees, on 
opening Nassau street. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk, 


—e 


The Joint Committee on Streets and Finance, to whom 
was referred a report from a Committee of the Board of Al- 
dermen, in favor of enlarging Nassau street from Wall to 
Spruce street, 


REPORT, 


That they have given the subject their serious consideration, 
and have endeavored to gain such information as would ena- 
ble them to arrive at correct conclusions. With this object 
the Committee instructed the Street Commissioner to select 
three gentlemen conversant with the subject of opening 
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streets, and who had frequently served as commissioners on 
such occasions; and to request them to examine the pro- 
posed plan for widening Nassau street ; to make a separate 
estimate of the land and buildings to be taken in order to 
effect the improvement ; and after ascertaining such valua- 
tion, to furnish the Committee with their opinion, founded 
on the best information within their reach ; whether the be- 
nefits that will acerue to the property of those who will be 
assessed for said improvement, will be equal to the cost of 
the same ;—or whether benefits can be found in the usual 
range of assessment in similar cases, to meet the expense. 

In accordance with this request, the Street Commissioner 
called on John Leonard, Peter Stagg, and Samuel Gilford, 
Esquires, who consented to make the aforesaid examination, 
and the Committee was furnished with the result on the 23d 
instant. : 

The amount at which the land, buildings, &c., are valued 
by these gentlemen, is $755,050. 

The lots of ground fronting on the west side of Nassau 
street, average 57 feet 2 inches in depth, and on the east 
side, when the widening shall be effected, only 22 feet 3 
inches in depth. The sum of one hundred dollars per foot 
on both sides of the whole line of Nassau street, from Wall 
to Spruce, is assumed as benefit, or $2,500, on every lot of 
25 feet front, and about 40 feet in depth, on an average of 
both sides of the street,—which amounts to $325,083 

The buildings are valued at $192,900, and 

allowing one-third to be paid by the city, it 


will amount to : ; : 64,300 
Making a total of benefits found ; $389,383 
And leaving benefits to be found, : 365,667 


Which two sums are the amount of cost 
_asabove, =. ° : : $755,050 
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The result arrived at by these gentlemen, is in the follow- 
ing words: ‘‘ We are therefore decidedly of opinion, that 
benefits cannot be found in the usual range of assessing in 
similar cases, to meet the expense.” For further particulars 
the Committee beg leave to refer the Board to the report of 
the gentlemen alluded to, hereunto annexed. 


A majority of the Committee bave arrived at the conclu- 
sion, after viewing the subject in all its bearings, that the 
project cannot be carried into effect, under the present act 
for opening and widening streets. Commissioners are au- 
thorised, under the aforesaid act, to extend their estimate and 
assessment to any lands and premises that they may deem to 
be benefited by the operation. This to be done however under 
their oath of office—faithfully and impartially to perform the 
trust and duty required of them. It is therefore imperative 
on the Commissioners, that the lands and premises, (not the 
persons or inhabitants) should in their unbiassed opinion, be 
benefited by the operation, before they can legally and under 
their oaths of office, extend the assessment to them. Here 
we have the united opinion of three gentlemen who have 
acted as Commissioners in numerous instances, that benefits 
cannot be found, if the assessment is to proceed upon the 
principle adopted in similar cases, to meet the expenses. 

. Thus circumstanced, the Committee are unable to perceive, 
how the project under consideration can be carried into effect, 
even with the strong powers delegated to the Common Coun- 
cil by the statute. 


The Committee are ready to admit, that avenues leading 
to the lower part of the city, of larger space than the present 
ones, would be a great convenience, and that if Nassau street 
was widened to sixty feet, it would add to the present con- 
venience of those who might use it, in proceeding to the 
lower part of the city. The same may be said however of 
William, Pearl and Water streets, on the east side of the 

13 
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city, and several other streets on the west. None of them 
however, in the opinion of the Committee, is of so great im- 
portance, as to induce the adoption of a measure, in opposi- 
tion to the unanimous remonstrance of every owner of pro- 
perty on the street to be opened, except some four or five, 
and of more than 150 of those likely to be assessed for the 
improvement ; and also in the face of the opinion of those 
well-informed and disinterested persons, that benefits cannot 
be found to meet the expense. 


The statute giving authority to open and enlarge streets, 
although necessary, and in most respects beneficial, never- 
theless, conveys power of the most arbitrary and despotic 
character to the Common Council, such as no government, 
where the rights of property are respected, possesses. It 
ought therefore, to be exercised discreetly and with a full 
conviction of its absolute necessity. 


But even this statute, in the opinion of the Committee, 
never contemplated a case like the present, nor has one ever 
existed, where every person supposed to be immediately 
benefited, except four, was opposed to the measure. It is 
worthy of consideration also, especially with those who deem 
the power conferred necessary when judiciously exercised, 
whether by pressing improvements injuriously, the power 
may not be curtailed at the solicitation of those conceiving 
themselves injured. 


In a financial point of view, it will be seen, that $64,300: 
must be paid from the Treasury for one-third of the value of 
the buildings. Are the members of this Board prepared to 
place this additional burthen on their constituents, or as has 
been suggested by some, that application be made to the 
Legislature, authorising the payment from the City Treasury, 
such sum, for which benefits cannot be found, amounting to 
two or three hundred thousand dollars more ? 
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This subject has been agitated since the 22d of July last, . 
when the reference was first made in the Board of Aldermen,” 
and much inconvenience having been experienced by those 
owning property on Nassau street, from the delay in coming 
to a decision, the Committee think it due to these citizens, 
that the question should now be decided. 

With the foregoing views on the matter, a majority of the 
Committee have concluded to offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Board non-concur with the Board of 
Aldermen in their resolution that Nassau street be widened 
from Wall to Spruce street, and that the Counsel take the 
necessary measures to carry the resolution into effect. 

STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 

GEORGE SUTTON, 
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Estimate of the Sizes of Lots fronting the Improvement from 
Wall street to Spruce street, as they now are on the north side 
of Nassau street. 


Nassau and Wall streets north side. Front. Deep. 





Anderson and Clark, 73 10 265 
Presbyterian Church, 23 5 50 
John T. Irving, yayetel lees) 
do. 24 6 8&6 
do. 24 8 86 
James L. Kip, 24 8 88 
Pine.—Thomas Wintringham, 23.3 69 4 
George Barclay, 23 4 70 
J. S. Schemerhorn, 23 4 —80 
Estate Dr. Tillery, a2 S88 
E. W. Morse, 23 § 2-389 
Estate Richard Varick, 21°11 88 
E. Holbrook, 23679 
Cedar.—Anthony Dey, 186 854 
S. L. Ogden, 31 0 3844 
William Slosson, 25 0 85 
New York Society Library, 30-0280 
Edward Shepherd, 25 0108 1 
Wm. Moore, (Kelly, lessee,) 25 0 84 
Wm. Moore, 30. 0 8&4 
Liberty.— Quackinbush, GliewWs, 21, 
J. Milderberger, 21 5 64 
do. 28 <0. 65:8 
Heirs of A. Brown, 16 9 80 
Wm. Merrill, 15 3 60 











101 


Henry Allen, 
Maiden Lane.—G. Beekman, 
J. Beekman, 
G. Beekman, 
do. 

Tl uink, 
John.—Estate Z. Voorhies, 
John Gatfield, 
Caleb Bartlett, 
Peter Sharpe, 
F. W. Steinbrenner, 
John W. Gilbert, 
E. DeGironcourt, 
Estate S. Nosworthy, 
Estate Thomas Hodgkinsons, 
Fulton.—Richard Riker, 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Ann.—James Conner, 
Joseph Kissam, 
Lee and Thompson. 
Mary Baldwin, 
New York Bible Society, 

do. 

Clinton Hall. 
Beekman.—Presbyterian Church, 
Presbyterian Society, 


1,791 64 4,054 6 


14 
44 
29 
28 
34 
25 
24 
25 
50 
44. 
100 
125 
78 


ey 
SOFC wW 
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N 


18 6 
25 
48 
49 
50 
50 
76 
73 
104 
106 
107 
108 6 
109 6 
0 So 
113 


pan 
oO 


FNOOOFH ON WNW 


it 


o-.0 OS 8 © 
rae 
S 
© 


8 502 
10 100 
1 0 


1791 06 4054 6 


1791 6=712 lots to 25f, ea. 
Church Property,—200 11—= 8 “ ie 


633 E 
The average depth of the 
above 712 lots is 57 ft.2in. 
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Lots 633 a 2,500 $159,166 66 
8 Church ground, . 2,500 00 
712 $161,666 66 
Wall street, south side. Front. Deep. 
Nassau.—United States, 1125 0. 3/66 
do. 10° 0: 76"6 
do. 75 10 68 
Pine.—Est. Jno. Gardner, (Love- 
joy, lessee,) 64..5 (6.5 
Oliver Halstead, Coen eer 
Cedar.—Reformed Dutch Church. 190 0 88 6 
Liberty.—Eliza Evertson, 71 5 
F. Marquand, ’ : 47 6 
Miles Hitchcock, 52 0 
Maiden-lane.—Benj. L. Swan, 20 6 
C. Judah, now B. L. Swan, : 22 6 
John P. Bessonett, 29° 5 19 
N. Caswell, 50 2 756 
E. Manley, 62 6 25 
John.—James Chesterman, 51 10 53 
do. 24 0 54 
do: 24 0 54 
W. G. Reynolds, 35 6 796 
Baptist Church, 50 4 826 
S. Randolph, 16 7 28 
do. 1G. 7 =38 
J. Thomas, ‘ 18 0 263 
J. Schieffelin, O57 26 
John Jones, 25. o- 26 
Fulton.—Reformed Dutch Church, 87 6 52 
ena do. 30 0 50 
Ann.—D. Fanshaw, 4) 2 
John Campbell, 37 8 596 
E. Holbrook, 18 9 58 
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Estate John Greenwood, 19 1 56 

Jacob Schieffelin, 19 O 55 

E. Holbrook, i359) 54 

— Weyman, 18 )1 53 

M. Habershaw, 18 11 52 

Peter Aymar, 40 71 | 45) om acs 
do. 380 5 46) the Law 
do. 838 7 46 {ian 

Beekman.—Peter Embury, 60 5 sueet 

P. Delaplaine, As) 
do ies dt 


Spruce.—American Tract Society, 79 4 24 


——— 


1795 7 1575 8 


1795 7=71 4-5 lots 25 feet. 
Church fronts— 240 4= 935 “ cs 


62 1-5 lots. 











aS average pay a of the above 
: 1-5 lots is 
Lots, 624 at $2,500, siss,hho 00 
Baptist “ 2 Church, 1,666 66 
Dutch “ 73 2,500 00 
71% $159,666 66 
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_ Estimate of Damages and Benefits on Nassau street widening 
Strom Wall to Spruce street. 








Nos,| Owners, Lessees. | Lessees. | Ground. | Buildings | Totals. 





1 |U.S.25 6 Wall, by 112 oe | 


sau. 
An Alley, 10 Nassau, by 30 
5 deep, 108,000 | 17,000 | 125,000 
2 |U. States, Pine-st 2411, by 
75 10, rear 305 by 76 on 
line cut. 

3  |Estate of John Gardner, 22 11 
by 22 10—645, Nassau, 8,000 25,000 | 10,000 43,000 

J. Lovejoy, lessee for 21 years 
from Ist May, 1833; rent 
$1500 per annum, and buil- 
dingsto be valued ; hasbeen 
offered $700 per an. profit- 
can now get $1000. 

N.B. The offer of $700 per 
ann. profit, oflered when | 
building was going up, 

4 |Oliver Halstead, 219, by 85 3, 








and 22 10 by 837, 25,000 5,400) 
Ditto Vaults in street, 800 
Lessees, 
J. Hall, 5Syrs. $1000 
Voorhes, 5 “ 2000 35,200 


Mumford,5 *“ 500}! 4,000 
Maxwell, 4“ 500 | : 
$4000 
5 |Reformed Dutch ae 
189 10 Nassau, wide. 2: 
6 Cedar. 21 Liberty. 66,500 | 10,000 76,500 
Ditto, 25 Vaults, $400 each 
6 |Eliza Evertson,12 1 Liberty 


eee 





71 deep, 137 rear. 715 
Nassau. 

gz |Alex. Kinnan, 9 on Liberty &| - 
rear,: 71 6average depth, 4,500 | 1,500 6,090 
7 |F.Marquand, 6 9 by 476 
Nassau; 11 4 by 48 2 7,500 | 2,500 10,000 


rear, 
Wm. Merrill, 8 11 Maiden- 
7% lane, 14 rear, 952 by 99. 11,000 1,000 12,000 
g |Miles Hitchcock, 166 cor. 
Maiden-lane, 52 deep on 17,500 5,000 22,500 

Nassau, 
Benjamin L, Swan, 26 6 Nas- 
sau ; 192 Maiden-lane, rear 
irregular, 17,000 | 3.000 20,000 


Carried over, 12,000 | 296,000 | 62,200 370,200 


14,000 | 6,000 20,000 




















Nos. 





Owners, Lessees. 
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21 


Amount brought over, 
Rich’d Mortimer, (a triangle,, 
Benjamin L. Swan, 226 Nas- 
sau 20 6 rear; cost $6750, 

John P. Bessonett, 29 5 Nas- 
sau, 20 6 on two sides and 
irregular, 

Edward Darrow, Lessee, 

N. Caswell and others, 53 2, 
Nassau, 517 tear; average 

_ depth 786. 

George Dummer, Lessee, 

E. Manley, 23 3 John-street, 
and 62 6 Nassau, 

James Chesterman, 24 John 

and 51 10 Nassau, 

James Chesterman, 24 deep 

and 24 Nassau, 

Ditto, ditto 

W. D. Reynolds, 24 deep 

and 35 6 Nassau, C, 

Towser, Lessee, 

Baptist Church, 24 deep and 

50 4 Nassau, 

S. Randolph, 24 deep, 16 7 

Nassau, 

Ditto, ditto 

J. Thomas’ estate, 24 by 18 

Nassau, 

J. Schieffelin, 24 deep and 25 

7 Nassau, 

John Jones, 243 deep, 253 

Nassau, 

Reformed Dutch Church, 87 

6 Nassau, 24 3 Fuiton. 

Ditto, 30 Nassau, 24 10 deep. 

D. Fanshaw 41 2, Nassau, 24 

6 deep, 

John Campbell, 37 8 Nassau, 

M. Campbell, Ann street, 

E. Holbrook 18 9 Nassau, 23 

6 deep. 

Estate of J. Greenwood, 19 

1 Nassau, 

Jacob Schieffelin, 19 Nassau, 

E. Holbrook, 18 9 do 

— Weymen 188 do 

M. Habershaw, 188 do 

Peter Aymar, 40 1 do 

— Greenwood, Lessee, 

— Pinkney ditto 

Peter Aymar, 35 5 Nassau, 

Ditto, 33 7 ditto 





21 Beekman street, Johnson 
& Green, Lessees, 





12,060 290,0UU 
4,000 


6,200 
ed 8,000 
11,000 

2,000 ; 
15,000 
13,000 


4,800 
4,800 


3,000 7,100 


10,000 


3,300 
3,300 


3,600 
6,000 
9,000 


17 000 
6,500 


9,000 
7,500 
500 





3,750 


3.800 
3,800 
3750 
3,750 
3.750 
8,500 
200 
200 
7,000 
11,000 
300 
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| Lecsdeh | Ground. [Buildings | Tothies! 


0%,~UU 
1,000 


800 
2,000. | 


3,000 


3,000 
14,000 


7,500 
7,500 


1,500 t 


4,000 


2,800 
2,300 


300 
4,500 
1,500 


6 000 
4,000 


1,000 
8,800 
309 
300 


3,000 
1500 





4,000 
4 000 
8,600 


6,000 
6,000 


5/u,20U0 


5,000 
7,000 


10,000 


16,750 


18,000 
27,000 
12.300 
12,300 
11,600 
14,000 


6,100 
6,100 


3,900 « 
10,500 
10,500 


23,000 
10,500 


10 000 
16,300 
500 


4,050 


4,100 
6,800 
5 250 
7.750 
7.750 

16,500 


400 
13,000 


| 17,300 


vend over, 18,450 | 494,700 © 171,300 | 684,450 
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Nos| Owners, Lessees. | Lessees. | Ground. | Buildings| Totals. 





Amount brought over, | 18,450 494.700 | 171,300 | 684,450 
37 |Peter Embury, 20 10 deep 70 | 


5 Nassau, 19,000 5,000 26,000 

38 |J. B. Taylor, Lessee, | 2,000 

39 |P. Delaplaine, 29 9 Nassau, | 
Ditto, 21 1 Nassau, | 

40 |American Tract Society 79 4 


5,800 | 1,200°| 7,000 
4,200 | 1,400 5,600 


16,000 | 14,000 , 30,000 

20,450 | 589,700 | 192,900 | 753,050 
Expenses, . . . 2,000 

Total, $755,050 


Nassau, 
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To the Joint Committee on Streets and Finance of the Board of 
Assistants. 


GenTLEMEN—In compliance with your resolution of the 
fifteenth inst. communicated to us by the Street Commis- 
sioner, we have examined the proposed plan for widening 
Nassau-street, with all the care and attention that the limited 
time we have had it before us would permit ; and respectfully 
beg leave to submit the following results of our examinations 
and calculations. 


The damages are estimated as follows : 


Ground, - . - $539,700 
Buildings,  - - - 192,900 
Lessees, - . - 20,450 
Exxpenses, = - - - 2,000 
$755,050 


To form an opinion “whether be- 
nefits can be found in the usual range 
of assessing in similar cases, to meet 
the expense,” we have had recourse 
to the map submitted to us, and find, 
that on the west side of Nassau street, 


from Spruce to Wall street, there is f, in, 

a line of fronts of 1,791 6 
From which deduct the property 

of the Presbyterian Church, 200 11 


1,590 7 
And on the easterly side of Nassau 


street, from Spruce to Wall street, 1,795 7 
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From which deduct the property 
of the Reformed Dutch Church, 190 
feet, and that of the Baptist Church, 
50 feet 4 inches. Total 240 4 
——-_ 1,555 3 


Assessed at one hundred dollars per foot, 3,145 10 





Two lots of the Baptist Church 
assessed at 4, $1,666 67; the Pres- 
byterian Church at $2,500; and the 
Reformed Dutch Church, at 1-3, 
$6,663 33, as stated on the other 
side, - - - - - - - $755,050 


Recapitulation of Benefits. 
3,145 ft. 10 in. on lines of Nassau 


street, at $100, $314,583 33 
The Presbyterian Church, 2,500 00 
The Baptist Church, 1,666 67 


The Dutch Reformed Church, 6,333 33 


325,083 


$429,967 
The value of the buildings which will 


be taken for the improvement, $192,900 
Amount whereof chargeable to the 
Corporation, if the Commissioners deem 
such charge equitable, is 1-3, or 64,300 
Deducting the charge to the Corporation, 64,300 
Leaving a deficit to be raised elsewhere, of $365,667 


In making the above estimate of the benefits to be derived 
from the contemplated widening of Nassaw street, we do not 
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wish to be understood as giving an opinion that the property 
in question would bear so heavy an assessment: we have 
merely stated the case in this practical way, that you might 
have the subject plainly before you. 

It will appear that the average depth of the lots on the 
westerly side of Nassau street, is fifty-seven feet two inches, 
and on the easterly side, twenty-two feet three inches. 


We are therefore decidedly of opinion, that benefits can- 
not be found in the usual range of assessing in similar cases, 
to meet the expenses. 

For further particulars of the valuations, &c. we beg leave 
to refer to the accompanying documents. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
JNO. LEONARD, 
PETER STAGG, 


SAML GILFORD, Jun. 
New York, November 23d, 1833. , 


P. S.—It will also be borne in mind, that the property be- 
longing to the American Bible Society, the Tract Society, 
and the Society Library, and also the property belonging to 
the Reformed Dutch Church, at the corner of Ann street, 
which is mostly used for church purposes, are included in the 
estimate, in the same manner as the property of individuals. 
It might be questioned whether this property (considering 
the purposes to which it is applied) would be benefited in an 
equal ratio with the property of individuals. 


JNO. LEONARD, 

PETER STAGG, 

SAM’L GILFORD, Jun. 
New York, November 23d, 1833. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XVI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


NOVEMBER 28, 1833. 


Report of the Street Committee, relative to the widening of Nas- 
sau street. ; 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, in relation to the subject of widen- 
ing Nassau street, from Wall street to Spruce street, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have given to this subject their most serious and 
deliberate attention ; and to this they have been the more in- 
cited, not only from the weight and magnitude of the subject 
itself, but also from the very great andabsorbing interest which,- 
it has produced amongst all classes of our fellow citizens. It 
is needless here to attempt a recapitulation of the causes 
which have elicited the powerful expression of feeling on this 
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subject, which pervades the community, or to spread before 
this Board, any of the motives which have led to the measure 
now contemplated. The subject is too engrossing, and has 
been too much the theme of discussion, to need any such ad- 
ventitious aid. The universally acknowledged necessity of 
additional avenues of communication between the upper and 
lower sections of the city, for the convenience and accom- 
modation of the tens of thousands whose daily avocations 
render it necessary for them to urge their way along the 
present crowded thoroughfares, affords the most pressing 
and powerful reasons in favor of the proposed measure of 
widening Nassau street. 

It is doubtless within the recollection of every member 
present, that during the first stages of this business, the 
Street Commissioner, by direction of the Street Committee 
of the Board of Aldermen, obtained an estimate of the loss 
and damage which it was supposed would be involved in 
taking the property required for widening this street. This 
was made by two persons, whose long experience as master 
builders, rendered them peculiarly fitted for such an estimate. 


The result of the examination made by them, showed the 
sum of about seven hundred thousand dollars as being re- 
quired for that purpose, and that Committee accordingly so 
reported. 

The owners of property who were adverse to the measure, 
alleged this estimate of the value of the property to be taken, 
as wholly insufficient, and averred that instead of seven hun- 
dred thousand dollars being required, it would be found, ina 
closer investigation, that a sum amounting to at least twelve 
hundred thousand dollars, would be requisite to allow a just 
and equitable indemnification to the owners and lessees of 
the lots and buildings which it was necessary to take in the 
contemplated widening of Nassau street, according to the 
new lines as proposed onthe map, and they accordingly em- 
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ployed three master-builders of established reputation, to 
make such valuation on their behalf. ‘This estimate when 
completed, was presented to your Committee, and instead of 
twelve hundred thousand dollars, exhibited the sum of five’ 
hundred and thirty-four thousand dollars, as being the amount 
required, thereby showing the mistaken views of the value of 
the property, which were entertained by the parties adverse 
to the measure. 


This was the state of the subject at the time it was opened~ 
for discussion, before the Street and Finance Committees of 
this Board, who, in order to obtain all the information and 
light of which the matter was susceptible, instructed the 
Street Commissioner to choose three persons who, from 
their experience, judgment and knowledge of the value of 
property, should be deemed well qualified to present an esti- 
mate of the amount of money required to carry into effect the 
contemplated alteration ; and also to give their views as to ~ 
the probable amount which could be reasonably raised within. 
the usual range of assessments. The persons so nominated 
by the Street Commissioner, were Mess’rs John Leonard, 
Peter Stagg, and Samuel Gilford. 


And the selection of these gentlemen, was doubtless as 
judicious as could have been made. 


The result of their labors shows the sum of seven hun- 
dred and fifty-five thousand dollars, as the value of the land 
and buildings (including the amount of various leasehold in- 
terests) which would be required for widening the street, 
from Wall street to Spruce street, thus substantially con- 
firming the estimate originally made by Mess’rs Tucker and 
Riley, and conclusively showing that the views of the parties 
who are opposed to the measure, as to the value of the pro-_ 
perty were vastly overrated. 


Without intending in the least degree to call in question 
15 
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the sound judgment or upright views of the three gentlemen 
before mentioned, as to the valuations made by them, it may 
very reasonably be inferred, they are altogether as high as 
could, under any circumstances be made. The very mate- 
“rial and laubable bias of the human mind in similar cases 
(when the property of an individual is to be taken from him, 
because the public interest requires it,) being to allow the 
utmost ratio of valuation, of which the subject is susceptible, 
and with all due respect, your Committee are led to believe, 
that in some instances, they are excessive : as for example, 
that portion of the property belonging to the United States, 
which is required for widening the street, being twenty-five 
feet six inches on Wall street, and sixteen feet six inches 
on Pine street, and one hundred and ninety-seven feet ten 
inches on Nassau street, with the buiidings thereon, is esti- 
mated at one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. So 
likewise, that part of the property on the opposite corner of 
Nassau and Pine streets, belonging to the estate of Gardner, 
required for the same purpose, being sixteen feet six inches 
on Pine street, about the same in the rear, and sixty-four 
feet five inches on Nassau street, with the buildings, is esti- 
mated at forty-three thousand dollars, the elements of this 
last valuation are for ground, twenty-five thousand dollars ; 
for building, ten thousand dollars, and for leasehold interest, 
eight thousand dollars: now this piece of land contains but 
one thousand and sixty-four square feet, which is at the rate 
of fifty-eight thousand seven hundred and forty dollars for a 
lot of twenty-five by one hundred feet. Again, the property 
of F. Marquand, on Nassau street, between Liberty street 
and Maiden Lane, being forty-seven feet six inches on Nas- 
sau street, six feet nine inches at the westerly end, and 
eleven feet four inches at the easterly end, and containing 
only four hundred and thirty square feet, about one-sixth 
part of a lot, is estimated without the building, at seven thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, being at the rate of forty-three 
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thousand six hundred and four dollars for a lot of two thou- 
sand five hundred square feet. The building on this last 
mentioned lot is valued at two thousand five hundred dollars, 
making ten thousand dollars for the whole. Again, the pro- 
perty of Eliza Evertson, on the corner of Liberty and Nas- 
sau streets, being twelve feet one inch on Liberty street, 
thirteen feet seven inches in the rear, and seventy one feet 
five inches on Nassau street, and containing nine hundred 
and sixteen square feet is valued at fourteen thousand dol- 
lars, being at the rate of thirty-eight thousand two hundred 
and nine dollars for a lot two thousand five hundred square 
feet, and six thousand dollars are allowed for the buildings, 
making twenty thousand dollars for the whole. So likewise 
the ground of the Reformed Dutch Chureh required for the 
street, being twenty-three feet six inches on Cedar street, 
twenty-one feet on Liberty street, and one hundred and 
ninety-nine feet ten inches on Nassau street, containing four 
thousand four hundred and forty-six square feet, considera- 
bly less than two lots, is valued at sixty-six thousand five 
hundred dollars, and ten thousand dollars is also allowed for 
the vaults, making seventy-six thousand five hundred dollars 
together. 

Your Committee here would beg leave to advert to the 
valuation made in respect to a portion of the same, properly 
belonging to the Dutch Reformed Church, in the late pro- 
ceedings for widening Cedar street; in which a piece of 
ground one hundred and eleven feet long, and nine feet three 
and a half inches wide, containing one thousand and thirty- 
one square feet, (nearly a fourth part of what would be re- 
quired for Nassau street,) was taken, and the allowance 
made to them was one thousand five hundred and sixty-eight 
dollars and eight cents, and against which estimate of value, 
they do not appear to have objected. This instance is only 
mentioned to show the excessive increase of value which the 
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\ property seems to have acquired, in the short time interven- 
* ing between the confirmation of that assessment and the pre- 
sent. - 
Having made up their estimate of loss and damage in the 
premises, the appraisers go on to show how much might be 
raised, by way of assessment, on the line of Nassau street 
alone, without having recourse to any imputed benefit, either 
on any of the intersecting streets, or on the extension of the 
line down Broad street, or upward along Chatham street ; 
and they assume as a ratio, the amount of one hundred dol- 
lars per foot, front, after deducting the amount of fronts ap- 
pertaining to the lands of the various churches respectively, 
by which they find the sum of three hundred and fourteen 
thousand five hundred and eighty-three dollars and thirty- 
three cents, and then proceed to assess the church lands at 
‘one-third of the rate at which the other property is assessed, 
and so charge the Baptist Church with one thousand six 
hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixty-seven cents, and the 
Dutch Reformed Church with six thousand three hundred 
and thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents ; and in the 
assessment on the Presbyterian Church, which has a front 
on Nassau street of two hundred and one feet, they charge 
the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars, being about 
one-eighth part of what the same quantity of front would be 
charged if it were private land. 


It will be recollected, that in the estimate of damage, the 
and of the church is valued at the same extreme high rate 
las if it were land belonging to individuals, and available for 
all the beneficial purposes, by buildings or otherwise, to 
which individuals may profitably apply their property : and 
your Committee must be permitted to say, that they cannot 
see any good reason why the assessment for benefit should 
not apply, in the same ratio, to the church lands, ag well as 
to the lands of private persons, since their allowance for 
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loss is founded on the same calculation. The impression 
appears to he generally received, that this difference arises 
by force of the statute, and that commissioners are compel- 
led by law, to assess church lands at this reduced rate only. 
The Committee have examined closely into this point, and 
are entirely satisfied that no suchlaw_exists. The com- 
missioners may, if they shall deem it right, assess church 
land in the same proportion as other lands, and as cases 
have already occurred (and in this special vicinity) in which 
the ground of churches has been sold by the church proprie- 
tors, and converted into building lots, and as the same may, 
and in all human probability will occur again, in repeated in- 
stances in the lower part of the city, your Committee would 
respectfully submit, whether equal and exact justice to all 
does not require that the quantum of benefit should not be 
made the measure of assessment: for, otherwise, ground 
which to-day belongs to the church, and is assessed at the re- 
duced rate of one-third only, may, to-morrow, be sold for 
building lots, and the owners reap all the benefit of improve-~ 
ments, to which they have contributed only the one-third 
part of what they would have been called upon to furnish 
had the transfer taken place before the making of the assess- 
ment. 


The appraisers now proceed to state the amount which 
may be charged against the City Corporation for one-third 
of the buildings, being sixty-four thousand. three hundred 
dollars, and which sum added to the previous assessments 
proposed to be made, still leaves a deficiency of three hundred 
and sixty-five thousand six hundred and sixty-seven dollars 
to be raised elsewhere, and then go on to express the opinion 
that this is impracticable. 

The sum of money, last mentioned is, beyond question, ~ 
very formidable ; and under ordinary circumstances, would 
appear to present difficulties hard to be subdued ; but the 
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/Committee are entirely convinced that the case under dis- 
( cussion, is of a singular character, and not to be judged by 
ordinary rules of practice. They fully believe that the bene- 
fits to be derived from this extension of the street, may 
with safety be said to extend far and wide, embracing all 
the property in Broad street, as far as the East River, and 
~progressing upwards along Chatham street into the eastern 
section of the city; a large number of the inhabitants of 
which have recently memorialised the Common Council in 
‘favor of the measure. A reference to former acts of com- 
missioners will show that instances have occurred in opening 
leading streets or avenues, which, from their location, must 
necessarily become great thoroughfares, and in which the 


<< have been extended a great distance from the 


actual termination of the street opened; as was the case 
with the Third Avenue, in which the assessments were ex- 
tended as far down the Bowery as Hester street, nearly a 


* mile below the southerly termination of the Avenue. And 


no good réason appears to your Committee why the same 
causes may not in this case produce the same results. 


Measures of a similar character, which have in years 
past been adopted by the Common Council, however they 
have been deprecated at the time, and have been deemed 
fraught with loss and ruin to the parties concerned, still have 
uniformly been attended with the greatest advantages to 
the owners of property. An acquaintance with the history 
of real estate in this city, furnishes the most decided and une- 
quivocal proof of the soundness and truth of this position ; 
and if the proposed measure in regard to Nassau street, be 
consummated, your Committee do most sincerely believe 
that Nassau street will shortly rival Pearl street in the value 
of its lots, and facilities for business, and which will also be 
realized in a great degree, on all the intersecting streets, and 
by this means justify its adoption. 








119 [Doc. No. 16. 


From a careful review of all the points which present 
themselves in regard to this subject, your Committee see no 
reason to doubt the prudence or correctness of the very 
decided vote by which it has passed the Board of Aldermen, 
and respectfully, but earnestly, recommend a concurrence 
therein. 


FRANCIS FICKETT, 
DAVID HALSEY. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XVII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 2, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Committee, on the subject of printing the 
Reports made to this Board by their Commitlees. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





Resolved, That all Reports of Committees, which contain a 
statement of facts, and the opinion of the Committee thereon, 
if adopted by this Board, shall be printed under the direction 
of the Clerk, and placed on the files of the members by the 


Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Offered by S. ALLEN. 





The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the an- 
nexed resolution, on the subject of printing the reports made 
to this Board by their Committees, 


REPORT, 


That 'they have ascertained from the printer to the Corpora- 
tion, that the printing of the reports will cost about $1 25 per 
16 
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4 


page, or from $1 25, to $10 for each report, including the 
usual number furnished. This will probably add $1,000 per 
year to the city expenditures ; the Committee think however, 
that the benefit to be derived will fully compensate for the 
expense. Instead of toiling through the minutes of the, 
Common Council in order to ascertain what_principle.may 
have been established on particular questions, a ready refer- 


ence may be made to any matter acted on, by applying to the 
printed volume. 


The Committee consider the Legislative acts of the Com- 
mon Council generally, of much more importance to the city, 
than those emanating originally from the Legislature of the 
State ; because, every Legislative act required by the city 
government, originates with the Common Council, and un- 
dergoes the scrutiny and consideration of their Committees, 
before it ‘is presented to the Legislature for sanction and 
enactment; and there scarce exists an instance, of the 
amendment or rejection of a Law petitioned for by the Cor- 
poration. The act is, in matter and substance therefore, 
an act of the Common Council approved by the Legislature. 
Now, the reasons offered by the Committee to which the 
propriety of applying for these acts have been referred, may 
be important in deciding any doubt that may be raised on 
their phraseology, and ought therefore be preserved in a 
printed form. The same may be said of reports, many of 
which, if printed, would tend, by the facts and reasons pro- 
duced for or against a measure, or principle, to satisfy those 
immediately interested, and prevent repeated and discordant 
legislation on the same subject, To those who come to the 
Common Council as new members, the publication would be 
a manual of much importance, as well for a book of refer- 
ence, as of precedent to avoid the wrong and adopt the right. 


For many years the same course was pursued by the Le- 
gislature of this State, as that now pursued by the two Boards 
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of Common Council,—namely to print only such reports and 
documents as were occasionally ordered by motion or reso- 
lution ; but it was found so difficult to keep correct files of 
the manuscript reports, anda reference to them was attended 
with so much labor and expense of time, that the plan has 
been abandoned, and now, they not only print the journal of 
both Houses, but every report of a Committee, even on un- 
important subjects, requiring neither facts or reasons to sus- » 
tain them. 


The resolution however, which was referred to your Com- 
mittee, only extends to such reports as contain a statement 
of facts with the opinion of the Committee thereon, and - 
not to mere reports of concurrence, the reasons for which, 
and in favor or against the measure proposed, are given by 
the Committee of the other Board, with which the subject 
originated. ips” 

The Committee are of opinion, from the best considera- 
tion they have been enabled to give the subject, that the re- 
solution ought to pass, and they accordingly recommend its 
passage to the favorable consideration of the Board. 
Respectfully submitted, 

STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH, 
J. AUG. SMITH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XVIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 2, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Committee, on the subject of purchasing 
Rutger’s Medical College for public purposes. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a report 
of a Committee of the Board of Aldermen, recommending 
the purchase of Rutger’s Medical College, in Duane-street, 
for public purposes ; and also a remonstrance against such 
purchase, by a number of the inhabitants and owners of 
property in that vicinity, 


REPORT, 


That the project of making the aforesaid purchase, originated 
in the Board of Health, on a resolution of that body, passed 
the first of July last, on the subject of providing some suita- 
ble place as a cholera hospital. 
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The resolution was referred to a Committee, who reported 
on the fifth of August following, in favor of purchasing 
Rutger’s Medical College, in Duane street, for sixteen thou- 
sand dollars, which report was adopted by the Board of 
Health, and a resolution passed, requesting the Common 
Council to effect the said purchase. 

On the ninth of September last, the subject was presented 
to the Board of Aldermen, and referred to the Finance 
Committee of that Board, and on the thirtieth of the same 
month, the said Committee reported in favor of the purchase, 
intimating that the building would answer “ either as a hospital 
or prison.” This report was laid on the table, and on the 
eleventh of November last, was called up, when it passed in 
the affirmative, seven in favor, and six against. 

The foregoing are the facts in the case, previous to the 
subject being brought before this Board, on the eighteenth of 
November last, and then referred to your Committee. 


The object of the Board of Health undoubtedly was to 
provide a place for a hospital, in the event of this city being 
again visited by the cholera: hut as the disease has not ap- 
peared, no necessity has existed for the effecting of the afore- 
said, purchase ; and therefore, so far as the views and inten- 
tions of the Board of Health are concerned, they have been 
fully realized by the non-appearance of the disease. 


The building, however, in the opinion of the Committee, 
is by no means suitable for the. purpose of a curative hospital. 
Its situation is on a forty feet street, compactly built upon, 
and densely populated. The college fills the whole of the 
lot in front on which it stands, and extends back sixty feet, 
leaving but fourteen feet in depth for the yard. 

This brief description of the site. of the establishment must 
satisfy the Board, as the Committee think, that it is by no 
means a proper location for a hospital, which. ought to be in 
an elevated and airy situation, and. where the buildings. and 
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population are few, or at some distance from the premises, 
in order that as little obstruction as circumstances will per- 
mit, may be opposed to a free circulation of the air, or the 
means of ventilating the apartments of the sick. 


As a debtors’ prison, if any such place can be wanted un- ° 


der our present insolvent and non-imprisonment acts, the 
same objection to the confined situation of the Medical Col- 
lege, will apply in that case, and with equal force as in the 
‘other. If men are to be immured within the four walls of a 
prison, for their inability to pay their debts, the least that we 
can do for them is to allow them the enjoyment of air and 
light, with the means of ventilation and cleanliness. 


To purchase this place as a House of Detention or Bride- 
well, after the expense so lately incurred in fitting the pres- 
ent place of confinement for that purpose, would be, in the 
opinion of the Committee, a waste of the public money upon 
an object not required for present use, and doubtful as to its 
future utility. 

The Committee are of opinion therefore, that the purchase 
ought not to be made, and accordingly offer the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That this Board non-concur with the Board of 
Aldermen in their resolution recommending the purchase of 
Rutgers’ Medical College for public purposes. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH, 
J. AUG. SMITH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 2, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Commiitee on the petition of Albert 


Ruggles. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


1 


The Finance Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Albert A. Ruggles, praying for the payment of ninety-one 
dollars, for injury to a wagon and horses, occasioned by the 
neglect of those employed in laying down the Corporation 


water pipes, 


REPORT, 


That the Committee have had a personal interview with the 

petitioner, together with Mr. Howe, the Commissioner of the 

Fire Department, under whose direction the water pipes are 

laid. The petitioner states, that on the tenth of April last, 
17 
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at about eight o’clock in the evening, and when there were 
no lamps lit in the street, he was precipitated with his horses 
and wagon into an excavation opposite the hospital in 
Broadway, made for the purpose of laying down the said 
water pipes. “That the horses were badly and seriously 
wounded, and the wagon and harness materially injured, 
for which he had to pay the owner, Mr. John Anderson, of 
whom he hired the same, the sum of ninety-one dollars; a 
voucher for which he has produced to the Committee, andis 
hereunto annexed. 


Mr. Howe stated that he was informed of the accident to 
Mr. Ruggles the next day, by Alderman Mandeville. ‘That 
he has used every precaution to guard against these occur- 
rences, and for that purpose, places lights over these excava- 
tions, in order that they may be avoided by travellers ; but 
that they are frequently removed by boys and others, which 
he supposes to be the fact in the case under consideration. 

The foregoing are the facts in the case, and on which the 
Committee are not disposed to comment ; but they presume 
it requires no reasoning to show the validity of the claim 
made by the petitioner, the Corporation being as strongly 
bound by the law of the land to redress an injury caused by 
the neglect or omission of their agents, as an individual is. 
The Committee therefore propose the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller draw his Warrant in favor 
of Albert A. Ruggles, for ninety-one dollars, in full, for da- 
mages sustained by him in consequence of an excavation in 
the street, made by order of the Commissioner of the Fire 
Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 


JOHN I. LABAGH, 
J. AUG. SMITH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 2, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Committee on the disposal of parts of the 
Warren and Southampton Roads. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee to whom was referred a commu- 
nication from the Street Commisioner, on the disposal of 
parts of the Warren and Southampton Roads to the execu- 
tors of the late John Hone, deceased, 


REPORT, 


That on the fifteenth of August last, the Common Council 
agreed to leave the valuation of such parts of the said roads 
as should join the land of the late John Hone, to be ap- 
praised by three persons, one to be appointed by the Com- 
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mon Council, one by the executors, and one by the two 
thus appointed. 

John Leonard was accordingly appointed on the part of 
the Corporation, John Aspinwall on the part of the execu- 
tors, and Henry Rankin as the umpire. It appears that on 
the fourth of November last, the said appraisers decided, 
after having heard the parties by their counsel, that the ex- 
ecutors should pay the Corporation $4,071 68, for the gores 
of land described in the arbitration bond, hereunto annexed. 
This sum, as the Committee are informed, is much less than 
the real value of the land, although ten per cent. was added 
by the appraisers to the actual costs and expenses incurred 
by the Corporation. 

By the act of April the 20th, 1818, the Corporation are 
bound to pay the damage, however great, which may be 
sustained by the owners or lessees of lands injured by the 
closing of any road, street, &c. This damage may in some 
cases, be much greater than the value of the land conveyed 
by. said act to the Corporation, and laying in the street or 
road so closed. It appears but just and equitable therefore, 
when, as in the present case, the land is worth more than the 
damage, that the Corporation should reap the benefit. The 
precedent having been established, however, in the case re- 
ferred to your Committee, of allowing the owner of the land 
fronting on a road thus closed, to pay the damage and ex- 
pense incurred by the Corporation, with an addition of ten 
per cent., the said Corporation conveying to such person the 
property so situated and so acquired by them, the Commit- 
tee have presumed the same rule will be expected to operate 
in future cases ; and in order to avoid the expense of carry- 
ing every subject which may arise under the closing of Fitz- 
roy, Warren and Southampton Roads, before appraisers, they 
propose for the consideration of the Board the following 

resolution 
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Resolved, That in all future cases (except those of John 
Jacob Astor and Peter Fleming, on which an appraiser has 
been appointed by the Common Council,) arising under the 
operation of closing the Fitzroy, Warren and Southampton 
roads, between the Corporation and the owners of land 
damaged by the operation, relative to the price to be paid by 
said owners for such parts of said roads to the centre thereof, 
as may be joining their land, the Street Commissioner be and 
is hereby authorised to settle with the said owners, or such 
of them as shall conclude to purchase parts of said road as 
aforesaid, between the date of the passage of this resolution, 
and the first day of May next, upon the same principle and 
terms as those fixed by the appraisers in the case of the ex- 
ecutors of the late John Hone deceased. 


Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 


JOHN I. LABAGH, 
J. AUG. SMITH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 16, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Committee on application in behalf of the 


Northern Dispensary. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred an appli- 
cation from the Northern Dispensary for aid, together with a 
report of a Committee of the Board of Aldermen, in favor of 
granting said institution $400, half for the use of the vaccine 
department, and half towards their ordinary expenses, 


REPORT, 


That the institution alluded to is of recent origin; and as the 
petition is confined to a mere application for aid, the Com- 
mittee have no data upon which to form a judgment of the 
beneficial results of its operations. 
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The New York Dispensary was the first of the kind esta- 
blished in this city, and has long been patronised by the Com- 
mon Council ; and from the operations of that institution, as 
set forth in their reports, the Committee are satisfied of its va- 
lue and general utility; particularly in its vaccine depart- 
ment, which has tended to prevent the spread, among a por- 
tion of our population, of that loathsome disease, the small 
pox. _ 

The Committee have no reason to doubt the utility of the 
Northern Dispensary ; but it is their opinion, that while the 
Common Council are patronizing its operations by annual 
donations, they ought to be made acquainted with its con- 
cerns, so far at least, as relates to the disbursement of the 
funds with which the institution is supplied from the City 
Treasury. 

The New York Dispensary has been allowed $600 per 
annum towards the expense of the vaccine department, and 
$500 annually towards the ordinary expenses of the Institu- 
tion. In applying for the first of these sums, they are bound 
to lay before the Common Council an account of the number 
of males and females vaccinated during the year, designating 
the number vaccinated at their own dwellings, and those vac- 
cinated at the office of the institution. In applying for the 
second of these sums, a statement of the annual receipts and 
expenditures of the Institution ought to be laid before the 
Common Council, in order that they may be enabled to form 

some judgment whether the money appropriated has been 
beneficially expended or not. ‘To effect this object with both 
institutions, the Committee propose the following resolutions ; 

Resolved, That this Board concur with the Board of Alder- 
men, in their resolution appropriating four hundred dollars to 
the use of the Northern Dispensary, upon the following con- 
ditions,-—viz : That before the Comotroller shall issue his 
Warrant for the said sum, the Trustees of said Dispensary 
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shall furnish him with a statement, showing the number vac- 
cinated by the said institution during the year; and alsoa 
statement, by way of account current, showing the receipts 
and disbursements of the institution for the year; which 
statements, or a copy thereof, it shall be the duty of the 
Comptroller to lay before both Boards of the Common Coun- 
cil at their next meeting after the receipt of the same. 
Resolved, That hereafter, no grant of a donation shall be 
made to the vaccine department of the New York Dispen- 
sary or to the vaccine department of the Northern Dispen- 
sary, until they shall furnish the Common Council with a 
statement of the number of males and females vaccinated 
during the year, designating those vaccinated at their dwell- 
ings and those vaccinated at the office of the respective insti- 
tutions, with such remarks as may be deemed proper ; and 
no grant of a donation shall be made towards the ordinary 
expenses of said institutions, until they shall respectively lay 
before the Common Council an account of their receipts and 
expenditures for the year. 
Respectfully submitted, 

STEPHEN ALLEN, 

JOHN I. LABAGH, 

J. AUG. SMITH. 


Communication from the Comptroller, with statements from the 
Northern Dispensary. 


In performance of the duty enjoined on him by the resolu- 
tion of the Common Council, (a copy of which accompanies 
this communication, ) 

The Comptroller now lays before the Board of Assistants, 
the statements required from the Trustees of the Northern 


18 
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Dispensary: on the receipt of which, and pursuant to the 
directions of the said resolution, he issued a Warrant in favor 
of John De Lamater, Treasurer of the Northern Dispensary, 


for the sum of four hundred dollars, under date of the 9th 
December instant. 


Respectfully submitted, by 


T. J. WATERS, 


Comptroller. 
New York, December 16, 1833. 
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Dr. Northern Dispensaryin Account with John De Lamater, Treasurer. Cr. 
April 1,.1832. April 1, 1832. 
To Cash paid Physicians for extra services, $100 00 By Cash received from Board 

& “© Uriah Turner, Apothecary, - 450 00 of Health, - - - $250 00 
ce Uriah Turner, sundry expenses, 45 28) Feb. 17,1832. “ Corporation of the city, 200 00 
te “~ B. C. Brown, for printing, - 46530; “s G “© John Mason, Esq. donation, ° 50 00 
a “Fuel, - <5 Re 4080G} ss “© Collection in St. Luke’s 
et tf Cleaning and Weilevashine, - 13 50 Church, - .  - . 42 65 
ce “ William J. Roome, for painting, 35 50) es ‘© Subscribers, - - 278 90 
ee “Austin E, Webb, Ass’t Apothecary, 50 00) April1, 1832, In Treasurer’s hands, - 830 64 
«© Peter Ammerman, for groceries, 31°99) April'l, 4883, Defieit,=-2°-' @ ' 4 483 46 
* Thomas Ewbank, repairing pump, 2 50 
GC «© A. Simmons for case of drawers, 8 25 
& “Globe Insurance Company, - 13 50 
* George Tieman, for instruments, 9 12 
fe © N, B. Holmes for stationery, = 726 
cf “ Clark & Co. for medicine, - 490 90 
& “Altering 2d story of ulleng and 

fixtures, - - 292 87 
ue “ee Advertising; eas o- = = 3 22 

$1,635 65 $1,635 65 


Respectfully submitted, 


To the Honorable the Corporation of the City of New York. 


JOHN DE LAMATER, Treasurer. 
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Extract from the Sixth Annual Report of the Northern 


Dispensary. 


The whole number of patients admitted to the benefit of 
the Dispensary during the year ending April Ist, 1833, is 


three thousand two hundred. 


Of these there have been Cured, - - = 


3 6c “ce “ Relieved,  - FE = 

ce o: sc “-Incurable, - = 3 

ce ce ce ce Died, a a 3 
For various causes discharged, - - - - 
Sent to Alms House and Hospital, - - - 
Result unknown,  - = - < . “ 
Vaccinated, - - a = a = 


Cholera, Diarrhoea, Bowel complaint &c. during i 
the prevalence of the Cholera, 


Making a total of 3,200 


Of the above, there were Females, - = = 
ce ce 6e Males, = ca = 


Of the Vaccine patients, there were born in New 
York, 


In other places, . a 5 


Of other patients, there were born in New York, 
In New Jersey, = - 


Pennsylvania, - « a Z 2 ‘ 
Delaware, = 5 C 5 2 % a 
Maryland, - - - - - FS 3 
Virginia, - - - - 6 ee 


1,566 
97 

3 

18 

10 

av 

96 
131 


1,252 





——EE— 
1,664 
1,536 


103 


28 
853 
55 
23 
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South Carolina, - - . = x z 1 
Connecticut, - - ~o oe « : 92 
Massachusetts, - - - & = 16 
Vermont, - = = - = a a i 
Rhode Island, - s = - E - 6 
Maine, - - - = a ~ & 1 
Ireland, - - 3 re . A =. £,639 
England, - - - e = : af 292 
Scotland, - _ : - s © is 167 
Wales, - - - - - iy : 3A 
France, - - a = 5 P x 6 
Germany, - - = = S z 2 15 
Prussia, - : s : e is z 1 
Africa, - s 2 2 A 2 : 1 
Canada, - * 4 a . = a 8 
Nova Scotia, - - - - = - i 1 

1 


West Indies, - - - - - - s 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 30, 1833. 


Report of the Finance Committee, on the petition of Patrick Mo- 
ran, for additional aid in repairing his house in the Third 
Avenue. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a report 
from a Committee of the Board of Aldermen, on the peti- 
tion of Patrick Moran, for additional aid in repairing his 
house in the Third Avenue, 


REPORT, 


That by the papers referred to your Committee, it appears, 
that the petitioner founds his claim for relief, on the fact that 
in regulating the Third Avenue, his house was left at some 
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distance above the level of the street ; and in blasting rocks 
it was more or less injured. 


In October, 1831, he presented a petition to the Board of 
Aldermen, claiming an amount sufficient to make good the 
damage done his property by the aforesaid operations. This 
was referred to the Committee on Streets, who reported, that 
he had no legal or equitable claim for damage ; but, that his 
situation may entitle him to assistance as an act of charity, 
and they propose therefore, that his petition be referred to 
the Committee on Charity and Alms House, which was ac- 
cordingly done. 


In December, 1831, the Committee reported, that taking 
into consideration the petitioner’s misfortune in being depriv- 
ed of sight, and having a large and helpless family dependent 
on him, they recommend that he be paid the sum of $300, 
which was adopted by both Boards. 


In October, 1824, he presented a petition to the Board of 
Assistants, stating that the amount voted him in 1831, was 
insufficient to put his house in repair, and praying for further 
relief. This petition was referred to a special Committee, 
who reported a resolution, that the Committee on Charity 
and Alms House cause the sum of $350 to be expended on 
the house of Patrick Moran, onthe Third Avenue, in repairs. 
Which resolution was adopted by the Board of Assistants. 

In the Board of Aldermen, this report and resolution was 
referred to the Finance Committee. In January, 1833, this 
Committee reported very fully on the subject. That they 
are unable to agree in the view taken by the Board of As- 
sistants. That Mr. Moran being blind, cannot be a reason 
for indemnifying him for damages not attributable to the 
acts of the Corporation or its officers.) The Committee 
deny that the petitioner was misled by information from the 
Street Commissioner, as to the grade of the Avenue, when 
he built his house. They insist that he has no legal claim, 
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and although he may be a sufferer by cutting down the 
avenue, no such evidence of his poverty had been laid be- 
fore the Committee, as to induce them to think he was an 
object of public munificence beyond what he had already 
received. They therefore recommend, a rejection of the 
resolution passed by the Board of Assistants—which was 
adopted. 


It appears, a Committee of Conference was requested by 
the Board of Assistants, on the disagreement between the 
two Boards, which Committee was accordingly ordered. A 
majority of this Committee reported on the fourth of Feb- 
ruary, 1833. They state, that the petitioner, in a former 
petition, asked for the sum of $500, which was thought and 
admitted by him, sufficient to lower his house and enable 
him to commence his business ; they therefore recommend 
that the Comptroller draw his Warrant in favor of ‘the peti- 
tioner for $200, which report was adopted by both Boards. 


The petition now under consideration by your Committee, 
was presented to the Board of Aldermen on the 9th of Sep- 
tember last, and referred to the Finance Committee, who 
reported on the 30th of that month, that in their opinion, the 
reference ought to be made to the Committee on Charity, 
and offered a resolution to that effect, which was adopted. 


This Committee reported on the 9th of December instant. 
The Committee go into a detailed account of the petitioner’s 
case ; that he lost his sight by the blasting of rock in a well, 
that in regulating the Third Avenue, his house was obliged 
to be lowered from ten to fifteen feet ; that he has received 
$500 from the Corporation, but this sum is not sufficient 
to complete the repairs of his house ; that they requested the 
Superintendent of Building to examine the premises, and report 
the sum required to put them in repair, and that he reports 
$398. They are therefore of opinion, that the petitioner is 

ge 
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a subject of charity, and recommend that the Comptroller 
draw his Warrant for $300, in favor of the petitioner. 


Your Committee have consulted the Superintendent of 
Building on the subject of the aforesaid estimate. He stated 
that he did not confine his estimate to the damage sustained 
by the digging down of the avenue and the blasting of rock, 
but included every thing which the petitioner pointed out to 
him, such as finishing a basement story to the house, when 
originally, the building had no such story. In order there~ 
fore, that a true account of the damage might be obtained, 
the Superintendent was requested to select some capable 
mason, and again repair to the building belonging to the 
petitioner, and estimate the damage done the premises by 
digging down the Third Avenue, and by the blasting of rocks 
in that vicinity. His report is as follows, and is hereunto 
annexed. 


Srr.—Agreeably to your request, I have, with a mason, 
estimated the expense of the damage done to Mr. Moran’s 
house on the Third Avenue and by blasting of rocks. 


Front and back stoops, , ‘ , $26 00 
Plank boards, &c. : : ‘ , 13 00 
Nails, . : ‘ F 9 00 
Carpenter’s work, joist, &c... é : 31 00 
‘Mason work at house, i : 5 90 00 
Cost of cellar walls, and time, : : 168 00 
Lowering the house, . ; : : 80 00 
$417 00 


ToS. Allen, Esq. ; 


Dec. 20, 1833. Jacoz P. Rooms, Supt. of Building. 


Thus it appears, the petitioner has already received from 
the City Treasury, eighty-three dollars, more than the whole 
amount of damage he has sustained by the grading of the 
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Third Avenue, and the blasting of rocks in the vicinity of his 
premises. 

Your Committee are unable to perceive any reason what- 
ever, for bestowing five hundred dollars of the public money 
upon a person circumstanced as was, and is, the petitioner. 
It is admitted by all the reports cited on the subject, that 
legally, he has no claim. Instead of claim on the Corpora- 
tion, consequent on the regulating of the avenue in front of 
his property, if justice had been done the public, he and 
others owning property on that avenue, would have been 
assessed for the expense of such regulation, which has uni- 
formly been the case in regulating the streets in other sec- 
tions of the city. ‘There cannot be a doubt therefore, in the 
opinion of the Committee, that the property of the petitioner 
has been benefited by the operation, far above any injury he 
has received, and still he has been paid $83 more than the 
sum required to place his house in as good a condition as it 
was before the regulating of the street was effected. The 
Committee of the Board of Aldermen however, do not con- 
sider this sufficient, and accordingly, recommend an addi- 
tional sum to be paid him of $300, because they believe the 
petitioner is a subject of charity. 

Your Committee are not insensible to the calls of charity, 
and think they feel disposed to afford relief to the needy as 
readily as others do. It is the opinion of your Committee 
however, in order that the public beneficence may be pro- 
perly and judiciously directed, that it should be distributed by 
those selected and appointed for the purpose, whose special 
duty it is made to examine into the circumstances of the poor 
and needy, and to grant them such relief as the necessity of 
their respective cases may require. 

The Committee cannot admit however, that the petitioner 
ig an object requiring the public bounty, either through the 
intervention of this Board, or the Commissioners of the Alms 
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House. The real estate of the petitioner is presumed to be 
worth several thousand dollars, and so long as he is the pos- 
sessor of this estate, he cannot be an object of charity, nor 
is his situation such as entitles him to any portion of the 
money assessed on our constituents for the support of the 
poor. 


Your Committee deem it inexpedient therefore to adopt 
the report of the Board of Aldermen, and recommend the 
following resolution : 


Resolved, That this Board do not concur with the Board 
of Aldermen in their resolution directing the Comptroller to 
draw his Warrant on the Treasurer for $300 in favor of 
Patrick Moran. 


Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


DECEMBER 30, 1833. 


Additional Report of the Street Committee on the subject of 
widening Chapel Street. _ 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk, 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred back the 
subject of widening Chapel street, from near Leonard street 
to College Place, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have again had the subject under consideration, 
and have had the parties opposed to the measure before 
them, and patiently heard them, to the end that the Com- 
mittee might have the whole facts before them, and it does 
appear that of the fronts required to be taken for the widen- 
ing of said street, from near Leonard street to Reade street, 





— 
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comprising on both sides, a front of one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-two feet two inches; that the owners and 
lessees of one thousand four hundred and fifty-five feet four 
inches, oppose the measure, a result very different from that 
entertained by your Committee heretofore, and such as has 
caused them to be of an opinion that the widening on the 
one side would unite the interest of the parties, so that the 
measure might be carried into effect, and prove satisfactory 
to all concerned. ‘ 


But your Committee feeling as they do, the weight of 
responsibility which rests upon them, in reporting upon this 
great and costly improvement, it has caused them to labor 
incessantly, through their Chairman, for a number of days, 
in making repeated examinations of the condition of the 
street and buildings in question, with an earnest desire to 
arrive at a correct conclusion under all the circumstances of 
the case, and from their own view, they had entertained the 
opinion that all the opposition to the measure was not real, 
but intended to have its effect with the Commissioners, in 
the event of the improvement going into effect, and the fact 
has been clearly demonstrated: in this instance we find a 
gentleman of the first respectability opposing this improve- 
ment, while it was pending before the Board of Aldermen, 
and finding there were doubts of its passing this Board, 
owing to his, with the objection of others to the measure, he 
appears before the Committee, and states that although his 
property would be taken in the event of widening the street, 
he nevertheless is of opinion that the improvement would be 
a good one, and that it should be carried into effect: he had 
opposed it heretofore because he was informed he must make 
a great noise if he intended to get paid for his property. 


This gentleman now withdraws his opposition, and hopes 
the improvement may be carried into effect. 


As to the owners on the line to be taken from Reade to 
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Murray street, the most valuable part of the property, there 
appears to be no very important objection. 


The Committee are entirely satisfied from repeated in- 
vestigations, made by their Chairman, and consulting with 
those who have opposed the measure, that they, the remon- 
strants, are fearful they have opposed the improvement too \ 
strenuously for their own interest, and there is no doubt in 
the minds of your Committee, but that they have a secret ~ 
desire to have the street widened on both sides. 


It is to be expected of persons about to have their property\ 
taken for public use, that they will at least make a show of 
opposition, for the purpose of exciting the sympathy of the 
Commissioners ; a course, in the opinion of your Committee, 
perfectly natural, and no doubt has the desired effect; and 
the Committee hope the day is far distant when an individual 
shall have his property taken for public use, without a full 
and sufficient indemnification. ial} 


It appears from past experience, that widening and ex- 
tending streets in the heart of the city, have uniformly been 
a source of profit to all concerned, by the increased value of 
their lots. In a public point of view there is no doubt it has 
its influence in sustaining the Treasury rather than to depress—» 
it. 

When an important measure like the one under considera- 
tion is carried into effect, the old and decayed buildings 
come down and elegant buildings are erected in their place 
on the street, and thereby increase the taxable property in 
a few years sufficiently to reimburse the Treasury for the 
amount the public have been called upon to contribute, to 
effect such improvement, and certainly, in a moral point of 
view, it is very evident that the widening of the street in 
question, would have a very desirable influence in cleansing 
the neighborhood, and removing the nuisances that are now 
permitted to remain. 
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The question may arise, where are the poor to go? They 
must be provided for somewhere ; and in the opinion of the 
Committee, the question may be answered—go where they 

®may, they cannot do worse. While on this subject, they 

beg leave to volunteer an opinion as to the duties of the pub- 

lic authorities : the poor, honest and industrious class of our 

fellow citizens, are justly considered the bone and sinew of 
the nation, and they look up to the authorities for, and ought 

to receive their protection from the iron grasp of their unfeel- 

ing landlords, whose thirst for gain induces them to erect 

shanties, nearly covering their whole lot, and stowing from. 
forty to fifty human beings, together, thereby endangering 

their lives and the health of the neighborhood: and when 
the fell destroyer appears, as was the case in the summer of 
1832, (long to be remembered by all who witnessed its ef- 
fects,) these magnanimous landlords flee from the scene of 
distress, and leave the city authorities to grapple with disease 
and death, and witness the sufferings of their fellow crea- 
tures, in many instances truly heart rending beyond de- 
scription. Your Committee are aware that they are digress- 
ing from the subject under consideration; but they feel 
confident that this is the proper time to move in this humane 
cause, by endeavoring to better the condition of the poor, 
by preventing their being stowed into wet cellars, and open 
garrets by the dozen, as is now the case in different parts of 
the city. 

The Committee here beg leave to add, that in their opinion, 
the street should be widened on both sides, and when the new 
buildings go up, they should be constructed with a view of 
raising the street, which, in the opinion of the Committee, 
must necessarily follow the widening, or the improvement 
would not be complete. 


With these views, the Committee unite in opinion, and 
earnestly recommend a concurrence with the Board of Al- 
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dermen, in their report and resolution, on the widening of 

Chapel street, from near Leonard street to Murray street. 
FRANCIS FICKETT, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
DAVID HALSEY. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS, 


DECEMBER, 30, 1833. 


Report of the Committee on Arts and Sciences, relative to Public 


Schools. ; 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Arts and Sciences, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution to inquire “‘ whether any mode could 
be adopted to induce a greater number of pupils to attend 
the public schools,” conferred at length with the trustees of 
the public schools in relation thereto, and beg leave to re- 
port the following as the result of their inquiries. 

In a report of the Commissioners of School Money, it is 
stated that the trustees of public schools had reported but 
four thousand five hundred and thirty-six pupils; and that 
there had been paid therefor, the sum of seventeen dollars 
and three cents each, amounting to seventy-seven thousand 
two hundred and forty-eight dollars and eight cents; thus 


Doc. No. 24.] 156 


conveying the idea to those unacquainted with the principle 
on which the Commissioners made that report, that there 
must have been an extravagant expenditure of the public 
money. On further inquiry, your Committee are enabled 
to state, that the law requires that the Commissioners include 
in their annual report, all the subject matter embraced in the 
several reports received by them from the societies or schools 
participating in the common school monies; and that this 
inadvertent omission to do so has occasioned the present er- 
roneous impression. 

In the report to the School Commissioners, made by the 
Public School Society, of the number of children taught in 
their schools, from May, 1832, to May, 1833, of legal age, 
it was stated that the total number taught was nine thou- 
sand and eighty-one, and that this number did not include 
four hundred and twenty-eight under four years of age ; that 
the number of children on the register of the schools on the 
first of May, 1833, was seven thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-six: that the average attending scholars, between 
four and sixteen years of age, obtained in the manner pre- 
scribed by law, was four thousand five hundred and thirty- 
six; but that the prevalence of cholera had lessened the 
number to a considerable extent, and that the use of the 
prescribed division of five hundred, instead of the actual 
number of school cessions, made a difference of one thou- 
sand one hundred and ten, as the actual average attendance 
was five thousand six hundred and forty-six. - 


To illustrate the principle on which the report alluded to 
was made.—If a school has three hundred pupils, and there 
are but two hundred average attendants, two hundred’ only 
would be entitled to. draw on the school fund, while three 
hundred scholars receive instruction. The trustees further 
state that of the amount of monies received by them the past 
year, seventeen thousand dollars was paid on account of the 
debt due from the society ; fourteen thousand dollars for lots ; 
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twelve thousand three hundred and seventy-five dollars for 
new buildings, and four thousand two hundred and eighty- 
nine dollars for preparing rooms for primary schools, in- 
terest, &c. All of which sums do not belong to the common 
annual expense for instructing the children, as is made to 
appear in the report alluded to. The actual amount for in- 
struction only, instead of being seventeen dollars and three 
cents per scholar, is but about four dollars per annum per 
scholar. The following was the number of children belong- 
ing to the public schools, on the first of November, 1883 : 





On Register of 13 boys’ school, 8285 
13 girls“ 2400 
6 primary departments, 2313 boys & girls. 
14 “ — schools, 1496 “ se 
4Aevening “ 702 males. 
10,196 


Subsequent opening of No. 14, (this 
amt. has been probably increased, ) 500 





Total number of scholars receiving in- 
struction, and of which about 70-100 
are in daily attendance, 10,696 
Your Committee, in conclusion report, that the desirable 
object embraced in the resolution “to increase the number 
of scholars in the public schools,” has long since received 
the attention of the trustees, and that experiments are now 
making in some of the smaller primary schools, to test the 
principle of making the salary of the teacher depend in part 
on the number of the pupils. The objects of the resolution 
having been anticipated by the trustees, your Committee beg 
leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 
MORGAN L. SMITH, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
E. H. WARNER, 


i fice leper 


, sess 


a Won 





159 


DOCUMENT NO. XXV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 6, 1834. 


Resolutions of the Finance Committees of both Boards, as a 
Committee of Conference. Ordered to be printed. 
Joan W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


Resolved, 'That hereafter in all cases of delinquency in the 
payment of any assessment for work done under any contract 
made by any contractor, with the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty, in respect to any street or road, on a final 
settlement with every such contractor in any such case, the 
Street Commissioner shall allow and pay to every such 
contractor, as much and all such interest money as shall 
have been collected on his respective account or contract, 
on such delinquent assessment, first deducting the collectors’ 
commissions, according to their respective contracts. And 
that every such contract hereafter to be made, shall contain 
a clause providing for the payment of such interest to the 
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contractor therein named ; and that this resolution shall also 
apply to contracts for building wharves, piers and slips, and 
also, to the building of canals and sewers, and also, to all 
such like contracts. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions shall apply to and 
embrace the cases of Christopher Keyes, and of Hugh 
Smith and Peter Smith, referred to this Committee, and to 
all such like cases wherein there has yet been no final set- 
tlement. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXVI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 18, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee on the Memorial of James P. 


Allaire. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a memo- 
rial of James P. Allaire, requesting the payment of a certain 
bill for work and materials furnished by the late Isaac Stevens, 
’ for the Rotunda building in the Park, 


REPORT, 


That Mr. Allaire applies as executor to the estate of Isaac 
Stevens, deceased, and states that among the debts due the 
estate is an account against the owners of the Rotunda for 
work and materials furnished in covering the roof of that 
building with sheet copper. The nett amount of this account 

21 
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is $360 17, but the petitioner also charges the interest on 
the same for 12 years, amounting to $315 in addition. 

The ground on which this building was erected was leased 
to Mr. John Vanderlyn by the Corporation for the term of 
nine years from May, 1817, free of rent, but subject to the 
condition that at the expiration of the said lease, the land 
with all the improvements thereon, should revert to the 
Corporation. 

It appears that most if not all the bills due the mechanics 
and others who erected the Rotunda and furnished the mate- 
rials for the same, remained unpaid by Mr. Vanderlyn, when 
in 1819 he became insolvent, and assigned all his interest in 
the building to James Smith, Esq. for the benefit of his 
creditors. Mr. Smith, while the lease had some few years 
to run, exposed the establishment at auction, and nine of the 
creditors whose demands amounted to $3,540, purchased the 
unexpired interest of Mr. Vanderlyn in the building, with the 
hope of remunerating themselves for the expense they had 
incurred in its erection. In this, however, it appears they 
were defeated by the obstinacy of Mr. Vanderlyn, who con- 
tinued to hold possession of the premises until the expiration 
of the lease, when he was compelled in due course of law 
to surrender, in accordance with the conditions of that 
instrument. 

In January, 1831, the purchasers of the Rotunda, peti- 
tioned the Common Council for a renewal of the lease, or 
to pay them such sum as might be deemed just and equitable 
{or their right to the premises; which petition was referred 
to the Finance Committee. 

In March following, the Committee reported that the Ro- 
tunda building was legally and in accordance with the terms 
of the lease, the property of the Corporation ; but as they 
have become the owners of a building without paying for its 
erection, and such building has been appropriated to public 
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purposes, they ought under the circumstances, extend relief 
to the applicants, paying to them the balance still due on 

their original claims, without interest; and they offered a 
resolution to that effect, which was adopted. 


Mr. Stevens’ name does not appear among the petitioners, 
nor was he included in the number of those who purchased 
from the assignee the remaining interest of Vanderlyn in the 
premises. It appears however, by a note at the foot of Mr. 
Allaire’s petition, that the same paper in substance was pre- 
sented to the Common Council on the 18th of April, 1832, 
but what disposition was made of the subject, the Committee 
have not been able to ascertain. 

Your Committee are clearly of opinion that no legal claim 
exists against the Corporation for any debts contracted by 
Mr. Vanderlyn in erecting the Rotunda, any more than there 
would be for any other debts he might have contracted ; but 
as the precedent has been established by the payment of the 
nett amount without interest, due the petitioners of 1831, the 
Committee consider themselves bound in equity, to recom- 
mend the same rule in the present case, and they therefore 
propose the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller issue his Warrant on the 
Treasurer, in favor of James P. Allaire, executor to the 
estate of the late Isaac Stevens, for $360 17, in full, for cer- 
tain materials furnished and work done for John Vanderlyn, 
on the Rotunda building in the Park, and that he charge the 
same to some appropriate account. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXVIIL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 13, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Commitiee, on a communication from the 
Compiroller, relative to. the estate of an Intestate, named Mi- 


chael Campbell. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee to whom was referred a commu- 
nication from the Comptroller, relative to the estate of an in- 
testate named Michael Campbell, 


REPORT, 


That it appears, letters of administration were granted to the 
Public Administrator on the estate of the said Michael Camp- 
bell, he having died intestate within this city and county, and 
that $213 42, has been paid the Treasurer of this city, being 
the proceeds of said estate, after deducting expenses. Cer- 
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tain persons claiming to be the heirs of the intestate, and re- 
siding in Ireland, in the kingdom of Great Britain, have exe- 
cuted a power of attorney in favor of James Buchanan, 
Esquire, the British Consul, authorising him to receive from 
the Public Administrator, any property in his possession be- 
longing to the said Campbell. This power is regularly au- 
thenticated as to the signing and sealing, but there is no evi- 
dence that the persons executing are the heirs of the intes- 
tate. This defect was attempted to be supplied by an 
indemnifying bond against claims for debts or next of kin 
hereafter to be made; but it was deemed insufficient by the 
Comptroller, and he has therefore submitted the matter to 
the Common Council. 


Your Committee are also of the opinion that the papers 
upon which the demand is founded are insufficient for the 
want of evidence of identity. If it shall once be admitted 
that persons claiming to be heirs, may by their attorney, de- 
mand and receive the proceeds of intestate estates adminis- 
tered on by the Public Administrator, with no further evi- 
dence of their heirship than a general declaration that they 
are the heirs, a precedent will be established that may result 
in loss to the Treasury and fraud in the application. If the 
persons thus applying and receiving, should prove to be 
spurious or fraudulent applicants, and the true heirs should 
afterwards appear, and sustain their claim against the Cor- 
poration, there would be no other alternative except a repay- 
ment by the Treasurer of the sum claimed. 

Your Committee are of opinion, therefore, that the Comp- 
troller was correct in declining under the circumstances of 
the case, to affix his signature to the check for the payment 
of the balance due the estate of the intestate, without further 
proof of the identity of the claimants. They accordingly 
propose the following resolution : 


Resolved, That before payment to the heirs of an intestate, 
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the Public Administrator and Comptroller shall be satisfied 
as to the identity of the persons claiming to be such heirs, 
and if positive evidence cannot be adduced, then the best 
evidence must be furnished that the nature of the case is 


capable of. 
Respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXVIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 13, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee, to whom was referred a com- 
munication from the Comptroller, asking an appropriation of 
$4,794 95, for grading and regulating Union Place. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


rs 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a com- 
munication from the Comptroller, asking an appropriation of 
$4,794 95, for grading and regulating Union Place, 


REPORT, 


That this application was made to the Board of Aldermen on 

the 23d of December last, and by them unanimously adopt- 

ed; and it is presumed by your Committee, as the service 

has been performed, it must be concurred in by this Board, 

The Committee will therefore only make the passing remark, 
P74 
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that the resolution under which this debt was incurred, is one 
of those acts which will derange the best constructed plans 
of finance that can be conceived. In this case, the work 
was ordered to be done on the 20th of April last, just before 
the members of the Common Council of that year went out 
of office ; but no estimate was entered into as to the amount 
of cost, or appropriation made for the object of expenditure. 


The amount that may be legally expended annually by 
' the Common Council, is confined within certain prescribed 
limits, which cannot.be exceeded without a violation of law ; 
namely, the ordinary rents and other revenues of the city, 
amounting to about $175,000, and the taxes which may be 
authorised by act of the Legislature. 


By the 19th section of the Amended Charter, the Common 

- Council are prohibited from borrowing any money except 

‘in anticipation of the aforesaid revenue. If however, debts 
are coniracted without the knowledge whether the means 
are possessed or not to pay them, how are we to know, but 
that we are exceeding the income of the year, and thus vio- 
lating a fundamental law under which we exist as a corpora- 
tion ? 


It is a matter of but ordinary occurrence, for projects of 
improvements to be reported and passed upon, where large 
sums are to be paid by the Treasurer, without the least in- 
formation being communicated to the Common Council, as 
to the means in possession to meet the demand. Your Com- 
mittee would respecifully suggest therefore, whether it would 
not be a salutary measure, after a Committee to whom any 
subject had been referred requiring an expenditure of the 
public money to carry it into effect, shall have considered and 
reported in favor of the propriety, utility, and necessity of the 
measure, that so much of the matter as relates to the ways 
and means to be provided by the Corporation, be referred to 








171 [Doc. No. 28. 


the Finance Committee to report thereon. The Committee 
propose the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That this Board concur in the ordinance appro- 
priating $4,794 95, to defray the expense of grading Union 
Place to the City level. 

Resolved, That no project of improvement which shall re- 
quire an expenditure of the city revenue, exceeding the sum 
of five hundred dollars, shall be carried into effect until the 
ways and means shall be first ascertained ; and for this pur- 
pose, that part of the subject shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report thereon. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN J. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 13, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Commiitee on the petition of Henry 
Jackson. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a report 
from a Committee of the Board of Aldermen on the petition 
of Henry Jackson, 


REPORT, 


That the petition of Mr. Jackson relates'to a gore of land, 
fronting on 17th street, of which he claims to be the owner. 
The land here alluded to, was heretofore assessed to the Cor- ~ 
poration by the Commissioners for opening said street ; and 
on the 7th of October last, a petition was presented to this 
Board by James Hay, and. Daniel Lord, Jr. as. executors of 
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the late John Cowan, whose land surrounds the said gore, 
requesting that the said gore might be sold to them at a fair 
and reasonable price. 

This petition was referred to your Committee, who re- 
ported on the 21st of October in favor of selling the said 
gore to the petitioners, for the sum of $3,000, and in the 
event of their declining to make the purchase, that the 
Comptroller sell the same at public auction for cash to the 
highest bidder, At the date of this report, your Committee, 
as wellas the Street Commissioner and Comptroller, were 
entirely ignorant of the claim made by Mr. Jackson as well 
as the peculiar circumstances attending that claim. 


It now appears, that although the assessment for opening 
17th street was confirmed in April 1831, and ordered by 
the Common Council to be opened in the May following, 
still the improvement was not completed, the assessment 
collected, and the awards paid until 1833. During this in- 
terval, Mr. Jackson has been twice required by the officers of 
the Corporation, to fill in the said gore of land, which was 
effected at his individual expense; the Commissioners for 
opening Union Place have assessed the said gore as the 
property of Henry Jackson, for ninety dollars, as benefits ; 
the Commissioners for opening the Fifth Avenue have done 
the same, and the annual Corporation tax on said gore 
has been regulalarly paid by him to the Collector of the 
Ward. 


Under these circumstances, your Committee are of opin- 
ion, that the gore of land alluded to, ought to be quit-claimed 
to Mr. Jackson, at the amount it has cost the Corpora- 
tion, and with this view they propose the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Counsel under the supervision of the 
Street Commissioner, prepare and have executed, a deed 
of quit-claim from the Corporation to Henry Jackson, 
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to the gore of land fronting on Seventeenth street, and 
which formerly was attached to the land of the said 
Jackson, and assessed to the Corporation by the Commis- 
sioners for opening the said Seventeenth street ; the con- 
sideration to be such sum as shall appear to have been 
assessed on the Corporation for such gore, together with 
any other exvense incurred or expended relative to the 
same. 
Respectfully submitted, 

STEPHEN ALLEN, 

J. AUG. SMITH, 

JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS... 


JANUARY 18, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee, to whom was referred. the. 
petition of Jeremiah H. Taylor, Sor a water grant in the 
Town of Brooklyn. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the pe- 
tion of Jeremiah H. Taylor, for water grant in the town of 
Brooklyn, 


‘REPORT, 


That they know of no objection to giving the grant requested 

by the petitioner, provided an equitable remuneration be ob- 

tained for the right ceded by the Corporation. The land 

between high and low water mark in front of that belonging 

to Mr. Taylor, is much more valuable, in the opinion of the 
23 
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Committee, than it is in other places on the same shore, 
owing to the shoalness of the water and consequent receding 
of the tides, which leaves the depth of the grant about 325 
feet on an average. 


The grants heretofore issued, have been for situations 
mostly, where the depth of the land between the tides was 
much less than that now requested, and as the Committee 
are informed, have uniformly been granted at the low price 
of twelve and a half cents per foot until 1845, and ever after 
that twenty-five cents. If however, the upland has increased 
in value, as it notoriously has, there is no good reason that 
your Committee are aware of, why the land between the 
tides should not have increased in value also. Being satisfied 
of this fact, the Committee propose, that a grant be issued to 
Jeremiah H. Taylor, ata rent of 25 cents per foot until 1860, 
and at 50 cents per foot forever after ; and they accordingly 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Counsel, under the supervision of the 
Comptroller, prepare a grant to Jeremiah H. Taylor, of the 
land between high and low water mark, in front of his 
property in the town of Brooklyn, on the terms proposed by 
this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 


179 


DOCUMENT NO. XXXI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 27, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee on the Annual Exhibit of the 


Public Administrator. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


ooo 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the annual 
exhibit of the Public Administrator, 


REPORT, 


That the Public Administrator is bound by the statute to re- 
port to the Common Council annually, on the first day of 
- January in each year, or within fourteen days after that day, 
a statement on oath of the total amount of his recepts and ex- 
penditures, in each case in which he shall have administered 
on any estate, during the preceding year, with other particu- 
lars designated by said statute. : 
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Alpheus Sherman, Esquire, was appointed to the office on 
the 7th day of August, 1833, in the place of Sylvanus Miller, 
Esquire, the former incumbent, and his report contains the 
names of thirty-two persons whose estates were administered 
on by his predecessor in office, and the names of twenty-eight 
persons, the estates of whom he has administered on, since 
his appointment. 

That part of the report which belongs to the administra- 
tion of Mr. Miller, isnot sworn to by him, as in the opinion 
of the Committee it ought to have been. 


There appears to have been but little attention paid to these 
reports, as the Committee are unable to find but one of them 
on file, and that was with the Comptroller. The minutes of 
the Common Council have been searched, and it appears that 
on the 10th of January, 1831, the Public Administrator made 
his report for 1830, which was referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee, but never reportedon. The 23d of January, 1832, 
he made his report for the year 1831, which was referred to 
the Finance Committee, who recommended that it be filed in 
the Comptroller’s Office. This is the report alluded to above, 
as found on file in that office. ‘There was no report made for 
1832, at least nothing appears on the minutes of the Com- 
mon Council, showing that such report has been made. 

T’he Committee are of opinion that the late Public Admi- 
nistrator ought to be called on to testify to so much of the 
exhibit of 1833, as came under his administration, and also to 
furnish an exhibit of his accounts to the Common Council, 
for the year 1832. 

Previous to 1830, the Public Administrator was authorised 
to retain a commission of five per cent. on his receipts, over 
and above his reasonable expenses, as a compensation for 
his services ; but in 1830, he was placed on a salary allow- 
ance of $1,250 annually, and the commissions collected by 
him are to be paid into the City Treasury. The result of this 
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change has been a heavy charge on the city, as the following 
statement, taken from the printed annual reports of the 
Comptroller will show, 


Statement showing the receipts and payments under the 
head of intestate estates, from 1819 to 1829 inclusive, during 
which period the officer was paid by a commission on his 
receipts. 





1819 Receipts $127 33 | Payments, 1287 39 
1820 do 331 61 do 360 29 
1821 do 569 10 do CGmeber 3 
1822 do 317 00 do ive 
1823 do 1363 82 do ac FOrRS 
1824 do 2556 44 do 402 17 
1825 do A179 91 do 2538 "74 
1826 do OP ce do 1196 07 
1827 do ce ce do 66 6e 
1828 do sé * do 143 33 
1829 do 2423 37 do 605 24 

$11,870 58 $6,533 23 


Statement showing the receipts and payments under the 
head of intestate estates, from 1830 to 1832 inclusive, during 
which period the officer was paid by salary of $1,250 per an- 
num, and his commissions paid into the City Treasury. 


1830 Receipts, $298 87 | Payments, $3186 12 


1831 do 516 09 do 1277 76 
1832 do 4818 03 do 5589 03 
$5,632 99 $10,052 91 


The first act authorising the appointing of a Public Ad- 
ministrator by the Common Council of this city, was passed 
in 1815, but as by that act, this officer was not bound to pay 
to the City Treasurer any balance of money remaining in his 
hands, until more than two years after its receipts, there ap- 
pears to have been no payments of consequence before 1819. 
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From that period until 1829 inclusive, as appears by the above 
statements, the receipts into the Treasury was $11,87058, 
and the payments to those legally claiming, were $6,533 25, 
leaving a clear balance in favor of the city, of $5,337 35. 
But from 1830 to 1832 inclusive, the receipts into the Trea- 
sury only amounted to $5,632 99, while the payments for 
salary and to claimants, arose to the sum of $10,052 91, 
leaving a balance against the city of $4,419 92, in the short 
period of three years. 


Whether the change in the system, or what else, has been 
the cause of this great difference in the result, the Committee 
are not prepared to say ; but they are nevertheless of opinion 
that the business ought to be so conducted, as at least to 
bear its own expense ; and in order to insure this the office 
ought to be placed on the same footing as that of an execu- 
tor, with such commission on the receipts, as would amply 
remunerate for the services rendered. 


A large portion of the duty performed by the Public Ad- 
ministrator, is for the benefit of foreigners and strangers, or 
for their relatives and heirs, and there is no good reason 
whatever, why the city should be taxed for protecting the 
property of this description of persons, because they die in- 
testate, any more than there would be to pay the expense of 
probate and other charges of those who die leaving bequests 
by last will and testament. 


Your Committee therefore suggest to the Board, the con- 


’ sideration of bringing the emoluments of the office back to a 


commission, instead of a salary, which can only be done by 
an act of the Legislature for the purpose. The Committee 
propose the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That the exhibit of the Public Administrator for 
1833, be filed in the Comptroller’s Office. 


Resolved, That the Comptroller inform the late Public Ad- 
ministrator, that it is expected he will report to the Common 
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Council and exhibit under oath, as required by the statute, 
from the first of January, 1832, to the first of January, 1833 ; 
and also the exhibit of his accounts, under oath, from the 
first of January, 1833, to the 17th of August of the same 
year. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Applica- 
tions to the Legislature to consider and report, on the expe- 
diency of applying for an act authorising the Public Admin- 
istrator to retain a commission on his receipts, in lieu of 
salary. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 27, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee to whom was referred a com- 
munication from the Board of Assessors of this city, requesting 
to be furnished with maps of the several Wards. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a commu- 
nication from the Board of Assessors of this city, requesting 
to be furnished with maps of the several Wards, and also a 
resolution passed by this Board on the same subject, 


REPORT, 


That they have ascertained from the Street Commissioner, 
that there are maps of the Second, Eleventh, and Fourteenth 
‘Wards now in his office, and that should the request of the 
Assessors be complied with, maps will be required for eleven 


24 
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Wards, at an average cost of about four hundred dollars 
each. 


This expense is a contingency for which no appropriation 
could be made when estimating the annual disbursements of 


the year, as it was not then in contemplation or known to be 
necessary. 


The sum total that may be required for effecting the ob- 
ject, will probably amount in the aggregate, to $5,000; but 
as the use of the maps will not be wanted until after the 
election of our successors, on the second Tuesday of April 
next, your Committee have not deemed it necessary to re- 
commend any present appropriation for the object. Should 
the Common Council sanction the measure however, they 
will include the necessary sum in the amount of tax for the 
ensuing year when they shall present their report on that 
subject. 

The Board of Assessors having stated that great incon- 
venience has been experienced for the want of maps, and 
requested that the Common Council will furnish them, and 
your Committee considering this as competent evidence of 
their necessity propose the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Street Commissioner cause correct 
maps to be made of the Ist, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 
10th, 13th, and 15th Wards of this city, to be used by the 
assessors of taxes in the said Wards when in the perform- 
ance of the duties enjoined on them by law, and at all other 
times to be deposited in the office of the Street Commis- 
sioner. 

Respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XX XIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 27, 1834. 


Report of the Street Committee on the Memorial of Francis B. 
Cutting. - 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred the annexed 
memorial of Francis B. Cutting, praying the Common 
Council to take the necessary measures to open Horatio 
street, from Greenwich street to the former line of low water 
in the Hudson river, and also the remonstrance of John L. 
Ireland, John L. Lawrence, and others, against the same, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


the following statement of facts thereon. 


The whole ground through which it is proposed to open 
the street in question, is the property of Mr. Cutting, the 
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memorialist, and he is therefore desirous to have it opened 
at this time, and in the usual mode by the appointment of 
Commissioners, who shall make the proper estimate of loss 
and damage to the owner of the buildings and land, which 
will be required for that purpose, as well as the assessment, 
for benefit on other lands not required for the street, but lying 
in the neighborhood. This is objected to by the persons 
who remonstrate, for the reason that they have already 
ceded to the public, between nine and ten hundred feet in 
length of land on the same street; without any cost to the 
proprietors of other lands in the vicinity, and they are op- 
posed to being assessed for opening the street through the 
lands of the petitioner. Under this state of facts, your Com- 
mittee are of opinion there is no necessity for any immediate 
legislation on this subject, and to this they are the more in- 
clined, inasmuch as if the street in question were now opened 
it is not probable that it could become much used as a 
thoroughfare for some time yet to come. 

The following resolution is offered for the consideration of 
the Board : 


Resolved, That the Street Committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitioner and remonstrances 
above mentioned, in regard to the opening of Horatio street. 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 

DAVID HALSEY, 

GEORGE SUTTON, 
Street Commitiee. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 27, 1834. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be printed, and referred to 
Committee on revising the Laws and Ordinances. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


OPINION 


Relative to the Law to régulaie the sale of Anthracite or Hard 
Coal in the City of New York. 


The ordinance of the Corporation, entitled “A Jaw to re- 
gulate the sale of Anthracite or Hard Coal in the city of ~ 
New York,” provides for the appointment of a certain num- 
ber of persons to act as weighers of such coal, and requires 
that all anthracite or hard coal, which shall be sold from any 
vessel, coal yard or other place in this city, shall be sold by 
weight. Italso prohibits any vender from discharging or sell- 
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ing, or any cartman from carting or transporting any such 
coal from any vessel, coal yard or other place in the city, 
except to a coal yard or place of deposit, without being first 
weighed. It also declares what fees the weighers shall be 
entitled to demand and receive, and that such fees shall be 
paid by the seller and buyer, each one-half. 
The validity of this law has been questioned upon two dis- 
_tinct grounds, viz. that the Common Council never had au- 
thority to pass such a law ; and that some of its provisions are 
unconstitutional. 


In respect to the first objection, it must be admitted that 
the Corporation have no inherent power to pass such ordi- 
nances as they may deem proper, and that unless sufficient 
warrant can be found either in their charter, or in some act 
or acts of the Legislature, for the ordinance in question, it 
is void, however salutary or necessary its provisions might be. 


The charter (page 62, 63,) authorises the Corporation to 
male all such ordinances as to them may seem useful or 
necessary, for the good rule and government of all citizens, 
inhabitants and residents of the said city ; and for declaring 
how and after what manner all inhabitants and residents of 
the city, in their functions and business, shall use, carry and 
behave themselves ; and for the further public good, common 
profit, trade and better government and rule of the said city ; 
also, to provide and enforce penalties for the due observance 
of such ordinances. It also grants to the Corporation, (pages 
68, 69,) the assize of bread, &c. and all other victuals and 
things whatsoever, set to sale in the said city, and within the 
limits thereof, with the power of amending and correcting 
such assize ; and the right to all fines and forfeitures to be 
laid and forfeited concerning the same ; also, the office of 
gauger to gauge all wine, &c. and other merchandises or ves- 
sels gaugeable or to be gauged within the said city ; also, 
the office of measurer, to measure salt, &e. and all other mer- 
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chandises measurable or to be measured in the said city, to 
have and hold such offices and the disposition, ordinances and 
correction of the same, with power to exercise the same by 
deputies, and to take all fees, profits and perquisites due to 
such offices, and all fines and forfeitures to be laid concern- 
ing the same. And it further, (pages 72, 73,) for the better 
preservation of good rule and order in the said city, declares, 
that the Common Council shall have full power and authori- 
ty to license or appoint measurers of grain, salt and all other 
commodities. 

It is true the term weigher or weighmaster, is not specifical- 
ly used in the charter, but weighing is in truth but a mode of 
measurement, and I conceive the word measurer might fairly 
embrace an officer whose duty consisted in weighing such 
commodities or merchandize as were customarily sold by 
weight. Some doubt, however, seems to have existed on this 
point, for in framing the “ Act to reduce several laws relating 
particularly to the city of New-York, into one act,” passed 
April 9th, 1813, it was thought advisable to have a special pro- 
vision on the subject; and accordingly, the 238th section 
gives power to the Corporation to appoint as many weigh- 
masters for the said city, as they may, from time to time, 
think necessary, and to fix and alter their compensation. 


It was manifestly the intention of the charter to give the 
entire control and regulation of the internal traffic of the city, 
to the Common Council, to be exercised by that body in its 
discretion, for the general good of the inhabitants and to pre- 
vent the commission of frauds among them; and although it 
is not expressly stated that the Corporation should have the 
power of determining what articles should be measured or 
weighed, I think that power necessarily follows from vesting 
them with the office, and the ordinances of the same, and 
authorising them to appoint persons to exercise the duties. 
So far, therefore, as the ordinance in question requires that 


~ Doe. No. 34.] 192 


all anthracite coal sold in the city of New-York should be 
weighed, I have no doubt of its validity. The language of the 
ordinance however, is, that all such coal shall be sold by weight, 
which implies a prohibition against disposing of this article in 
any other mode whatsoever, and would prevent thé buyer 
and seller from dealing upon such terms as might be mutual- 
ly most agreeable to them. I confess I have doubts as to 
the power of the Common Council to enforce such a rule 
strictly. 


The power of requiring that all coal sold in the city should 
be weighed, does not assume any right to interfere with the 
bargain or agreement which the parties may make, while it 
affords ample protection against fraud, to all who may choose 
to avail themselves of it. It is in this respect like an inspec- 
tion law, from which the article cannot be exempted if sold, 
but which imposes no restraint upon the mode of dealing in 
it. The objection is, in truth, more to the form than to the 
substance of the law ; for if such coal cannot be sold without 
being weighed, the effect will be produced of causing all such 
coal to be sold by weight, as an established custom. I would, 
therefore, recommend that the language of the law be altered 
in this respect. 


The other objection to this ordinance is founded upon that 
clause in the Constitution of the United States, (article Ist, 
section 8,) which declares that Congress shall have power 
to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the 
several states, &c. The ordinance prohibits the discharging 
of anthracite coal from any vessel, (which may have brought 
it from another state,) without its being first weighed, unless 
for the purpose of taking it to a coal yard or place of deposit. 
This, it has been said, amounts to a regulation of the trade 
or commerce in that article, between the state from which it 
was brought, and this state, and is therefore void. If the 
effect of the ordinance could be to impose any restraint or 
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condition upon the introduction of the article within the 
limits of the city, or rather within the boundaries of this 
state, it would, I think, be liable to the objection thus urged 
against it; but no coal can be discharged or landed from any 
vessel in this city, without being already not only within the 
boundary of this state, but completely within the limits of 
this city, and subject to the jurisdiction of its municipal au- 
thorities. The traffic or commerce affected or regulated by 
this ordinance, is purely internal ; and the power intended to 
be given to Congress by the Constitution, does not, in my 
opinion, extend to it. This subject underwent a very full 
investigation in the case of Gibbons, vs. Ogden, 9th Whea- 
ton’s Reports: and in delivering the opinion of the court in 
that case, Chief Justice Marshall expressly states that the 
above clause in the Constitution does not comprehend that 
commerce which is completely internal, which is carried on 
between man and man in a state, or between different parts 
of the same state, and which does not extend to or affect other 
states. The power to impose regulations upon commerce, 
within the proper limits by state laws, is also recognised. 
The Chief Justice distinctly admits that inspection laws, 
quarantine laws, health laws of every description, as well as 
laws for regulating the internal commerce of a state, &c., are 
component parts of that immense mass of legislation which 
embraces every thing within the territory of a state not sur- 
rendered to the general government, and which can be most 
advantageously exercised by the states themselves. 


The only feature in this ordinance which could raise a 
doubt as to its constitutionality, is that which prohibits the 
discharging coal from any vessel, without being first weighed ; 
but the prohibition is against any vendor; and it does not 
attach where the coal is so discharged for the mere purpose 
of being taken to a coal yard or place of deposit, showing 
clearly that the regulation as to weighing, is to apply to 
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the sale of coal within the city. I think, therefore, that the 
ordinance is defensible on the ground of constitutionality. 


As it is desirable, however, that all laws should be as free 
as possible from expressions or terms which might occasion 
doubts of their validity, and as the efficacy and intention of 
this ordinance will hot in my judgment, be at all diminished 
or changed by the alteration, I would respectfully suggest 
that it be amended by leaving out the words, “discharging” 
and “vessel,” and confining the prohibition in terms to what 
is undoubtedly the object of the law, viz : to prevent the sale 
of the coal within the city of New York, without being first 
weighed. : 

Such an amendment would simplify the law and can be 
made as follows : 


In the 8th section instead of the words “ All anthracite 
or hard coal, which shall be sold from any vessel, coal yard 
or other place in the city of New York, shall be sold by 
weight,” substitute “all anthracite or hard coal which shall 
be sold within the city of New York, shall be first weighed.” 


In the 9th section strike out the words “ discharge or,” 
also, the word “vessel” and the words “ discharged and.” 
The section will then read as follows :— 


_ ©No vendor of coal shall sell, nor shall any cartman cart 
or transport from any coal yard or other place within the city 
of New York, any anthracite or hard coal, without being first 
weighed as aforesaid, under the penalty of five dollars for 
every load or part of aload so sold or so carted or trans- 
ported.” 


The 10th section will then be rendered unnecessary and 
may be struck out. 
R. EMMET. 
January, 1834. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 27, 1834. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The following was offered by Aldermen Ferris as a sub- 
stitute for the resolution attached to the report of the Com- 
mittee, and was adopted. 


Resolved, That the Common Council accept of the pro- 
posal of the Manhattan Company, to enter into a negotiation 
with them for the purchase of all the rights, immunities and 
privileges of every kind and description, embraced in the 
charter of said Company, and in the several acts of the Legis- 
lature in relation thereto, or held by them in any other man- 
ner for the purpose of supplying the City of New York with 
pure and wholesome water, and all such property and lands 
of the said Manhattan Company, and all such steam engines, 
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pipes, and other hydraulic works made and erected by said 
Company, for the purpose of supplying the city of New York 
with pure and wholosome water, as may be deemed neces- 
sary and expedient, and that the value of all such lands, 
property, steam engines, pipes and hydraulic works, and the 
value of all the said immunities, rights, and privileges of sup- 
plying the city of New York with pure and wholesome water, 
shall be determined by arbitrators, to be chosen by the Com- 
mon Council of the city of New York on the one side, and 
the Manhattan Company on the other, and that any agree- 
ment made under this resolution, shall. be submitted to the 
Common Council for confirmation, and shall not be binding 
on either party until so confirmed. And that the Committee 
appointed to make such negotiation, obtain a schedule of all 
the property, lands, steam engines, and pipes intended to be 
purchased, and shall ascertain the condition thereof, and the 
capacity of the same to answer the purpose for which they 
may be purchased, and report the same to the Common 
Council as soon as the same can conveniently be done. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXVI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


JANUARY 27, 1834. 


Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


ae 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a volu- 
minous printed report of a Committee of the Board of Alder- 
men, relative to the pay for services performed by peace 
officers, 


REPORT, 


That it has appeared indispensable to your Committee, in 
order that the subject matter of difference between them and 
the Committee of the Board of Aldermen may be clearly un- 
derstood, that the facts in the case should be briefly re-stated. 
They are as follows: 

On the 15th of July last, the Comptroller made a report 
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to this Board, accompanied by four bills, purporting to be 
for services rendered by peace officers ; three of which bills 
were approved by the Mayor, and one by him and Alder- 
man Monroe. The reasons assigned by the Comptroller 
for requesting the action of the Common Council on the 
subject, were, that these bills were demands out of the usual 
course of business, and he did not think his authority extend- 
ed to the establishment of a precedent in the matter. He 
suggests his doubts also, as to the charge for the attendance 
of three officers on Black Hawk, at the request of the agent 
of the United States, who he presumes was authorised by the 
General Government to pay all expenses ; and he therefore 
presents the matter to the Common Council, and waits their 
pleasure in the premises. 


This report from the Comptroller, with the accompanying 
bills, were referred to your Committee, who reported to 
this Board on the 29th of July, to the following effect: (see 
report marked A.) That they had consulted Mr. Lownds, 
one of the Police Magistrates, on the subject of the aforesaid 
charges,—that he stated to the Committee that 28 of these 
officers were summoned to attend at the Police Office on the 
occasion of a turn-out among the rope makers; that they 
were detained two or three hours, and their services not 
being required they were discharged. That the supposed 
riot at Harlem, and the taking a person who had killed a 
man at T'wenty-eighth street, had never been communicated 
to the Police Magistrates to his knowledge, &c. 


Your Committee were of opinion, from the facts and cir- 
cumstances of the case, that the manner of detailing these 
officers, and certifying their accounts, was contrary to long 
established usage, and an express decision of the Common 
Council. 


As it respected the usage, your Committee had allusion to 
a report by the Police Committee, adopted by the Common 
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Council in 1812, which allowed the sum of two dollars for 
every twelve hours’ services performed by peace officers in 
the day time on special occasions, and by direction of the 
Special Justices ; and three dollars for every twelve hours in 
the night, and in that proportion for any longer or shorter 
time. (See the report at length B.) 


Upon the adoption of this report, the Police Magistrates, 
as the Committee were informed, prepared a tariff for the 
pay of peace officers in conformity with the aforesaid report, 
which has been the rule and guide by which these accounts 
were liquidated. The use of the rule for this length of time, 
in the opinion of your Committee, had constituted it law, 
which ought to have been adhered to in the case under con- 
sideration. ¢ 

The express decision of the Common Council, alluded to 
by your Committee, was a report and resolution proposed by 
the Finance Committee, and passed by both Boards in 1832, 
and approved by the Mayor on the first of October of that 
year ; which declares the opinion of the Common Council 
to be that the law requires that the services of the police offi- 
cers in the several wards should be obtained solely on appli- 
cation to the special Police Magistrates, in order that such 
services may be certified by them according to law; and that 
no bill should hereafter be paid which arises in any other 
manner : that is, no bill should be paid by the Comptroller 
contrary to the spirit of the resolution ; evidently intending 
that bills in other, or extraordinary cases must be paid by an 
order of the Common Council. (See Report of 1832, C.) 

The utility of the foregoing resolution and usage, the 

Committee thought must be apparent from the facts alluded 
to, as without this check on the expenditure, much imposi- 
tion might be practised, and heavy expenses incurred for in- 
adequate services performed. In this opinion they are sup- 
ported by the Report of the Police Committee of the Board 
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of Assistants, of April, 1832, and by the Finance Committee 
of the Board of Aldermen, of May, of the same year. (See 
Extracts from the Reports marked D and E.) 


The attention of the Common Council appears to have 
been frequently called to this subject, as the Reports alluded 
to by your Committee plainly show. In 1812 the Police 
Committee established a tariff for the pay of police officers 
called on to perform extraordinary services. In 1813 an act 
is passed by the Legislature, creating a fund from which 
these services were to be paid, and preseribing the evidence 
upon which the payment was to have been made. In April, 
1832, the subject is referred to the Police Committee of the 
Board of Assistants, who, on investigating the matter, find 
that abuses have crept into the system, which require correc- 
tion. That atime book is kept in the Police Office for the 
purpose of entering the time any officer may be employed on 
extra duty by order of a Magistrate. Many of these orders 
were given by the Aldermen of the different wards, to 
constables and marshals not selected to serve in the Police 
Office, and the officers thus employed only had to repair to 
the Police Office and state the time they had served, and 
have it entered on the “ Time Book,” in order to its being 
allowed. The amount allowed in this way, say the Police 
Committee of the Board of Assistants, arises to a very large 
sum in the course of the year, and it is the subject of much 
abuse. To correct this evil, a resolution that the time of 
service should be proved on oath was passed. In May, 
1832, the Finance Committee of the Board of Aldermen 
made a report on the subject of these payments for extra 
services. This Committee state that the subject involves an 
increased expense, the magnitude of which seems to have no 
bounds or restraint but what may be imposed by the con- 
sciences of the officers employed in the service. That the 
examination of the papers referred to them, has disclosed 
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the fact, that abuses exist in the system, which are increasing 
daily, and call for a prompt and thorough correction. It 
further appears, from the report of the Finance Committee 
of the Board of Aldermen of the 23d of July, 1832, that the 
resolution which requires an oath of the service performed 
did not correct the evil which arose from the employment of 
these officers by the Magistrates of the several wards; and 
the Committee therefore refer to the statute of 1813, and in- 
sist on its being enforced. For that purpose, they proposed 
the resolution which is alluded to by the report, both of your 
Committee, as well as that of the Board of Aldermen, and 
which recommends the employment of these officers by the 
Police Magistrates, as the only means of preventing imposi- 
tion, and an unnecessary expenditure of the funds provided 
for the purpose. 

The foregoing reports and resolutions were the basis upon 
which your Committee founded the resolution which closes 
their report, and which was adopted by this Board on the 
29th of July last, and is in the following words : 

Resolved, That the annexed accounts for services perform- 
ed by certain peace officers, be referred to the Police Magis- 
trates; and that the Comptroller draw his Warrant on the 
Treasurer for such sum as the said magistrates shall certify 
and allow as justly due the said officers, in full for the said 
services. 

These are the simple facts in the case, which has drawn 
from the Committee of the other Board, a labored report of 
54 printed pages ; principally consisting of extracts and quo- 
tations from laws long since repealed, or for which other 
statutes have been substituted. 

In order that we might be fully enlightened on the subject, 
the Committee of Aldermen carry us back to a statute passed 
by the British Parliament during the reign of Edward the 
First, which eee to their showing, was rising five hun- 
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dred years ago, and by which, Justices of the Peace were 
first authorised and appointed. With the same object we 
are informed of the act of the 17th Richard the Second ; 2d 
Henry the Fifth ; the 9th George the Second ; the charter of 
1686, which creates the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of 
this city, Justices of the Peace ; the act of this state of 1787, 
which provides that good and lawful men shail be assigned 
by commission Justices to keep the peace ; the act of 1801, 
which provides that the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of 
the city of New York and Albany, shall have the like powers 
in the said cities as are given to Justices of the Peace ; and 
they refer to every subsequent act bearing on that fact to the 
present year; thus quoting these statutes, and fillmg about 
twenty-two pages of their report, to prove what has not been 
denied or gainsayed by your Committee, namely, that the 
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, are Justices of the Peace, 
and possess all the power and authority granted those offi- 
cers both by the charter of the city and the statutes of the 
state. (See page 313 to 331 of the Report.) 

At the 9th page of the report, it is intimated, that your 
Committee have objected to the authority of the Mayor and 
Alderman Cebra to send the police officers to keep the peace 
on the Battery, or to suppress a riot in the Thirteenth Ward ; 
and that the Mayor had no authority to send the police men 
to Harlaem to suppress a riot there ; and that the Mayor and 
Alderman Monroe had no authority to direct the officers to 
attend the Indian Hostages. ‘To all this your Committee 
plead not guilty, and totally deny the intimation. ‘They have 
in no instance refused the right to any magistrate to direct or 
to employ the peace officers, in preserving the peace of the - 
city, neither does the report of 1812 or 1852, as the Com- 
mittee understand them, doit. The first fixes a liberal com- 
pensation to be paid the constables and marshals assigned to 
attend the police office for extra services, and on special oc- 
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casions ; and the second expresses the opinion of the Com- 
mon Council, that the services of police officers should be 
obtained on application to the Police Magistrates, in order 
that their services may be certified by them according to law. 
All your Committee have contended for, is that the pay for 
services not provided for as aforesaid, shall be placed on the 
same footing with the other disbursements of the city govern- 
ment, and submitted to the Common Couneil for their deci- 
sion and order in the premises. 


The Committee of the other Board exclaim (p. 312,) who 
are the special Police Magistrates? There are no officers 
mentioned by that. name in our code of laws to the know- 
ledge of the Committee. They then proceed to inform us 
of the designation of all the officers holding the power of 
Justices of the Peace in this city, none of whom are termed 
special Police Magistrates ; and they conclude therefore, that 
the term means every magistrate authorised to execute the 
laws for the conservation of the peace. Your Committee 
however, consider this a mere play upon words, as with the 
same propriety they might ask the Committee of the other 
Board who are the “ Special Justices,” as the proper desig- 
nation of these officers are, the “ Special Justices for pre- 
serving the peace in the city of New York.” There was no 
reason to doubt therefore, that these officers were meant by 
the resolution of the Common Council, who are as frequent- 
ly termed Police Magistrates, Justices of the Police, and 
special Police Magistrates, as they are Special Justices, or 
Special Justices for preserving the peace in the city of New, 
York. 

The Committee of the other Board, (page 351,) seem to 
consider the resolution of the Common Council as harmless, 
having no force or effect; but as it is understood by the 
Comptroller to prohibit him from paying bills, such as those 
alluded to in his report, they are of opinion it ought to be ree 
scinded. (Page 352.) 
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Your Committee are of opinion however, that the resolu- 
tion is both legal and proper, and in strict accordance with 
the provision of the statute ; the 30th section of which pro- 
vides that the Police Magistrates shall account under oath, in 
January and July annually, for all monies, goods, wares, and 
merchandise, that shall then remain unclaimed in the Police 
Office, and immediately thereafter give notice for six weeks 
in one of the public papers to all persons interested, to make 
proof of ownership before a day therein named. By the 32d 
section, the Magistrates shall cause all property remaining 
unsold after such notice, to be sold at public auction to the 
highest bidder, and pay the proceeds of such sale, and the 
money in their hands into the City ‘Treasury. 

By the 33d section, the Mayor is authorised to select 
peace officers to attend the police daily, and to execute the 
commands and orders of the said Justices, meaning the ‘‘ Spe- 
cial Justices for preserving the peace in the city of New 
York.” 


By the 34th section it is provided, that the money so depo- 
sited in the City Treasury shall be applied to compensate 
the police officers for extraordinary services, the account for 
which shall be certified by the said Justices, and on being 
approved by the Mayor shall be paid out of the said fund, on 
a Warrant being directed by the Common Council for that 
purpose. (2d R. L. 356.) 

This appears then to be the only fund provided by law for 
the payment of peace officers, for extra services in detecting 
and apprehending offenders, and preserving the peace of the 
city. The officers who are to be paid from this fund, are 
those selected to execute the commands and orders of the 
Police Justices ; for the language of the statute is, “the fund 
so aforesaid deposited in the City Treasury, shall be applied 
to compensate the said police officers for extraordinary ser- 
vices.’ ‘That is to say, the officers selected as police officers 
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to attend daily at the said office to execute the commands 
and orders of the Justices—not the constables and marshals 
in the several wards, other than those selected to attend the 
police. The accounts for these services shall be certified by 
the said Justices, and on being approved by the Mayor, shall 
be paid out of the said fund, on a Warrant being directed by 
the Common Council for the purpose. Now what does the 
_resolution require more than the law prescribes 2 It only re- 
quires, Ist, That the officers employed on these services 
should be those which the statute has designated; namely, 
those who are selected according to Jaw to attend the police 
and execute the commands of the Justices ; and this is to be 
done only by an application to the Police Justices, otherwise 
officers might be employed who were not authorised to be 
paid from the aforesaid fund. 2d, in order that such services 
may be certified by said magistrates as the law directs, which 
could not be well done unless the officers were detailed by 
the Police Magistrates. The approval of the Mayor it is pre- 
sumed would follow of course, otherwise the bill could not 
be paid. The resolution then declares the opinion of the 
Common Council, that no bills should hereafter be paid 
which arise in any other manner; that is to say, bills pre- 
sented to the Comptroller contrary to the provisions of the 
statute, or such as had not been ordered to be paid by the 
Common Council. 
The Committee of the Board of Aldermen say (p. 335,) 
“ they have not been able to discover any statutory provi- 
sion to sustain the ground taken in the resolution, or which 
casts any difficulty in the way of the Comptroller in paying 
the bills in question.” As none of your Committee are 
“ Jearned in the law,” they can only refer to the common 
sense construction of the statute, and the usual import of the 
words used. ‘To their conception, the statute is as plain as 
the English language can make it. Ist, it sets apart cer- 
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tain monies as a special fund. 2d, designates the purposes 
to which it shall be applied, viz. to compensate for extra 
services. 3d, declares who shall perform these extra ser- 
vices and receive the compensation, namely, the officer se- 
lected to attend the police. 4th, describes the evidence 
upon which the money shall be paid, viz. on the certificate 
of the Police Justices, approved by the Mayor. And 5th, 
the manner of payment, by a Warrant of the Comptroller on 
the Treasury. Without these preliminary measures, the 
Comptroller had no authority whatever to pay, and if he 
had paid without them, or the direction of the Common 
Council, it would have been on his own responsibility, and 
contrary to law. ’ 

A number of acts are cited by the Committee of the Board 
of Aldermen, relative to the fees to be paid sheriffs, district 
attornies, and clerks of criminal courts, which have no bear- 
ing whatever on the question under consideration, and the 
most, if not all of which, are repealed by the act of April 
the 23d, 1823, so far at least, as they relate to this city. (See 
A6 sess. 379.) They also refer to the act of the 30th of 
April, 1833, entitled, “an act to regulate the fees of Special 
Justices for preserving the peace in the city of New York, 
and police officers in said city.” (56 sess. 490.) The pro- 
visions of this act, however, make the fees therein designated 
payable by either of the parties; namely, the offender or 
complainant, in the discretion of the magistrates, except in 
the case of felony, when the party complaining shall not be 
bound to pay; the fees for bringing intoxicated persons before 
a magistrate, or for committing a breach of the peace, shall 
be paid by the party complained of. There is no provision, 
therefore, notwithstanding the laborious research of the Com- 
mittee of the other Board, either in the act last referred to, or 
in any other act on which they have relied, that declares the 
fees allowed peace officers for services, such as are designated 
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by the bills alluded to, to be a charge on the county. The 
Committee of the other Board have not shown us any such 
provision, and if they had, shall it be denied the tax paying 
citizens of this city, through their representatives in the Com- 
mon Council, the right to prescribe the evidence of services 
rendered upon which their money shall be paid? Your 
Committee hope not. 


The finances of this city, and the money paid by our con- 
stituents in taxes for the support of the city government, are 
placed both by the old and new charters, under the care, 
control, and oversight of the Common Council; and it is 
their right as well as their duty, to judge of the compensation 
to be paid for public services, and to prescribe the manner, 
and upon what evidence it shall be paid. Although the mem- 
bers of the Board of Assistants do not possess the power or 
honor attached to the office of Justices of the Peace, they 
have nevertheless as city legislators, equal rights in regulating 
the disbursements of the public funds, with the Board of Al- 
dermen. 


The Committee of the other Board (at page 341,) also re- 
fer to the 2d Revised Statutes, 716, for some general pro- 
visions concerning Courts of Special Sessions ; where it is 
provided, that all fines imposed by any such court, if paid be- 
fore commitment, shall be received by the magistrate calling 
the court before which the defendant was convicted: and 
such fines shall be applied to the payment of the charges of 
apprehending and prosecuting the offender ; and after de- 
ducting the sums allowed therefor, the remainder, if any, 
shall be paid by such Magistrate, within thirty days after the 
receipt thereof, to the County Treasurer, for the use of such 
County. 

These provisions did not seein Eppley to the city of 
New-York, or were not considered as so applying. They 
are the substance of a section of the act, entitled “an act 
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concerning bills of exceptions and for other purposes,” pass- 
ed the 15th of April, 1817, at a time when no special ses- 
sions was held in this city, and was intended therefore to 
apply to the courts of special sessions usually held in the 
several counties, before three Justices of the Peace. There 
is some doubt therefore, whether the provision is at all ap- 
plicable to this city. But admitting its full force, your Com- 
mittee are still unable to perceive what bearing it has on the 
question of paying police officers for extraordinary services, 
Nor have they been able to discover, from any of the numer- 
ous quotations and extracts made by the Committee of the 
other Board, that legally, ‘the fees (of such officers and for 
such services as some of the bills describe,) are a county 
charge.” By their own showing, the fees and expenses of 
the courts of special sessions are to be paid from the fines im- 
posed. Instead of a charge on the county therefore, a reve- 
nue is supposed to accrue from the operation, as the balance 
is to be paid into the County Treasury. 


It may be proper to notice another reference, (page 343,) 
to the Revised Statutes, 2 vol. 646, 647, which designates 
the “‘ fees of constables for services in special proceedings in 
civil cases.” The whole of this title relates to fees in civil 
actions, and not in criminal cases, and has therefore no bear- 
ing on the subject, so far as your Committee is able to dis- 
cover. That there are expenses however, attending crimi- 
nal proceedings which must be provided for by the county, 
your Committee have not attempted to controvert ; but 
they deny that the charges under consideration are of this 
description, a specific fund having been provided by law for 
their disbursement, distinct from, and unconnected with the 
expenses chargeable on the county. 

Your Committee in their report which was adopted by the 
Board, gave no opinion as to the propriety or impropriety of 
the compensation charged by the police officers, but barely 
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stated the facts, referring the bills to the Police Magistrates 
to be certified according to law, and directing the Comptrol- 
ler'to draw his Warrant!for,such.sum asthe said magistrates 
should: certify to be justly due the said officers. 

The'Committee of the other! Board however, (page 348, 
380,). have deemed it necessary to-go into a detailed examina- 
tion of theservices rendered, andthe: propriety of the charges 
made for'them. With respect ‘to ‘the officers who attended 
the ‘Indian ‘Hostages, the Committee state, (p. 308,)' that 
“ their services were required and rendered as conservators 
ofthe peace, in its common acceptation, and to secure the 
rights of ‘hospitality.” ‘After arguing in favor of this posi- 
tion for two whole pages of the report, the Committee seem 
to entertain some doubt, whether the expense of attending 
these Indians was not a legitimate charge on the Treasury 
of the:State. ‘“ Whether this item, -say the Committee (at 
page 310,) .may:or may not possibly constitute .a charge : 

against the'State Treasury, is. another question, for it is pro- 
vided that all expenses relating to Indian. affairs shall be paid 
out of the general fund.” But they are of opinion that the 
Board did not intend to institute such an inquiry, and con- 
clude therefore, that the City Treasury is liable by law to 
this charge, provided the magistrates who detailed the police 
men for this service had the authority to do so. In accord- 
ance with this sweeping conclusion of the Committee, the 
city would be liable for the services of the peace officers 
nightly employed in attending the theatres, and other exhi- 
bitions where many congregate, and which has uniformly 
‘heretofore been paid by the proprietors of the places allud- 
ed to. 

As it respects the 28 peace officers who attended at the 
City Hall on the 14th of June last, for two or three hours, the 
Committee of Aldermen ask, was two dollars each too much 
for the probable, dangerous services they were to perform ? 

a7 
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In answer to which} ‘your Committee beg leave to remark 
that these officers were to be paid for the services they did 
perform,’ or they could not be paid at all ; for the fund from 
which they were to be compensated is appropriated “ to 
compensate for extraordinary services,” not for those antici- 
pated. Your Committee wish it to be clearly understood 
however, that they have not pretended to judge of the servi- 
ces performed, nor have they objected to any of the bills, 
but simply ask that they may be audited according to law, as 
the compensation must be drawn from the fund provided in 
accordance with the act, (which the Committee of the other 
Board admit to be in force,) passed the 9th of April, 1813. 
(2 R. L, 353.) 

Now the whole matter of difference between the Board 
of Aldermen and Board of Assistants, is that the latter have 
resolved to refer these bills to the police magistrates to be 
audited by them, and have directed the Comptroller to pay 
the said bills in accordance with such audit, while the former 
insist upon paying them without any further examination 
whatever. 

The Charter of this City declares that no money shall be 
drawn from the Treasury, except the same shall be previ- 
ously appropriated to the purpose for which it is drawn, and 
the only appropriation which the Committee know of for the 
purpose of paying these bills, is the fund alluded to and from 
which the said bills must be paid when legally certified. 

This whole subject is ina great measure a matter of finance 
with your Committee, as well as those who have preceded 
them in enforcing an adherence to the provisions of the sta- 
tute. But with the Committee of the other Board, a feeling 
of official dignity seems to have entered into the considera- 
tion of thesubject, otherwise why insist so strenuously on the 
authority of every magistrate to send out these constables and 
marshals at pleasure, and that it is the duty of the Common 
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Council to pay without inquiry, every bill the said magistrate; 
may tax, be they ever so extravagant, when every necessary , 


requirement may be answered by an application to the police 
office. 


. It is an admitted principle, that those best able to execute 
any particular matter, are such whose business it has been to 
give regular and constant attention to the subject ; hence the 
police magistrates whose daily business consists in correcting 
the evils existing in this community, and in preserving the 
peace, are better enabled to select the proper officers for any 
peculiar duty to be performed, than a magistrate whose mind 
is engaged on different and various matters, can be. There 
are no doubt special occasions when the authority of the ma- 
gistrate must be exercised on the instant, and for such ser- 
vices the Common Council will never refuse to provide on a 
proper representation being made to them of the matter. 


The tax paying portion of our \constituents have contended 
for years in favor of a chéck upon the city expenditures, and 
when the amended: charter was enacted, they thought they 
had obtained the end sought for; but according to the ex- 
pressed opinion of the Committee of the other Board, there 
are between 40 and 50 officers in this city possessing the au- 
thority of justices of the peace, who may employ the constables 
and marshals at pleasure, audit or certify their bills, and pre- 
sent them to the Comptroller, who is bound to pay without 
the interference of the Common Council.* Against such 





*Chancellor, - - - = 5 1 
Justices of Supreme Court, - : : 3 
Circuit Judges, - - - - 8 
Judges Superior Court, - - - - 3 
Assistant Justices, = - - - 4 = 7 
Mayor, Recorder, First Judge, C. P.,  - - » 3 
Aldermen, - - - - - - 15 
Special Justices of the Police, - - - - 4 
Supreme Court Commissioners, ~ - - - 27 
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doctrine your Committee protest, and they hope this Board 
will never give up one particle of their rights, or shrink from 
the performance of their duty, in preventing the least en- 
croachment on the privileges delegated to them by the people, 
of guarding the.city finances. from’ innovation of every kind, 
and particularly of the description.contended for by the Com- 
mittee of the Board of Aldermen. 


Your Committee: are’satisfied therefore, after carefully re- 
viewing the whole subject, that the course they have recom~- 
mended in their report of the 29th of July last, was the only 
correct and legal basis upon which the matter should rest, and. 
they accordingly recommend an adherence to the resolution 
then passed by this Board, and propose the following resolu- 
tion’: 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) that a Com- 
mittee of Conférence be appointed on the subject of difference 
between the two Boards; and that the Committee on Finance 
be of said’ Committee on’ the: part of this Board. 

STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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(A.) 


The Committee on Finance to whom was referred two 
reports from the Comptroller, accompanied by several bills 
approved by the Mayor, for services said to be rendered by 
certain peace officers, 


REPORT, : 
That the Comptroller declined paying these bills for the 
reason that they were charges out of the usual course of 
business, and a portion of them for services rendered the 
agent of the United States at his request, and not properly 
a charge on the City Treasury, or within the scope of the 
authority delegated by the ordinances of the Common Coun- 
cil to the Comptroller. 


The charge here alluded to, is for the attendance of three 
peace officers on Black Hawk and other Indians, for nine 
days and nights at three dollars per day, ordered by the 
Mayor and Alderman Monroe, and amounts to eighty-one 
dollars. 


One of the objections to the payment of this bill by the 
Comptroller is, that inasmuch as these hostages were brought 
here for government purposes, and under the charge of an 
agent authorised to pay all expenses, there was no more 
propriety in calling upon the city authorities to pay. this ac- 
count, than there would have been a demand for their board 
and travelling expenses. 

There is also a charge of $56, for the attendance of twenty 
eight peace officers at two dollars each, to suppress a riot 
supposed to take place in the Thirteenth Ward, ordered by the 
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Mayor and Justice Lownds; and another for $24, to pay 
peace officers to go to Harlem, to suppress a riot, and to 
take a person who killed a man at 28th street, as was said. 


The Committee have consulted Justice Lownds on the 
subject of these charges. He states that the 28 officers 
were summoned to attend at the Police Office on the occa- 
sion of a turn-out among the ropemakers ; that they were 
detained two or three hours, and their services not being 
required, they were discharged ; that the supposed riot at 
Harlem, and the taking of a person who had killed a man 
at 28th street, has never been communicated to the police 
magistrates, to his knowledge ; and he is ignorant therefore 
of the transaction, or who it was that gave the order to pro- 

-eeed’ in the business. 


The principal objection however, is that the manner of 
detailing these officers and certifying their accounts is con- 
trary to long established usage and an express decision of the 
Common Council. 


The usage has been, to refer the suppression of riots and 
other matters, where the peace and tranquility of the city is 
menaced, to the police magistrates, except in urgent and par- 
ticular cases, and to require that the charges for such ser- 
vices by the officers detailed, shall be audited by said magis- 
trates. A tariff for the pay of officers thus employed, has 
long since been established, and is the rule by which the com- 
pensation is measured by the Magistrates for the services per- 
formed ; and it appears by a resolution passed in July, 1832, 
that the Common Council were not willing that custom only 
should regulate this matter, and therefore they resolved, 
“that the laws require that the services for police officers in 
the several wards, should be obtained solely on application to 
the special police magistrates, in order that such services may 
be certified by them according to law, and that no bills 
should hereafter be paid which arise in any other manner.” 


é 
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The utility of this rule, as the Committee conceive, must 
be apparent, from the facts already alluded to in this report ; 
for without it, much imposition might be practised, and 
heavy expenses incurred for inadequate services performed ; 
and thus the necessary check which is one of the principal 
props of a free government, would be removed. 

The Committee propose the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the annexed accounts for services perform- 
ed by certain peace officers, be referred to the police magis- 
trates; and that the Comptroller draw his Warrant on the 
Treasurer for such sum as the said magistrates shall audit 
and allow as justly due the said officers, in full for the afore- 
said services. 

Respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 


Adopied July 29th, 1833. 
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(B.) 


The Committee to whom was referred the compensation 
to be allowed to police officers attending the police office, 


REPORT, 


That they have examined the accounts, and are satisfied 
they are correct as to the time of service and money ex- 
pended by them on duty. 


With respect to the amount of compensation to be given 
them, considering the difficulty and personal danger fre-— 
quently attending the discharge of that duty, as well as the 
importance of it to the public, your Committee respectfully 
recommend that the several constables and marshals assign- 
ed to attend the police office, be allowed the sum of two dol- 
lars for every twelve hours they shall be employed in that 
duty on special occasions, and by direction of one of the 
special justices, in the day time ; and the additional sum of 
one dollar for every twelve hours they shall be so employed 
in the night time ; and in that proportion for any longer or 
shorter time ; and that the accounts hereafter be presented 
in the name of the high constable, and certified by the spe- 
cial justices. 


All which is submitted, 
E. W. KING, 
A. H. LAWRENCE, 
WM. I. WALDRON. 
Adopted by the Common Council, February 3, 1812. 
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(C.) 


Board of Aldermen, July 23d, 1832. 


- The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the com- 
munication from the Comptroller, on the subject of extra 
police services, 


REPORT, 


That the 34th section of “‘ An act to reduce several laws re- 
lating particularly to the city of New York, into one act,” 
together with the report of the Police Committee, adopted 
by the Common Council, February 3d, 1812, authorises the 
Comptroller to make such payments only under the certifi- 
cate of the Special Justices, which appears to be the only 
proper course. In the present case, the ward magistrates 
not being aware, perhaps, of such regulation, have employed 
“officers without the knowledge of the Special Justices ; but as 
it has doubtless been done in, good faith, the officers ought to 
be indemnified. Your Committee recommend the adoption 
of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller pay the sum of one hun- 
dred and thirty-two dollars and sixty-six cents, to the offi- 
cers employed to perform the duties under the directions of 
the Aldermen and Assistant Aldermen of the several wards, 
conformably to the accompanying accounts. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Common Council, 
the laws require that the services of the police officers in the 
several wards, should be obtained solely on application to 
the special police magistrates, in order that such services 
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may be certified by them according to law, and that no 


bills should hereafter be paid, which arise in any other man- 
ner. 


Respectfully submitted, 


M. VAN SCHAICK, 


JAMES B. MURRAY. 
Approved October 1st, 1833. 
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(D.) 


Extract from the Report of the Police Committee of the Board of 
Assistants—April 30, 1832. 


The Police Committee to whom the report of the Comp- 
troller was referred, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That your Committee have not the means of furnishing a de- 
tailed account of the expenses arising from the Police De- 
partment. : 

There is a book however, called a “ Time Book,” which 
is a subject of much difficulty not only to the magistrates, 
but to your Committee. 

This book contains entries of allowance of time made to 
the different officers for services, on account of which no 
specific fees are allowed. If an officer shall be employed 
one or five hours on a particular service, and continues to do 
so day after day, he, when he thinks proper, returns to the 
magistrate, that he has spent so many hours in the public 
service, and it is accordingly entered, the magistrate being 
obliged to allow it and cause the entry to be made. The 
amount allowed for these services are three dollars for every 
twelve hours during the night, and two dollars for every 
twelve hours during the day. The amount allowed in this 
way arises to a very large sum in the course of the year, and 
it is the subject of much abuse. 
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The Committee are of opinion that the officers should be 
paid a fair and reasonable compensation for all the services 
rendered to the public ; but they are of opinion, that some 
evidence should be produced to the magistrate of the per- 
formance of the service, before the allowance is made. 


The Committee offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That no allowance be made by any magistrate 
of any time, to any officer, unless the same shall be proved 
on oath. 

J. R. WHITING, 

WM. VAN WYCK, 

NATH’L I. BOYD. 
Adopted April 30th, 1832. 
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(E.) 


Extract from a report of the Finance Committee of the Board of 
Aldermen. 


Boarp oF ALDERMEN, May, 1882. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the Report 
of the Police Committee of the Board of Assistants upon the 
communication of the Comptroller, dated the 16th of April, 
relative to the expenses of the police department, arising out 
of the payment for extra services on time, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have examined the subject with solicitude, as it in- 
volves an increasing expense, the magnitude of which, seems 
to have no bounds or restraint but what may be imposed by 
the consciences of the constables and marshals employed in 
the service. But as any investigation which is intended to 
produce a reform more properly belongs to another Com- 
mittee, your Committee have not allowed themselves to 
carry their researches further than to an examination of the 
papers before them; and these disclose the facts, that 
abuses exist in the system of which the time book is a part, 
that they are increasing every day, and that they call fora 
prompt and thorough correction. 
Your Committee therefore recommend to the Board to 
concur in the resolutions passed by the Board of Assistants. 
M. VAN SCHAICK, 
JAS. B. MURRAY, 
ERASTUS BARNES. 


Adopted May 28th, 1832. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXVIL. ° 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1834. 


Report of the Committee on Jae. &c. laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Committee on Laws, &c. to whom was referred the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Laws, &c. be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of applying to the next Legis- 
lature to pass a law requiring a general registry of votes for 
the city and county of New York, and prohibiting every per- 
son from voting at any election in the said city and county, 
whose name has not been previously registered according to 
law, beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That in a country where all the power is most properly vested 
in the people, and where this power must of necessity be 
x 
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exercised through the medium of the elective franchise, it is 
of the last importance that this franchise be exercised not only 
freely and justly in point of fact, but ina mode.above all sus- 
picion of fraud, knavery, or collusion. As every thing de- 
pends upon public opinion, it is not sufficient that good 
officers be elected and that wise laws be enacted, the people 
must know that those laws have emanated from persons who 
have been fairly and honestly elected. Now that frauds 
have been practised at the polls, the Committee are convinced. 
At any rate a universal and deep conviction prevails among 
our citizens that tricks have been resorted to for the purpose 
of defeating the election of one candidate and securing that of 
another. This has been accomplished in one of three ways. 
Ist, persons are brought up to vote who are not citizens of 
the United States at all, or at any rate not qualified to vote in 
this state. 

Secondly, persons having been known to vote in more 
than one ward at the same election. 

Lastly, when in a charter election no contest takes place 
in one ward, while a very close struggle occurs in another, 
voters are transferred, by lodging one night, from the quies- 
cent to the excited wards. Now all these manceuvres are 
downright frauds upon the people, and their only remedy is a 
registy of votes. The Committee therefore recommend that 
remedy in the form of the following law, which with the ac- 
companying remarks is accordingly submitted. 


AN ACT, 


To provide for the registering of persons entiiled to vote at 
elections in the City of New York. 


The People of the State of New York represented in Se- 
nate and Assembly, do enact as follows : 





© 
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1. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the City and County 
of New York for the time being, to keep in his office as many 
books as there may be wards in the said city, for the purpose 
of registering therein respectively, the names, occupations 
and residences of such of the inhabitants of the said wards 
respectively as may claim to be entitled to vote at any general 
or special election to be held within the said city, for any 
officer or officers, who are or hereafter may be elective by 
the people. 

2. The said books shall be so prepared and arranged, as 
to contain each an alphabetical list of the persons claiming 
to be so entitled to vote, residing within the ward for which 
such book is intended, according to their respective sur- 
names, and to show in separate columns the name at full 
length, the occupation and the residence, (by the number of 
the house if any, and the name or title of the street or place,) 
of each person to be registered therein, and the time of such 
registry. : 

3. Every person intending to vote at any such election in 
the said city, shall eause his name, occupation, and residence 
to be so registered in the book to be prepared for the ward 
in which he shall reside. 

4, When any person shall have caused his name to be so 
registered, it shall not be necessary for him to cause such 
registry to be renewed or changed, so long as he shall con- 
tinue to reside in the same ward. And if he shall afterwards 
remove his residence to another ward, he shall cause his 
name to be registered as aforesaid in the book intended for 
the ward to which he has removed, and the clerk shall add 
to his name the time when it was first registered in either of 
the said books, and shall erase his name from the book in 
which it had formerly been registered. 

5. Itshall be the duty of the Inspectors of every such 
election on the mone of the first day thereof, previous to 
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the opening of the poll, to receive from the said clerk the 
book containing such registry intended for the ward in which 
the election is to be held of which they are inspectors, and 
to keep the said book in their custody during -the said elec- 
tion, and to return it to the office of the said clerk immediate- 
ly after the said election. And no person shall be permitted 
to vote at such election, unless his name shall have been so 
registered fifteen days previous to the time of his offermg to 
vote. 


6. It shall be the duty of the said clerk to publish in all the 
daily papers printed in the city, for one month, commencing 
six weeks before every election, a notice that the books for 
registering the votes are open in his office to receive the 
names of electors, and that they will be finally closed fifteen 
days before the commencement of such election. The said 
clerk shall receive from the City Treasury at the termina- 
tion of every election, such a sum in consideration of the 
above services as the Corporation shall deem reasonable, 
and of giving the notice directed by the preceding section of 
this act. 


7. The expense of providing the said books, and of giving 
the notices directed in the last section, shall be paid out of 
the Treasury of the City and County of New York, and the 
Clerk of the said City and County shall perform the duties 
imposed on him by this act, without fee or reward from the 
individual electors. 


8. This act shall not take effect until the first day of Au- 
gust next. 
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Observations on the draft of an act to provide for the registering 
of persons entitled to vote at elections in the city of New York. 


This act inflicts no penalties. It imposes no burden on 
the voter except that of leaving or sending a memorandum 
of his name, occupation and residence at the clerk’s office, 
which in this city can be no great hardship. He must do 
this six months previous to the election, a proof that he has 
resided so long in the county. 

The oaths now required may still be tendered, and the 
principal benefit of the registry will be to prevent illegal 
votes from being manufactured during or immediately pre- 
vious to a contested election. . This will be a benefit to all 
parties, but especially to that which is the strongest and which 
has least temptation to resort to improper means. 

Should the measure be. tried, experience will point out 
such alterations and improvements as it may be wise to adopt. 

The law appears to me to be free from constitutional ob- 
jections. 

By the 1st section of the 2d article of the Constitution, 
every citizen possessing certain qualifications was entitled to 
vote in the town or ward where he actually resided. 

This article has been amended, but still provides that 
every citizen having the qualifications therein enumerated 
shall have a right to vote in the town or ward where he 
actually resides and not elsewhere. 

I notice this similarity because one objection to a register 
seems to rest on the right of a citizen to vote where he resides, 
and because it appears that in this respect the amendment to 
the constitution has made no alteration. 


As the article now stands, no person has a right to vote - 


until he has been for six months a resident of the county. 
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The third section of the same article is as follows, “ Laws 
shall be made for ascertaining by proper proofs, the citizens 
who shall be entitled to the right of suffrage hereby esta- 
blished.” 

It is therefore undeniable that the Legislature may pass 
laws to ascertain by proper proofs, whether a citizen has been 
a resident of the county in which he offers to vote, for six 
months. 


Whether the proof required is proper, on the ground of 
expediency, the Legislature are to judge. 

To say that the Legislature may pass laws to ascertain 
whether a citizen has a right to vote, and yet cannot prevent 
his voting while he refuses to give the proof by which it is to 
be ascertained, is to render the provision in the Constitution 
nugatory. His right is now ascertained by his own oath, 
and if he refuses to take it, his vote is refused. If additional 
and reasonable evidence is required and he refuses to give it, 
his vote may on the same principle be refused. 

But it may be said that he has a right to vote in the ward 
in which he actually resides at the moment he tenders his 
ballot, and therefore if he removes from one ward to another 
on the second day of election, he has a right to vote either 
in the one or in the other as he thinks fit and that the act 
will deprive him of this choice. But in fact the Constitution 
did not intend to guarantee to him this choice. The exer- 
cise of such a choice is a fraud upon the Constitution. It is 
a choice of which the Legislature may certainly deprive him. 
For they may limit the duration of the election to a single 
day. But it isa sufficient answer that the Constitution, like 
every other instrument, must be so construed as to make all 
its parts consistent with each other. And the section confer- 
ring the right of suffrage must be qualified by that which 
commands the Legislature to pass laws for ascertaining who 
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are entitled to it, so as to confer the right on those who only 
comply with the laws bona fide enacted for that purpose. 
And such laws will not be void if they necessarily abridge 
aright (or rather an abuse,) not given by the Constitution, 
but growing out of the accidental circumstance that the elec- 
tion is kept open three days instead of one. 

J. AUG. SMITH, 

STEPHEN ALLEN. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXVIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1834, 


Report of the Committee on Laws, &c. on the resolution from 
the Board of Aldermen, Sor dividing the office of Inspector of 
Weights and Measures. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Committee on Laws, &c. to whom was referred the 
following Resolution from the Board of Aldermen :— 

Resolved, That the Counsel of the Board be instructed to 
renew the application to the Legislature, for dividing the 
office of Inspector of Weights and Measures, so that in fu- 
ture there shall be two, instead of one Inspector, for the ral 
of New York, (offered by Samuel Dunshee,) 


BEG LEAVE TO REPORT, 


That since the first Inspector of Weights and Measures was 
appointed, the city has very nearly, if not quite doubled in 
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size : there is, therefore, full scope for two such officers. 

concurrence in the resolution is therefore recommended. 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
STEPHEN. ALLEN, 
JAMES FERRIS. 


A 
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DOCUMENT NO. XXXIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1834. 


Additional Report of the Street Committee, on the subject of 
widening Beaver street, from William sireet to Broad street. 


Joun W. RicHarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Committee, to whom was referred back the 
subject of Widening Beaver street, from William street to 
Broad street. 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That they have again had the same under consideration, | 

and have had the parties before them, and heard them atten- 

tively through all their arguments, for and against the mea- 

sure ; and as the subject was referred back at the suggestion 

of your Committee, for the express purpose of enabling Mr. 
30 
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Blake to unite, if possible, a majority of interest in favor of a 
plan presented by him. 

Your Committee have now to state, that Mr. Blake has 
failed to obtain such amount of interest, and that the parties 
favorable to the south cut have not only maintained their ori- 
ginal ground, but have absolutely gained strength by new peti- 
tioners, favorable to their projected cut on the south side: and 
as your Committee deem this a local improvement, they feel 
it to be their duty to be governed by the vast majority of in- 
terest in this case. 

It will be remembered, that the Committee reported that 
there was a universal opinion among the parties interested, 
that the widening of the street in question, was necessary, 
but they differed as to the most expedient lines to be drawn ; 
and to the utter astonishment of the Committee, they find 
gentlemen who are unwilling to be honorably defeated in 
their schemes, come forward with their remonstrance against 
making any improvement in the said street at this time : and 
it is to be hoped that this Board will show by their vote on 
this question, that they are not to be trifled with in this 
manner. 

Your Committee would also state, that the parties whose 
interest is somewhat remote, express a desire to make the 
improvement at the least possible expense, without any par- 
ticular reference as to which side of the street as their choice. 

It appears that Mr. Blake has employed two gentlemen of 
acknowledged ability, to make an estimate of the expense, 
(which is hereunto annexed) by which it appears the south 
cut will be attended with five thousand three hundred dollars 
less expense. 

It also appears that Mr. Dickey, one of the parties favora- 
ble to the south cut, presents an estimate, (which is also here- 
unto annexed) showing the amount to be twenty-five thousand 
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eight hundred dollars against the north side opening, which 
conclusively shows the most expedient lines to be adopted. 


Your Committee have only to add, that they are satisfied 
of the expediency of widening the street in question, and 
they therefore earnestly recommend a concurrence with the 
Board of Aldermen, in their resolution to widen Beaver 
street on the south side agreeably to the map hereunto 
annexed. 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
DAVID HALSEY. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XL. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee, on the petition of Samuel 
Frost. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Samuel Frost, praying remuneration for a loss sus- 
tained through the neglect of some of the Corporation 
officers, 


REPORT, 


That Mr. Frost appeared twice before your Committee, and 
averred to the truth of the following facts. That on the 29th 
of December last, at about half past six o’clock in the evening, 
as he, in company with his wife, was proceeding through 
Canal street in a one horse wagon, the wagon came in 
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contact with a pile of dirt taken from the sewer, which up- 
set it, and threw both him and his wife to the ground ; that 
there were no lamps lit in the street at the time, nor any 
thing to indicate the place where the dirt lay ; that he held 
to the reins of the horse until himself and wife were extri- 
cated from the wagon, but was compelled to let them go in 
consequence of his foot having slipped, which caused him to 
fall to the ground ; that the horse then ran for some dis- 
tance, until he came in contact with a cart standing in the 
street, when he broke his leg and rendered it necessary to 
have him killed. The wagon also was materially injured, as 
well as the harness and other matters attached to it. 


Mr. Frost states in a paper annexed, that the amount of 
his loss will be $250, and by his petition, that it will require 
at least $265 to reimburse him for his loss. He charges 
his horse however, as worth $150, while by the evidence of 
the keeper of the stable who had care of him he was not 
worth, before the accident occurred, to exceed $125. The 
repairs of the wagon is charged at $90, but by an estimate 
hereunto annexed, the repairs are stated by a carriage maker 
at $61 13. The total amount of damage sustained will be 
as follows: 


Repairing the wagon ~ ~ - $61 13 
Do. the harness = ~ - 2 00 
The value of the horse - - = 125 00 
Paid the farrier - = 5 « 5 00 
Do. carting horse to the river - - 1 25 
Do. do. wagon - - ° 25 
Hack hire for Mrs. Frost 4 = 2 00 
$196 63 


The Committee have endeavored to ascertain by whose 
default this pile of dirt was left in the street. The Street 
Commissioner as the Committee are informed, is charged 
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with the duty of seeing that the public sewers are properly 
cleansed ; but it is made the special duty of the Superinten- 
dent of Streets, on being notified to that effect, to attend to 
the removal of the dirt and filth taken from the sewers in 
seasonable time. ‘The reason given by the Superintendent 
for omitting to remove the pile of dirt alluded to, was that it 
was so much saturated with water, that the boxes of the 
dirt carts would not retain it, and therefore that it could 
not be removed until it had lain several hours to drain ; and 
that it would have been removed on the morning of the day 
in which the accident occurred had not Sunday intervened 
to prevent. Whether these are sufficient reasons to exon- 
erate the officers from blame, the Committee leave to the 
Board to decide; that the petitioner has suffered by the 
neglect of somebody, in leaving the dirt in the street must be 
admitted, and your Committee deeming his claim for remu- 
neration equitable, they propose the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Comptroller draw his Warrant on the 
Treasurer for $196 63, in favor of Samuel Frost, in full 
for damage done his horse and wagon by the omission of 
the Corporation officers to remove from the street a quantity 
of dirt taken from the sewer in Canal street, and that he 
charge the same to county contingencies. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH, 
J. AUG. SMITH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee, to whom was referred a com- 
munication from the Comptroller, with an estimate of the tax for 


1834. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a commu- 
nication from the Comptroller, with an estimate of the tax 


for 1834, 


REPORT, 


That in examining the several estimated items of expenditure, 

as stated by the Comptroller, the Committee were led to be- 

lieve from a comparison between the average amounts dis- 

bursed under the several heads of expense for the years © 

1830—31 and 32, that some of them at least, were stated too 
31 
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high, and they therefore requested that officer to make a 
further examination, and to report the result to your Com- 
mittee. 


This report has accordingly been presented, and is here- 
unto annexed ; and the Comptroller now arrives at the con- 
clusion, that a tax of $700,000 will cover all expenses, in- 
stead of $800,000, as estimated by his report to the Board. 
This it will be observed, reduces the tax $150,000 below 
what it was the last year. (See reports A and B.) 


Tn order that these estimates might be as nearly accurate 
as the nature of the case would admit, the heads of depart- 
ments have been called on for their opinion of the probable 
amount of money which may be required for the public ser- 
vice, connected with the particular branches of expense 
placed under their respective supervisions. The estimates 
thus furnished are hereunto annexed. (See papers, C, D, 

_and E.) 


Your Committee were in hopes, as no very expensive pro- 
ject had been ordered by the present Common Council, that 
the amount of tax for the ensuing year, would not have ex- 
ceeded the sum of $650,000; but as it appears to be the 
opinion of the Comptroller, after a careful re-examination 
of the subject, that the sum of $700,000 must be raised, the 
Committee are not willing to interpose objections to that 
opinion. 

Your Committee cannot avoid noticing however, the very 
large amount of some of the heads of expenditure which it 
is supposed will be required for the next fiscal year of the 
Corporation. 


‘ Docks anv Suips,” it is supposed, will absorb $100,000 
of the tax. It appears however, by the communication from 
the Street Commissioner, that $58,500 is estimated for build- 
ing piers, two-thirds of which, or $39,000, ought to be paid 
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by the owners of the adjoining property. This is an expendi- 
ture, the propriety of which your Committee consider very 
doubtful. The only conclusion which can be drawn from 
the fact, that the individual owners of the adjoining property, 
decline uniting with the Corporation in the erection of these 
piers is, that they will not produce a revenue on the money 
expended ; and if this will be the result, can it be proper that 
taxes should be assessed on our citizens generally for an ob- 
ject entirely local, and which will not return to the City 
Treasury an interest on the amount of its cost ? 


‘“Lanps anp Puaces.” The disbursement under this 
head is estimated at $10,000. The large amount of $7,000 
of this item however, is charged by the Street Commissioner, 
to flagging the side walks of Washington Square and Union 
Place, which in the opinion of the Committee might be dis- 
pensed with for some years at least. ‘These public places, 
although an ornament to the city, and conducive to the 
health and pleasure of the citizens, are nevertheless but of 
local benefit, and not general ; and it is a question, therefore, 
whether it is just to tax those residing remote from the place 
for its improvement, when the accommodation is principally 
confined to those who reside or own property in the vicinity 4 


THE OPENING oF STREETS is estimated at $20,000. There 
are but few cases in the opinion of your Committee, when 
the City Treasury ought to be resorted to for the purpose of 
paying the expense of opening streets. The Street Com- 
missioner appears to have founded his estimate for this item 
upon the projects of widening Chatham, Pine, Beaver, and 
Chapel streets. The first of these may perhaps, be properly 
considered a public improvement, as it enlarges an avenue 
necessary to the accommodation of a large portion of citizens 
residing in the most populous part of the city, and is the only 
direct route by which they can reach the City Hall, and those 
parts of the city below it. The other projects alluded to, 
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cannot be so considered, as the Committee view them, and 
therefore, the estimate of $20,000, for this item must be 
more than ample for the object intended. 


The purchase and laying of water pipes is stated at $10,000. 
The appropriation for this object, which was estimated as re- 
quired for the present fiscal year, was $58,000. This sum, 
as your Committee understood at the time, was to cover 
every contract for pipes then existing or authorised, as well 
as the expense of laying them down, and they know of no 
authority since, authorising additional contracts for water 
pipes. The Committee conclude therefore, that the depart- 
ment must be in error, and that this amount will not be re- 
quired unless the Common Council should order the laying 
of pipes to be continued, while, as it is understood, the works 
are scarcely able to supply water sufficient to keep those full 
which are already laid. 


The amount for Repairs and Supplies $20,000, Roads, 
$25,000, &c. might be noticed as larger than usual ; but 
sufficient has been shown to elucidate the object of the 
Committee which was to demonstrate the fact, that the es- 
timates have in no instance been stinted in amount. In ad- 
dition, it may be observed, that the nett amount of tax re- 
quired, according to the showing of the Comptroller, is but 
$670,995, while he recommends an addition of $29,005, in 
order to bring it up to $700,000, and thus provide for any 
‘possible contingency that may occur. Your Committee 
think therefore, that no just complaint can be made by those 
who are to succeed them, as to the amount of tax authorised 
for the support of the city government during the next finan- 
cial year of the Corporation. 

It was the constant practice of the Comptroller, until the 
amended charter went into operation in 1831, to make his 
annual report of receipts and expenditures to the new Board, 
shortly after they were organized ; since which the report 
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has uniformly been made in January of every year, and con- 
sequently comprises the disbursements of a part of two fiscal 
years, instead of one only. The Committee are of opinion 
that the original plan pursued by the Comptroller, is the most 
proper on several accounts. If the cash account shall be 
made up from May to May, it will then show the disburse- 
ments of the Common Council, whose time of service has 
just expired, which it ought to do, in order to shield their 
successors from blame for any improper expenditure, should 
any such be made; and also if the proceedings of the retiring 
Board has been guided by judgment and economy in the dis- 
bursements of the public funds, that the credit of such con- 
duct might attach to those who had earned it. The new 
Board will also be the better enabled to judge of their ways 
and means for meeting the demands on them. ‘The balance 
in the Treasury, the amount of tax then to be collected, and 
the receipts for corporation rents, &c., which compose the 
resources of the City Government can be better ascertained, 
and the necessary appropriations more accurately distributed 
to the several heads of expenditure, than when the cash ac- 
count is reported at a time when only two-thirds of the fiscal 
year has expired. 

If in addition to the foregoing views, the Common Coun- 
cil had the authority, which is possessed by every city and 
county in the State, to raise such amount of tax annually 
as they may find necessary, without this yearly application 
to the Legislature, the arrangement in the opinion of your 
Committee would be complete ; for in that case, the Com- 
mon Council elected for the year would be enabled to make 
the estimate of their disbursements, and at the same time 
determine the sum necessary to be raised to meet them, 
while as at present arranged, the Common Council now in 
existence, determine the sum to be raised to meet the dis- 
bursements of those who are to succeed them. 
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The objection to conferring this power on the Common 
Council has been, as the Committee are aware, that it would 
be removing a salutary check which the Legislature now 
possess upon the application. The fact is, however, that 
this annual application is but a mere form, and the granting 
of it a matter of course. There needs no further proof of 
this than the fact, that in no one instance since the forma- 
tion of our present state government, has the Legislature 
either reduced the amount of tax applied for, or omitted to 
grant the application.. The year 1833 was pregnant with 
complaints against the Common Council for requiring so 
large an amount of tax, yet the Legislature passed the law, 
transmitted them without inquiry or objection, allowing the 
full amount of tax requested, although the sum was unu- 
sually large. The only check therefore rests with those who 
elect the Common Council, and whether they vote for an 
ordinance to assess $700,000 as taxes, or in favor of sending 
the draft of a law to the Legislature, authorising this sum to 
be raised, is the same in substance, and can as quickly be 
corrected by the people in the one case, as in the other. 

The Committee propose the following resolution : 

Resolved, that the Counsel prepare a bill to be presented 
to the Legislature at their present session, authorising the 
Corporation to raise by tax, on the real and personal estate 
in this city, the sum of $700,000, and such further amount 
as will pay the quota of this county to common schools, li- 
quidate the insolvent returns of 1833, and the expense of the 
collection of the tax. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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(A.) 


By the fifth section of “ A law making appropriations for 
the expenses of the financial year of this present Common 
Council,” approved by the Mayor, August 9th, 1833, it is re- 
quired that “the Comptroller shall, in the month of Decem- 
ber annually, report to the Common Council an estimated 
calculation of the probable amount of tax that may be requir- 
ed for the ensuing financial year, in order that application 
may be made to the Legislature for authority to raise such 
sum as the Common Council shall deem proper and neces- 
sary.” 

In obedience thereto, the accompanying estimate is now 
respectfully presented to the Common Council. 


In laying said document before the Common Council, the 
Comptroller deems it proper respectfully to state, that the 
estimates for 1832 and 1833 were delayed until the twenty- 
third and twenty-first of January of those years ; by which, 
time was afforded to ascertain, with some degree of preci- 
sion, the deficiencies of the previous years, and that as the 
law now requires this duty to be performed before the time 
arrives for closing the accounts of his department, the esti- 
mate now offered must of necessity, be more imperfect than 
those of the two preceding years. 


By the statement herewith presented, the amount required 
to be raised by tax appears to be about $663,500 ; but, inas- 
much as the principal projections for creating new expendi- 
tures have heretofore been decided upon after the applica- 
tion to the Legislature has been in progress, the Comptroller 
would, with deference, suggest the expediency of adding 
thereto, the sum of at least $136,500, as a reserve fund, to 
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meet any such contingency, and also to supply the deficien- 
cies of the present year, making a total of $800,000. 


All which is respectfully submitted by 
T. J. WATERS, Compiroller. 
New York, December 30th, 1833. 
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t 
\ 


ESTIMATE OF NETT PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR 1834, 


Alms House, Bridewell and Penitentiary, . $145,000 
Board of Health, 5 : ; ‘ ‘ 5,000 


Charities, } 5 é A ‘ 4 3,000 
Cleaning Streets, A ‘ P 3 » 80,000. 
Coroner’s fees and expenses, ; ‘ . 3,700 
County Contingencies, : . s pe ate et BOG 
Courts, 5 c ‘ « . . 28,000 
Docks and Slips, . . ‘ i - 100,000 
Elections, : 5 ‘ 3 i 3 4,000 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


Fire Department, , 5 ‘ . . 15,000 00 


Interest Account, : : shy . 65,000 
Intestate Estates, : ; ¢ : a 1,000 
Justices’ Courts, ter .cuke « ; : : 3,000 
Lamps and Gas, : 3 : : - 80000 
Lands and Places, é : : . - 10,000 
Markets, . ; ; : ; ; + Se 05000 
Police, ‘ 5 j & eld,000 
Printing and Sraiondins : : ; : 5,000 
Public Reservoir and Pipes, d ° eee SOF O00 
Repairs and Supplies, E ; » + 205000 
Salaries, : ; ‘ j « 43,000 
Streets opening, ee : : : . 20,000 
Street expenses, repairing, &c.  . 5 . 40,000 
Watch, : : ‘ : A - 120,000 


Wells and Pumps, . - . ; ; 6,000 
Roads, x 3 - : ‘i sik $25,000 





$839,700 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00: 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
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~ 


ESTIMATED NETT RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR 1834. 


Annual Rents, . t : $105,000 00 
Auction Duties from the State, 10,000 00 


Arrears of Taxes, © » 5,000 00 
Commutation of Alien Passengers, 30,000 00 
Mayorality Fees, — . ‘ é 1,200 00 
Penalties; «. «. : . 3,000::00 


Tavern and Excise Licenses, .. ~ 24,000,00 175,200 00 


— 





Which leaves the amount to be raised by tax at $663,500 00 
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(B.) 


Dear Sir, 

The estimate for the tax of 1834, previously 
made to the Common Council has been carefully reviewed 
since the actual payments for the last year have been ascer- 
tained, the result you will find in the document now handed 
to you, by which it appears that the sum required to be raised 
by tax, will be about $671,000. As some of these sums may 
possibly be increased, and perhaps also some new expendi- 
ture be authorised for objects not at present thought of, lam 
rather disposed to think that it would be but prudent to make 
provision for such contingencies by increasing the amount 
to $700,000. . 


The difference between the previous and present estimate 
arises mainly from the proposed provision for new objects of 
expenditure ; having especially in view the purchase of 
ground and erection of markets ; but under the supposition 
that the accumulations ofthe Sinking Fund revenues may 
be in that way invested, the proposed provision is now dimi- 
nished, inasmuch as the necessity of increasing the tax would 
thereby be obviated. 
Yours, &c, very respectfully, 

T. J. WATERS, 
Compiroller. 
New York, February 6, 1834. _ 
To SterHEen ALLEN, Ksq., 
Chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
of the Board of Assistants. 
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\ 
' ESTIMATE FOR THE PROBABLE NETT PAYMENTS FOR THE 


5,000 00 
4,500 00 
48,000 00 
3,200 00 
20,000 00 
28,000 00 
100,000 00 
4,000 00 
14,000 00 
55,000 00 
500 00 
2,500 00 
80,000 00 
10,000 00 
10,000 00 
14,000 00 
7,000 00 
4,000 00 
20,000 00 
43,000 00 
20,000 00 
40,000 00 
120,000 00 
4,000 00 


year 1834. 
Alms House, Bridewell, and Penitentiary, $135,000 00 
Board of Health, A 7 3 
Charities, . < z a 
Cleaning Streets, ° 7 . 
Coroner’s Fees and Expenses, , * 
County Contingencies, . . 
Courts, F " , - ‘ 
Docks and Slips, . 
Elections, . ; A a ~ 
Fire Department, ‘ 5 : 
Interest Account, . ; = 
Intestate Estates, : 3 é 
Justices’ Courts, . x aaa 
Lamps and Gas, . 2 J 
Lands and Places, ‘ ; 
Markets, i 4 
Police, é a 7 
Printing and Stationery; . : 
Public Reservoir and Pipes for current expenses, 
Repairs and Supplies, . : : 
Salaries, 0 F ‘ 
Streets, for opening, wbhgulttig &c, 
Street Expenses, . : ° 
Watch, ° 
Wells and ds 
Roads, 


Water Pipes, for the nites ain laying down, 


25,000 00 
10,000 00 


$826,700 00 


To which add the following sums for dis- 
pbursements, ordered subsequent to the esti- 
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mate for the last year’s tax, which items have 
in consequence not yet been provided for, 


Viz: 

For purchase of a lot on Walnut street, i 1,500 00 
Tron Railing on Chatham street, ‘ : 1,555 00 
Fitting up a House of Detention, . : 1,600 00 


Lateral Drains to Sewer in Carmine street, . 2,600 00 
Retaining Culverts to Sewer in Canal street, 4,350 00 
Blasting Rock, and Regulating Union Place, 4,794. 95 
Water Commissioners, under the State Law, 4,095 11 


Making a Total of F : : $847,195 06 
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Total of probable Nett Payments, . 847,195 06 


ESTIMATED NETT RECEIPTS FOR THE yEAR 1834, 


Annual Rents, . : $105,000 00 
Auction Duties from the State, 10,000 00 
Arrears of Taxes, . 5,000 .00 
Commutation of Alien Passengers, 30,000 00 
Mayoralty Fees, . : 1,200 00 
Penalties, Rese, 1,000 00 
Tavern and Excise Licenses, 24,000 00 176,200 00 


Which leaves the amount to be raised by tax at $670,995 06 
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(C.) 


Dear Sir, 

In reply to your note of the 27th instant, requesting 
information as to the amounts of money which may be re- 
quired for those branches of the public service, connected 
with the Street Commissioner’s Department for the ensuing 
year, permit me to say, that any estimate now made, must 
necessarily be hypothetical, inasmuch as in many cases: the 
amounts required may arise out of improvements suggested 
during the year, but not imagined at its commencement. 


From the best information now in my possession, I beg 
leave to submit the following estimate : 


Charges on Arrears of Assessment, . - $ 1,000 
Docks and Slips, WE @ : A - 100,000 
Lands and Places, . Z : ‘ 10,000 
Roads, . : ; : 25,000 
Streets for one-third value of buildings assessed 
on the public in opening and widening, and 20,000 
assessments in Corporation property, 
Street Expenses, . i 3 : 40,000 
Wells and Pumps, . Fi 6,000 


GEO. B. SMITH, 
Street Commissioner. 
T. J. Waters, Esq. Comptroller. 

December 30th, 1833. 
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T. J. Waters, Esq. 
Sir, 
In explanation of the estimates furnished 
to you a few days since, and in relation to the amounts 
therein contained, permit me to say: 


Arrears or AssEssMENT. ‘The estimate of $1,000 for 
expenses on arrears of assessment, consists of the printer’s 
charges for advertising the certificates, leases, &c. and from 
the amount of former years may be considered as sufficiently 
near for any useful purpose. 

Docks anp Suirs. The amount of $100,000, for build- 
ing and repairing the public docks and slips, is made up from 
the elements hereinafter described. 


Ist. There is a subsisting contract for building a bulk- 
head, and filling up the water lots from the Kill Road to the 
centre of Twelfth street, for which an appropriation of near 
$40,000 was made. This work is progressing, and about 
$18,000 has been paid out on account, and probably about 
$10,000 may be required from the present time to the month 
of May, leaving about $12,000 to complete the contracts 
during the remaining part of the season. 

2d. There is also a contract to build a bulkhead on the 
East river, in front of the Bellevue property, from 23d to 28th 
street, which will be about 1400 feet in length. The con- 
tract price for which is $21 55 per foot, and will require a 
disbursement of about $30,000 which work has been com- 
menced and about three hundred feet sunk, (and which has 
afforded to the Superintendent of the Alms House the means 
to give employment to the paupers in filling behind the same, 
in which work they are now engaged,) but no application 
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has been yet made by the contractor for any payment on 
account. 

The very severe weather has caused a temporary cessa- 
tion of the work, but it will be resumed as soon as possible. 


It is probable that about $10,000 on this account may be 
required by the month of May next, leaving about $20,000 
to complete the payments on the contract afterwards: thus 
it will be seen that about $32,000 of the year’s appropria- 
tion for this branch of the public service will remain unex- 
pended at the period when the new Common Council will 
commence their proceedings, and must be included in the 
amounts required for the then current year by re-appropria- 
tion, unless it should be considered that such unexpended 
balances stand good, without reference to date, until the 
work on which they are predicated shall be completed and 
the disbursement actually made. 


3d. The Common Council by resolution passed Novem- 
ber 11th, last, have declared that when the owners of the 
water lots between Pike street and Rutger’s street, have built 
the bulkhead and filled up South street, between Pike street 
and Rutger’s street, and which the said owners will commence 
as early as the opening of the Spring will permit, (inasmuch 
as the measures are by their own suggestions,) that then they 
the Corporation, will build at the public cost, two piers in 
frontof the said bulkhead, to be each 200 feet long, and which 
will require the outlay of at least $10,000 for each, making 
$20,000 for both. 

Ath. It will also be necessary as soon as the bulkhead is 
built, or perhaps commenced, to extend the present pier on 
the westerly side of Rutger’s slip, inasmuch as it will be en- 
tirely covered by the new bulkhead, and if this be carried out 
as far as it is proposed to build the new piers just spoken of, 
and with a suitable L towards Pike street, it will cost about 


33 
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$12,500, and if with the other limb towards Rutger’s street, 
so as to form a T, will cost about $15,000. 


If the owners of the adjacent water grants should decline 
to unite with the Common Council, which is probable, then 
the whole, if built, will be at the public charge. 


5th. Measures are in progress for the erection of a pier in 
the North river, from the foot of Watts street, and notice 
has been given to all the adjacent owners of grants to ascer- 
tain whether they will unite with the public agreeably to the 
terms of the statute in contributing towards the expense of 
such erection, and although the term of the notice has not 
yet expired, yet from personal communication with some of 
the parties concerned, the subscriber is under the belief that 
they do not intend to contribute, but mean to abandon any 
interest that otherwise might accrue. 


Although the water in this part of the river is not deep, 
yet there is a very heavy deposit of mud to sink the pier 
through, and it is proposed to be 250 feet long with double 
arms or a T, to the North and South, and it is believed that 
not less than $13,000 will be required to effect this object. 


6th. About two years since petitions were presented for 
the construction of a pier in the North river from the foot of 
Hammond street, which were not then successful, but it is 
understood the applications will be renewed the coming 
Spring, and from the great increase of population in that part 
of the Ninth Ward, and the very considerable front on the 
river, without the shelter afforded by the piers, it would seem 
reasonable to imagine such application might be successful. 
If so, about the same amount would be required as for that 
at Watts street, say $13,000. 


“th. The building of the bulkhead across the Old slip 
and Coffee house slip, will probably cost together about 
$6,000, one-third of which, say $2,000, must be borne by 
the public. 
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It has been suggested that from the superabundance of 
earth expected in the Spring from excavations for new buil- 
dings, the privilege of depositing earth in those slips may be 
sold, and so deduct from the cost of the bulkheads. It is not 
unlikely this may be effected, and as the subscriber proposes 
to publish an advertisement to that effect, the result will soon 
be known. 

On the other hand a claim is set up from damage arising 
from building the bulkhead, on the line of South street, across - 
Old slip, which will take up the room occupied as one berth, 
and belonging to the Jones’ family; you will no doubtremem- 
ber the examinations some time since made by us jointly as 
to this point, and the conclusion we came to that the claim 
was a legal one. How much amount of damage would be al- 
lowed, and whether such sum or any part of it could be as- 
sessed on the surrounding property along with the gene- 
ral assessment for the bulkhead, must remain for future ex- 
amination. 

The piers running out from these slips will probably re- 
quire an extension into the river, which perhaps would not 
be accomplished until the succeeding year. 

8th. The ordinary repairs to the public docks and slips, 
arising from the annual wear and tear, (without the occur- 
rence of any unforseen calamity, such as the late severe 
storm,) will amount to about $10,000, and this item must 
constantly increase, from the concurrence of two causes, 
viz. the additional age of the existing wharves, and the addi- 
tion to their number by the building of new ones. 

If the above statements may claim a reasonable share of 
confidence, the following will be the result : 

nce of appropriati 

inbred ree ioe e } $12,000 

Do. do. at Bellevue, : é 20,000 

Two piers between Pike and Rutgers’ street, 20,000 
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Extension of pier at Rutgers’ slip with L, 12,500 
Pier at Watt street, < F 13,000 
Pier at Hammond street, f 3 13,000 


Corporation part of two bulkheads, one at Old 93.000 
Slip, and one at Coffee House Slip, ; ; 


Annual Repairs, é 3 10,000 
$102,500 


If, as before mentioned, the unexpended balances remain 
without any occasion for re-appropriation, it will of course 
subduct so much from this amount. : 

Lanps anp Praces. The sum of $10,000 is stated as 
being required for disbursement on the public lands and 
places, and will consist, 

1st. Of the pay to the keepers and persons employed in 
and about the several parks and battery, the purchase of 
trees and garden mould, and such incidentals as may be 
required, and it is supposed will need about $3,000 for this 
branch. 

9d. The side walks around Washington Square have never 
yet been flagged, although under the ordinances of the Com- 
mon Council, all the owners of all the surrounding lots have 
been compelled to lay their walks, and it is believed it will 
be necessary to flag these walks this year. The surface to 
be flagged is about 40,000 feet, and the flag stones will cost, 
including the laying, about twelve anda half cents per foot, 
and so will require about five thousand dollars. 

3d. A resolution has been offered in the Board of Alder- 
men by the Alderman of the Twelfth Ward, to lay the side 
walks of the paved part of the Bloomingdale Road from 14th 
to 17th street, through Union Square ; if this be done the 

surface to be covered with flags, will be about 20,000 feet, 
and will require about $2,000, as the flags used would not be 
as high priced as those which would be placed around Wash- 


ington Square. 
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This last work may not be required, as a difference exists 
as to the true construction of the law establishing Union 
Place, that is, whether the streets which have intersected it, 
retain their character of streets, and as such are to remain 
open, or whether being merged in Union Place, the Corpo- 
ration have a right to enclose any such parts thereof, as they 
may deem expedient. 


It is understood the above resolution has been offered with 
a view to bring this question to issue, and hence it is thought 
best to provide for defraying the expense of carrying the re- 
solution into effect. Should the Common Council pass it, 
if otherwise, and the amount should not be required, it would 
of course not be used. 


It is here proper to remark, that perhaps a much larger 
sum may be required for expenditure on the public lands 
and places, arising from the following causes : 


About three years since, when the question for the final 
regulation of that part of the city commonly called “ Stuy- 
vesant’s Meadows,” was about to be definitively settled, a 
square to consist of three blocks of ground and streets com- 
prising all the space between avenues A and B, and from 
"th to 10th street, and being equal in quantity to about 200 
lots of ground was projected, and among the reasons at that 
time offered why it should be adopted, one of the most pro- 
minent was, that by this means a place of deposit would be 
made to receive the refuse dirt, &c., from the streets of the 
lower part of the city, and so continue for a number of years, 
until gradually, the whole might be filled up to the level of 
the adjacent streets with little cost to the public, and at the 
same time a measure consummated, which would not only 
greatly lessen the immediate quantity of filling required, but 
also eventually benefit to a considerable distance the sur- 
rounding property. 


The project was favorably received and adopted by the 
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Corporation, and on their application, the necessary law was 
enacted by the Legislature, after which the Commissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment were appointed, who have now, 
as is understood, completed their valuations of the property 
to be taken, as well as their assessments on the property be- 
nefited, end as there are no buildings to be taken, no charge 
can be made against the Corporation for any part of the land. 


But meanwhile the ownership of the surrounding land has, 
in many instances changed, and it is very possible that the 
present owners may not be aware of the circumstances con- 
nected with the original formation of this project, or being so 
acquainted may not have the same views thereon, they may 
now not be disposed to wait the gradual operation of filling 
200 lots of ground from the offscouring of the streets in the 
lower parts of the city, or they may be disposed (and perhaps 
reasonably) to imagine that the accumulation of large quan- 
tities of refuse matter congregated in one mass is not very 
desirable or conducive to health. 


But more especially if these assessments are confirmed by 
the Supreme Court, as they probably willbe in the Spring, 
and the parties are called upon to pay them, and having done 
so, will they not apply to the Common Council to have the 
land filled up and enclosed and trees set out, &c., &c., as 
has been done with other public squares: what may be the 
result of such applications cannot now be foreseen, but that 
they will be made, appears very manifest ; hence it seems to 
be my duty to lay before you these matters for your judgment 
thereon ; and if this subject should take such a course, it 
would require a sum probably not less than $20,000 to fill 
up this land, and perhaps more. 


For the Expenditure on Roads, $25,000 is estimated, and 
will be as follows: 


There are on this island, exclusive of the paved parts of 
the streets and avenues, between forty-five and fifty miles of 
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open roads, which are to be worked and kept in repair, p r- 
tions of them to be gravelled where it can be had without 
encountering too great expense in carting, and in some parts 
which are very deep and sloughy in bad weather, it is indis- 
pensably necessary to face the road for short distances with 
broken stone ; this method has been pursued during the last 
year, and it is believed with much advantage, and it is thought 
that at least $10,000 will be required for this object. 


It is proper also to state that if the blasting and removing 
the rock from the Eighth Avenue should be determined on, 
(which appears probable,) $13,C00 is the amount estimated 
for that object alone, arising from the supposed quantity of 
rock to be removed ; but if there should happen to be more, 
which can only be determined by levels taken from time to 
time, as the work progresses, then something more will be 
required, and it is but prudent to allow $2,000 for such con- 
tingencies. 

For the charge against the public for one-third value of 
buildings taken in opening streets or widening streets, and 
assessments for the like purposes on lots and buildings belong- 
ing to the Corporation, $20,000 is stated as the probable 
amount required. 


Any amount stated for any such purposes must necessarily 
be contingent. 

It will be seen that projects are going on in respect of wi- 
dening Chatham street, Chapel street, Pine street and Beaver 
street, in which many buildings must be cut down, but how 
much the Commissioners may find it necessary to assess the _ 
public, is at present beyond any human ken; and if the 
scheme of widening William street, throughout nearly its 
whole length, and also opening it into Chatham street should 
be determined upon, perhaps a much larger sum may be ne- 
cessary. 
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The above sum is stated only because no larger amount 
has hitherto been charged against the public in any one year. 

For Street Expenses, which include the repairs to all in- 
tersections or crossings of streets throughout the city, and to 
all streets which are what are termed “ accepted,”—that is, 
which come under the operation of the law of 1824, and 
also the purchase of all curb, gutter, bridge and paving 
stones required, and also, the repairs to the streets in front. 
of all the public buildings belonging to the city, $40,000 is 
stated. 

This branch of the public service is rapidly increasing in 
expense, and from the operation of the law above mentioned, 
must necessarily continue to do so, until finally all the pave- 
ments of the streets of the city are to be kept in repair at 
the public charge. 

Since the date of the law, viz. the 22d November, 1824, 
there have been placed on the books of the Street Commis- 
sioner’s Office, as directed by the ordinance, three hundred 
and sixty-one streets and parts of streets, and being in length 
between forty-five and forty-six miles of pavement, and to 
which must also be added, all the intersections of streets, 
the heads of the public slips, and in front of the parks and 
buildings which the Corporation are charged with keeping 
in repair, and the inhabitants knowing this, are unceasing 
in their calls for repairs, besides the changes made by the 
ordinances of the year 1832, in relation to the dimensions of 
the curb and gutter and bridge stones used, have more than 
doubled the cost of them, and very properly so, as the cross 
sections of the stone now used contain more than twice the 
cubical content of those under the former regulations, and the 
alterations are manifiestly advantageous to the public: so, 
likewise, attempts have been made to procure better paving 
stone, both as to size and quality, than were formerly re- 
ceived, and in some considerable measure have succeeded. 
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I am persuaded the sum above mentioned will be neces- 
sary to defray the expenses which must be incurred under 
this head. 

Wexuis.—For Wells and Pumps, digging and building the 
same, and repairing wells, the sum of $6,000 is stated, and 
is based on the experience of former years, from which there 
does not appear any reason to depart. 

_ Very respectfully, 
GEORGE B. SMITH, 
Street Commissioner. 
T. J. Waters, Esq., Comptroller. 


ae as 
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(D.) 


Tallman J. Waters, Esq., Comptroller of the City of 


New York. 
Sir, 


Ihave consulted with several of the members of 
the Lamp and Gas Committee, and have come to the con- 
clusion that the probable expense of the Lamp Department 


will be 


For three hundred Gas Lamps complete for 


lighting, at $25 30, é : 5 


$7,590 


Cost of Gas the whole number, six months in 


the year, 
Do. for Lighting, 
Do. for repairs of Lamps, oy aiid Pines: 


918 
728 
150 


Two hundred Common Lamps ee at 


$8 25, 


1,650 


Cost of Oil the whole number, six Pi ee in 


the year, 
Do. for Lighting, : 
Do. Repairs of Lamps and Cait 
The present number of Lamps for year, 
Cost of Oil, 
Do. for Lighting, 
Do. Repairs Lamps and Pooks 
For Gas Lamps, present year, 
Cost of Gas, ‘ ; ; j 
Do. for Lighting, : é 
Do. Repairs of Lamps and Peas, 
For Lamps lost and condemned, 


Probable cost of Oil for Institution, 


Respectfully, 


J. SNETHEN, Supt. 


612 
A414 
300 


32,053 
21,648 
1,600 


2,341 
2,108 
400 
177 


$72,691 


3,440 





$76,131 


of Lamps. 


00 


00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
00 


77 
06 
00 


66 
64 
00 
75 


88 
00 


88 
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(E) 


New York, Dec. 28, 1833. 
Tallman J. Waters, Esq., Comptroller, 
Sir, 

The Commissioners of the Fire Department, 
estimate that it will require the following sums to be appro- 
priated by the Common Council, to meet the demands that 
will be made during the year 1834, against the departments ‘ 
hereafter enumerated, viz. 


Fire Department, . . ° $14,000 
Public Resevoir and Pipes, . 10,000 
Repairs and Supplies, . : ; 20,000 
Wells and Pumps, - . : . 4,000 


Respectfully, 
JACOB P. ROOME. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLII 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1834. 


The following Report from the Comptroller, on the resolution 
offered by Assistant Alderman J. A. Smith, relative to the 
assessment and collection of taxes, was ordered to be printed, 
under the direction of the Comptroller, and referred to the 


Finance Commitiee. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


In answering the call of the Board of Assistants, as per 
resolution hereunto annexed—“ That the Comptroller report 
to this Board, the evils and injustice which result from the 
present mode of assessing and collecting the tax upon per- 
sonal property in this city, and also the mode which in his 
opinion, will most effectually remove the said evils and in- 
justice” —the undersigned would respectfully state, that influ- 
enced by circumstances involving considerations of public 
policy, and pressed by the many other and indispensable 
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duties of his department, he has delayed this communication 
longer than it was his intention or expectation to have done 
when the call was made ; he has however bestowed upon the 
subject committed to him, his most attentive consideration, the 
result of which he now has the honor to lay before the Board. 

Although by the terms of the aforesaid resolution, real 
estate is not included in the inquiry, yet the intimate relation 
between real estate and personal estate in their valuation, for 
the purposes of taxation, will he trusts, sufficiently excuse the 
liberty taken, in embracing both descriptions of property 
in this report. 


By the provisions of the Revised Statutes, vol. 1, p. 388, 
§ 3, personal estate is defined thus : 

“The ‘terms ‘personal estate,’ and ‘ personal property,’ 
whenever they occur in this chapter, shall be construed to 
include all household furniture, monies, goods, chattels, debts 
due from solvent debtors, whether on account, contract, note, 
bond or mortgage; public stocks, and stocks in monied 
corporations. They shall also be construed to include such 
portion of the capital of incorporated companies liable to 
taxation on their capital, as shall not be invested in real 
estate :” and by the same statutes, vol. 1, p. 389, § 5, it is 
declared that ‘‘ Every person shall be assessed in the town or 
ward where he resides when the assessment is made, for all 
personal estate owned by him, including all such personal 
estate in his possession or under his control as trustee, guar- 
dian, executor or administrator; and in no case shall property 
so held under either of these trusts, be assessed against any 
other person.” 


In his annual report for the year 1831, with special refer- 
ence to the bearing of this law upon the tax lists of our city, 
the Comptroller introduced the subject to the notice of the 
Common Council, in the words following, viz: ‘ With re- 
gard to personal estate, it can hardly be doubted by any 
person acquainted with the main business sections of this 
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city, and at all familiar with the tax lists, but that a large 
amount of capital is actively employed, which contributes no- 
thing to the support of the public burdens, while the property 
controlled by its means, participates in all the advantages of 
our city as a mart for business, and shares also in the protec- 
tion and security afforded by our heavy expenditures for the 
watch, lamp, police and criminal court establishments, and 
the various other expenses to which a city government is ne- 
cessarily liable. At present this subject rests entirely with 
the assessors, on whom it is incumbent to make the most 
rigid and particular inquiries, while progressing with their 
assessments; and it is hoped that in another year the tax 
rolls will contain evidence of their increased efforts. There 
is however, a portion of our business population that must una- 
voidably escape enrolment on our lists, from ihe circumstance of 
their residing in an adjoining county ; a fact which may yet be- 4 
come of some interest to our city generally, but more especially so 
to the upper districts ; it is therefore thought worthy of notice in the 
present communication from this department,” and the opinions 
therein expressed have been fully confirmed by subsequent 
circumstances : so far as relates to the amount of unassessed 
property generally, the great increase in the assessment lists 
of the year 1833, speaks conclusively—but the evil is only 
abated, it is not yet remedied ; the assessors have doubtless 
been much aided by the law of April 27th, 1833, which author- 
ises the free inspection of the books of the Register, in which 
mortgages and contracts for the sale of land are recorded, and 
the inspection of all unrecorded mortgages and contracts ; 
but, as the records of this county are so voluminous and ex- 
tensive, it is believed that a thorough search would require 
more time than the assessors could at all spare from their 
other duties ; and, therefore, that the aid afforded by the said 
law must fall short of its intention, so far as this county is 
concerned : but further, suppose the intentions of said law to 
be fully realized—according to its first section, they extend 
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only to “debts owing by inhabitants of this state to persons 
not residing therein, for the purchase of any real estate, or 
secured by a mortgage on real estate :” consequently all the 
other descriptions of personal property remain as before, sub- 
ject to the mere conjecture or guessing of the assessors, for 
with some few exceptions of personal knowledge or direct 
information, by affidavit or otherwise, they are left with- 
out other guide than that of common report; the result 
is that those who are over assessed. obtain relief either 
from the assessor or the Common Council; those who are 
not assessed to the full amount of their personal estate, avoid 
the payment of their just proportion of taxes, and those who 
escape enrolment, avoid any contribution to the maintenance 
of the city government,—and these two last classes are be- 
lieved to be very great, both in number and amount. The 
lists of 1833, compared with those of former years, furnish 
incontestible evidence that many persons have heretofore been 
estimated very far below the true amount, some of whom, it 
is quite probable, have now been reached to the full extent 
of their taxable personal estate ; and while this fact, in itself, 
furnishes no just cause of complaint, yet, if there are others 
who have escaped, either partially or wholly, as is beyond all 
question the case, the injustice is manifest, for the first most 
certainly pays not only his own just proportion, but also, the 
partial or entire deficiencies, as the case may be, of the two 
last. : 

With regard to the second branch of the remarks previous- 
ly quoted, (relative to non-residents,) the Comptroller is of 
opinion that the subject has not only become one of interest 
to the city generally, but is likely to become a grievance 
of considerable magnitude, unless prevented by a timely ap- 
plied corrective. From the want of statistical information as 
to the number and wealth of persons whose business residenceis 
in this city, but whose family residence is without the county, 


' and who thereby escape enrolment on our tax lists, the Comp | 


troller is obliged to draw his conclusions from such premises 
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his own observation and the present state of things seem to 
furnish ; and although the extent of the evil cannot at pre- 
sent be shown, yet he thinks that its existence will be made 
manifest in a short retrospect of the past, and a_ brief con- 
sideration of the present and prospective circumstances of 
our nearest neighbors, as bearing upon the question in 
hand. 


The efforts that have been made within the last few years 
to increase the means of intercourse between the town of 
Brooklyn and the city of New York, are doubless within the 
recollection of many, if not of most of the members of the 
Common Council, and it may serve our present purpose to 
bring again to mind, by whom those efforts were principally 
made ; the nature of the application to the Common Coun- 
cil and the object to have been attained by its success. The 
minutes and documents of the Common Council will show 
the names of the applicants; and the records of King’s 
county, I apprehend, will certify them to have been (as 
they were generally reputed to be at the time) persons great- 
ly interested in the land speculations of the day, and in the 
vicinity of the proposed starting point of communication with 
New York. The application was fora ferry from the foot 
of Jeroleman street, (or thereabout,) on Long Island, to Old 
slip in New York, and back: was it for the accommodation 
of a greatly increased trade with the interior of the island? 
Certainly not, for the facts of the case were then, and still 
continue opposed to such a supposition. Was it for the 
greater convenience and henefit of persons from the interior 
of the island, bringing their products to our market? That 
surely could not be, for by availing themselves of the pro- 
posed ferry, they would have avoided a market in the densely 
settled part of Brooklyn, and a main market on this side, at 
which they had been accustomed to make a ready and advan- 
tageous disposal of their produce, to arrive at a market that 

30 
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was almost nominal compared with the others. But its desigit 
was, and was so avowed at the time, (if my memory be faith- 
ful,) to provide for the convenient transportation of passengers 
principally ; and the population of that vicinity was then so 
sparse, that the measure could be interpreted only as a scheme 
for private benefit, to draw residents from that portion of our 
‘population transacting business in the neighborhood of 
‘ the contemplated landing place at Old slip, presenting as 
inducments to such location, the facility of direct intercourse 
with the main seat or centre of business, cheaper rents for 
family residence, less amount if not entire exemption from 
pe:sonal tax, and superadded thereto, the advantage of the 
rise of property that must almost necessarily result from the in- 
crease of inhabitants : but during the pendency of the applica- 
tion the Fulton street Ferry Company interposed their claims, 
to such exclusive privileges, under the covenants of the exist- 
ing lease, as seemed to render it inexpedient to grant the 
prayer of the petitioners at that time. Since then, however, 
great alterations have been made at Brooklyn, by the opening 
of new streets, and the erection of buildings; the improve- 
ments extending, in some instances, even beyond the limits 
claimed by the Fulton street Company ; it therefore seems 
befitting that inquiry should be made, how our own city 
interests are, and probably will be affected thereby, under 
the existing laws relative to the taxation of personal pro- 
perty. A personal examination of that section of Brooklyn 
which lies southerly of the main street or road, will certify 
the great mass of buildings to be dwelling houses, generally 
good, and in very many instances, far above mediocrity. 


Now, in a place of such extensive accommodations for 
dwelling, it seems but reasonable to look for a corresponding 
business whence their support may be drawn; but a search 
at Brooklyn, I apprehend, would terminate in disappointment, 
for (excepting the trade for local supplies) it is, in a com- 
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mercial point of view, rather a place of storage and deposit of 
the bulkier articles of merchandise, than one of trade and 
commerce, either foreign or domestic ; hence we are led to 
the conclusion justified by the facts of the case: viz., that 
the said dwelling houses are and will probably continue to be 
the residences in many, if not most instances, (in the section 
before named) of persons whose business transactions are 
conducted principally or wholly within the precincts of our 
city ; and if my information be correct, generally engaged in 
commerce, and a very considerable number of them dealers / 
in the more valuable commodities of trade. 

Now, until the nature of man shall be changed, wealth 
will require guardianship and protection, and especially that 
description of property which is most liable to depredation 
and abstraction from its owner’s possession: and wherever 
there is the greatest accumulation of such property, there will 
most likely be the greatest number and the most adroit depre- 
dators, and consequently the most efficient measures required 
to ensure protection ; in accordance with such views, our 
City Government, faithful to its trust in providing for the 
safety of the immense amount of property constantly within 
its jurisdictional limits, sustains the watch, lamp, and fire de- 
partments, and also the police and criminal court establish- 
ments, by an annual expenditure of money, exceeding in 
amount the disbursements of several of the state govern- 
ments; and in the benefits thus procured, these very non- 
residents before referred to, participate as directly to the ea- 
tent of the property they own or control in this city, as do our 
own citizens who alone are called upon to pay the whole tax 
therefor. 

The same goal may be reached by a shorter route, which 
for the sake of greater perspicuity will also be stated: we 
have only to admit what is incontrovertibly the fact under 
the existing laws, that a man who does not reside here, can- 
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not be assessed and taxed here upon his personal estates ; 
and there being no law to prevent, he may here permanently 
transact whatever business he chooses, and to the full extent 
of his means, entirely free from public charge ; therefore it 
is but to give latitude to the operation of the principle, and 
the opposite shores may be settled with a dense population, 
who will come over to this city in the morning, pursue their 
several avocations, accumulate wealth, and at evening retire, 
not only free from any city charge, but also in the very com- 
fortable assurance that their wealth is protected absolutely at 
our expense. And this, it will be recollected, is in addition 
to their general participation in all the peculiarly great ad- 
vantages of our city for the purposes of commerce, increased 
in its facilities by very heavy annual expenditures for the 
building and upholding of wharves and piers; and for the 
paving, repairing and cleaning of the streets used principally 
for the transportation of merchandise ; and indeed by every 
other expense incidental to it as a place of great commerce, 
Tt is in addition also, to the services of our citizens contribu- 
ting to their advantage ; for example, in cases of fire, on 
whose services do or can they rely to prevent the devastation 
of their property here, but on those of cur firemen, who are 
ever on the alert to perform their always laborious and often-. 
times dangerous duties ? 


Again, if in the course of their business transactions, 
causes of litigation arise, (and it can hardly be supposed 
otherwise,) where are they placed for settlement, but in our 
courts: and on whom then do, or can they call to adjust the 
matters in difference, but on our jurymen? Here then are 
duties also which they avoid, and to which our own citizens 
are liable, duties frequently involving danger and great labor, 
and always a considerable sacrifice of time, and for all these 
benefits, these non-residents make no return, neither can 
they be compelled to make any, under the existing laws rela- 
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tive to taxation: thus the existence of the evil is believed to 
be fully demonstrated ; and that it is not likely to be dimi- 
nished through their instrumentality, it is presumed, may be 
reasonably inferred from the negociation now on foot, for two 
additional boats on the Fulton street Ferry, to be used for 
passengers exclusively. 

But further, may not such a state of things tend to create 
a community of interest between the owners of property and 
others on the opposite shores and those on the extreme point 
of our island, distinct from and measurably disadvantageous 
to the upper districts of our city? Nay, has it not already 
had some influence in effecting what has been familiarly 
called the concentration of business, further towards the south- 
western extremity of the island than might reasonably be 
deemed central, and more convenient for the major part of 
our resident population? If so, it is apprehended that it will 
want but the opportunity for full effect to afford another 
demonstration of the truth of the doctrine, that ‘“‘ Wealth is 
power.” 

The original objection may be urged with equal propriety 
against all that description of our business population, whose 
residence is without the county ; but its force is greatest as 
regards Brooklyn, both from the peculiar locality of the 
place and the means of intercourse: the Comptroller has 
therefore, selected that place for the illustration of his views ; 
and because as he conceives she already affords indubitable 
evidence of their correctness, and further, because though 
not at maturity, she is sufficiently advanced to have made by 
her public acts, such developments of her policy as to justify 
the conclusion that it will continue to be for her own aggran- 
disement, though it be somewhat at our expense. 

In relation to the valuation of real estate, the rule pre- 
scribed ‘by the Revised Statutes, vol. 1, p. 293, §17, is, that 
* all real and personal estate, liable to taxation, the value of 
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which shall not have been specified by the affidavit of the per- 

son taxed, shall be estimated by the assessors at its full value, 

as they would apprise the same in payment of a just debt 

due from a solvent debtor.” Hence it is obvious that real 

estate (except in the cases so sworn to,) is left entirely with 

the judgment of the assessors, guided, perhaps, in some few. 
instances by occasional sales ; for unless misinformed as to 

the practice on the subject, the revenue derived therefrom, 
has not, heretofore, formed even a part of the data of the 
estimate : it is consequently subject to the various, and often- 
times greatly conflicting opinions of the relative value enter- 
tained by the several assessors; and the result has been, that 
the appraisement might, with equal fitness, have been term- 
ed a conjecture, for numerous instances have occured where 
property has been assessed at sums very far below the prices 
for which the same was actually sold and that too within 
short periods either before or after such appraisement, while 
no instance is within my recollection of a sale effected ata 
price less than the estimate of the assessors ; and as every 
departure from the true and proper value must, of necessity, 
work injustice, the very great liability to such errors, arising 
from the fallibility of human judgement, it is conceived forms 
of itself a valid objection to the existing mode of valuing real 
estate for the purpose of taxation. 

In answering the call as to the collection of the taxes, I 
feel bound to say that they are not made with the prompti- 
tude which the public interest requires, and the public have 
a right to expect from the number of persons employed to 
perform the duty ; and in conformation thereof, beg leave 
to state the following facts. 

In conformity with the provisions of the law, for many 
years past the tax books have been prepared and ready for 
delivery on the first day of October in each year ; the collec- 
tions during the months of October, November, and De- 
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tember, (although months of active business,) have seldom 
equalled one-fifth of the whole tax, leaving about four-fifths to 
be collected during the three months from the first of Jan- 
uary, a task hitherto unaccomplished: and the collectors 
instead of settling up their accounts, and making their final 
returns, according to law, on the first day of April, have 
annually sought an extension of time beyond the legal allow- 
ance: and for several years past, more money has been paid 
in after the expiration of the legal time, than was paid in dur- 
ing the first three months of collection, and, as a necessary 
consequence of such delay, the Corporation have been obli- 
ged to pay interest on the loans made in anticipation of the 
revenue for several months longer than was just and equita- 
ble, either as regards the City Treasury or the individuals 
who had promptly met the demands for payments, for the 
latter in addition, have been obliged to contribute towards 
the payment of the excess of interest, equally with those who 
had been long indulged, although this may not be very bur- 
densome, yet it is certainly grievous. 


Annexed hereunto, is a tabular statement of the payments 
made by the collectors to the Treasurer, for the taxes of 
1831 and 1832, showing the whole amount paid in by each 
collector, up to the first day of each month, and continued to 
the first day of May, in each year; by referring to said state- 
ment, it will be seen that in a number of cases, several 
months elapsed in which the payments (compared with the 
amount of tax rolls,) were almost nominal, and in some 
cases not a single payment was made for several months, 
and then, payments to a large amount, made from very small 
gatherings, and at the season of the year too, when money 
_-is not in the freest circulation ; hence it appears but reason- 
able to infer, that in some cases at least, private convenience 
has been more consulted than the public interest ; and also, 
the collectors have either been very remiss or unfortunate in 
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their efforts during the first three months of the time, or else, 
that their subsequent labors have been remarkably diligent 
and proportionately successful. 


In furtherance of the success of their applications for ex- 
tension of time to complete their collections and make their 
final returns, the collectors have (it may be said with great 
uniformity) alleged the impracticability of performing their 
duties within the time prescribed by law ; and this allegation, 
confirmed by the actual delay, in my mind argues so strongly 
against the efficiency of our present mode of collection, as to 
be entirely conclusive, when taken in connexion with what 
is actually done by other cities of the Union. Besides, by 
our system an unnecessary number of persons are employed, 
and at a needlessly great expense, as I hope to show ; for 
which purpose I will name the city of Boston, because pos- 
sessed of positive information as to that place, in this particu- 
lar ; in that city there is raised by tax about three hundred 
thousand dollars, the whole of which except the mere glean- 
ings, is received into their Treasury by the agency of one 
person, with such occasional assistance as he may require, 
in less than two months from the issuing of the notices or 
bills, and at an expense of about three thousand dollars, cer- 
tainly not much exceeding that sum. While here, to raise or- 
dinarily about twice the amount of tax, there is employed one 
person in each Ward, whose aggregate compensations 
amounted to the sum of fifteen thousand seven hundred dol- 
lars, for the tax of 1831—and to the sum of seventeen thou- 
sand two hundred dollars, for the tax of 1832, not one of 
whom take less time than six months, most of them eight, and 
some of them ten months to complete their collections. Now 
from such facts, the conclusion seems not only natural but ir- 
resistible, that we employ more persons at a greater expense, 
who occupy much longer time than is at all necessary for 
the accomplishment of the work ; for to my mind, there is 
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no conceivable cause why what is actually done in Boston, 
in relation to this subject, may not be as well done in New 
York, if the necessary provision be made by law, and its ex- 
ecution entrusted to persons properly qualified by business 
capacity and habits to carry the same into effect. Again, in- 
stead of being within the same year, in the receipt of taxes 
sufficient to pay off all the bonds issued for temporary loans, 
(made in anticipation of those taxes,) and having an amount 
on deposit drawing an interest to meet (in part at least,) that 
which accrues on these anticipations the Corporation are an- 
nually compelled to add to the tax an amount sufficient to 
cover the interest accrued by reason of the delay before-men- 
tioned: this, then, it is apprehended, may be justly esteemed 
another evil of our system. 

Having set forth the evils and injustice of the present 
mode of assessing and collecting the taxes, as clearly and 
briefly as. he could, it is now incumbent on him to propose 
such a plan as seems to him will most effectually remedy the 
same, and with that view, the Comptroller would respectfully 
suggest for the consideration of the Common Council, that 
all real estate from which a revenue is derived, should be as- 
sessed upon one general principle, according to its product; 
for example, suppose the Board of Assessors should decide 
it as their opinion, that to pay the various charges to which 
real estate is subject, and yield a reasonable interest on the 
investment to the owner, the gross revenue ought to be ten 
per cent. per annum: take that decision as a guide, and the 
property producing a gross income of one hundred dollars 
would then be valued at one thousand dollars, and so in pro- 
portion for greater or less sums. If it be objected to this 
mode, that it would not apply to all the real estate of the 
city and county, it is readily conceded that it would not; but 
it might and most probably would have the effect of equalizing 
the taxes on that portion of the real estate occupied by others 
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than the owners thereof, (which is doubtless by far the 
greatest in amount,) while it would form no impediment to a 
correct estimate of sueh property as may be in the occupancy 
of its owner ; nor of sueb as may be improved, but unoccu- 
pied : inasmuch as an assessor could as easily, if not more 
so, satisfy himself what a house or store would rent for, as 
what it would sell for: and so far as relates to unimproved 
and vacant property, that would continue to be precisely 
where it now is, with the judgment of the assessors. 


Again, if it be said that although unimproved lots and va- 
eant lands yield none, or but a trifling annual revenue, yet, 
‘that the owners thereof are virtually deriving a full interest 
on their investments, by reason of the rise in value of such 
property, within the immediate suburbs of the city particu- 
larly, and throughout the island generally: and that therefore, 
the income principle of valuation could not equitably be ap- 
plied to such estate ; that inapplicability is admitted, and for 
the reasons herein set forth no change is proposed in relation 
to this deseription of estate : so that if such property should 
not be estimated at its proper value, the fact could be 
attributed only to error of judgment on the part of the asses- 
sors: but inasmuch as unimproved property cannot by possi- 
bility participate in the benefits procured by taxation, so fully 
as improved property does, the assessors would seem to be 
bound to pursue a liberal course of assessment towards the 
owners of unimproved real estate. 


In the assessment of personal property the same object is 
proposed for attainment, viz. equal taxation: and it is but 
just to presume that all our citizens are willing to contribute 
in proportion to the amount of property they may hold that 
is legally liable to be taxed. In order more effectually to 
accomplish the end contemplated, it is requisite that the as- 
sessment rolls should contain as far as practicable, accurate 
estimates of all the personal estates legally liable to taxation 
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within our limits: and to ensure such estimates, the Comp- 
troller respectfully proposes that it shall be made the im- 
perative duty of every individual to make a return of the 
amount of personal estate which he, she or they may hold 
and be subject to taxation on a certain day, to be specified 
by law, such return to be made to the assessors of their re- 
spective Wards, or to such other persons and at such place 
as may be designated, and within a given period, also to be 
fixed by law, that said returns shall be made for the fulé 
amount so held on such certain day, under the penalty of 
having the tax quadrupled in any and every case of omission 
that may be ascertained : and for the better securing of a 
full and complete list, it is suggested that there should be 
kept at some public office, a register of the names and sums 
as the same shall be returned ; which register, for the great- 
er convenience of inquiry, should be arranged alphabetically, 
and be subject to inspection during all the hours of business, 
to the end that any apparent omission might be promptly 
tested on proper representation. 

If the objection be raised that the foregoing proposition is 
too inquisitorial in its demands, it is thought to be fully and 
satisfactorily aswered, by stating the fact, that under the pres- 
ent law, the assessors not only possess, but do actually, and 
in their discretion, exercise the power vested in them, of re- 
quiring an affidavit or affirmation of the value of personal 
property: and further, that such instances within the past 
year have been pretty numerous: so that in truth no more 
is sought for now, than could have been required for many 
years past, had it been practicable for the assessors to have 
performed the task of ascertaining and testing all the parties 
liable to assessment. 

With the view of reaching those who permanently transact 
their business in this city, but reside without the county, and 
have thereby hitherto escaped enrolment here, it is pro- 
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posed that every person having a business location in the city 
of New York, shall be registered and assessed at his, her or 
their place of business, and that all others shall be assessed 
as now, at their place of residence. 

That there is nothing novel in the pinhenpte of the foregoing 
propositions, will readily be perceived by reference to the 
Revised Statutes, vol. 1, p. 389, art. 1, “Of the place in 
which property is to be assessed,” section 6, which requires 
“that all the personal estate of every incorporated company, 
liable to ‘taxation on its capital, shall be assessed in the town 
or ward where the principal office, or place for transacting 
the financial concerns of the company shall be, &c.” and p. 
Al4, title 4, section 2, by which “the president, cashier, secre- 
tary, treasurer, or other proper officer,” is required to “make 
and deliver to the assessors or one of them, of the town or 
ward in which such company is liable to be taxed, a written 
statement, containing certain specifications as prescribed by 
law :? so that the principle has already been legally adopted 
and in operation for several years : and all that is now pro- 
posed is, that it shall be applied to individuals as well as com- 
panies, with as little embarrassment in its details as might be 
consistent with a faithful effectuation of the intentions of the 
law. 


Asa remedy for the evils attendant on the present mode 
of collecting the taxes ordered to be raised, the Comptrol- 
ler would respectfully propose the establishment of a gene- 
ral receiving or tax office ; through which the whole busi- 
ness of taxation should be managed. The duty of the in- 
cumbent should be to provide the books, &c., for the asses- 
sors, and at the time appointed, give public notice in all the 
newspapers employed by the Corporation, that the assessors 
are about commencing their duties, and that the returns of 
personal estate would be received by them, (at the places 
to be designated) or by the incumbent of the tax office, where 
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the same should be registered forthwith on receipt: and on 
the return of the books by the assessors, after they shall have 
completed their assessments, it should be his duty to prepare 
the same for the action of the supervisors, and immediately 
after they shall have confirmed the assessments, and decided 
upon the sums to be raised, it shall be his duty to have the 
said books completed for collection ; and as soon as finished 
to give public notice in all the public newspapers employed 
by the Corporation, of bis readiness to receive the taxes ; 
which notice shall be continued for at Jeast six weeks; and 
the said incumbent or his deputies shall be continually there, 
and ready to receive such payments as may be offered during 
the business hours of said office, which, for the convenience 
of the public, shall be from nine o’clock in the morning until 
five o’clock in the afternoon, daily, (Sundays excepted.) It 
is also proposed that it shall be made by law the duty of the 
tax payers, either personally or by their agents, to pay their — 
dues at said office; and, to urge a prompt payment of the 
same, it is suggested that the law should provide for the 
addition of a per centage upon all sums not paid within two 
months ; which per centage should be increased on the first 
day of each succeeding month, and the amount so charged 
and collected, should be carried to the credit of the Wards 
respectively, in each succeeding tax, so that those who take 
extra time, may do so at their own expense, the rate to be 
fixed as follows, viz: 


After two months one per cent shall be added, 


do. three do. two do. do. 
do. four do. three do. do. 
do. five do. four do. do. 


After six months, fourteen per cent per annum—to 
commence with the date of the public notice or advertisement 
of their readiness to receive the tax, each and every day’s 
collections to be deposited in such bank and at such time as 
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the Common Council may designate ; and the incumbents 
of said office to be appointed by and be under the entire con- 
trol of the Common Council to whom they shall give suffi- 
cient surety for the faithful performance of their duties. 


Under the provisions above named, it is believed that two 
or at most, three persons, of good business capacity and 
habits, would accomplish the collections in far less time, at 
much less cost, and, after a year or two, much more to the 
satisfaction of the community than it is now done ; certainly 
to those persons interested in real estate, as it will enable 
them to ascertain, at all times, and with little trouble, the 
state of those liens on their property, and will very much 
facilitate inquiries in relation to transfers of property. 


All which is respectfully submitted, by 


T. J. WATERS, 
Compiroller. 
New York February 10, 1834. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 17, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee, to whom was referred a Report - 
from a Commitiee of the Board of Aldermen, on the petition of 
John Leveridge, Esq., relative to the claim of the sureties of 
Joshua Mersereau. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a Report 
from a Committee of the Board of Aldermen, on the petition 
of John Leveridge, Esq., relative to the claim of the sureties 
of Joshua Mersereau, 


REPORT, 


That the transaction to which the aforesaid subject relates, 

occurred in the year 1826, when one William Curran, the 

master of the brig Irene, from Cork in Ireland, landed cer- 
37 
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tain alien passengers, in violation of the laws of this state ; 
and process being issued against Captain Curran, Mr. Mer- 
sereau, the Sheriff of Richmond county, was directed to serve 
it, Curran was accordingly taken into custody and brought 
to this city, the process having been served on him while on 
board his vessel, then laying in the stream between Staten 
Island and New Jersey. The authorities of New Jersey 
viewing this as a violation of their jurisdiction, issued process 
against Mersereau, who was compelled to enter into bail for 
his appearance. The suit, it now appears, has been prose- 
cuted to judgment, and the property of Mersereau’s sureties 
has been levied upon and will be sold, unless the money is 
forthwith provided for satisfying the said judgment. The 
prosecution having been ordered by the corporate authori- 
ties of this city, and as the Committee are informed, indem- 
nity guaranteed to the officer, it is but just that the judgment 
against his sureties should be satisfied, and the Committee 
therefore propose a concurrence in the following resolution 
passed by the Board of Aldermen : 


Resolved, That the Comptroller draw his Warrant in favor 
of John Leveridge, Esq., for the amount so due upon the 
judgment above mentioned, against the estate of Haste P. 
Cathell, and for the full satisfaction thereof; and that Mr. 
Leveridge return and file with the Comptroller, the proper 
acquittance for the payment thereof. 


Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 17, 1834. 


Report of the Committee on Laws, §c. to whom was referred the 
following resolution respecting Tavern and Excise Licenses in 


this city. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





Resolved, That application be made to the Legislature, 
during the present session thereof, for the passage of a law 
to vest the power of granting Tavern and Excise Licenses in 
the city of New York, in a Board of Commissioners to be 
appointed for that purpose, instead of the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Assistants, as is now provided by law. 

The Committee on Laws, &c., to whom the annexed re- 
solution was offered, beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That although objections may exist as to the manner in which 
licenses are at present granted to grocers, yet no mode, it is 
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conceived, can be adopted, with which some fault may not 
be found. The Committee therefore, being unable to see any 
sufficient good as likely to result from a change, recommend 
the following resolution : 
Resolved, That it is not expedient to adopt any measure in 
relation to the licensing of grocers. 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JAMES FERRIS. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 17, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee, to whom was referred a Report 
of a Committee of the Board of Aldermen, on the petitions of 
Dudley Selden, Charles Dusenberry, and Patrick Smith. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a Report 
of a Committee of the Board of Aldermen, on the petition of 
Dudley Selden, demanding the amount awarded him for 
closing Amity Lane ; also the petitions of Charles Dusen- 
berry, and Patrick Smith, praying that the awards for injury 
to their property by closing said lane may be paid, 


REPORT, 


That on the 9th day of August, 1833, the Report of the 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment for closing Amity 
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lane, was confirmed by the Supreme Court; and on the 
17th day of December of the same year, a resolution was 
adopted by the Common Council, postponing the closing of 
said lane until the first day of May, 1834. 

By an act of the Legislature, passed the 20th of April, 
1818, the Corporation are authorised to apply to the Su- 
preme Court, for the appointment of Commissioners to esti- 
mate the damage in closing any street, lane, or alley, and 
converting the same to the use of the Corporation, and on 
the report of said Commissioners being confirmed by the 
Supreme Court, it shall be final and conclusive, as well upon 
the said Corporation as upon the persons interested in, and 
entitled to, the lands and premises mentioned in said report, 
and upon all other persons whomsoever ; and the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, shall 
become, and be seized in fee simple absolute, of all such 
streets, roads, lanes and alleys, or parts of such roads, lanes 
and alleys, as they may pray to have closed, in the applica- 
tion for that purpose ; and therefore, the said Mayor, Alder- 
men and Commonalty, or any person or persons acting un- 
der their authority, may at any time or times thereafter, take 
the sole and exclusive possession of the same. 


By the aforesaid act however, the Corporation are bound 
to pay within four months after the confirmation of the re- 
port, to the respective persons and parties mentioned in it, 
the respective sums estimated and reported in their favor, 
and in neglect, or default of payment, the persons interested, 
at any time after application first made to the Common Coun- 
cil for payment thereof, may sue and recover the same, with 
lawful interest, from and after the said application therefore, 
with costs of suit, in proper form of action against the Cor- 
poration. (40 sess. p. 201.) 


Your Committee had two objects in view, in thus stating 
briefly the substance of the act under which the Corporation 
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are authorised to close streets, lanes or alleys, viz. Ist, To 
show that, although the Common Council may postpone the 
closing of any such street, lane or alley, they cannot delay 
the payment of the awards beyond the four months after con- 
firmation of the report of the Commissioners. And 2d, That 
on the confirmation of said report by the Supreme Court, 
the Corporation, by the terms of said act, is vested in fee 
simple absolute, of all the lanes, streets or alleys so closed. 


By an act also passed on the 20th of April, 1818, the Cor- 
poration are authorised to suspend the opening or enlarging 
any street for such time as they shall think proper, not ex- 
ceeding fifteen months in the whole, after the confirmation 
of the report of the Commissioners, and they are not required 
to pay any of the awards until the expiration of four months 
after the time they shall direct the improvement to be carried 
into effect. (40 sess. 196.) 


This act however, has no relation to the closing of streets, 
and therefore, the awards to those damaged by closing Amity 
lane, must be paid in accordance with the provisions of the 
first named act, together with lawful interest from the date 
of the application made to the Common Council for such 
payment. 


In the foregoing conclusion your Committee and the Com- 
mittee of the Board of Aldermen concur ; and also that the 
street ought to be closed on the first day of May next; but 
your Committee are unable to concur with the other Board, 
that such parts of said lane to the centre thereof, as shall 
join each lot fronting on said lane, shall be appraised by 
Commissioners, and that the parts of said lane thus appraised, 
shall be transferred to the owners of the lots adjoining them, 
if the owners will purchase them at the appraised value; and 
if any of such owners shall refuse such purchase, then that 
part of the said lane fronting on, and adjoining their lot, shall 
be sold at public auction. 
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The objections in the view of your Committee, to the 
scheme proposed by the Board of Aldermen, are, that it is 
not equitable, or in accordance with the spirit of the statute. 


It ‘is not equitable, because it gives an advantage to the 
owners of the lots fronting on the lane, not allowed other 
citizens, although it may be at the public cost. They are to 
take such parts of the lane as they shall deem to their ad- 
vantage, and may reject such as may be considered otherwise. 
The pieces of the most value, therefore, in proportion to the 
appraisement, will be readily selected, and the Corporation 
will be left in possession of others of little or no value, and 
thus the city will sustain a loss, contrary to the spirit and true 
intent of the statute. 


Amity lane extends from Broadway to Sullivan street, pass- 
ing Mercer, Greene, Wooster, Laurens, and Thompson 
streets. There is therefore, twenty-four corners; the pro- 
ptietors of the land composing which, would very probably 
take that part of the lane adjoining their lots at the appraise- 
ment, but there are eighteen or twenty lots or pieces of land, 
fronting on said lane, and laying insulated between the said 
streets, which will be cut off from a passage to or from them, 
except over the land of other owners. The worth of such 
parts of the lane therefore, will be of little or no value to the 
owners of the lots adjoining it, and will no doubt be left on 
the hands of the Corporation, should the scheme recom- 
mended by the Board of Aldermen be adopted. 


The assessment for damages, amounts in the aggregate, to 
$62,232, and was no doubt intended by the Commissioners, 
as a full remuneration for the loss that would be sustained 
by the owners of the land fronting on the lane ; and as an 
equivalent for the sum thus assessed on the Corporation, the 
act of the Legislature conveys to them the ground comprising 
the lane, from the sale of which, they are to be remunerated 
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for the money paid the persons to whom the Commissioners 
have awarded it for damage done them. 

By a map of Amity lane in the office of the Street Com- 
missioner, the land thus conveyed to the Corporation, ap- 
pears to comprise twenty-four lots of 25 feet 10 inches, front 
and rear, and 104 feet in depth; and in order to repay to 
the City Treasury the amount of the awards, with interest 
and expenses, these lots ought to bring, on an average, about 
$3,000 each ; which fact confirms your Committee in the 
opinion, that the owners of the land fronting on said lane, 
have been fully remunerated by the Commissioners for the 
loss they will sustain by the closing of it; and therefore, 
have no reason to complain if the land shall be sold to those 
who will pay the most for it. By the sale of the land in full 
lots also, there seems to be much equity, as an opportunity 
will be afforded those owning the insulated pieces of ground, 
to purchase a passage way to one of the streets, from which 
they will be totally excluded if the scheme of the Board of 
Aldermen is adopted. 

Your Committee presume however, that the Corporation 
have no wish to obtain any greater sum for the land compris- 
ing Amity lane, than what they shall expend in the effecting 
of the improvement by closing it, and therefore, should the 
proprietors of the lots fronting on it, devise any means among 
themselves for remunerating the Corporation, and which may 
be satisfactory to the parties concerned, there could be no 
objection in the opinion of your Committee, to conveying to 
them the land in such portions as they may agree upon; but 
it should not be expected by any, if the Corporation incur the 
risk of loss by the sale of the land to the highest bidder, and 
if, under the circumstances, there should happen to be a 
gain, that they are bound to relinquish it. 

The Committee recommend a concurrence with the Board 
of Aldermen, in their resolutions directing the payment of 
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the awards to the petitioners, and the closing of the lane on 
first day of May next, and that so much of the report as re- 
lates to the sale of the ground composing the said lane, be 
referred to the Finance Committee of both Boards, as a Joint 
Committee, with power. 


The following resolutions are accordingly proposed : 

Resolved, That the Street Commissioner pay the amount 
due on the awards of the Commissioners of Estimate and 
Assessment, for damage in closing Amity lane, to the lots of 
Dudley Selden, Charles Dusenberry, and Patrick Smith, to 
the person or persons entitled to receive the same, upon pro- 
ducing to him the proofs and vouchers usually required in 
such cases, and that he also pay the interest thereon, to be 
calculated from the day on which the application was made 
to the Common Council for payment of said awards. 


Resolved, That Amity lane shall be finally closed on the 
first day of May, 1834, and the awards for damage paid. 
Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen concur,) That the sub- 
ject of disposing of the land comprising Amity lane, be refer- 
red to the Committees on Finance of the two Boards, with 
power. 
Respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN ALLEN, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1834. 


Report of the Joint Committee on Finance of the two Boards, on 
the Resolution on the subject of Ways and Means for paying 


for Market Ground. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





Resolved, That so much of the report of the Market Com- 
mittee, relative to the extension of the Essex, Grand street, 
and Centre Markets, and the taking of a piece of ground in 
the Eleventh Ward for a Market place, as have reference to 
the amount of money to be expended, be referred to the 
Committee on Finance of the two Boards, as a Joint Com- 
mittee, with instructions to consider and report the ways and 
means for providing the amount necessary to effect the ob- 
ject of such extension. 

Adopted by the Board of Assistants, 18th February, 1834. 

Se <6 te “ . of Aldermen, 17th February, 1834. 
. Approved by the Mayor, February 18th, 1834. 
J. Morton, Clerk. 
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The Joint Committee on Finance of the two Boards, to 
whom was referred the consideration of the subject of pro- 
viding the ways and means to pay for the land to be taken, 
in extending several Markeis of this city, 


REPORT, 


That it appears by a report from the Joint Committee on 
Markets, made to the Board of Aldermen on the 6th of 
January last, and which report was adopted by the Board of 
Assistants, on the 10th day of February, thereafter, that the 
estimated cost of the ground for extending the Grand street 


Market, was. ; : : $32,000 

For the Essex Market, . ; 50,000 

For the Centre Market, . Z 60,000 
And for the purchase of a piece of 

land in the Eleventh Ward, 3 8,000 

$150,000 


By the law making provision for the redemption of the 
City Stock, all market fees and market rents are appropriated 
for the extinguishment of the said stock. 


The annual receipts from the markets, and applied to this 
purpose, have been very large, and it is believed there is no 
property held by the Corporation, netting so large an amount 
on its cost, as that derived from the rents and fees of the 
markets. The following are the receipts during the last 
year: 


For Premium on Butchers’ Stalls, - $10,857 28 
‘* Jnterest on Premium Stalls, - - 1,951 83 
“Market fees, i s - - 19,484 17 
s* Market Rents, « - is - 30,218 65 





$62,511 93 
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There are thirteen markets in this city, from the rents 
and fees of which, the aforesaid income is derived. The 
cost of these several markets in the aggregate, according with 
a calculation entered into by your Committee, amounts to the 
sum of $640,000; consequently the receipts of the year was 
nearly ten per cent. on their cost. 


By a late report of the Comptroller, there was standing to 
the credit of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund on the 
first day of January, 1833, an accumulated balance unin- 
vested, amounting to $317,090 34, and the receipts of the 
year 1833 was $107,565 13, making a sum total which the 
Commissioners were unable to invest in stocks, of $424,655 47. 
During the year 1833, a sum borrowed of the New York 
Bank for Savings, amounting to $300,000, was paid off by 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, pursuant to a reso- 
lution passed by the Common Council for that purpose. 


A portion of this debt of $300,000 was contracted for the 
purpose of paying the State of New York the purchase money 
for the old State Prison at Greenwich, and a portion of it for 
paying the awards to the owners of the land taken for Clinton 
Market. The avails of the lots sold, and the fees and rent 
of the market, are pledged for the payment of the money 
thus drawn from the fund and the same course of proceeding 
is recommended by your Committee in the present case. 


There was standing to the credit of the Commissioners of 
the Sinking Fund on the first day of January, 1834, $124, 
655 47. This money the Commissioners are unable to in- 
vest in accordance with the provisions of the ordinance on 
that subject, nor is there any probability that it can be invested 
until the final redemption of the City Debt, in 1850. 

The income derived from these balances, is the allowance 
of five per cent. per annum, by the bank in which the Cor- 
poration deposites are made, while the markets, as has been 
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shown, are paying an interest on the sum invested of a much 
larger amount. Under these circumstances, your Committee 
conceive it to be improper that the City Debt should be in- 
creased by borrowing the sum necessary for the extension of 
these markets, while so much of the money derived from 
their income continues uninvested, except at so small an in- 
terest as five per cent. per annum. 

The Committee therefore recommend that the balance thus 
accumulating in the Sinking Fund, be applied to the purchase 
of a piece of land in the Eleventh Ward, between North and 
Second streets, at their junction with Avenue D, and for the 
purchase of the necessary land for the extension of Grand 
street, Essex and Centre Markets, and they have accordingly 
directed their Chairman to report an ordinance for the afore- 
said purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 
‘STEPHEN ALLEN, 
PETER SHARPE, 
ABM. VAN NEST, 
J. AUG. SMITH, 
JOHN I. LABAGH, 
J. HAMMOND. 
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A LAW 


To amend “ a Law making provision for the redemption of the 
City Stock.” 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of 
New York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as 
follows : 


I. The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund are hereby 
Cash in Sink- authorised to invest so much as may be necessary 
ing Fund to be : 33 é 
invested inof the balance of said Fund standing to their 
ground, trex credit, or which may hereafter stand to their 
kets. credit on the books of the Comptroller, in the 

purchase of a piece of land in the Eleventh Ward, 
between North and Second streets, and in the 
purchase of the land for extending and improving 
the Grand street, Essex and Centre Markets ; 
and the whole of the rents, fees, and income of 
Rents, &c., the said Markets in their improved state, and the 
Hie ele ne land thus purchased, is hereby appropriated and 
etaate qd pledged for the payment of the principal and in- 
terest of the sum that shall be thus drawn from 


* the said Fund. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLVIL. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1834. 


Report of the Street Committee on widening Hanover Square 


and Hanover street. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 





The Street Committee, to whom was referred the annexed 
papers, in relation to the widening of Hanover Square, be- 
tween Pearl and Stone ‘streets, and for widening Hanover 
street, on the easterly side, near Exchange street ; and also, 
a report from the Street Committee of the Board of Alder- 
men, and which has been adopted by that Board, declaring 
that the widening of Hanover Square shall take place forth- 
with, but that the widening of Hanover street shall be post- 
poned until the first day of May next, for the reasons therein 
set forth,—wheréupon, your Committee beg leave to ' 


REPORT, 


That in regard to the subject first mentioned, viz. the widen- 
39 
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ing of Hanover Square, they see no objection to a concur- 
rence therein; but, with respect to the other, viz. the widen- 
ing of Hanover street, on the easterly side, near Exchange 
street, a different state of things has lately taken place ; by 
which, the objections existing to its being done immediately, 
at the time when the report of the Street Committee of the 
Board of Aldermen was made, have ceased to be of any 
force, inasmuch as the conflicting interests of the parties 
concerned, have been settled by mutual agreement, and all 
unite in an application to direct the widening of the street 
without any further delay,—the withdrawing of the objec- 
tions previously made, by the parties making them, being 
hereunto appended. 

The following resolutions are offered : 

Resolved, That this Board concur with the Board of Alder- 
men, in the resolution passed by them on the fifth of February, 
instant, directing the widening and improving of Hanover 
Square, between Stone street and Pearl street, to take place 
forthwith, and that John Hanmer be appointed to collect the 
assessment made therefor. 

Resolved, That the resolution passed by the Board of Al- 
dermen, on the fifth of February, instant, which directs the 
widening of Hanover street, on the easterly side, near Ex- 
change street, to be postponed until the first day of May 
next, be so amended as to direct the widening of said street to 
take place forthwith ; and that this Board concur in the re- 
sidue of said resolution, which appoints Jeremiah Green to 
collect the assessment made for the said widening. 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 
: GEORGE SUTTON, 
DAVID HALSEY. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLVIII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MARCH 10, 1834. 


The following Communication from Dr. Macdonald, on the sub- 
ject of an Asylum for the Insane, was presented by Mr. Allen, 
and was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


To the Asylum Committee of the Board of Assistants. 


GENTLEMEN, 

By your request I will proceed to make 
some remarks on the construction of asylums for the insane, 
and to offer such a plan as it appears to me the occasion re- 
quires. I could wish the task had fallen into abler hands, 
but as the member of a community diligent in its advance- 
ment of the public weal, I feel bound when called upon to 
contribute my mite however insignificant. 

The progress of civilization, and the increase of disease, 
seem to have been followed in different countries, though 
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oftentimes slowly, by the establishment of public hospitals, 
and other means of relief. But till the latter part of the last 
century did philanthropy overlook the unfortunate lunatic. 
His treatment in former times is involved in mystery—he 
seems to have been shut up in prisons, to have been burnt as 
a demon, or allowed to run at large, an object of ridicule, 
pity or veneration, according to his condition, or the pecu- 
liarities of his countrymen. Before the above named period, 
however, it is true that in France the eloquence and zeal of 
Vincent de Paul had procured an amelioration ; in England, 
Bedlam was known; while in Italy and other countries the 
insane were placed under the care of religious orders. At 
the close of the past and the beginning of the present century, 
an almost simultaneous wish for improving the condition of 
lunatics and of lunatic asylums manifested itself, and in par- 
ticular'those two great rival nations, England and France, 
seemed to have commenced a rivalry in this respect. But 
reforms of abuses however gross, are slow when those abuses 
have been sanctioned by time. 

Great Britain, France, the Italian States, Germany, &c., 
now turned their attention towards producing proper recep- 
tacles for the insane, and succeeded according to the wealth, 
genius or wants of each particular people. In England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, means have been furnished to erect 
numerous new and commodious buildings ; in France, old 
buildings have been altered, and additions made ; in Italy, 
convents have been converted into a Lunatic Asylums, and 
the dormitories of monks have been most rationally changed 
into cells for lunatics ; while in Germany, in one instance at 
Jeast, an ancient fortress has been made subservient to hu- 
manity, and is now one of the best establishments for the 
insane in this part of Europe. 


In our own country, too young for the existence of gross 
abuses, much has also been done. Private individuals have 
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associated together, and by their active benevolence, assisted 
in. some instances by the public, have established asylums 
that would do honor to any country. But much remains to 
be done. The insane poor throughout this vast Republic 
are almost entirely unprovided for. 


It has been the subject of inquiry with some who have 
watched the course of our municipal affairs, and have seen 
money very profusely expended in providing for convicts and 
making various other improvements, why have not the Insane 
been cared for? Why have we not establishments worthy of 
our city ? Surely the time has now come to redeem our cha- 
racter, and to establish an asylum that will do credit to our 
city, and serve as a model for others. 


In this age of active benevolence, objects of philanthropy 
do not cease to multiply. There are some well patronized 
whose utility is even questionable ; there are others, which, 
while they relieve want and misery, necessarily cherish vice. 
This cannot be said of the care bestowed upon the insane. 
Insanity is as great a public evil as it is a private misfortune, 
and it does not materially shorten life ; if uncured, the insane 
become through a long life a public charge; if cured, (and 
this may generally ensue, for insanity of recent origin, is now 
proved to bea highly curable disease,) they are restored to 
usefulness, and their children and families perhaps saved from 
becoming paupers. Hence, setting aside other motives, a 
regard for public economy alone requires every facility for the 
eure of the insane, and this facility can only be guaranteed 
in a public establishment on a liberal scale. 


All plans for asylums yet offered or carried into effect, 
either in this or other countries, are not without defects. 
Nor do we flatter ourselves that our plan will be faultless, 
but it will be our endeavor so to profit by all preceding in- 
quiries as to avoid errors and adopt improvements; and 
above all to adapt our building to its inmates. As on the 
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one hand a splendid edifice is unbecoming a wise philanthro- 
py, so on the other, such a structure would be totally un- 
necessary for a class of persons brought up in humble dwell- 
ings and used to homely fare. It will be better therefore, to 
sacrifice external display to proper internal arrangements 
and comforts. The former may serve to gratify the traveller, 
but the latter will minister to the happiness if it do not pro- 
mote the recovery of the unfortunate lunatic. 


It may be here remarked, that one of the grand principles 
in the management of the insane, is to treat them as nearly 
as possible like rational beings. How important then will it 

_ be to give them the conveniences of the private dwelling, 
without the gloomy appendages of the prison. Heretofore, 
security has been the leading principle in the construction of 
these buildings. What has been the consequence ? It has 
subjected all the unfortunate inmates to severe if not cruel 
treatment; it has made the keepers secure. A patient locked 
in his cell or chained to the floor can neither escape, nor 
harm any one else, and his attendant is free to go where he 
pleases. 


Persons unused to mingle with the insane, are apt to look 
upon them as terrible, and generalizing, as is too often done, 
on matters with which we are not familiar, to consider them 
all endowed with this characteristic. Hence the error that 
has been for ages propagated from one generation to another, 
that all persons deranged require the same treatment. With 
the same propriety might we treat inflammation and debility, 
a broken bone and dyspepsia in the same manner. Take a 
hundred insane patients ; of this number perhaps five require 
at night strong rooms; rooms that they may not readily in- 
jure, should they become suddenly violent. Is it just for the 
sake of these five to subject the remaining ninety-fiwe to the 
security of bars and bolts? Henceforward, let us hope that 

_ security will not depend upon stones and iron, but that it will 
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be based on the vigilance, kindness, and activity of officers ; 
and that houses will be built, not for the safe keeping merely, 
but for the recovery of the insane. 


It here becomes a subject of inquiry, is it better to erect 
several distinct buildings, or to have but one divided into 
many parts? This involves several considerations ; such as 
the classification of patients, the comparative effects of these 
different modes of structure on the minds of patients—their 
comparative original cost—ihe comparative expense of their 
subsequent support—their comparative comfort and con- 
venience. 


1. Cuassirication. ‘The moral treatment of the insane, 
which in general terms is so comprehensive, and includes the 
various kinds of employment and recreation, the personal 
influence of physician, superintendent, nurse, &c.; in a 
word, every agent brought to bear directly on the mind of 
the patient begins with classification. Without it the whole 
management of an establishment for the insane becomes con- 
fused and irregular. When well established, it gives a tone 
and system to every thing else. Before adopting any plan 
for building, some classification or other should be fixed upon; 
and the internal arrangement made accordingly. Though 
until recently it has been scarcely thought of in the construc- 
tion of asylums, yet classification is now justly considered by 
almost all persons of experience, of the first importance in 
the treatment of insanity. ‘There may yet remain, perhaps, 
some individuals long wedded to antiquated notions, or 
blinded by favorite theories, who can see nothing but variety 
and amusement in the indiscriminate mingling of the insane. 
But the number of such thinkers is small and their arguments 
are feeble. The chief of these is that a maniacal will serve 
to divert a melancholy patient. ‘This we approve of, and 
this we seek and effect by classification; while by the want 
of it there is perhaps a more heterogeneous mixture than any 
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other kind of society of equal numbers can present. .The 
indiscriminate mingling of the mild and furious, clean and 
filthy, convalescent and idiotic, need only be witnessed to be 
deprecated. But by classification we do not wish to group 
the insane according to the nosological arrangement in books, 
nor according as they are curable or incurable, but according 
to their habits of cleanliness and sociability, their general be- 
havior and capacity for enjoyment in each other’s society. 

The number of each class should be limited. In this as 
in many other matters, it will be well to imitate as nearly as 
possible the previous habits of life. Let each class be a 
separate family in number, and it will become a family in 
habits. Ina large class of patients, as in a large family, there 
will be more confusion and less domestic comfort than in a 
small one. If called upon to fix the proper number, I should 
say the maximum ought not to exceed fifteen or twenty. 
Wherever the number of insane allowed to associate together, 
has been large, I have always found confusion and bad 
management. At Salpétriére, the large, and in most respects 
admirably conducted establishment at Paris, for female ]una- 
tics, of whom there are no less than fifteen hundred, the incu- 
rable are necessarily allowed to herd together in large num- 
bers. Deprived of reason and confined to a small space 
without occupation or any thing to divert the mind, it is not 
surprising that the worst passions are elicited, that the moral 
sense is entirely lost, and that human nature is here found in 
its most degraded and revolting state. 


Each one of the classes should be distinct from the other, 
not only in its sleeping rooms, gallery and day-room, but in its 
airing ground and method of ingress and egress. Indeed, if 
possible, the arrangement should be such as to present the 
attendants of the different classes and sexes from associating 
together. 


Before leaving the subject, I will point out such a classifica- 
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tion as I conceive to be necessary in an asylum for insane 
paupers. 


1st. As to rank or station in life. The want of any degrees 
in this respect calls for no distinction, and very much simpli- 
fies the remaining mode of classification. 


2d. As to sex. It requires no arguments to prove the im- 
portance of separating the different sexes. The arrangement 
should be such that there should not only be no communica- 
tion between them, but that they should not see each other at 
a distance, except by direction of the superior officers. Under 
certain restrictions, however, a social intercourse between 
patients of the different sexes, if not morally depraved, may 
be occasionally salutary. 


Each of the sexes then form a grand division, and each of 
these divisions should be subdivided into four classes, viz : 


I. The noisy, destructive and violent. 
II. The idiot, epileptic, &c. 
IIT. The convalescent. 
IV. The intermediate ; including those in the first stage 
of convalesence, such incurables as are harmless and not 
possessed of bad habits, &c. 


‘By this arrangement there will be eight distinct classes, and 
supposing the whole number of patients in the establishment 
to be 120, there will be 15in each class. Should the number 
increase to 160, and should they be equally divided, each 
class will then amount to 20. But here it will be well to de- 
termine the probable proportion in each class. . This can 
only be done by going through an establishment already in 
operation, and grouping the patients according to the above 
mentioned division. Thus in the Bloomingdale Asylum, there 
are 122 patients, 74 males and 48 females. These when 
classed according to the principle here laid down, stand thus; 


40 
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MEN. WOMEN. TOTAL. 
1. Noisy, violent, &c., 18 12 4 30 15 
2. Idiotic, filthy, &c., 13 8 4 21 104 
3. Convalescent, 13 11 4 24 12 
4, Intermediate, 27 14 4 41 205 
Sick in the infirmary, 3 3 4 6 8 
74 48 122 


Here, it is observed, the male sex predominates ; but as the 
different sexes are nearly equal at Bellevue, we will divide 
the total of each of the above named classes, equally. This 
will give about a proper proportion for each class; or, if it do 
not, the idiotic may sometimes be associated with the violent 
without injury, and vice versa. Twelve is enough for a class 
of convalescents, and the class styled intermediate, may with 
propriety be the largest, because they require the least at- 
tention. 


Here then are the two sexes to be separated, and four 
classes to be made of each sex. Besides, these classes are to 
be so complete as not to interfere with each other, either in 
the airing grounds or on their way there ; and the prospect 
from these grounds is to be as free as possible on all sides. 
Certainly these ends can be better answered with the build- 
ings separate, and the yards extending over a large surface. 


2d. As to the comparative effect which these different 
modes of structure will be likely to have on the minds of the 
insane. 


It is necessary as far as is consistent with economy, and 
the nature of the institution, to avoid every thing that would 
remind the unfortunate inmate ofa prison. Thisis the more 
necessary in the present instance since Blackwell’s Island 
has become another name for Penitentiary ; hence the es- 
tablishment for the insane should be as little like the Peni- 
tentiary as possible ; and it seems to the writer that nothing 








815 [Doe. No. 48. 


would tend to produce a more striking dissimilarity, than 
separate buildings. 

Besides, the smaller the structures, the nearer do they 
approximate in size the houses in which the insane have here- 
tofore been accustomed to live. 


3d. Their original cost compared. It is presumed ceteris 
paribus, that separate houses for a given number of patients 
will cost more than one large building for the same number, 
We do not however pretend to give any information on this 
matter that can be relied upon, but leave it to architects and 
builders. ‘ 

Ath. Their subsequent comparative expense. The cost 
for the support of the small buildings will probably be greater 
than that for the large one. Each building will perhaps re- 
quire a distinct heating apparatus, and it is believed to be yet 
questionable which is the most economical for a large house ; 
several small furnaces or a single Jarge one. But this is pretty 
well decided, that the heat yielded by the former, is more equa- 
ble and complete than that given out by the latter. Should 
the establishment be warmed by steam it is possible the same 
generator may serve all the distinct buildings. The increased 
expense, then, it is probable will arise chiefly from the ne- 
cessity of employing an increased number of attendants; and 
this need not be a very serious objection, since these persons 
may be selected from some other class of paupers, and in- 
duced to serve by some trifling compensation, increased pri- 
vileges, or a sense of duty. Notwithstanding all that may be 
done to economise, the Corporation must be prepared to 
expect that the care of insane paupers will cost much more 
in proportion, than the care of ordinary paupers. 

5th. Their comparative comfort and convenience. From 
all that has been said, and after viewing the subject in all its 
bearings, we are inclined to believe that both the comfort 
and convenience of the insane will be increased, while the 
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convenience of the officers and attendants will be diminished 
by placing them in several detached buildings. - The chief 
objection to separate buildings is the difficulty of inspecting 
them. To this it may be answered, that in the common. af- 
fairs of life, things are usually well done in proportion to the 
difficulty of doing them, and in the present instance, if in- 
spection he too simple it will be perhaps neglected. Be- 
sides, detached buildings need not be very far apart and may 
be connected by covered passages. 

What shall be the height of the proposed building or build- 
ings? On this subject great mistakes have been made both 
in this country and in England ; particularly where they 
have been erected in the country, and on ground of trifling 
value. They are almost without exception three or four 
stories high. High buildings very much increase the diffi. 
culty of the service, and oblige the quiet to hear the noise 
of the violent. In houses of four stories it is frequently 
necessary for the attendant to descend to the first floor. 
This, if he does his duty, becomes a hardship, and the patients 
instead of recreating themselves in the open air, will, from 
the distance and other obstacles, be likely to remain pent up 
in the house. The French have gone tothe other extreme; all 
their modern improvements being but one story, and if they 
are not right they are much nearer so than we are. Esquirol, 
perhaps the best authority on the treatment of insanity, says, 
“This arrangement by stories renders the service more diffi- 
cult, painful, and dangerous. The attendants lose much 
time, and fatigue themselves in ascending and descending the 
stairs; the doors of the galleries and corridors being shut, 
the nurses are alone, far from all assistance, and it becomes 
necessary to use violence in self-defence if a patient happen 
to be seized with a violent paroxysm ; while in a building of 
one story, the galleries may remain open, and the nurses be- 
ing more convenient to each other, can afford mutual assist- 
ance with more ease at the same time that they do not 





817 [Doc. No. 48. 


neglect their own patients. This facility prevents many ac- 
cidents and much bad treatment. Is it necessary to take the 
patient to the Bathing-room ? is it necessary to oblige him to 
go out into the airing grounds ? force is not only had re- 
course to, but it becomes necessary to repeat it again and 
again; then what restraints, what irritation, what violence, 
what injuries, what ill-treatment on the part of nurses and 
attendants !” Buildings of a single story would however 
cover too large a surface, and render the general inspection 
by the superior officers unnecessarily difficult. Two stories 
then we consider more convenient, comfortable, and appro- 
priate, than any other height, and as the proper medium to 
be adopted. 


Tue INTERNAL Diviston AND ARRANGEMENTS. The in- 
ternal division into day-rooms, bed-rooms, work-rooms, in- 
firmaries, &c., is another highly important subject for con- 
sideration. It is thought by some that there should be rooms 
but on one side of the galleries, because rooms on both sides 
render them dark and gloomy. This may be the case when 
the gallery is narrow and no light admitted into it except at the 
extremity. But for the purpose of admitting light as well as 
air, each room should have over the door an iron sash, cast 
as wooden sashes are commonly made, and without glass. 
To facilitate ventilation, this window opening upon the gal- 
lery and over the door, should be directly opposite the large 
window, admitting light, and air from without. Jn this man- 
ner are the galleries of the Bloomingdale Asylum arranged ; 
and they have always been remarkable for their cheerfulness 
and the purity of their air. It sometimes becomes necessary 
to close these windows opening on the galleries. This can 
be done in an instant by means of a moveable wooden shutter, 
so as to exclude both light and sound: but so seldom are 
these required, that two or three would suffice for a whole 
gallery. 


In general, each patient should have a distinct sleeping 
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room ; but there is a class of patients who may without in- 
convenience be placed together in a large dormitory. This 
is done in some of the British and in almost all of the con- 
tinental asylums. It is considered perfectly safe, and ac- 
commodates a much larger number than in the same space 
in separate apartments. Each room for a single patient 
should contain about 70 or 80 square feet. Each attendant 
or nurse should also be provided with a room, which in a 
pauper establishment may be larger and better furnished than 
those for patients. Besides the ordinary rooms for the insane, 
it will be well to have two rooms (one for each sex,) so pad- 
ded as to prevent frantic patients from injuring themselves by 
striking their heads and limbs against the floor and sides. It 
is often advisable to allow such patients full liberty. This 
can only be done in a room, the walls of which are padded, 
and the floor covered with beds. This covering of rooms 
has another advantage; it prevents sounds from being readily 
conducted to other parts of the house. 


For those patients who wet themselves and require frequent 
drying, rooms may be expressly prepared with stone floors 
warmed by heated air introduced beneath. 

The day-rooms, one of which should be appropriated to 
each class, ought to be large and airy; though not perhaps 
in the same proportion for the number of patients they are to 
contain at intervals during the day, as the sleeping rooms, 
where many hours are spent in close confinement. 


Work-rooms. Until recently, the insane were thought 
to be incapable of useful or regular'employment. It may 
now be said that after classification, the most important of 
all considerations in their managements is occupation. The 
utility arising from employment is not only positive but two- 
fold ; utility to the person employed, and utility to the esta- 
blishment. The salutary influence on the patient is both 
moral and physical ; it gives health and vigor of body, while 
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it diverts the mind from brooding over its own sorrows, or 
dwelling upon its favorite delusion. Ina pauper establish= 
ment like that in question, it is presumable that all, or nearly 
all the inmates will be persons who have been used to manual 
labor. How important then does it become to provide for 
manual labor, in such a way that the different tastes and 
trades may be suited. The day-rooms, or other large apart- 
ments included in the general plan, may serve for the women, 
but it will be necessary to construct distinct workshops for 
the men. It may be thought by some that this is one of 
those crude plans so often suggested by philanthropy, but its 
practicability has been demonstated by repeated experiments. 
In the strictly Pauper Asylums of England and Scotland, a 
large proportion of the patients have of late been employed ; 
thus in the Middlesex County establishment, two-fifths are 
employed, the men as shoemakers, tailors, weavers, carpen- 
ters, bricklayers, bakers, brewers, gardeners, laborers, &c.; 
the women at knitting, sewing, straw-hat making, basket 
making, washing, cleaning house, feeding poultry, working 
the garden, &c. At Wakefield, nearly the same proportion, 
while at the Dundee Asylum, more than one-half are em- 
ployed. 

In the Public Asylums, both of Ireland and Germany, the 
insane have also been extensively employed, with advantage 
to themselves, and with the effect of materially lessening the 
general expense. 

In France, employment is considered of no less import- 
ance, though it has not been very extensively introduced into 
the public establishments. In the course of his observations 
on this subject, the distinguished physician above-named, 
says, ‘‘ In our asylums the word labor is always in the mouth 
of the medical attendant, this word strikes without ceasing 
the ears of the patients, who mutually encourage each other; 
it is the predominant idea. In persuading the insane to labor, 
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we afford them at once the most useful diversion and the 
means of ameliorating their condition. It is not rare to see 
the unfortunate, whom excess of misery has deranged and 
brought into our asylums, leave them with their reason entire, 
and a little sum of money to provide for their first wants, or 


- to commence a little establshment.” To provide the insane 


with employment, and to pay them however small a sum for 
the produce of their labor, is to lay hold of a principle deeply 
rooted in human nature, and to turn it to account, it is to 
carry out the principle already established ; to treat the in- 
sane as nearly as possible asif in perfect possession of reason. 


Inrirmariss. Every establishment for the insane should 
have one or more rooms of suitable dimensions, for the parti- 
cular accommodation of such as may have diseases super- 
added to insanity which require peculiar care. By concen- 
trating the sick in this way they are more effectually nursed 
and watched than if in distinct parts of the house, and that 
too with less labor. Perhaps on an average, four patients 
out of a hundred will be proper subjects for the infirmary. 
Now as the number of patients on Blackwell’s Island will 
not exceed 150, a certain number of the infirm and harmless 
may be classed with the sick ; or the apartments for males 
and females may be so joined together that the same nurse 
will be able to superintend both. 

Reception Room, or Room of observaticn. In every in- 
stitution for the reception and treatment of the insane, a 
distinct apartment of this kind should be provided. This 
should be situated near the rooms of the principal officers, 
so as to be under their immediate and constant inspection. 
In this apartment the newly arrived patient should be placed, 
and his case minutely examined, before his final location is 
determined on. The character of an insane patient cannot 
be judged of at a glance ; its development requires time and 
close observation. A proper knowledge of the case will pre- 
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vent the mild from being classed with the violent, the harmless 
with the malevolent, the sensitive with the grossly disgusting, 
and thereby save the patient from losing self-control, or from 
being hurried into wretchedness and despair. 

Cuareu. It has been doubted if religious exercises could 
be introduced with advantage into asylums for the insane. 
From numerous experiments made in England and Scotland, 
and I may add, more recently at our own Asylum at Bloom- 
ingdale, the question is now atrest. At least it is the opinion 
of the majority of persons connected with public establish- 
ments, that the precepts and consolations of religion may be 
made most useful in the moral management of the inmates. 
Chaplains are now attached to most of the large county 
asylums in England, which they visit at least once a week, 
when service is regularly performed. 

In Catholic countries, chapels form an essential part of al- 
most all asylums. Here, such patients as are ina proper 
condition, attend mass once a week ; a priest being usually 
attached to the establishment, where he permanently resides. 
At the Asylum of Aversa, near Naples, besides performing 
mass once a week, and confessing patients individually, he 
pronounces a general benediction each day. At Wakefield 
in England, at York, Glasgow, Dundee, &c., large propor- 
tions of the insane are found well enough to join in the ser- 
vices of the chapel. 

It is now a year since religious service was introduced into 
the Bloomingdale Asylum, and it may be said to have an- 
swered the most sanguine expectations of the governors ; and 
it is not surprising that it has, when we consider that one of 
‘the grand principles in the management of the insane, is to 
treat them as nearly as possible like rational beings. This 
being acknowledged and the large proportion of people in 
this country being in the habit of attending religious worship, 
is it not reasonable to suppose that to deprive them of this pri- 
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vilege when removed from home and from the natural objects 
of their affection, will be to deprive them of one of the few 
consolations that should be left. Setting aside the more last- 
ing and important influence of religious service, and viewing 
it simply as a moral agent in the treatment of insanity, as pro- 
moting order, as reviving long neglected habits, or as continu- 
ing those that have been well established, it may be consi- 
dered as an important part of our regimen. Besides, how 
important is it in so large a household and among so many 
attendants and other persons employed to preserve decorum 
and regularity of habits ; and to this it must be allowed that 
religious instruction contributes in no small degree. About 
one-half of the persons in the Bloomingdale Asylum usually 
attend service. 


An Aroruecary’s Suop for the exclusive use of the Asy- 
lum, will not probably be required. A single establishment 
will perhaps answer for all the institutions on the island. 


Batus. In all well regulated Asylums in Europe, parti- 
cularly on the continent, bathing, in: addition to its utility as 
means of ablution, is considered of the first importance as a 
remedial agent. In France, where it has been used most ex- 
tensively and most judiciously, almost every patient under 
treatment, almost every curable patient is bathed in some 
manner or another ; either by showering or by the Douche, 
or in tepid or hot water, or by combining the Douche with 
the warm bath. Where warm. baths are prescribed, their 
temperature varies according to the nature of the case, and 
the patient is immersed in the water from a few minutes 
to three hours. These baths are sometimes repeated as often 
as three times a day. This is mentioned to show the estima- 
tion in which bathing is held by those who have employed it 
most extensively, and to point out the necessity for making 
extensive provisions for it... Besides, as the secretion of the 
skin of insane persons becomes more offensive than that of 
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other persons, it is indispensable as a means of cleanliness. In 
the general plan of the buildings a separate room for each 
sex should be set apart and furnished with shower baths, 
Douches and warm bathing tubs. It should be so arranged 
as to have a reservoir of water in a chamber above the bathing 
- rooms, where it may be heated and conducted below at plea- 
sure. These rooms may be so close together that the same 
reservoir may serve both. 

In the construction of this sort of buildings, the utmost 
care should be taken to provide offices and places for every 
part of the service. Particular provision should be made for 
a laundry, drying rooms, pantries, store rooms, straw rooms, 
straw-drying rooms, for baking, &c., &c. The writer has 
known a splendid establishment built, and a vast deal of 
money expended, without the least regard to these minutia : 
the consequence was, that although many, expedients were 
resorted to, to remedy the defects, great inconvenience, not 
to say utter destitution of many things, was ever after suffered. 


It may be thought superfluous and trifling to mention 
straw and straw-drying rooms, but there are many patients 
who require clean and dry straw every day. It becomes 
necessary, then, to have a convenient store room, and place 
for drying it in cold and damp weather. A drying chamber 
may be constructed so as to be heated by the air-flues, or by 
whatever apparatus may be employed for warming the house. 

Proviston for Heatine and Ventitation. The notion 
that the insane are not affected nor injured by the variation 
of temperature is now exploded. The error arose probably 
from seeing one violent maniac, who generated an extraor- 
dinary degree of animal heat, bear and even seek the extremes 
of cold. Others suffer from cold who have not the intelli- 
gence to take cognizance of what causes them to suffer, but 
whose health is in the end completely, though gradually de- 
stroyed. Others again lose their extremities, and perhaps 
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their lives without uttering a complaint. The truth is, the 
insane are to be judged of in this matter as in all others, by 
the plain common sense rules that other persons are. Some 
are so constituted that the animal machine itself, under 
almost every circumstance, generates a sufficiency of heat, 
and this is sometimes exalted by disease; others are so en- 
dowed as to require a great supply of artificial heat, and this 
requisition is generally increased by disease. 


In Hospitals for the Insane, it becomes necessary then to 
preserve an equable temperature ; and some general plan to 
heat a whole building will be preferred on account of its being 
more economical and safe, and because it will insure a more 
even temperature throughout. For this purpose, three 
methods have been adopted, viz: by means of heqled air or 
the Wakefield furnace, by steam and by hot water. 


One of the great advantages of heated air, at least in theory, 
is that at the same time it both warms and ventilates. But 
from its failure to heat or ventilate the house sufficiently, or 
both, from its being more expensive, or from the supposed 
injurious effects of highly rarefied air, steam has been substi- 
tuted for the Wakefield furnaces, even at Wakefield. In Eng- 
land great attention has been recently directed to this subject. 
The various methods of stoves, open grates, air-furnaces, hot 
water and steam have been employed, and decided preference 
given to the latter. Among its advantages it is said to be 
perfectly manageable, economical and salutary for those who 
breathe the atmosphere heated byit. It has been introduced 
into some of the manufactories of this country, and doubtless 
much practical information may be gathered from the pro- 
prietors of these establishments. There are other advantages 
in warming by steam, it may be used for raising water, either 
cold or warm, to different parts of the house, for supplying 
baths, and for general culinary purposes. At the Wakefield 
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Asylum’ 8000 gallons of water are consumed daily for differ- 
ent purposes, and steam is found very convenient for distri- 
buting this water. : 

Experiments have been recently made in different esta- 
blishments in England, to heat by warm water ; the water 
being conveyed through iron pipes laid under the floor, and 
covered by iron plates pierced with numerous holes to allow 
the escape of heat. The writer visited two establishments 
in England, in portions of which this plan had been intro- 
duced, and used one winter without success. 


Where either steam or hot water is used, it would seem 
necessary to make particular provision for ventilation. 


Winvows, Doors and Fastenrnes. Much has been 
done in the construction of asylums for the insane, to avoid 
every thing calculated to remind one of a prison. This is no 
more than humanity justly owes to this unfortunate class, 
and much remains yet to be done to divest the disease of 
many of the disagreeable things associated with it. There 
is nothing about a public building so calculated to give it the 
dark and gloomy aspect of a prison, or the light and cheer- 
ful air of a private dwelling as windows. In great Britain, 
where the Insane Hospitals are perhaps on a more liberal 
and appropriate scale than in any other part of the world, the 
windows are so constructed as to give them almost univer- 
sally a sombre appearance. They are small and placed at 
the top of the rooms almost as high as the ceiling, perhaps 
eight or ten feet from the floor. The consequence is that the 
patients are deprived of the benefit of prospect and of a 
proper degree of light—they have nothing left to contemplate 
but the bare walls of the cell, or their own wretchedness. 

The design of this kind of window is to prevent them from 
being excited by external objects, and to secure entire seclu- 
sion. The idea isa good one and should be adopted for the 
most violent and refractory patients ; for perhaps five ina 
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hundred : but for the remaining ninety-five, the windows should 
be of the ordinary size,* and placed opposite the door so as 
to afford a free circulation of air, while sufficient space should 
be left on one side for the bed, without exposure to the cur- 
rent. Bars and all prison-like fastenings should be avoided, 
Cast iron frames as in the Bloomingdale Asylum will answer 
all the purposes of security, except for the small number 
above mentioned. Where it becomes necessary to prevent 
patients from looking out in particular directions upon cer- 
tain courts and airing grounds, at the same time to afford ad- 
ditional security, I would suggest that iron cast into the form 
of Venitian window blinds, be fixed in the stone-work outside 
of the glass. 

For patients who break glass, a few rooms should be ex- 
pressly provided with windows admitting light from the top 
only, (say the semicircular or arched part,) while the main 
or square part is entirely hid by the wall within, and presents 
exteriorly an ordinary window, or ordinary windows may be 
secured by means of strong iron wire placed at the distance of 
a few inches from the glass. 


The Doors should be made to resemble as nearly as pos- 
sible, those of ordinary houses ; with the exception however 
of a few for the most violent, which should be constructed in 
the strongest manner. Bolts and bars and all sorts of prison 
fastenings should be avoided. But above all things, those 
small openings in the doors, for the purpose of viewing the 
patient without the necessity of coming in contact with him, 
should not be allowed. To be looked at in this manner like 
a wild animal, is sufficient to excite the indignation of any 
one, and there is nothing more calculated to render the 
lunatic fierce and reckless or the attendant careless and cruel. 
If patients could be seen without their knowledge, it would 
perhaps he desirable, but these small doors in addition to 





* In the Brick building, Bloomingdale, the windows contain 20 panes, 8 by 10; 
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other evils, are too great a temptation for exhibiting them to 
the curious. 

Suppty or Water. To afford an ample and never-failing 
supply of water for every part of the establishment ; for baths, 
for cleansing, washing, culinary purposes, &c. &c., should 
be an object of the first consideration. Such a supply will 
lessen labor, secure cleanliness, be a safeguard against fire, 
and in its application to various useful purposes, add to the 
comfort and health of the patients. All the rain water that 
falls upon the roof should be saved in tanks in the garret; but 
this should not be the only dependence. A well sufficient to 
supply daily several thousand gallons of water should be sunk ; 
the water to be raised as above mentioned by means of steam 
or by the labor of patients, as at Bicétre, near Paris, where 
about thirty are in this manner employed. 

Privres. It has been thought necessary in some establish- 
ments, to have water-closets within doors. This in England, 
where water closets are in general use, and where the winters 
are not very severe, isa great convenience. In this country, 
where water-closets are not used in private houses, they are 
not necessary. Besides, the coldness of our winters would 
render them useless for a certain season each year. A privy 
then should be provided for each class, and so placed in the 
airing-court belonging to the class as to be easily accessible 
without being offensive. If possible, the common drains on 
their way to the river should pass through the sinks so as to 
prevent large accumulations of filth. 


Drains. The greatest inconvenience has been experien- 
ced in the Bloomingdale and other asylums froma want of 
proper drains. But on Blackwell’s Island, where the build- 
ings must be situated so near the water, there can be no ex- 
cuse if the ground be sufficiently elevated, for a neglect in 
this particular. The drains should be so arranged that the 
waste water will carry into the river all kinds of filth. 
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Arrine Courts. For the eight classes of patients, eight 
distinct courts will be required, and these should be so ar- 
ranged, that each one shall be overlooked by the day-room 
of the class of patients to which it belongs. Disposed in this 
manner, the attendant can at the same time have charge of 
the patients in the day-room, and inspect those who may he 
exercising in the yard. 


Those courts should be so easy of access, and at the same 
time so secure, that the patients may go there without dan- 
ger, and without restraint. Each court should not contain 
less than square yards. Their walls should be so con- 
structed, and their centres so elevated, as to give the patient 
on one or two sides at least, an extended prospect. For this 
purpose, it appears to me that the better plan will be to raise 
up the earth from the circumference of a given plot of ground 
towards the centre, so as to give a convenient elevation— 
then to build a wall in the manner of a haw-haw fence, the 
face of the wall fronting the court, and topped if necessary 
with a hedge. This wall will be no impediment to vision, 
and will form as perfect a barrier to escape as can be de- 
sired, at the same time that it will look very unlike any thing 
intended for confinement. This kind of fence may be built 
upon one or two sides of the court; to place them on all 
the sides would be manifestly improper because it would ex- 
pose the different classes of patients to the sight of each 
other. 


Nothing finer need be desired than the prospect that may 
be given on Blackwell’s Island, to each of the airing-courts. 
The highly cultivated state of the opposite shores, and the 
ever-varying river scenery, will form endless sources of in- 
terest and amusement. 

Herewith is a rough sketch of such a plan of buildings as 
have been mentioned in the preceding remarks. Before 
presenting it, 1 will assume the following data : 
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That the establishment will be for the accommodation of 
from 120 to 160. 

“That these will be all paupers ; and 

That the primary objects in the construction will be utility 
and economy, without much regard to embellishment. 

It is pretty generally admitted, that the best plan fora 
Pauper Lunatic Asylum on a large scale, yet adopted, is that 
for Middlesex County, England. It is a copy, with a few 
modifications, of that of Wakefield, which I had the honor to 
loan the Committee. 

The plan here offered, if deficient in other respects, has the 
advantage of having been formed for the occasion, and of 
perhaps being better adapted to the number of patients. It 
is for the Committee to choose such as they may think most 
appropriate. 

In order to keep the first and most important object in the 
construction of the establishment in view, it may be well 
here to repeat that the classification should be made first, and 
the general plan of buildings fixed upon afterwards. 

It will be remembered that each sex was divided into four 
distinct classes, viz : : 

1st. The Violent, &c., 

2d. The Idiotic, &c., 

3d. The Convalescent, 

Ath. The Intermediate ; 
making altogether eight classes to be provided with separate 
galleries, day-rooms, courts, &c., without any communication 
between each other. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES MACDONALD. 
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DOCUMENT NO. XLIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 7, 1834, 


Report of the Committees on Finance, acting under a resolution, 
passed April 3, 1834. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Committees on Finance, acting under a resolution 
passed on the 3d day of April 1834, in the following words : 

Resolved, That the subject of disposing of the land com- 
prising Amity Jane be referred to the Committees on Finance, 
of the two Boards, 


REPORT, 


That at their request, the Street Commissioner prepared an 
estimate of the value of each piece of land comprising said 
lane, to the centre thereof, and adjoining the several lots or 
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pieces of land, bounded in front on the same, which estimate 
and valuation is hereunto annexed. 


“he amount of the several sums awarded for damage by 
ihe Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, is $63,843, 
and the expense of the Commissioners, court charges, and 
interest to be paid by the Corporation, amounts to $1,157, 
making a total of $65,000, which corresponds with the ag- 
gregate valuation of the several pieces of land comprising the 
said lane, and to be paid by the proprietors of the several | 
lots fronting thereon. 


This arrangement will relieve the Public Treasury from 
all charge, and at the same time satisfy, by its equity and 
fairness, the wishes of the owners of the lots damaged by the 
closing of the said Amity lane. 


Each individual owner of these lots has been consulted 
and requested to state whether he would take the land in 
front of his ‘property at the aforesaid valuation, or not, and 
they have all replied in the affirmative ; but, if upon further 
-yeflection, any one or more of them should refuse to comply 
with the arrangement referred to, there are others who stand 
ready to take the pieces of land thus rejected, at the valua- 
tion fixed upon them by the Street Commissioner. 


It appears to your Committees proper therefore, that the 
Street Commissioner should be authorised to carry into effect 
the arrangement alluded to, with those who will receive the 
land opposite their lots to the centre of the lane at the ap- 
praised value, and if any object, which your Committees have 
no reason to believe will be the case, to permit others to take 
such rejected pieces; and also that the Counsel be autho- 
rised to prepare the necessary quit-claims to the purchasers, 
at their individual expense. The Committees accordingly 
propose the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That the Street Commissioner be, and he is 
hereby authorised to carry into effect an arrangement with 
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the owners of land fronting on Amity Lane, by paying to 
the owners of such parts of said lane to the centre thereof, 
in front of their several lots, as consent to take such parts, 
at the appraisement hereunto’annexed, the balance of the 
awards, after deducting the amount of such appraisement ; 
and by receiving in such cases, where the appraisement ex- 
ceeds the award, the balance to be paid by such owners. 


Resolved, That in the event of any of the aforesaid owners 
omitting or objecting to take such parts of said lane adjoining 
their lots, the Street Commissioner, under the advisement 
of this Committee, may permit other persons who own lots 
fronting on’said Jane, to take such.parts or pieces so omitted 
or objected to, at the appraisement. 


Resolved, That the Counsel prepare the necessary deeds of 
quit-claim by the Corporation, for the several and respective 
pieces of land comprising Amity lane, in conformity with 

-the principles of this report, and under the supervision of 
the Street Commissioner and Comptroller. 
Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
PETER SHARPE, 
. JOHN I. LABAGH, 
J. HAMMOND, 
AB'M. VAN NEST. 
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A Statement of Awards for closing Amity Lane, from Broad- 
way to Sullivan street, and also the number of square feet opposite 
to each lot, piece er parcel of land, with the value thereof, as esti- 
mated by the Street Commissioner, by order of the Committees of 

















Finance. 
MaP, NO OWNERS. 
1 |John McComb, : 4 
2 \Jacob Lorillard, 
3 |J.C.A. Seidell & Washington Insurance Co. 
4 |Jacob Lorillard, 5 
5, |Jobn Sniffen, and estate of William ‘Philp. | 
6 |Joseph Adams, Trustee of Mary Ryan, and } 
tna Insurance Company, 
7—8|Patrick Smith, Alex. L. Stewart, 
9 |Simon A. Reed, and Alex. L. Stewart, ? 
10 |James H. Hart, Trustee of Ellen Clark, and 
James C. Roosevelt, 

41 |Charles Dusenbury, and Thomas Otis, 

32 |Abraham Baudouine, & Mary Ann Leanne 

13 |James Beer and Joanna Bethune, 

14 |Nathaniel Clark and Sarah Payne, . 

15 |James McGiffert, 

16 |Judah Hammond and David Vv. Smith, 
17—174 George Wilson and Equitable Insurance Co. 
18—184'John Ireland, a * : a 

19 |Thomas Lawrence, : 

20 |Edward Whitehouse and Traders Fire Insu- } 

rance Company, 

91 |Oliver Hull and William McKie, . 

22 =| William W. Gallatain, ; os 

93 |Nicholas Ludlum and Peter Goelet . 

24 |William Day and Pefer Goelet, . 

95 |John Lyon and John Treland, : 3 

96 |John Ireland, . 

27 |James Harriott and Catalina Oothout, 

28 |John Ookhout, ~ 5 6 

29 |Francis Cooper, 

30 |Thomas Thorne, and Traders Insur ance Co. 

31 |Joshua Underhill and Traders Insurance Co. 

32 |Elnathan Thorne, 4 é 

33 |Henry Leek and Henry Remsen, 6 

34 |Abraham P. Maybie and Harman Hendricks, 


Amount carried over, 








{ 


AWARDS 


$y 

900 
2750 
1250 

500 
2500 
2850 


6350 
3850 


1450 


2200 
1915 
1740 
2300 
1020 
1850 
1500 
4193 

600 


100 


125 
"125 
125 
250 
150 
750 
650 
1200 
2400 
1890 
300 
1600 
1450 
5600 





SQ-FEET. 


2583 
1291.50 
1291,50 
1291,50 
645,75 


497 


'7) 497 

8) 497 
497 
1238,75 


1937.25 
645,75 
517 
517 
257,50 

1291,50 

1847 

3319 

2079 


504 


645,75 
645,75 
645,75 
645,75 
645,75 
4502 
2583 
2583 
5166 
1834 
180 
569 
2583 
5166 





56,343 


VALUE. 
$ Cts. 
7500 00 
916 66 
1833 34 
1833 34 
453 33 


352 76 


329 82 
320 68 
356 48 


1598 59 


2083 33 
416 67 
300 23 
300 23 
149 £4 

1500 00 

1822 50 

2427 50 

1739 84 


260 16 


333 33 
333 33 
666 67 
666 67 
666 67 
3333 33 
2000 00 
2000 00 
4000 co 
1613 46 
92 91 
293 63 
2250 00 
4750 00 





50,450.00 
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MAP, NO. OWNERS. 
Amount brought over, 
35 {Dudley Selden, Manhattan Company, 
Yates and McIntyre, 
36 |Manhattan Company, . . . 
37 |Manhattan Company, . ‘ . 


Amount of Awards to Owners, $60,943 00 
Amount of Awards to Lessess, 2,900 00 


, 63,843 00 
Total amount of Awards, . . 5 Zs 
Commissioners and Court charges, 


Cs) 
’ 


Supposed Interest, . «© 
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AWARDS| SQ FEET. VALUE. 


50,450 00 
2,500 CO 


2,700 00 
10,250 00 


56,743 
1,300) 2583 
1,400} 258°3 
1,990] 5166 
60,943) 
63,843 00 
934 12 





65,000 00 


$64,777 12 
222 88 


$65,000 00 
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DOCUMENT NO. L. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANT'S. 


APRIL 7, 1834. 


Report of the Committee on Assessments, on a memorial from the 
President, Directors and Company of the Butchers’ and Dro- 
vers’ Bank. Laid on the table and ordered to be printed, to- 
gether with the Report of the Minority on the same subject. 

Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Assessments, to whom was referred a 
memorial from the President, Directors and Company of the 
Butchers’ and Drovers’ Bank, praying for a reduction of tax 
on the capital of said institution, 


REPORT, 


That on the 20th of April, 1833, an act was passed by the 

Legislature of this State, increasing the capital of said 

bank, $200,000, and providing that books should be opened 
43 
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for subscription to said stock, within three months after the 
passage of said act. The subscription to this addition to the 
capital, therefore, in accordance with the aforesaid provision, 
must have been made on or before the 20th of July, 1833 ; 
and it is from the tax on this additional capital, that the bank 
requires to be released. 


By the 18th chap. 1 R.S. 414, it is made the duty of the 
officers of incorporated companies to make and deliver to the 
assessors, on or before the first day of July in each year, a 
written statement specifying the capital stock actually paid 
in, and secured to be paid in; excepting therefrom, the sums 
paid for real estate, the amount of stock held by the State, 
and by any incorporated Literary or Charitable Institution. 


The original capital of this bank was $300,000, and the 
Committee were informed by the President, that in June, 
1833, the statement required by the statute was rendered to 
the assessors, and that the amount of capital liable to assess- 
ment as such, was $281,727. 


The Committee have also had before them Mr. Enoch 
Dean, one of the Assessors of the Fourteenth Ward, in which 
the said bank is situated. Mr. Dean thinks it was on the 26th 
of May that the aforesaid statement by the bank was furnish- 
ed the Assessors, and that the amount of capital was entered 
on the assessment roll in conformity with the said statement. 
That the Board of Assessors met early in September, at 
which time the bank was in possession of the additional capi- 
tal of $200,000. That a question arose, as to the propriety 
of adding this capital to the original assessment, which was 
discussed by the board, and finally caried in the affirmative, 
only four voting in the negative. 


By the Ist R. S. 393, it is provided, that if any person 
shall, before the Assessors have completed their assessment, 
make affidavit that the value of his real or personal estate 
does not exceed a certain sum to be specified in the affidavit, 
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it shall be the duty of the Assessors to value such real or per- 
sonal estate at the sums so specified and no more. The be- 
nefit of this provision is, by the 8th section of the Ist R. 8. 
416, extended to incorporated companies. 


By an act passed April 6th, 1825, (Sess. 48—123) it is 
provided that the Assessors, after completing their assess+ 
ments, shall give notice thereof, that a copy is left with one of 
them at a place designated, where the same may be seen and 
examined for ten days, and that they will review their assess- 
ment on the application of any person conceiving himself 
aggrieved. 

Mr. Dean stated to the Committee that the aforesaid no- 
tice was published according to law. That he informed the 
President of the bank that the Board of Assessors had in- 
creased their taxable property, and had included the new 
capital, but that no person had appeared before the Assess- 
ors during the ten days, to claim a reduction of the amount. 


The Committee were also informed, that at the time the 
assessment rolls were laid before the Supervisors, the subject 
was again considered and discussed, and finally decided in 
favor of continuing the assessment, as determined by the 
Board of Assessors. 


The foregoing are all the facts in this case, which have 
been brought to the knowledge of your Committee ; and 
although there may be some doubt as to the legality of the 
tax on the additional stock, so far as it relates to the letter of 
the law, the Committee think that the spirit of the statute and 
the equity of the measure favors the conclusion arrived at by 
the Boards of Assessors and Supervisors. 


It is the evident intention of the statute, that no portion 
of the property held or owned by persons or corporations, 
shall escape taxation ; and it is equally certain, that the bank 
was in possession of this additional capital before the assess- 
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ment was finally closed and the books delivered to the col- 
lectors. 


If this tax on the additional $200,000 shall be remitted, it 
must be re-assessed on the Fourteenth Ward, in 1835, to 
supply the deficiency ; while at the same time, the bank will 
have been in the use of the money, to the sole profit of the 
stockholders. Now, although the assessment is to commence 
in May, and it is made the duty of incorporated .companies 
to deliver in their statement by the first of July, the tax is not 
collectable until October thereafter, when the bank had been 
in possession of this additional capital for two or three 
months; and consequently would be in the receipt of the in- 
come for a full year before it could be again called on by the 
collector. It would seem, therefore, that the equity of the 
case requires that the tax should be paid. 


By the 8th section of the ordinance of the Common Coun- 
cil, entitled “ A Law to regulate Assessments,” it is provided, 
that no relief, in cases of assessment for taxes, shall be 
granted, unless the party has been unable to state his or her 
objection before the assessors during the ten days of adver- 
tising, by absence from the city, sickness, or other unavoid- 
ble circumstance. ‘This provision has been enforced by your 
Committee in every instance which has been brought before 
them, and inasmuch as the officers of the bank have not 
availed themselves of the privilege of appearing before the 
assessors and stating their objections, although they were in- 
formed that the assessment had been increased, it would be 
inconsistent in the Committee to accede to the request of the 
bank for relief, when in every similar case respecting indivi- 
dual applicants, they have refused it. 

Your Committee are led to the conclusion therefore, that 
the assessment is in accordance with the spirit and intent of 
the law, the equity of the case, and the provisions of the or- 
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dinance, and they accordingly propose the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the 
petitioners. 


Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH, 





| 
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To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New 


York, in Common Council convened. 


The petition of the President, Directors, and Company of 
the Butchers’ and Drovers’ Bank, in the City of New York, 


RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, 


That your petitioners during the month of June last past, 
were called upon by the assessors of the Fourteenth Ward, 
(in the official discharge of their duties as such) to furnish 
to them a written statement of the amount of property liable 
to taxation, in said bank, according to the provisions of the 
law in such case. R. 8S. Ist vol.—part 1, ch. 13, title 4. 
sec. 2 and 3. 

And they further show that such statement verified by the 
affidavit of their cashier, agreeably to the directions contained 
in the said statute, was duly rendered to the said assessors 
in compliance with their demand. And that by the state- 
ment so rendered under oath, the amount of personal pro- 
perty of the said bank was declared to be two hundred and 
eighty-one thousand, seven hundred and twenty-seven 
dollars. 

And they further show, that on the Collector’s books being 
opened, your petitioners have ascertained that they are taxed 
for two hundred thousand dollars more than the amount 
stated in the affidavit of their cashier, and the collector de- 
mands payment of taxes on that additional sum. 


And they pray that they may be relieved from the said 
error in the assessment rolls, and from paying taxes on that 
amount. 

By order of the Board of Directors, 


BENJAMIN M. BROWN, 


President. 
New York, Jan. 13, 1834. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT, 
I am under the necessity of differing in opinion 
with my worthy associates in the matter of the President, Di- 
rectors, and Company of the Butchers’ and Drovers’ Bank. 


I feel a reluctance in differing with men whom I so much 
respect and esteem for their long experience in public life. 


And when I look to my inexperience in these matters, I 
notwithstanding, am bound by the obligations I am under to 
raise my voice in favor of what I deem just in the matter be- 
fore us. Your petitioners state that during the month of June 
last past, they were called upon by the Assessors of the Four- 
teenth Ward, (in the official discharge of their duties as such) 
to furnish to them a written statement of the amount of pro- 
perty liable to taxation in said bank, according to the provi- 
sions of the law in such. case, R. S. 1 vol. chapter 13, title 
Ath, sec. 2. The President, Cashier, Secretary, Treasurer, 
or other proper officer of every such Incorporated Company, 
shall, on or before the first day of July in each year, make 
and deliver to the assessors or one of them, of the town or 
ward in which such company is liable to be taxed, according 
to the provisions of the 6th section of the second title of this 
chapter, a written statement specifying, 


Ist, The real estate, if any, owned by such company. 
The towns or wards in which the same is situated, and the 
sums actually paid therefor. 


2d. The Capital Stock actually paid in and secured to be 
paid in, excepting therefrom the sums paid for real estate, 
and the amount of such capital stock held by the State, and 
by any incorporated literary or charitable institution, The 
$d section requires a like statement to be made to the Comp- 
troller. ; 
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And your petitioners further show, that such statement 
verified by the affidavit of their cashier, agreeably to the di- 
rections contained in the said statute was duly rendered to 
the said assessors in compliance with their demand, and that 
by the statement so rendered under oath, the amount of per- 
sonal property of the said bank was declared to be two 
hundred and eighty-one thousand, seven hundred and twenty- 
seven dollars: and your petitioners further state, that they 
find from the Collector’s books, that they are taxed for two 
hundred thousand dollars more than the amount stated in the 
affidavit of their cashier. The last amount is what your pe- 
titioners pray to be relieved from. 

It is here where I have to differ with the Committee. As 
to the two hundred thousand dollars capital_your petitioners 
had not at the time they were called upon by the Assessors 
of the Fourteenth Ward. We have as a Committee, on almost 
all occasions paid strict attention to the law. The petitioners 
in my opinion did what the law requires them to do, in mak- 
ing their statement under the oath of their cashier, in the 
month of June last past. Individuals have a right to be their 
own assessors. I would ask if an individual had been quali- 
fied as to the amount of his personal tax, in the month of June 
last past, and in the month of July following he had come in 
possession of an additional sum of personal property, whether 
the assessors would or could be justifiable in increasing the 
amount of assessment of such an individual. I would cer- 
tainly say not, there is no law that requires an individual to 
make oath to the assessors more than once in the same year. 


For proof of the above assertion, I find in the before-men- 
tioned chapter, in the 22d section, on the meeting of the 
assessors for the purpose of reviewing their assessments, (in 
these words,) “ And when the person objecting thereto, shall 
not previously have made affidavit concerning the value of 
his property, pursuant to the 15th and 16th sections of this 
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title, the assessors shall, on the affidavit of such person, made 
as provided in those sections, reduce their assessment to the 
sum specified in such affidavits.” 


IncorroraTeD Companies, the statute requires more 
from, than individuals.. A penalty.of two hundred and fifty 
dollars is imposed upon them if they do not make their state- 
ments within thirty days after the first of July in each year. 
Now that your petitioners did comply with the law is evident, 
and yet they can have no relief, says the report of your 
Committee. And I am very certain, that had they not com- 
plied with the law, your Committee would not have recom- . 
mended them any relief whatever. , 


Your Committee in their report admit that they have de- 
cided as they think according to the spirit of the law and 
not the letter. When I take a retrospective view of the past 
decisions made by the whole of your Committee, I can with 
safety say, that a number of cases have been decided where 
only the letter of the law was the deciding point, and not the 
spirit of the law. I can see no good reason why the same 
Committee should on some occasions decide according to 
the letter of the law, and on others the spirit of the law. 


~ Now as your petitioners, in my humble opinion, have com- 
plied with the letter of the law, and I know not but the spirit 
too; the main objection raised by your Committee was that 
the petitioners had had the benefit of the two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, without paying tax for the same for part of the 
year 1833. Now there is no certainty of the position taken 
by your Committee, for the individuals who purchased the 
stock amounting to two hundred thousand dollars, may have 
been assessed on the same previous to the stock being filled 
up in the bank. I have it in evidence from one gentleman, 
who received some of the stock, that he in being qualified as 
to his personal tax, took into account the very money which 
he ppeev ate auPyee to the payment of said stock. AndI 
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know no good reason why there are not others of the like 
nature. — ; Z a ee 

Mr. Brown, the President of the Bank, and formerly a 
member of the Common Council, and I believe a member 
of the Committee on Assessments, appeared before your 
Committee, and insisted on the ground which your petitioners 
had taken, to be according to the provisions made by the 
statute in such cases. Mr. Brown certainly must understand 
the nature of your petitioners’ case, and if he were not satis- 
fied of the correctness of their claim, he would not apply to 
this Board for relief. The mere idea of his having some in- 
terest in the result of this matter, I do not, nor can I believe 
would have any weight with him as an honorable man. I 
would therefore beg leave to offer the following resolution 
for adoption : 

Resolved, That the petitioners, the President, Directors, 
and Company of the. Butchers’. and Drovers’ Bank, be re- 
lieved from the payment of tax on the last mentioned sum of 
two hundred thousand dollars, in their petition. And _ that 
the Collector of the Fourteenth Ward be instructed to col- 
lect tax on the first mentioned sum of two hundred and 
eighty-one thousand, seven hundred and twenty-seven dol- 
lars, and no more. 

Very respectfully submitted, 


Cc. C. JACOBUS. 
New York, April 7th, 1834. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 7, 1834. Fi 


Report of the Committee on Streets, in relation to widening 
Fulton street, from Broadway to Ryder’s street. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Streets, to whom was referred the ac- 
companying papers from the Board of Aldermen, in rela- 
tion to the widening of Fulton street, from Broadway to 
Ryder’s street, beg leave to 


REPORT, 


That this matter being of very great magnitude, as it regards 
the amount of pecuniary interest concerned therein, they 
have given to it their most careful attention, and have en- 
deavored to arrive at a just and impartial conclusion thereon, 
and to this end have made personal examinations into its 
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present state and condition. The report of the Street Com- 
mittee of the Board of Aldermen, which has been adopted 
by that Board, (unanimously,) and which is in favor of the 
measure, goes so fully into the merits of this matter, that your 
Committee deem it unnecessary to add thereto. By a refer- 
ence to that report which is hereunto appended, it will be 
seen that a very decided majority of the owners of the 
houses and lots to be affected thereby are in favor of the 
widening ; and they would further beg leave to state, they 
consider the proposed improvement as one more likely to be 
attended with beneficial results to the community than any 
other which has been presented for their consideration. Co- 
inciding as they do most fully with the views expresssed in 
the report above referred to, they respectfully recommend a 
concurrence therein, and offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That this Board do concur with the Board of 
Aldermen, in the resolution passed by them, on the seventh 
of March inst., which directs that Fulton street be widened, 
on the south-westerly side thereof, from Broadway to Ryder’s 
street, to the width of fifty-five feet, and according to the red 
lines drawn on the map of the property herewith presented, 
and also in the directions given to the Counsel of the Cor- 
poration to carry the same into effect. 

All which is submitted by 


FRANCIS FICKETT, 

GEORGE SUTTON, 

DAVID HALSEY. 
Committee on Streets. 
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EXPENSE OF MOVING, AND - 
MASONS AND CARPENTERS, 
AND DAMAGE DONE*TO THE 
BUILDINGS THAT ARE TO BE 
CUT OFF. 


EstTIMATE OF THE 
VALUE OF GROUND. 

















Parcel 3, moved, No. 1\$23,300| Parcel |$ 34,050 
1 Lot moved, 2) 1,300} 1 Lot 2,700 
Ido:-= do. 8| 1,250] Parcel 4,990 
Cut down, 4| 9,100 do. 12,930 
Parcel cut down, 5} -1,850| — do. 12,960 
do. - moved, 6} 2,550} ~— do. 5,150 , 

do. do. %, 875] 1 Lot 2,500 
do. do. 8 775) 1 do. 2,517 
do. do. 9} 1,100) 1 do. 2,500 
do. moved corner, 10) 1,300) Parcel 3,380 
do. cut off, 11} 2,800) 1 Lot 4,200 
do. moved church, 12} 1,600) Parcel 5,034 
1 do. moved, 13} 1,425) 1 Lot 2,450 
T'do.* do. 14 825| do. 2,500 
Cut, 15} 1,650) Parcel 6,420 
Corner, 16 200 do. 7,020 
Torn down, 17\:. 2,200)... do. 5,000 
Moved, 18 950] 1 Lot 2,500 
do. 19| 4,000) 1 do. 2,500 
Cut, 20 400} 1 do. 2,150 
do. 21 525) 1 do. 2.500 
do. : 22 500] 1 do. 2,490 
do. 23 600} 1 do. 2,450 
do. 24 2,950) Parcel 9,060 
do. 25| 1,700) 1 Lot 4,600 
do. 26| 3,000) Parcel 7,040 

For Buildings, '$68,225 $151,561 Ground. 

wks $151,561 

68,225 

$219,786 


GENTLEMEN, 


- We the undersigned, have examined the buildings 
and lots on Fulton street, and do consider the above a fair 
valuation for damage to said lots and buildings, and it is our 
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humble opinion that the damages as above, can be raised by 
assessment, in Fulton and the cross streets. 
SIMEON BROWN, 
~ EDWARD FERRIS, 
ABNER WHITE. 
New York, April 4th, 1834. 
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The Street Committee, to whom was referred back the 
subject of widening Fulton street from Ryder’s Alley to 
Broadway, 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT, 


That in obedience to the order of the Board, they have ap- 
pointed three gentlemen, to wit: Simeon Brown, Edward 
Ferris and Abner White, as Commissioners to estimate the 
loss and damage of said improvement, and by their estimate, 
which is hereunto annexed, it appears the land to be taken 


for the street, amounts to - = - = $151,561 
The value of the buildings amounts to - 68,225 
Making the total sum of loss and damage, -. $219,786 


One-third of the value of the buildings, amounting to $22,721, 
will come out of the Public Treasury, provided it should 
appear that the property in the vicinity was not sufficiently 
benefited to bear the whole expense. 

The Commissioners however are of the opinion that be- 
nefits may be found on the whole range of Fulton street, from 
river to river, and the intersecting streets sufficient to defray 
all expenses. 

Your Committee entertaining the same views of the expe- 
diency of improving the said street as heretofore expressed, 
and not hearing of any opposition from any quarter since the 
subject was referred back to them, unanimously recommend 
a concurrence in the report and resolution passed by the 
Board of Aldermen. 

FRANCIS FICKETT, 
GEORGE SUTTON, 
DAVID HALSEY, 

_. Street Committee. — 
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DOCUMENT NO. LII. 
BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 7, 1834. 


Communication from the Street Commissioner, in relation to 
Building a Sewer in New street. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Street Commissioner begs leave to state to the Com- 
mon Council, that in excavating for building the sewer in 
New street, from Exchange street to Beaver street, it will be 

necessary to take up the water pipes, laid in that street by 
the Manhattan Company, which occupy the centre of the 
street for the whole distance, being nearly six hundred feet. 

Application in reference to this subject has been made to 
the Superintendent of the Manhattan Water Works, who 
states in reply, that it is expected the expense of taking up 
and relaying the water pipes, will be defrayed by the Cor- 
poration. 

As the expense to be incurred will be considerable, and 
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more especially, as it is very desirable that some certain and 
definite rule may be adopted in this and similar cases, which 
without doubt will hereafter occur, the Street Commissioner 
has for the present delayed executing the contract for build- 
ing the sewer in New street, and asks the Common Council 
for particular instructions as to the course to be pursued 
thereon. 
"Respectfully, &e. 
GEORGE B. SMITH, 
Street Commissioner. 
Street Commissioner’s Office, : 
April 7th, 1834. 
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‘OPINION OF COUNSEL. 


I have examined the questions presented by the commu- 
nication from the Street Commissioner Gages) the sewer 
in New street, and am of opinion, 

First, That the Corporation have an undoubted right to 
make the sewer there, and if necessary for that purpose, to 
remove the water pipes of the Manhattan Company. 

Secondly, That the Corporation are bound to relay such 
water pipes, and to pay all the expense of so removing and 
relaying them, in like manner as they pay the other expense 
of making the sewer. 

Thirdly, That such expense of removing and relaying the 
said pipes, must’ be included in the estimate of the whole 
cost of the sewer, and assessed as part of such cost upon the 
owners or occupants of the houses and Hoes intended to be 
benefited thereby. 

The Manhattan Company derive their power to lay water 
pipes in the public streets from the 5th section of the act, 
entitled ‘an Act for supplying the city of New York with 
pure and wholesome. water,” passed 2d April, 1799, which 
declares ‘that it shall be lawful for the said Company, and 
any person or persons employed by them, or acting under 
their authority, to lay and conduct any number of pipes, 
conduits, or aqueducts, in any and every part of the said 
city.” Their pipes in New street were lawfully laid in pur- 
suance of this authority. 

The Corporation of this city exercises its power of making 
common sewers, under the 175th section of the “act to 
reduce several laws relating particularly to the city of New 
York, into one act,” passed April 9th, 1813. The same 
power however, (and conferred in the same terms,) was 
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given to the Corporation by the 4th section of “an act for 
regulating the buildings, streets, wharves and slips, in the 


_city of New York,” passed 16th April, 1787, which was 


twelve years before the Manhattan Company received its 
charter. 


Independent of this priority, the right of the Corporation 
must,’from the public character and functions of that body, 
be paramount to that of the Manhattan Company, so far as 
to authorise the Corporation to build a sewer wherever they 
may deem it necessary for the public welfare or convenience, 
and to disturb or remove the pipes of the Manhattan Com- 
pany for that purpose. A paramount right, however, must 
be exercised with due regard to subservient rights. It is this 
principle which sanctions any kind of interference with pri- 
vate property for public purposes ; and the Manhattan Com- 
pany have, in my view, the same right to have their pipes 
relaid and restored to as good a condition as they were before, 
when disturbed for the purpose of building a sewer, as a pri- 
vate individual would have to require the Corporation to 
rebuild or repair the wall of his vault, if it should be broken 
down or injured by a similar operation. 


The same illustration will apply to the question of assess- 
ment. If it became necessary in the course of making a 
sewer to take down part of a vault, the expense of so doing 
and of repairing the damage would be considered as part of 
the whole expense of the work. In like manner, the expense 
of removing and relaying the Manhattan pipes, must be 
deemed to be incident to the operation. It forms a portion 
of the whole cost of the public work, and the assessment 
directed by the act to defray such cost must therefore em- 
brace it. 

R. EMMET. 
April 14th, 1834. 
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The Committee on Laws, to whom was referred a com- 
munication from the Street Commissioner, on the subject of 
the sewer ordered to be built in New street, 


REPORT, 


That the water pipes belonging to the Manhattan Company 
occupy a portion of the street for its whole distance, through 
which the said sewer is to be built, and unless they are re- 
moved, the object of the ordinance for the erection of said 
sewer, cannot be carried into effect. It further appears that 
application has been made by the Street Commissioner, to 
the Superintendent of the water works belonging to the 
Manhattan Company, to have the said pipes removed ; but 
that he declines, unless the expense of removing and replac- 
ig them shall be borne by the Corporation. The Street 
Commissioner has accordingly postponed the building of the 
sewer in New sticet, until he shall receive the instructions 
of the Common Council as to ,the course he is to pursue in 
the business. 

Two questions appear to present themselves far considera- 
tion : 

1st. As to the authority of the Manhattan Company to 
occupy the streets of the city with their water pipes, and the 
rights of the Corporation to remove them, in cases like the 
present, at the expense of the company. 

9d. If not at the expense of the company whether such 
expense can be assessed on the property benelited by the 
sewer. Z 

First. The filth section of the act incorporating the Man- 
hattan Company, passed the second of April, 1799, contains 
the following provision : 
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It shall be lawful for the said company, and any person or 
persons employed by them, or acting under their authority, 
to enter into and upon, and freely to make use of any land 
which they may deem necessary for the purpose of conduct- 
ing a plentiful supply of pure and wholesome water to the 
said city, and to lay and conduct any number of pipes, con- 
duits, or aqueduets, through or over any of the said lands, or 
any rivers or streams of water as they may see fit, to-or to- 
wards the said city, and in any and every part of the said city.” 


The foregoing provision is sufficiently broad, as it appears 
to your Committee, to authorise the use of the streets by the 
company in laying down their water pipes; but the act pro- 
vides further, that reasonable compensation shall be made by 
the company for all damage, either by agreeing with the 
owners of the land used or occupied, as to the amount of 
damage, or by the arbitrament of three persons tobe appointed 
by the Supreme Court for the purpose. This provision, in 
the opinion of your Committee, will cover any damage done 
the paved streets of this city, by the operation of laying the 
conduit pipes under them, and as no difficulty exists on this 
point with the company, within the knowledge of your Com- 
mittee, they are brought to the conclusion that they are not 
bound to remove their conduit pipes, and to replace them, 
except at the expense of those requiring the operation. 


Second. The sewer is to be built for the benefit and ac- 
commodation of the property in its vicinity. It cannot be 
considered a measure affecting the public generally, and 
therefore, every necessary expense connected with the ob- 
ject ought to be borne by the property benefited, and no part 
of it should be taken from the Public Treasury. The re- 
moval and replacing of these pipes is an expense necessarily 
connected with the building of the sewer, as it cannot be 
constructed without it ; and it follows therefore, in the opin- 
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ion of your Committee, that it ought to be assessed on the 
property benefited by the operation. 

These are the conclusions which your Committee had ar- 
rived at; but in order that they might have the advantage of 
legal advice on the matter, they addressed a letter to the Coun- 
sel of the Corporation, requesting him to examine the subject, 
and furnish them with his opinion on the questions at issue. 
That opinion has accordingly been furnished the Committee, 
and is hereunto annexed, to which they beg leave to refer 
the Board for a further elucidation of the question. 

The following resolution is proposed : 

Resolved, That the Street Commissioner proceed in the 
erection of the sewer in New street, under the ordinance 
pased for that purpose ; and in contracting for the same, that 
he include the expense of removing and replacing the Man- 
hattan water pipes, and in the assessment, the total cost of 
the project. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN. 
JAMES FERRIS. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LIL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 21, 1834. 


Report of the Ferry Cee Laid on the table and ordered. to 


be printed. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Ferry Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Alpheus Sherman and Clarence D. Sackett, and_ their 
associates, praying for the establishment of a south ferry to 


Brooklyn, 
REPORT, 


That they iiave had the subject matter referred to them 
under consideration, and are fully convinced, from the 
crowded state of the present Fulton Ferry, and the streets - 
and avenues leading to the same, that the wants of the 
community require further ferry accommodations. That the 

46 nae: . 
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inhabitants of the First Ward particularly, as well as the in- 
habitants on the Brooklyn side of the East river, have long 
been subjected to great inconvenience for want of such ac- 
commodation. Your Committee also deem it proper to sug- 
gest, that by the establishment of the contemplated ferry, a ; 
more intimate union will be effected between this city and 
Long Island, and greatly tend to. promote that spirit of har- 
mony. which will be found reciprocally gratifying and advan- 
tageous, and will moreover, serve to show more fally the 
necessity of hereafter uniting under the same corporation and 
-municipal regulations. | 
Your Committee further report, that the petitioners and 
their associates have made an arrangement with the Fulton 
Ferry Company, and entered into a written stipulation to 
pay them a specified annual sum of money during the: con- 
tinuance of their lease ; in consideration of which, they have 
agreed to waive and relinquish their claims under their cove- 
nant in their lease, to prevent the establishment of the ferry 
now applied for ; by means whereof, all difficulties which 
have heretofore existed on this subject, have been removed : 
and that the written stipulation herein before referred to, has 
been submitted to your Committee, the terms of which they 
“consider unobjectionable. ; 
The Committee therefore recommend the adoption of the 
following resolutions :— s 
Resolved, That a new south ferry be established at and 
from the Old Slip in the city.of New York, to a point at or 
near Patcher’s dock, at the foot of Atlantic street in the city 
of Brooklyn; that the one-half of said Old Slip, or such part 
thereof, and of the bulkhead as may‘be necessary, be appro- 
priated for that purpose ; and that the necessary floats be 
‘prepared by the said lessees : and the said ferry right leased 
to the petitioners for the term of fifteen years, at the annual 
rent of oné thousand dollars a year, up to the first of May, 
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1839; after which date, for the remainder of the time said 
lease has to run, the Common Council shall fix the annual 
rent’ to be paid by the said lessees. 

Resolved, That the Counsel of the Board prepare the 
necessary lease and covenants for the above purpose, re- 
quiring the lessees to place on said ferry; two good, safe and 
sufficient steam boats, to be approved by the Ferry Commit- 
tee, on or before the first day of November next. 

WM. C. WALES, 
MORGAN L. SMITH. 
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To the Honorable the Common Council of the City of New 
York. 


The petition of AtpHeus SHERMAN and Cuarence D. 
Sacxert, of the city of New York, on behalf of themselves and. 
their associates, respectfully showeth : 


That the intercourse between the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn has increased to such an extent, that. the present 
ferry accommodations between the two places, are wholly 
inadequate to the wants of the public: and that any addition 
to the number of boats at the present established ferries, 
would not obviate the necessity of another communication on 
a different section of the East river. The crowded state of 
the streets and avenues on both sides, as well as the increas- 
ing shipping of the river near the present points of communi- 
cation, seem also to require that a new route should be 
opened south of the existing landings. 

Your petitioners further respectfully show, that in order 
to obviate the legal difficulties which have heretofore impeded 
the action of your Honorable Body, on the subject of a south 
ferry, growing out of the covenants contained in the lease to 
Mess’rs Fulton and Cutting, the terms of an arrangement 
have been settled with the present proprietors of the Fulton 
Ferry, by which their consent to the application of your pe- 
titioners has been given, and which arrangement, it is be- 
lieved, will be consummated forthwith. The nature and 
particulars of which will be submitted to your Honorable 
Body, as soon as the same shall be reduced to form. 


Your petitioners therefore pray, that a lease may be 
granted to them, for the establishment of a ferry from Old 
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Slip or its vicinity, in the city of New York, to a point at or 
near the foot of Atlantic street, and south of the termination 
of Jeroleman street in Brooklyn. ° 
And your petitioners will ever pray. 
ALPHEUS SHERMAN, 
CLARENCE D. SACKETT. 


New York, JMarch 3, 1834. 





ee ae 


shade wait to, gad : 
“meinastiog add ‘to dios bee stove ofiuinti ke Yo oct a 
oe te Coty subplot [at tas en anpeleee® 


pe Rise 


rive ie y ersuvill oq 
Lae! aH Lf 
igi rg amet 








367 


DOCUMENT NO. LIV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


APRIL 21, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Commitiee, relative to Water Grants. 
_ Joun W. RicHarpson, Clerk. 


SIR, 


In compliance with your request, we now furnish you 
with some suggestions which seem to us worthy of considera- 
tion in making further grants of the soil between the high 
and low water marks, on the Brooklyn shore. 


It is perhaps proper here to remark, that in alienating that 
description of property heretofore, no fixed rule appears to 
have been adopted, either as to the quantity of the land 
granted, or as to the rents reserved forthe same ; inasmuch 
as the rents have been estimated by the running feet, and 
their number ascertained or determined, in some cases, by 
right lines, according to the proposed streets ; in other cases 
by the average of the two water lines; and in others by the 
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length of a single water line. The absence of any determi- 
nate mode of action on this subject, is doubtless to be ac- 
counted for by the too light estimation of the intrinsic value 
of such property—(the highest rent as yet reserved being but 
twenty-five cents per running foot,)—an error which our 
predecessors did not discover in relation to rurs side of the 
river, until the property was nearly all disposed of, in front 
of the business part of the city. : 

Although much of the Brooklyn shore has already been 
disposed of, still a very large amount remains unalienated by 
the Corporation, embracing nearly the whole extent from 
about Jeroleman street to Red Hook, and also a considera- 
ble space at the Wallabout ; and by reason of the very slight 
declivity of the shore, the extent of the surface is very great, 
and may be reclaimed from the water at a trifling expense ; — 
an advantage which, we think should not be lost sight of in 
determining the consideration to be paid for any future grant. 

Forming a part of the harbor of New York, the increasing 
business of which, will require almost constant additions to 
the accommodations for vessels resorting hither, it seems but 
reasonable to suppose that at no very distant period, the 
water privileges on that side of the river will be nearly, if not 
quite equal in value to the same privileges on this side ; and, ~ 
consequently, that the space which intervenes between the 
upland and the low water mark, through which these water 
advantages are to be acquired, should bring a price more in 
correspondence with the generally increased and increasing 
value of the neighboring property than heretofore ; and, as 
those grants are in effect, the conveyance of the fee of so 
much land, it is suggested that the rents should hereafter be 
estimated by the number of superficial feet contained in the 
whole area to be granted. 

With regard to the side lines from high to low water mark, 
some difficulty may possibly arise as to their direction, 
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caused by the indentations of the shore. In order to obviate 
any such, with an equitable regard to the rights of the par- 
ties respectively, it is proposed that both lines shall be esti- 
mated, that the length of the line at low water mark shall 
bear an exact proportion to the length of the line at high 
water mark : as, for example, if five parties own upland to 
the extent of six hundred feet along the high water line, and 
the length of the low water line is but three hundred feet, 
the side lines will commence at the point of division of their 
lands respectively, and continue directly to the point of di- 
vision at low water mark, which shall be as three hundred 
feet is to six hundred feet. 

It is further suggested, the minimum of rent should be es- 
timated on the value of the land at the time of issuing the 
grant, and be increased every ten years, until the maximum 
shall be reached, so that it may bear some proportion to the 
increase of the value of the upland adjoining. 

Yours, &c. respectfully, 
T. J. WATERS, Compiroller. 
GEO. B. SMITH, Street Com. 

To SterHEN ALLEN, Esa., : 

Chairman of Committee of Finance of 
Board of Assistants. 


New York, April. 18th, 1834. 
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The Finance Committee beg leave to prevent the follow- 
ing report and state of facts :— 


That on the thirteenth of January last, they reported in 
favor of issuing a water grant to Jeremiah H. Taylor, for 
land in front of his property at Brooklyn, at.a rent of twenty- 
five cents per foot, until 1860, and at fifty cents per foot for 
ever thereafter, which was adopted by this Board. 


This report was referred by the Board of Aldermen to 
their Committee on Finance, who, on the seventeenth of 
March last, reported a disagreement with the Board of As- 
sistants, and recommended a rent of twenty-five cents per 
foot until 1860, and forever thereafter the same rent as that 
fixed for this city, which is two dollars per foot. This re- 
commendation was adopted by the Board of Aldermen. 


The objection to the foregoing recommendation is, that it 
will be placing the Brooklyn grants, after 1860, at a higher 
rate than that paid in New York ; inasmuch as the grants 
in this city are calculated on straight lines, while those at 
Brooklyn always have been, as they naturally must be, cal- 
culated on the irregular lines of the beach at high water 
mark, and at the place where the land is left dry at low 
water, taking the average of the two lines as the principle 
upon which to estimate the rent to be paid. 

Your Committee have reconsidered this whole subiect, and 
have arrived at the conclusicn, that a permanent tariff ought 
to be fixed for all future grants.at Brocklyn ; and in further- 
ance of this object, they have requested the opinion of the 
Comptroller and Street Commissioner, and have also con- 
ferred with the Committee of the other Board on the subject. 


The land hereafter to be granted, consists principally of 
flats, upon which the water, when the tide is at its full, is very 
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shoal, and will require but small expense, comparatively, to 
reclaim it from the river. It is also of considerable extent 
from high to low water mark, averaging from one hundred to 
five hundred feet in depth. It would seem proper therefore, 
that a different principle should be adopted in caléulating its 
value, than that heretofore in use, as in the former grants, the 
depth of the land from high to low water mark, owing to the 
boldness of the shore, averaged from forty to fifty feet only ; 
while in those yet to be granted, as already stated, are from 
two hundred to five hundred feet in depth. 


In the former case therefore, the owner of a piece of up- 
land one hundred feet in width on the river, will obtain a 
grant of land between high and low water marks of one hun- 
dred feet wide, and about forty in depth, which at the old 
rent of twelve anda half cents per foot, will amount annually 
to twelve dollars and fifty cents per annum; while in the 
latter case, the owner of Jand of the same width on the river, 
will obtain a grant between high and low water marks, of 
one hundred feet wide and three or four hundred feet in depth 
at the proposed rent of twenty-five cents per foot, or twenty- 
five dollars per annum, for land eight or ten times greater in 
extent, and requiring much less expense to reclaim it than 
the former. 


This is evidently unequal and calls fora remedy. The 
Committee propose therefore, that hereafter, the calculation 
for water grants at Brooklyn, be made onthe number of 
superficial feet of the land granted, such rent to be at the 
rate of two dollars for every two thousand five hundred feet, 
until the year 1850; after that, four dollars for every two 
thousand five hundred feet, until the year 1860, when the 
value of the grant will be at its maximum, then to be fixed 
by the appraisement of indifferent persons, mutually ap- 
pointed by the parties, at an annual rent to be paid by the 
grantee forever thereafter ; and they herewith report an or- 
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dinance to that effect, and recommend its passage. The 
Committee also place before the Board, the opinion of the 
Comptroller and Street Commsisioner, according in opinion 
with your Committee, to which they beg leave to refer for a 
more detailed statement of the subject. 
All which is respectfully submited, 
_ STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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A LAW 


To regulate issuing of grants for ground and soil between the 
high and low water marks on the. Nassau or Long Island 
shore. 
The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of 

New York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as 

follows :— 

§1.-That the rents to be reserved in all grants hereafter to 
be issued for the ground and soil- between the high water 
mark and the low water mark, on Nassau (or Long) Island 
shore, shall be estimated on the number of superficial feet 
contained in the whole area to be granted, and shall be after 
the following rates :—For every twenty-five hundred feet, 
there shall be reserved and paid the sum of two dollars, until 
the first day of May which will be in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty: from that time until 
the first day of May which will be in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty, the sum of four dollars for 
every twenty-five hundred feet; and forever after the first 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and sixty, there 
shall be paid such rent as shall then be determined by two 
sworn appraisers mutually chosen, who, in-case of disagree- 
ment, shall choose a third person, and a majority of the ap- 
praisers so chosen as aforesaid, shall determine the rent 
which shail be thereafter paid. 

§2. That in all cases of grants hereafter to be made of the 
ground and soil between high water mark and low water 
mark on the Nassau or Long Island shore, where by the inden- 
tations of the shore, the low water mark is less than the high 
water mark in front of the property of more than one owner, 
both lines shall be estimated, and the side lines shall com- 
mence at the point of division between the owners respec- 
tively, and continue directly to a point of division on the low 
water line, which shall bear an exact proportion to the enyeht 
of the high water line. 








$75 


DOCUMENT NO. LV. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 5, 1834. 


Resolutions of Mr. Fickett, relative to the Ferry between New 
York and Brooklyn. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


Whereas, to defray the various expenses of government to 
which this city, as a place of great commerce, is necessarily 
subject, there is annually required to be raised by tax, a very 
large sum beyond the revenues derived from the public pro- 
perty. And whereas, the personal property of all.who per- 
manently transact their business,within this city, participates 
in the benefits and advantages procured by such expenditures, 
and in common justice therefore, should share the burden: 
And whereas, it has been represented to this Corporation, 
that further facilities of communication are required for the 
accommodation of the residents of Brooklyn: And whereas, 
this Corporation does not feel disposed to exercise its rights, 
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powers and privileges with an illiberal spirit towards its 
neighbors ; but, on the contrary, desirous of promoting a 
friendly feeling (both individually and collectively) between 
the inhabitants of the two cities, is willing to yield more than 
a due share of advantages to produce such result, therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the Corporation of the City of New 
York will unite with the Corporation of the City of Brook- 
lyn, in an application to the Legislature of this State, so to 
amend the law relative to the taxation of personal estate, as 
that the owners thereof in those two cities may be assessed 
and taxed at their places of business respectively. 


Resolved, That when the Corporation of the City of Brook- 
lyn shall have concurred with the foregoing resolution, and 
duly signified the same to this Corporation, the Corporation 
of New York will take immediate measures to prepare 
additional ferry accommodations at the Fulton street ferry, 
and will lease the same to the Fulton street Ferry Com- 
pany, until the expiration of their present lease, on the 
following terms, to wit :—For the addition on this side, one 
thousand dollars per annum, being the rent now received 
therefor : and for the addition on the other side, ten per cent. 
per annum on whatever sum it may be found necessary to 
lay out for the purpose. 

Resolved, That the Corporation of New York will also 
establish a ferry south of Fulton street, from such places on 
either side as may be agreed upon, and will lease the same 
to such person or persons as may have procured the assent 
of the Fulton street Company thereto, until the expiration 
of the said Ferry Company’s lease, on the following terms, 
viz :—QOn this side at whatever rent the premises to be occu-~ 
pied may at the time produce: and on the other side, ten 
per cent. per annum on whatever sum the Corporation may 
expend: and in both cases, ten per cent. per annum on the 
amount that may be expended for fixtures. 
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Resolved, That at the expiration of the leases aforesaid, 
the Corporation of New York will again lease the said ferries 
to such person or persons, in such manner.and on such con- 
ditions in all respects, as to them shall seem most conducive 
to the public interest, without any claim or pretence of claim 
for preference in any manner whatsoever, by the present 
lessees, or who may be the lessees at the time aforesaid. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Common Council furnish 
the Corporation of the city of Brooklyn with a copy of the 
foregoing preamble and resolutions ; and also cause the same 
to be published in the newspapers employed by this Cor- 
poration. 

Offered by 
FRANCIS FICKETT. 
May 5th, 1834. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LVI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 5, 1834. 


Report of the Committee on Finance, on the petition of Stephen 
McCormick. 


Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Committee on Finance to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Stephen McCormick, accompanied by a bill showing 
a balance due him by the Corporation, amounting to four 
hundred and seven dollars and twenty-two cents, 


REPORT, 


That the petitioner is one of the marshals of this city, and 
was employed by Daniel B. Tallmadge, Essq., late Corporation 
Attorney, to serve process against those incurring penalties 
for violating the Corporation ordinances. 
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_ The total amount of charges by the petitioner is $1,298 87 
And he credits for monies collected 
on execution, - - - $646 65 
And for cash received from the attorney, 245 00 
891 65 


Leaving a balance, as above stated, of $407 22 


These expenses grow out of court charges, paid by the 
bailiff on the adjournment from time to time, of the causes by 
the defendant, and advantage is frequently taken by the defend- 
ant of this privilege, to procrastinate, who, when judgment is 
obtained against him, possesses no property upon which exe- 
cution can levy. In such cases, the officer has no alternative 
but to imprison the body, when, in a few days thereafter, pe- 
titions are presented to the Common Council, praying to be 
released from confinement, which in most of the cases it is 
believed, are granted. 


In addition to the court expenses, the officer is entitled to 
his poundage, as designated by statute, and in every case of 
committal he is bound to pay the fees of the jailor. A large 
portion of the items charged in the annexed account, as the 
Committee are informed, are against persons imprisoned for 
a violation of the Corporation ordinances, and from whom 
nothing ‘has been recovered. They either stay in jail until 
the time limited by law expires, or they are released by reso- 
lution of the Common Council. 

Your Committee have no reason to doubt the correctness 
of these charges. The petitioner attests to their correctness 
under oath. John W. Merrit, Esq., declared to the Com- 
mittee that he had examined the charges separately, and 
found them. correct: and in answer. to a notice sent to 
Daniel B. Tallmadge Esq., requesting his attendance before 
the Committee, (which is hereunto annexed) he writes as 
follows :—‘‘ I am engaged in a reference, and cannot there- 
fore attend as above requested. If the object be to inquire 
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about Mr. McCormick’s bill, I can say it is correct, and I 
am not in funds.of the Corporation to pay it.” 


This 4s the first instance, within the knowledge of your 
Committee, of a bill, such as that under consideration, being 
presented to the Common Council for payment. In all for- 
mer cases, similar charges have been disbursed by the Attor- 
ney ; and it is proper in the opinion of your Committee,.that 
they should be so disbursed, he being the person who em- 
ploys the officer to perform the service, and the only proper 
judge of the correctness of his charges. The Committee are 
of opinion therefore, that the Attorney of the Corporation 
should pay all demands for costs and charges of prosecuting 
offenders against the Corporation ordinances, and that he 
should lay before the Comptroller, in addition to the report 
directed by the third section of the law relative to suits, fines, 
and penalties, a detailed account of the transactions of each 
month. In order to effect the object in view by the Com- 
mittee, they have prepared an ordinance amending the law 
“relative to suits, fines, and penalties,” which is hereunto 
annexed, and they recommend its passage. 


The Committee also propose the following resolution : 


__ Resolved, That the Comptroller draw. his Warrant in favor 
of Stephen McCormick, for four hundred and seven dollars 
and twenty-two cents, in full for the balance due him, as per 
~ his account annexed, , 

Respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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A LAW 
To amend * A Law relative to Suits, Fines and Penalties.” 


Passed March 12, 1834. 





The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of 
New York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as 
follows: : 


§1. It shall be the duty of every marshal, constable, or 
officer employed by the Attorney of the Corporation, to serve 
process issued in any suit, brought. by said Attorney, in the 
name of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City 
of New York, to pay to the said Attorney, the whole amount 
of money received by such officer, both for the penalty and 
costs of suit pursuant to any judgment against the defendant. 


§2. The Attorney of the Corporation shall, at least once 
in every month, settle with and pay to the officers thus em- 
ployed by him, their legal costs and charges, and shall report 
to the Comptroller in writing once in each month, a statement 
of the suits instituted by him, and which have been prose- 
cuted to judgment ; the name of the defendant ; the items 
of cost charged in each suit ; the results of suits, whether in 
favor of plaintiff or defendant, and if in favor of plaintiff, the 
effect of execution. 


§3. If the penalties or sums collected and received by the 
said attorney, after deducting his fees and charges, shall in 
any case be insufficient to pay the legal fees and charges of 
the said officers, the Comptroller may, and he is hereby au- 
thorised to draw his Warrant in-favor of the said Attorney 
for the balance then due ; but, in every such case, he shall 
report the fact, together with the documents in his posses- 
sion, to the Common Council. 








383 


DOCUMENT NO. LVII. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 12, 1834. 


Resolution of Mr. Allen relative to the Ferries. Adopted and 
ordered to be printed. 
Joun W. Ricwarpson, Clerk. 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this Board be, and he is 
hereby instructed, to lay before the Board of Assistants 
elect, as soon as may be after their organization, a copy of 
the petition of Alpheus Sherman and Clarence’ D. Sacket, 
with the Report of the Ferry Committee thereon ; together 
with the remonstrance of the citizens of the First Ward: 
and also, a copy of the preamble and resolutions proposed 
by Mr. Fickett, on the 5th instant, with the following reso-~ 
lution : 

‘Resolved, That it is worthy the serious consideration of the 
Common Council, whether in establishing any additional 
‘ferries, or on the expiration of any of the leases of any of 
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the ferries now in operation from this city, it will not contri- 
bute to the increased accommodation of the public and the 
advantage of the city finances, to run the said ferries, or 
some of them, at the expense and for the benefit of the Cor- 
poration.” 
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DOCUMENT NO. LVIIL 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 12, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Commitiee relative to an additional set of 


Standard Weights and Measures. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
in the following words, 

Resolved, (If the Board of Aldermen concur,) That the 
Street Commissioner be directed to provide an additional set 
of standard weights and measures, and that the sum of 
$200 be appropriated to carry the above resolution into effect 
forthwith, 


REPORT, 


That by an act of the Legislature, passed the 27th of March, 
1821, it is made the duty of the city government to provide 
49 
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a complete set of weights and measures, regulated by the 
State standard, for the use of the City Sealers of Weights 
and Measures. In accordance with this provision, two sets 
of Standard Weights and Measures have been provided at 
the expense of the city, one of them several years since ; 
the cost of which is unknown to your Committee, and one 
set recently, which cost $248 97. It would appear, there- 
fore, that the provision of the act has thus been complied 
with ; and if the additional standard mentioned in the reso- 
lution referred to your Committee, was intended for the use 
of the city sealers, the supplying it would be useless, as they 
are already accommodated ; but if it was intended for the 
use of the Inspectors of Weights and Measures, there is no 
law authorising or directing such standard to be provided. 
The Revised Statutes however, provide, that the county seal- 
ers, except in New York, shall regulate copies of the standard 
received from the Secretary of State, for the use of the 
county, to be used by the town sealers ; and the same course 
in effect, has been heretofore adopted by the Inspector of 
Weights and Measures in this city, who has obtained a copy 
from the city sealer, to be used in the inspection directed 
by the ordinance on that subject. 


It is not the province of the inspectors to regulate or alter 
any of the weights, scale beams or measures they may re- 
spectively inspect: they are, in the language of the ordinance, 
“to inspect them at the stores and places where the same 

may be used; and if found not conformable to the standard 
they shall be sent by the owner thereof, at his expense, to 
the office of the city sealer, for the purpose of being adjusted 
and sealed.” It is only necessary, therefore, that the inspec- 
tors should procure an ordinary set of weights and measures, 
of common materials, adjusted and sealed by the city sealer, 
for the purposes contemplated by their appointment, and not 
that they should be put into the possession of a standard set 
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composed of copper and brass, and at an expense of near 
$250 for each of them. 


The inspector appointed under the act of 1821, has acted 
upon this principle, and furnished himself with a set of - 
weights, measures and beam, properly adjusted and sealed 
by the city sealer; and your Committee see no reason why 
the inspectors appointed under the law of 1834, should not 
do the same; and therefore offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to pass the resolution re- 
ferred to by this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LIX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 12, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee on a communication Jrom the 
Comptroller. 
: Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a report 
from the Comptroller, on a resolution of this Board, calling 
for his opinion on the evils and injustice which result from 
the present mode of assessing and collecting the tax on per- 
sonal property in this city, and the remedy for such evil, 


REPORT, 


That the Comptroller proposes as a remedy— 


Ist. That all real estate, from which a revenue is derived, 
_ shall be assessed in accordance with the amount of income. 
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2d. That such estates as are occupied by the owners 
thereof, or which remain vacant and unproductive, to be as- 
sessed as heretofore. 


3d. That every inhabitant shall make an accurate return 
of his personal property to the assessors, by a day fixed, under 
a penalty, and that-a register shall be kept of such returns, 
open to inspection. _ 

4th. That such persons as permanently transact business 
in this city, but who reside out of it, to be assessed at their 
place of business. And 

5th. That the whole of the taxes shall be collected at an 
office to be established for the purpose, under the supervision 
of one collector, with assistants. 


These suggestions are important, and some of them may 
prove salutary, and therefore deserve serious consideration ; 
but they could not be carried into effect without legislative 
aid, and the subjects then before the Legislature, which ema- 
nated from the Common Council, with others in a course of 
preparation, and so large a portion of the session having been 
consumed when the reference was made to your Committee, 
are the reasons they have to offer for omitting to press the 
matter on the attention of the Board during the present year. 
They therefore propose the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

Respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 


v 
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DOCUMENT NO. LX. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


: MAY 12, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Committee on the petition of Charles 
Mc Dermot. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the appli- 
cation of Charles McDermot, one of the city marshals, for 
the usual pay as a peace officer at the Fourteenth Ward Poll, 
during the late Charter Election, 


REPORT, 


That by the provisions of the ordinance on this subject, only 
three peace officers can be employed at the Polls for election 
of each Ward, except by direction of the Mayor ; but it ap- 
pears that in this, and in other cases, as the Committee are 
informed, the inspectors have employed additional officers, 
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without applying to the Mayor for the necessary authority. 
The unusual excitement during the late election and canvass 
is plead as an excuse for this omission of the inspectors ; 
and the Committee are inclined to the opinion, that under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, it may be considered 
as a sufficient reason why the application was not made to the 
proper authority, and why the demands of the officers should, 
in these instances, be complied with, when properly vouched, 
as the one under consideration is. ‘The Committee propose 
the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Comptroller draw his Warrant in favor 
of Charles MeDermot, for five days’ attendance at the Four- 
teenth Ward Poll, as a peace officer, during the late election 
and canvass. 
Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN J. LABAGH. 
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To the Honorable the Common Council of the City of New York. 


The subscriber, a City Marshal, having been requested by 
the Inspectors of Election, to attend the Polls,.to keep the 
peace during the late election, and having performed that 
duty, (as will appear by the certificate hereto annexed,) but 
in consequence of not obtaining the JMayor’s order on the 
said requisition, which the ordinances require, his name was 
erased from the pay roll. He therefore respectfully requests 
that your Honorable Body will pass a resolution, authorising 
the Comptroller to audit the account. 

And as in duty bound, &c., 
CHARLES McDERMOT. 
May 5, 1834. 





We, the Inspectors of Election in the Fourteenth Ward 
of the City of New York, do certify that Chatles McDermot, 
one of the City Marshals, has been in attendance at the Poll 
and Canvass of said election, for five days, and that said at- 
tendance was needed. 

CHAS. DUSENBERRY, 
ANDREW SURRE. 
May 5, 1884. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXI. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 
MAY 12, 1834. 
Report of the Finance Committee relative to the pay of Sunday 


Officers. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 





} 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the follow- 
ing resolution— . 

“ Resolved, That the Comptroller pay the bills of the Sun- 
day Officers for duty performed between the first day of 
December, 1833, and the first day of April, 1834, when duly 
certified by the Aldermen and Assistants of the respective 
Wards,” 


REPORT, 


That a resolution was proposed to this Board on the second 
day of December, 1833, that it is expedient to re-appoint 
the Sunday Officers of the Fourteenth Ward, whose term of 
service expired on the thirtieth of November last. . 


This resolution was referred to the Police Committee, who 
reported, on the sixteenth of December, an ordinance amend- 
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ing the present law, so as to authorise the Alderman and As- 
sistant of each Ward to appoint Sunday Officers for the 
Winter, and in the following Wards, viz: Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 
9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th and 15th Wards, each one Sun- 
day Officer : and for the 6th, 7th, 8th and 14th Wards, each 
two Sunday Officers, to commence on the first day of Decem- 
ber, and terminate on the first day of April. The ordinance 
was adopted by this Board, and sent to the Board of Alder- 
men for their concurrence. 


In the Board of Aldermen, it was referred on the thirty- 
first of December, 1833, to the Police and Watch Commit- 
tees, with a request that the representatives of the several 
Wards be called at their meeting; but whether this request 
was complied with or not, does not appear. The Committee 
however, reported a concurrence in the ordinance passed by 
this Board, amending it so as to give the Fourth Ward two 
officers instead of one. 

This report was referred back to the Committee, but for 
what reason does not appear, and it has, since that period, 
lain dormant in the hands of the Chairman of this Committee, 
who is now absent from the city. 


Your Committee are informed by several members of the 
Common Council, that, under an impression that the afore- 
sail Ordinance had passed into a law, they have employed 
Sunday Officers in their respective Wards, in accordance 
with its provisions ; and your Committee, no ways doubting 
the words of honorable members, are induced thereby to re- 
commend the passage of the resolution referred to them, with 
the provision, however, that the number of officers to be paid 
shall in no case exceed the number designated for each Ward 
by the proposed ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 
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DOCUMENT NO. LXIL. 


BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 


MAY 12, 1834. 


Report of the Finance Commitiee on a communication from the 
Delaware Insurance Company, relative to Iron Conduit Pipes. 
Joun W. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Delaware Insurance 
Company of Philadelphia offering certain Iron Conduit Pipes 
to the Corporation at a reduced price, 


REPORT, 


That the pipes alluded to, were intended to fulfil a contract 
in part, made by the Corporation of this City with Mark 
Richards of Philadelphia: but the vessel in which they were 
shipped having been cast away, the pipes have been recovered 
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by the insurers, and are now offered to the Corporation, at a 
reduction of twenty-five cents per foot, and the freight free, 
amounting to sixty dollars more. 


The Committee are informed by the Water Purveyor, that 
these pipes are required in order to complete the line now in 
progress for conveying the water from the Reservoir at 
Thirteenth street, to the different sections of the city ; and as 
it is understood that the works of Mr. Richards have sus- 
pended operations, and that the contract for this description 
of pipes cannot be fulfilled, it is the opinion of your Com- 
mittee that it will be the interest of the Corporation to make 
the purchase on the terms proposed by the Insurance Com- 
pany ; and they offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Water Purveyor, under the direction 
of the Committee on Fire and Water, purchase the aforesaid 
conduit pipes, on the terms proposed by the Delaware Insu- 
rance Company of Philadelphia ; and that the Comptroller 
draw his Warrant in favor of the proper person for the 
amount when properly certified, and charge the same to the 
appropriate account. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
JOHN I. LABAGH. 


Resolved, That an appropriation of two thousand five 
hundred dollars be made for the purchase of iron pipes which 
were shipped from Philadelphia for the Corporation of the 
City of New York, and were cast away, since recovered, and 
now offered by the Insurance Company to the Corporation 
at twenty-five cents less per foot than the contract price, 
which will make a difference of three hundred and forty-four 
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dollars and twenty-five cents, besides sixty dollars for freight, 
to be deducted from the amount of the original contract. 


Presented by 
JAMES PALMER. 





New York, March 28th, 1834. 


The undersigned, on behalf of those interested in two 
hundred and twenty-nine cast-iron twelve inch pipes, which 
were originally intended for the City of New York, begs 
leave to offer them to your Honorable Body at the rate of 
one dollar and seventy-five cents per foot, to be measured 
and proved as usual, deducting from the amount of the bill, 
sixty dollars, which would be the freight to Philadelphia. 

JOHN DONALDSON, 
Secretary of the Delaware Insurance 
Company of Philadelphia. 
To THE HonoraBLE 
Counc. or tHE Crry or New York. 
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